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PREFACE. 


TT is my intention, in continuation of the 
present Work, to publish the Third Part 
of these Memoirs, which circumscribes the 
space of full five Years, from the 25th of 
March, 1784, down to April, 1789- The last- 
mentioned Year may be considered, under 
every aspect, as one of the most important that 
took place in the course of the Eighteenth 
Century. First, as in it we witnessed His 
Majesty’s happy Recovery from that great 
Attack, which involved this Country in tem¬ 
porary Confusion, overturned for a time the 
Administration, and threatened for ever to 
bereave us of the Blessings of his Govern¬ 
ment. Secondly, as having originated, a few 
Months later, the Calamity of the French 
Revolution: an Event which may be said to 
stand pre-eminent for Atrocity in the History 
of Modern Ages, and which, in its results, 
has covered Europe with Desolation. The 
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Year 1789 forms therefore, a period from 
which dates a totally new Order of public 
Affairs; and beyond it I have no design of 
continuing the Historical .Memoirs of my 
own Time. 


N. WILL“ WRAXALL. 

' London, 

2d April, 1815 . 
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- SECOND EDITION, 

irp VERY Man who undertakes to write 
History, must, from the Nature of hu¬ 
man Things, be unintentionally liable to 
commit Errors^ however anxiously desirous 
he may be of relating only Facts: an Obser¬ 
vation which applies with still greater Force 
to those who write on contemporary or recent 
Events, where the Passions or Interests, of 
Men become blended with, and are affected 
by, the Account given of almost all Trans¬ 
actions. When Mezeray, who wrote the 
History of France, was informed of an Error 
that he had committed, I could point out 
a Hundred,”^.' replied, he, which I have 
made’in the Course of the Work, while yon 
only mention a single Instance.’^ Such is 
the Nature of all Composition which regards 
historical Facts. 

t 

n Having received from Count Woronzow^ 
under his Hand, the Assurance that I have 
been in an Error with Regard to him* and 
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that I have mis-stated the Circumstances re¬ 
lative to the first Princess of Wirtemberg, in 

which He is mentioned,;.-my Respect 

for Count Woronzow’s public, as well as 
private Characterj^^aTid -my implicit Confi¬ 
dence in his Veracity, has induced me wholly 
to omit in the, present Edition, both the 
Passages where Allusion is made to! him. 
Not doubting, that however authentic I al¬ 
ways havexonsidered the Sources from which 
I formerly derived the Information in Ques¬ 
tion, the Account given me, must have been 
erroneous. ct' • 

’ I am likewise desirous of'correcting an 
Error relative to Lord Sherborne, having seen 
a Letter from that Nobleman, of recent Date, 
in which he gives a short, but,'distinct Ac¬ 
count of the Fact^ that preceded his Eleva¬ 
tion to the Peerage, at. Mr. Pitt’s Recom¬ 
mendation ; disclaims having either solicited, 
or attempted to bargain for it; and after re¬ 
lating the Particulars of his Interview with 
the First Minister, on the Occasion of his 
being mentioned to the King for a Peerage, 
adds, “ There never was one Word between 
“ Mr. Pitt and me, respecting a Peerage, be- 
“ fore that Day.” To such Testimony I most 
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readily yield: but I have not been able to 
alter the Relation given of the Transaction, in 
the present Edition; that Passage, in Con¬ 
sequence of the Rapidity with which the first 
Edition of this Work has sold, having been 
already printed, before I saw Lord Sherborne’s 
Letter. 

There are, besides these two Errors, some 
others of inferior Consequence, scattered 
throughout the two Volumes, w'hich I have 
altered or corrected in Consequence of sub¬ 
sequent Information; Truth being the only 
Object of my Respect and Pursuit. 

N. WILL^ AVRAXALL. 


Cheltenham, 
Is/Jane, 1815. 



HISTORICAL MEMOIRS 

OF 

MY OWN TIME. 


PART THE FIRST. 

T TAVING long meditated to compose 
^ some, account of the national Events 
which I have witnessed during a part of ray 
life, I have postponed the publication of the 
work, till nearly all those persons of whom 
I must have occasion to speak, were removed 
from the scerie. In fact, with the exce^ 
tion of a very small number of individuals, 
respecting whom I have been silent; scarcely 
any of the leading Characters now survive, 
who supported or opposed Lord North, the 
Marquis of Rockingham, the Earl of Shel¬ 
burne, or the Coa/zVww Administration. The 
lapse of more than thirty years, has removed 
every objection of that nature; and the 
respect that I owe to myself, has impelled 
VOL. I. B 
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me to dismiss from my mind, before I un¬ 
dertook these Memoirs, every species of bias 
or partiality. Not that in point'of fact, it is 
possible to speak of recent or contemporary 
Events, as we would write of transactions that 
tookr place under Henry, the Eighth; nor to 
cclntemplate Fox and*^ Pitt with the degree 
of abstraction and composure, that we regard 
Marius and Sylla. Such philosophic supe¬ 
riority to passion, whatever pretensions to it 
may be set up, is not given to man. 

Tacitus, who wrote of events recently per¬ 
formed, and who intended, as he himself assures 
us, if he should attain to old age, to compose 
the history of his own times j says, “ Digni- 
tatem nostram a Vespasiano inchoatam, 
a Tito auctam, a Domitiano longius pro- 
“ vectam, nunquam abnuerim: sed incorrup- 
“ tarn fidem professis, nec amore quisquam, 
“ et sine odio dicendus est.” If I might be 
allowed to parody the words of that Historian, 
applying them to myself, I should say,—“ That 
** I consider George the Third, notwithstand- 
ing the many errors of his government, 
which were most conspicuous in the begin- 
niug of his reign, as one of the best princes 
who )Qver goyepned ^bis. country, I readily 
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“ confess: neither will I deny that I cannot 
“ recall the idea of Lord North, unconnected 
with, those engaging or elevated qualities 
“ of mind and of deportment, which con- 
ciliated the affection even of his opponents. 
Lastly, that Lord Sackville honoured me 
“ with his friendship, and shewed me marks 
“ of confidence, I avow with pride and. satis- 
“ faction. But, none of these circumstances 
“ would induce me to conceal or to inis- 
“ represent any fact, for the, purpose of 
drawing a veil over their errors or poli- 
“ tical transgressions.”. I may further add, 
that never having held any Employment, 
under any Minister, at any period of my 
life, I neither can be accused oE divulging, 
official secrets; nor am I linked, in how¬ 
ever humble a degree, with any of those 
Ephemeral Administrations, which took place 
with such rapidity between 1782 and 1784, 
I relate the events that I either witnessed, 
or of which I received the accounts from 
respectable testimony. How imperfect a light, 
these sources of information enable me to 
throw on the period of time that I attempt 
to elucidate, I am fully aware: but, unfortu¬ 
nately, those individuals who, from their rank 
B 2 
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and situation, know most of the secrets of 
affairs, will generally divulge least; and even 
imperfect light is preferable to darkness. * 

I cannot indeed boast of having enjoyed 
the same advantage as Dr. Burnet ,, Bishop 
of Salisbury, who, in the ‘‘ History of his 
“ own Time,” says, “ I have had the honour 

to be admitted to much free conversation 
“ with five of our Sovereigns, King Charles 
“ the Second, King James the Second, King 
“ William the Third, ’ Queen Mary, and 
“ Queen Anne.” But, between 1780 and 
1794 , during all , which period I sat in Parlia¬ 
ment, T possessed many means and opportu¬ 
nities of knowing various facts, from high 
authority; and, in some instances, of ascer¬ 
taining their secret causes or springs. Lord 
Clarendon Sindi Burnet are'almost the only 
persons' of eminence among' us, who have 
commemorated with ability, and at consider¬ 
able length, the events of their own Time. 
We cannot. sufficiently regret that Pmr did 
not live to accomplish the same task. That 
he meditated and intended it, is evident from 
the words of his Epitaph in Westminster 
Abbey:— 
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** Sui Temporis Historiam meditanti, 

Paulatim obrepens Febris'. 

Operis simul et Vitae, Filum abrupit. 

Sep. ISi An. Ddm. 1721.” 

The work which was actually published under 
that name in 1740 , contained only some of 
the materials collected for it: If we consider 
the official or diplomatic situations that Prior 
occupied from 1690 down to 1714^ and the 
intimate friendship in which he lived with 
Charles, Earl of Dorset, the Lord Treasurer 
Harley, and Lord Bolingbroke^ we must 
admit that few men could, have been more 
competent to elucidate the Reigns of William 
the Third,, and of Anne. 

How much have we to lament that the 
late Mr. Fox, during his long exclusion from 
public employment, between 1790 and 1805, 
while in retirement at St. Anne’s Hill, did not 
occupy himself in composing the History of 
his own Time ! Aspiring, as he did, not only 
to the fame of a Statesman and an Orator, but 
to the praise of an Historian ; how infinitely 
more valuable a legacy might he • have be¬ 
queathed to his Countrymen, how much more 
durable a monument might he have erected 
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to himself, by such an exertion of his talents, 
than he has done by exhausting his efforts 
on the Reign of James the Second! Not 
that 1 would be understood to express any 
sentiment allied to disrespect, relative to the 
work which Lord Holland, with pious vener¬ 
ation for his Uncle’s memory, has given 
to the world. Every page of that short and 
unfinished production, is worthy of its author, 
and raises him in my estimation! The “ Intro- 
ductory Chapter” can hardly be exceeded for 
profound reflexion, elucidated by a severe and 
philosophic cast of thought, as well as by the 
most accurate and laborious disquisition of 
facts. Impartial, ardent for freedom, and 
indignant against tyrants, the writer is never¬ 
theless exempt from the spirit of Republic¬ 
anism. The small portion of James’s reign 
which follows, including Argyle’s and Mon¬ 
mouth’s invasions, may in a great measure, 
be characterized by similar Epithets^ and 
excites regret, from presenting only a frag¬ 
ment. But if, instead of collating Rapin, 
Hume, arid Burnet; or employing his time 
on the inspection of documents in the Depdt 
des Archives at Paris; he had dedicated it to 
a delineation, however simple, of the great 
-political scenes in which he Had acted so dis- 
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tinguished a part j witlr what avidity should 
we not have perused the wotk? We .might 
then have beheld as in a mirror, the Secret 
History of the Rockingham, and the Coalition' 
Administrations, drawn by a master hand, 
which had propelled the ostensible Ministers 
of the two period^ It was thus that Clarendon 
beguiled the hours of unmerited disgrace and 
exile, when he wrote his '' History of the great 
Rebellion.” The Cardinal de Retz, a man 
to whom Mr. Fox bore some Analogy in certain 
features of his political life, of his character,' 
and fortune; made the best atonement to his. 
Country, and to Posterity, for the irregularities 
and agitations which marked the Zenith of his 
career, by tracing with his own hand, in his 
decline, the outline of those transactions 
which he had guided or produced. We forget 
his deviations from prudence, his faction, and 
his Ambition, in the elegance of his Genius, 
and the ingenuous disclosure of his errors. 

Perhaps no portion of time in the course of 
the two Iasi Centuries, offers, proportionably to 
its duration, so few of those interesting Anec¬ 
dotes at ’ which we eagerly grasp, where the 
Sovereign comes personally forward to; Our 
inspection, as the reign of George the Third. 
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The reason is obvious, and arose out of the 
King’s.character. . Charles the Second, and 
Levi^is the. Fourteenth, surrounded by Mis-; 
tresses, and all the dissipation of a Court, 
presented to Burnet, to Grammont* or to 
Voltaire, perpetual matter of entertaining 
recital. Even George the First and Second 
pfTered. some resources of a similar nature, to 
Lord Melcomb, for his “ Diary;” and to 
Horace Walpole, for his “ Reminiscences.” 
But, His present Majesty’s whole life, from 
the age of twenty-two, down to the lamented 
period at which he ceased to reign, was passed 
either in the severe and exemplary discharge 
of his duties of every description; or 

in ,the bosom of his family, amidst domestic 
sources of amusement. In his agricultural 
occupations, or when engaged in the diversions 
of the held, he was only seen by the few, who 
from their official situations or dignity, had 
access to his person. No splendid assemblies 
of both sexes, or festive entertainments, to 
which beauty, rank, and pleasure in a com¬ 
prehensive sense, must have contributedby 
levelling him in some measure with his guests, 
presented him to view, divested of the: forms 
of royalty. Unlike his predecessor, who even 
at, an advanced age,, still preserved a relish for. 



MEMOIRS. 


9 


those enjoyments; George the Third, while a 
young man, neither frequented Masquerades, 
nor ever engaged at Play, nor passed his even¬ 
ings in society calculated.to unbend his mind 
from the fatigues of business, and the vexa¬ 
tions of state. 

All the splendor of a Court was. laid aside, 
or only exhibited for a few hours, on a Birth¬ 
day. Rarely, during the first twenty years 
after his Accession, did he join in any scene 
of public amusement, if we except the 
diversion of the Theatre. Still more rarely 
did he sit down at table with any of his 
Courtiers or Nobility. His repasts, private, 
short; and temperate, never led tq the slight¬ 
est excess. Hence, his enemies endeavoured 
to represent him, most unjustly, as affecting 
the state of ah Asiatic prince, scarcely, ever 
visible except on the Terrace at "Windsor, or 
in the Circle, at a Levee. “ Junius,” who 
saw him through the most unfavourable me¬ 
dium, and who converted his very virtues, 
into subjects of accusation, or of reproach; 
depictures St. James’s as a Court, “ where 
“ prayers are morality, and kneeling is reli- 
“ gion.” It was-nottill a period later than.the 
point, of time at which these Memoirs stop, 
that the King began to mix in a select com- 
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pany, and occasionally to indulge in the plea¬ 
sures of society. Previous to the yeair 1784; 
it is only in the foreign or domestic transac¬ 
tions of his Reign, often only within the vvalls 
of one, or of the other House of Parliament, 
that the materials can generally be found for 
writing the internal History of the Time. 
These remarks, I am sensible, apply princi¬ 
pally, though not exclusively, to the part of 
the present work-where the scene lies wholly 
in England; whereas the first Volume traverses 
the Continent, through different Countries, 
from Portugal, round to Naples and Tuscany. 

Soon after I had compleated my twenty- 
first year, in 1772, I passed over to Portugal; 
in the Capital’ of which kingdom, or in its 
vicinity, I staid a considerable time. Joseph, 
son and successor of John the Fifth, then oc¬ 
cupied the throne; but the kingdom was 
governed by the celebrated Count d’CEyras, 
who had been recently created Marquis de 
Pombal. Few First Ministers, during the 
course of the last Century, displayed greater 
talents for administration, or exercised more 
unlimited authority. The King, though only 
third in order of descent, was fourth in suc¬ 
cession from the Duke of Braganza, denomi¬ 
nated John the Fourth, who in 1640 recovered 
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Portugal from the Spanish dominion; and at 
the time of which I speak,, he had passed his 
fifty-seventh year. He was of a good stature, 
but inclined to corpulency: his features re¬ 
gular, his eye quick and lively, if a habit of 
holding his mouth somewhat open, had not 
diminished the expression of intelligence, 
which his countenance would otherwise have 
conveyed. In his cheeks he had a high scor¬ 
butic humour, attributed commonly, to exr 
cesses of wine,; though it might partly arise 
from violent exercise constantly taken under 
a burning sun. His face, indeed, was nearly 
as dusky as that of a Moor; and at Fez or 
Mequinez, habited in the Turkish dress, with 
a Turban on his head, he might easily have 
passed for Muley Ismael, the sovereign of 
Morocco. Never had any Lusitanian peasant, 
coarser and darker hands.. One could not 
look at him, without involuntarily recollect¬ 
ing how near are the shores, and how similar 
are the climates, of Portugal, and of Africa. 

Two passions or pursuits. Hunting arid Mu¬ 
sic, principally occupied his time, absorbed his 
thoughts, arid divided his affections; nor was. 
it easy to decide which of them possessed the 
strongest ascendant over him. In the former 
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diversion he passed the far greater part of 
the day: to the latter amusemeht his evenings 
were principally or wholly dedicated, either 
in public, when at the.Opera; or in private, 
with his family. , No royal House in Europe 
was then so musical as that of Portugal. 
Joseph ;hiniself performed with considerable 
execution, oh the Violin; and the three Prin¬ 
cesses, his daughters, all were proficients in a 
greater, or in a less degree, on different instru¬ 
ments. , If he was prevented by the weather 
from going out to the chace, the King had 
recourse, for occupation to his Manege. On 
Sundays, he seldom or never missed attending 
the Italian Opera in Lisbon; but he likewise 
maintained another Opera at Belem, bis resi¬ 
dence near the Capital. I have been present 
at this latter performance, to which, only 
foreign Ministers,. Officers, persons belonging 
to the Court, and foreigners of condition, were 
admitted; alL of them, gratuitously. The 
house, itself was of very contracted dimensions; 
the Pit not being calculated to contain more 
than about one hundred and thirty individuals. 
Boxes, indeed, in the proper acceptation of 
the term; there were none; the King, Queen, 
and Royal Family, being seated in a Gallery 
fronting the Stage, elevated considerably above 
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the body of the House. One small Box was 
constructed on each side j that on the right 
hand being appropriated to the Patriarch, or 
head of the Portuguese Church, whom I have 
seen present at the performance. The other 
usually remained vacant, being reserved for 
any stranger of high rank who might visit 
Portugal. 

The circumstance which distinguished this 
entertainment from any other of the same 
kind which I ever witnessed; and which may 
appear so extraordinary, as hardly to obtain 
credit; consisted in the total exclusion of 
women, not only from the Pit, but from the 
Stage; either as spectators, or as Actresses. 
No female could obtain admission. The rea¬ 
son commonly assigned by the Court, for 
proscribing the whole sex from any partici¬ 
pation in an amusement, of which, in all other 
European Countries, they constitute the princi¬ 
pal ornanieht and the soul; was, that there were 
no proper places for ladies. But it might have 
been answered, that nothing could be easier 
than to construct side-Boxes for their reception. 
Even this reason could not explain their 
exclusion from the Stage, on which none except 
Italian Castrati were ever admitted to sing, or 



14 


HISTORICAL 


to perform any p^ivt.^ Battistini, who filled 
with great distinction theXirst female,Charac¬ 
ters, was selected and engaged, not only for. 
his superior vocal excellence, but for his femi¬ 
nine appearance, and admirable resemblance 
to a woman, when he was dressed in female 
attire. So complete.indeed was the deception, 
that I think it never would have occurred to 
any uninformed person, to doubt for an instant, 
of his being what he personated. Even the 
Ballels were all performed by men or boys, 
habited in the Costume of Nymphs, Shepherd¬ 
esses, and Goddesses; This exclusion of all 
females, except the Queen and Princesses, 
rendered the Spectacle, though othervvise mag¬ 
nificent in machiriery and decorations, as well 
as. scientific in point of musical execution; 
comparatively insipid, dull, and destitute 
of interest or animation. Incredible as 
it may seem, the passion of jealousy con¬ 
stituted the cause of so singular a prohibition. 
The Queen of Portugal, though at this time 
she was considerably advanced towards her 
sixtieth year, yet watched every motion of her 
husband, with all. the vigilant anxiety of a 
young woman. And in order the better to 
secure his personal fidelity, she wisely took 
care to remove from before his eyes, as much 
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as possible, 'every temptation to inconstancy. 
The ladies in waiting, and Maids of Honour, 
who attended Their Majesties in public, must 
certainly have been selected for their want of 
all attractions;, and they were besides, too 
far advanced in years, to be longer capable of 
inspiring any sentiment except respect. The 
Portugueze females who accompanied Cathe¬ 
rine of Braganza in 1662, when she came 
over to England, in order to espouse Charles 
the Second whose total deficiency in personal 
charms, is “50 eloquently described in the 
“ Memoires de Grammont;!’ could not pos¬ 
sibly exceed in that particular, the Attendants 
on,Marianna Victoria, wife of Joseph the 
First. . 

Nor was her vigilance by any means con¬ 
fined to the Opera. She displayed the same 
apprehensions, and took sirhilar precautions, 
against any rival or intruder in the King’s 
affections, whenever he went out to the chace. 
Whether, the diversion was hunting, or shoot¬ 
ing, or falconing, she was constantly at his 
side. No woman in Europe indeed rode 
bolder, or with more skill. Her figure al¬ 
most defied the powers of description, on these 
occasions. She sat astride, as was the uni¬ 
versal custom in Portugal, ^nd wore English 
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leather Breeches; frequently black; over 
.which she threw a petticoat, which did not 
always conceal her legs. A jacket of cloth, 
or of .stuff, and a cocked hat, sometimes laced, 
at other times without ornament, compleated 
the.masculine singularity of her appearance. 
When, after having let loose the Falcon,’ she 
followed' him with her eye in his flight, she 
always threw the reins on her horse’s neck; 
allowing him to carry her wherever he 
pleased, fearless of accidents. She was ad¬ 
mitted to be an excellent shot, seldom missing 
the bird at which she fired; even when flying: 
but this diversion had nearly produced a most 
tragical result; as, a few years before I 
visited Portugal, she very narrowly missed 
killing the King with a ball, which actually 
grazed his temple. Few. princes in modern 
Times, have had 'more hair-breadth escapes 
from danger or assassination, than Joseph the 
First experienced; on which subject I shall 
have occasion to say much, in the course of 
these observations. 

In the year 1772 , the Court of Lisbon of¬ 
fered; scarcely any sources of amusement to 
a foreigner. Neither Levees, nor drawing¬ 
rooms were ever held; except on Birth-days, 
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and on a few particular festivals. The King, 
Queen, his brother Don Pedro, his three 
daughters, and the young Prince of Beyra, 
lived all under the same roof, and inhabited 
a long wooden range of apartments at Belem, 
lower down the bank of the Tagus than 
Lisbon. The terrors and recollection of the 
Earthquake of 1755, were so deeply impressed 
on their minds, that they preferred residing 
in a wooden building, however mean, or in¬ 
convenient, rather than encounter the perils 
annexed to a stone edifice. • Joseph had never 
slept under a house, properly so denominated, 
during near seventeen years. Wherever he 
moved, either wooden Barracks or tents, 
were provided for his accommodation. I 
have seen tents pitched for his reception, in 
the fields adjoining the palace of Maffra, 
while that immense and costly edifice was to¬ 
tally abandoned, neglected, and unfurnished. 
These precautions, however singular and al¬ 
most pusillanimous they may at first sight 
seem, were nevertheless necessary in Portugal. 
Experience had fully demonstrated, that the 
most solid, massy, and well-constructed build¬ 
ings of stone, only exposed the inhabitant to 
greater, and more inevitable destruction, in 
the event of an earthquake; because the re- 
VOL. I. c 
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sistance made by siich materials to the undu¬ 
lation or shock, produced their overthrow. 
On the contrary, any structure composed of 
wood, supported, like the Barracks, inhabited 
by the Royal Family, on pillars of the same 
materials ; yielding to the concussion of the 
earth, rocked and waved with the'convulsion, 
thus escaping its worst effects. 

■ ’ ■;.< . b ' / 

No splendor or exhibition of state was main¬ 
tained by the King of Portugal,, who, though 
he scarcely • ever-failed to attend, with the 
Royal Family, every week, at the Bull Feasts, 
and at the Italian Opera in Lisbon, yet was al¬ 
ways understood ta be present incognito. The 
only deviation from this practice or Etiquette; 
took place when the Court went;annually, as 
was the invariable custom in time of Carnival, 
about the middle of January, to the.Palace of 
Salva Tierra, . situated several leagues higher 
up the Tagus than-the Metropolis. The King 
remained there till the rnonth of March,^ and 
all the foreign Ministers usually attended him. 
Hunting parties, to which strangers of condi¬ 
tion,were admitted, constituted the occupation 
of the day y followed in the evening by ah 
Opera, like thatofBelera, open gratuitously to 
all such persons had been presented,to the 
L) ’ ■ " 
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Sovereign. I was assured that Joseph expend¬ 
ed no less a sum than about forty thousand 
Pounds Sterling annually, on the diversion of 
the Opera. Yet he was likewise fond of Play, 
and passed much time at the card table. Pre¬ 
vious to the memorable Earthquake of 1755, 
he was considered as temperate, drinking usu¬ 
ally water at his meals: but such was the ef¬ 
fect produced on his mind, and so severe the 
dejection of spirits which he experienced, 
after that awful visitation of Providence; 
that it was apprehended, his health would be 
seriously affected by it. His physicians pre¬ 
scribed the use of wine, as necessary to restore 
his constitution; a prescription which proved 
so agreeable to the patient, that it was com¬ 
monly believed, His Majesty indulged him¬ 
self too freely in its use. At an earlier period 
of his life,'^he was supposed to have been guilty 
of excesses' of another kind, and to have 
given the Queen, frequent occasion for jealou¬ 
sy : nor had the partiality of Joseph towards 
the sex, by any means become extinct with 
the decline of years. But his attachments or 
amours, were always secret, decorous, and, 
conducted with a becoming regard to public 
opinion, as well as with a due attention to his 
domestic and conjugal felicity. ; No Mistress, 

C 2 
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like Madame de Pompadour, or Madame du 
Barry ini France, under Louis the Fifteenth; 
or Madame Chevalier at Petersburgh, under 
Paul the First, dishonoured and disgraced the 
Court of Portugal. 

Joseph, considered in his kingly character 
and capacity, though not to be ranked among 
the first Princes in vigor and ability, who then 
reigned in Europe, was not deficient in talents 
or qualities befitting the Throne. If he felt 
his own inability to govern, he demonstrated 
no common discernment and force of mind, 
in the selection of a Minister, to whom he de¬ 
legated that office. The Marquis de Pombal 
exercised in fact, all the functions of the mo¬ 
narchy. He possessed nearly as unlimited 
an ascendant over his master, as the Cardinal 
of Lerma did over Philip the Third, or the 
Conde d’Olivarez over Philip the Fourth, 
Kings of Spain; and was accustomed to trans¬ 
act public business, at hours and seasons 
usually dedicated to pleasure, or lost in sleep. 
The King very frequently signed papers of the 
greatest consequence after midnight, before 
he retired to rest; at which time the Marquis 
commonly waited on him for the purpose. The 
hereditary superstition which characterized 
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the house of Braganza, and in the practice of 
which Joseph himself had been educated; 
which distinguished his father John the Fifth, 
and which survived in the present reigning 
Queen, till she became alienated in mind; 
by no means existed in him. The seizure and 
expulsion of the Jesuits, sufficiently manifest¬ 
ed his superiority to the bigbtted veneration 
felt for that order of men, among the great 
majority of his subjects. If he possessed, 
himself, no taste for the fine arts, nor evinced 
any passion for learning and polite letters, he 
at least extended protection to their profes¬ 
sors. During the period of two and twenty 
years that he had then reigned since the de¬ 
cease of John the Fifth, a great and salutary 
change had taken place among the Portugueze, 
in all the attainments of a civilized people. 
Establishments for the education of the young 
nobility and gentry, had been founded, which 
would have done honor to Great Britain; 
and which, though originating with the Mi¬ 
nister, yet could only have been fully ac¬ 
complished by the consent of the Sovereign. 

These laudable acts of Government, were 
nevertheless’ contrasted with corresponding 
defects of Administration; some of which 
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might be justly attributed to the Marquis de 
Pombalj while others seemed personally to re¬ 
proach the Ring. The people universally and 
loudly, complained of oppression. In the royal 
Household, mismanagement prevailed to such 
a degree,- that almost all the domestic servants 
and menial attendants of the Court, having 
been unpaid for several, years,. were in the 
lowest stage of distress. The reverse had been 
the case under his predecessor John,the Fifth. 
Joseph’s revenues were commonly supposed 
to amount to two Millions Sterling, while the 
national expenditure did not usually exceed a 
moiety of that sum. Yet the footmen who 
followed the royal carriages in public, were 
left almost without the means of even pro¬ 
curing sustenance. I never saw the King 
and Queen in any carriage, except a sort of 
Caleche, or chaise, drawn by two mules of 
no uncommon beauty. In this equipage, which 
was nothing less than royal, they always at¬ 
tended the-Bull Feasts. When Her Majesty 
accompanied the Princesses her daughters, to 
say Mass, or to perform her devotions, at 
some church in the vicinity of Lisbon, she 
w;as drawn in a Coach, with only a pair of 
horses of a very inferior description, and such 
a set of harness as we should scarcely con» 
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sider to be good enough for a Hackney-coach. 
About forty Horse-guards accompanied them, 
and they igenerally,distributed some money to 
the populace, dr rather the beggars,-who as¬ 
sembled in groups at the door of the church.' 

I went, one day, to look at the royal Car¬ 
riages, kept at Alcantara, about a mile out of 
Lisbon. There were at least thirty; some of 
which had cost, as the people assured me, 
two hundred thousand Crusadoes, or twenty 
thousand Pounds Sterling. They were very 
magnificent, and had all been built either in 
Rome. or at Paris. London had not then 
begun to supply the Continent with that ar¬ 
ticle of luxury. Among the royal Carriages, 
I was struck with the Coach, in which John 
the. Fourth made .his public entry into the> 
Capital, after recovering Portugal from the 
Spaniards. It nearly realized the descriptions! 
given us of those vehicles, soon after their 
first appearance or invention in the, sixteenth 
Century. TheCarriage in question, which had 1 
been, constructed in 1641, was consequently 
above a hundred and thirty years old, at the 
time when I saw it; and might more properly 
be denominated a chamber on wheels, than a i 
Coach, in the modern acceptation of the term, 
as it was capable of containing ten or twelve. 
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persons with the utmost convenience. The 
sides were open; the windows resembling the 
lattices of our farm-houses, divided into small 
panes, with casements for the admission of 
ail*. It was preserved with pious veneration, 
as a monument of the emancipation of the 
kingdom by the first Prince of the House of 
Braganza. Henry the Fourth was seated in 
just such another Coach, when he was stabbed 
by Ravaillac, in the year 1610, in the Rue 
de la Ferronerie, at Paris. 

Joseph the first had twice escaped from 
similar fate to that of Henry:, the first time 
in 1758; and the last, only two years before 
I visited Lisbon. The former attempt, which 
occupies a memorable place among the tra¬ 
gical events of the-Eighteenth Century, may 
rank with Damien’s attempt on Louis the 
Fifteenth’s life, in 1755; and with the attack 
made in 1771, on Stanislaus, King of Poland. 
I allude to the conspiracy of the Duke 
d’Aveiro, and the Marquis de Tavora, in 1758; 
all. the leading particulars of which, I have 
often heard recounted by contemporary wit¬ 
nesses. The Duke d’Aveiro, whose family 
name was Mascarenhas, descended from Don 
George, a natural son? of John the Second, 
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King of Portugal, one of the most illustrious 
Princes who has reigned in modern ages; the 
contemporary of our Henry the Seventh; and 
to whose exertions we owe -^in- an eminent 
degree, the discovery of a passage to India, 
round the Cape of Good Hope. D’Aveiro’s 
talents appear to have been very moderate, 
and his courage very equivocal : but his tem¬ 
per, ferocious, as well as vindictive, rendered 
him capable of embracing the ihost flagitious 
measures for the gratification of his revenge. 
The King of Portugal’s escape, which was 
altogether fortuitous, resulted from the cool¬ 
ness or presence of mind, manifested by the 
Coachman who drove the royal Carriage. For, 
this man, finding that several shots or balls 
had passed through it behind, and not doubt¬ 
ing that Joseph was wounded > instead of pro¬ 
ceeding forward, immediately turned round 
his mules, and took the road that led to the 
house of the King’s Surgeon. By this sudden 
and unexpected Manoeuvre, Joseph avoided 
falling into the hands of four other armed 
parties, of Conspirators, who were posted at 
different places, where it was known he must 
pass in his way to the palace. - 

A woman, the old Marchionessi of Tavora, 
formed the soul of this sanguinary enterprize. 
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wHich conducted the principal persons en¬ 
gaged in it^‘to a cruel and'ignorainious death. 
Revenge, heightened by personal enmity to¬ 
wards the King -and the first Minister, who 
had refused to raise the Marquis of Tavora, to 
the dignity of a Duke ; rather than* any well 
ascertained intention^ or expectation of sub-, 
verting the Government, and dethroning the 
Braganza,family;.seem to have stimulated the 
Conspirators to so atrocious an undertaking. 

Precisely similar motives impelled the 
Duke of Orleans to produce those commo¬ 
tions, which eventually overturned the French' 
throne, and led to the horrors of the Revolution . 
It was not Ambition, or the hope of reigning, 
but personal hatred and revenge. The late 
Duke'of Dorset, who, from the situation that 
he occupied during several years, as Embassa¬ 
dor to the Court of Versailles, had oppor¬ 
tunities of obtaining the most authentic in¬ 
formation, has many, times assured me of this 
fact. He knew it from the Queen herself. 
She'constituted the principal object of the 
Duke of Orleans’s detestation, whose malig¬ 
nity was not so,much levelled against Louis 
the Sixteenth, as against the Queen. That 
princess'had given him many causes of aver¬ 
sion ; one of which consisted in endeavouring 
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successfully to prevent the marriage of his 
daughter, Mademoiselle d’Orleans, with the 
Duke d’Angoulesme. Marie Antoinette na¬ 
turally wished to unite her own daughter in 
marriage with; the young Prince, as she there¬ 
by secured to her.the:succession to the throne 
of France, in case that. Louis the Sixteenth 
should not leave behind him any son. The 
Duke of Dorset told me, that as early as 1786, 
or 1787, the Queen has said to him, on-her 
seeing the Duke of Orleans at Versailles j 

Monsieur le Due, jegardez cette homme 
“,1a.. II me deteste, et il a jure ma perte. 

Je la yois .dans ses .yeux, tou.tes les fois 
.“ qu’il me fixe. II ne sera jamais content, 
“ jusqu’ace qu’il me voit etendue morte a ses 
“ pieds.” He.lived in fact, to witness her tra¬ 
gical end, but- he survived her. only a very 
short time. I return from this digression, to 
the Portugueze conspirators. They executed 
their attempt, like men destitute of courage: 
for, if the first band, who intercepted the 
King, as he was returning from Belem, had 
fired into the Carriage as he advanced, instead 
of vyaiting, as. they did, till he had passed, 
before they discharged,their pieces, he . must 
have fallen. The ball with which he, was 
wounded, passed between his side and his 
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arm, tearing the flesh of both, but without in¬ 
flicting any severe wound. 

The consternation excited by the attempt, 
was augmented by the obscurity in which it 
was enveloped; the Court remaining for some 
W'eeks, in total ignorance of the authors of 
the conspiracy - as the Conspirators did, on 
the other hand, in equal uncertainty respect¬ 
ing the nature and consequences of the King’s 
wounds. It is a fact, that the Duke d’Aveiro 
and the Marquis of Tavora repaired almost 
daily to the King’s apartment, to make their 
enquiries in person after his health; expres¬ 
sing the utmost abhorrence of the treason. 
They were even admitted to his presence; 
but, in a chamber intentionally kept so dark, 
as to render it impossible for them to ascertain 
the probability of his recovery. Meanwhile, 
the vigilance of the Marquis de Pombal, 
aided, as is said, by some imprudent ex¬ 
pressions of the Duke d’Aveiro, enabled the 
Minister to trace, and to ascertain, the guilt 
of the Conspirators. They were then arrested, 
and brought to trial. The Duke d’Aveiro, 
the Marquis of Tavora, and his two sons, were 
broken oh the wheel; while the old Mar¬ 
chioness, who, in consideration of her sex. 
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was sentenced to be beheaded, ascended the 
Scaffold with a firm step, betrayed neither fear 
nor contrition, and laid down her head on the 
Block, as she would have done on a pillow. 

Haughty and imperious in her character, 
she was restrained by no considerations of pity 
or of humanity, when her vengeance, her am¬ 
bition, or her interest, impelled her. The 
meetings of the Conspirators were frequently- 
held in a summer house, situate in the garden 
of the Marquis of Tavora’s palace at Lisbon, 
with which it was connected by a long wooden 
Gallery. It happened that a young Portu- 
gueze lady, of noble extraction, but of re¬ 
duced circumstances, who lived in the Mar¬ 
chioness’s family, as her companion; surprized 
at observing lights, one evening, in this sum¬ 
mer house, and altogether without suspicion 
of the cause; was attracted by curiosity to 
approach the place. As she advanced along 
the Gallery that led to it, she heard voices 
in earnest conversation; and on coming 
nearer, soon distinguished that of the Mar¬ 
chioness, who seemed to be animated by 
some cause, to a pitch of uncommon vio¬ 
lence. She listened for a few seconds ; and 
then, apprehensive of being discovered in 
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such a situation, she was about to return 
from whence she came," .when the door 
suddenly opening, the Marchioness herself 
appeared. Their surprize was mutual; and 
the latter demanded, with much agitation, 
what cause had brought her to that place? 
She answered, that her astonishment at ob¬ 
serving lights in. the sumnier house, had led 
her to/ ascertain the. reason. “: You ' have 
then, no’ doubt,” said the Marchioness, 
‘‘ overheard our conversation ?” The ybiihg 
lady protested that she was perfectly igno¬ 
rant of any part of it; and that as^sooii as 
she distinguished* the' Marchioness’s* voice, 
her respect„ led her to return to the:pa¬ 
lace, which she was ' about' to do, at the- 
moment when the door opened.. But the 
Marchioness, who had too much at stake to 
be so easily satisfied or deceived, assuming 
a tranquil air, and affecting: to repose a- 
confidence in her, “ The Marquis and I,”, 
rejoined, she, “ have had a serious ' arid a 
‘‘ violent quarrel, during the course of which," 
“ he had the rudeness to contradict me in 
“ the most insulting manner; and he even 
“ carried his audacity to such a point, as to 
“ give me the lie. I burst out of the room, 
“ unable to restrain my indignation, and no' 
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longer mistress of my'emotions. Did you' 
not hear him give me the lie at the. time 
” I opened the door ?” I did. Madam,” 
imprudently replied the unfortunate lady. 
Aware from that instant, that the nature of 
their meeting, and of the subjects agitated at 
it, was now in some measure discovered, she 
instantly determined to prevent the possibility' 
of its being, further divulged. Next morning,' 
the body of-the unhappy listener was found in 
onebf the. streets of Lisbon, wrapt in a sheet, 
scarcely cold, and the blood still oozing from 
various' wounds inflicted on her with a dagger. 
It was not,doubted at the time, that she had 
been, piit .to death by secret directions, issued 
from the. palace of Tavora : but, the power of 
that greatLamily, and the frequency of similar 
spectacles in the Portugueze Capital, silenced 
all judicial enquiry into' the.causes of her tra¬ 
gical end. .The Marchioness! expiated her 
crime on the Scaffold. Her daughtefriri-law, 
the young Marchioness of Tavora, alone, .who 
was daughter to the Duke d’Aveiro^ exempted 
from. the general destruction. of her. family, 
either bn account of her presumed innocence, 
or,' as was pretended .by others, from motives 
of private partiality on the part: of the King, 
was immured in a. Convent. She ,was, I 
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believe, still living in 1772, under confine¬ 
ment.* ; • . '’i 

The second attempt made on Joseph’s.life, 
arose from the irritated feelings of a poor 
Portugueze peasant: i.This man, driven to 
despair by the conduct of the King’s domes¬ 
tic servants, who had forcibly seized on his 
carts and cattle; rushed furiously on His Ma¬ 
jesty, as he was going out to hunt, and aimed 
a blow with a long pole at his head, which 
narrowly missed him. It happened at the pa¬ 
lace of Villa Viciosa, the ancient patrimonial 
residence of the Dukes of firaganza, where the 
King used sometimes to repair, for a short 
time. The peasant was not executed, but still 
remained, as common rumor asserted, in a 
dungeon at Belem, when I was in Portugal. 
Two such attacks, though of very opposite 
kinds, yet had rendered Joseph timid, and in¬ 
duced him to take many precautions for his 
preservation against, similar, efforts pf private 
vengeance, or of treason. Even at the Italian 
Opera in Lisbon, which he scarcely ever failed 
to attend, yet when he went, as was his cus¬ 
tom, between the Acts, from the rpyal Box in 
front of the stage, to a side Box, from which 
he viewed the Ballets; he always passed 
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through a close passage well secured, con¬ 
structed on purpose, with a view to protect 
his person from any act of violence. 

Marianna Victoria, Q,ueen of Portugal, and 
wife of Joseph, was a daughter of Philip the 
Fifth, King of Spain, by Elizabeth Farnese, 
his second wife, heiress of that celebrated 
Family, and herself a woman of no ordinary 
talents. The Princess in question had been, as 
is well known, betrothed, when a child, to Louis 
the Fifteenth; was sent to France, and resided 
in that country during several years: but on 
the death of the Regent Duke of Orleans, in 
December,. 1 723, when the Government fell 
into the hands of the Duke de Bourbon 3 one 
of the earliest acts of his Administration, was 
to dissolve the unfinished marriage, and to send 
the Princess back to Madrid. In the year 
1729 , when she was not more than eleven, she 
was carried by her father, Philip, to Badajoz, 
and there married to Joseph, then hereditary 
Prince of Portugal, who himself had not at¬ 
tained his fourteenth year. The nuptials were 
immediately solemnized 5 the bride and bride¬ 
groom being.put into the same bed together, in 
presence of the great officers of the Courts but 
it was near six years afterwards, in December 
VOL. I. D 
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1734, before she brought into the world a 
daughter, the present Queen. 

Marianna Victoria was said to have been 
very agreeable in her person, when young; 
but in 1772 , no traces remained of that beau¬ 
ty. Her figure was short and thick, her 
face red; her nose large, and her manner des¬ 
titute of softness or elegance. There was, in¬ 
deed, nothing feminine in her appearance or 
demeanour. Nevertheless, her eyes, which 
were dark, lively, and piercing, retained 
their original lustre. She wore a profusion of 
Rouge; her neck and shoulders, whether at 
Church, at the Opera, or at a Bull Feast, 
being always bare; and she seemed to be not 
only in possession of health, but capable of 
the roughest exercise, or most severe fatigue. 
Her arms were brown and sun-burnt, from 
her perpetually following the chace. Those 
persons who knew Her Majesty well, always 
assured me that she neither wanted spirit, nor 
ability, though she never attempted to possess 
power, nor had ever attained any political in¬ 
fluence. All her anxiety seemed to be confin¬ 
ed to the person of her royal partner, and did 
not extend to the guidance of state affairs. If 
any opinion might be formed of her religion, 
from her behaviour at Mass, she was assured- 
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]y no bigot. I was accustomed to frequent, 
from motives of curiosity, the church of the 
Necessidadas, and that of St. Francisco da 
Paola, where she constantly attended, with the 
Princesses, her daughters ; and I may truly as¬ 
sert, that I never saw any woman who manifest¬ 
ed so little attention while at her devotions. 

Of a widely different character from her 
Mother in that respect, was the princess of 
Brazil, Maria, eldest of -the three daughters 
of'Joseph, and presumptive Heiress to the 
Crown of Portugal. In her, a gloomy and 
severe spirit of Superstition, formed the pre¬ 
dominant feature. Her mind was said to be 
deeply impressed with the tragical Catastrophe 
of the Duked’Aveiro, and his associates, whose 
fate she was believed to .lament, as having 
been unmerited, or unjust. To her reflec¬ 
tions upon those terrible Executions, height¬ 
ened by the remonstrances or reproaches of 
her Confessor, has been indeed generally attri¬ 
buted the subsequent alienation of her under¬ 
standing. In her person, she was taller than 
either of her sisters, as well as thinner; of a 
pale and wan complexion, that seemed to in¬ 
dicate melancholy; her features, prominent, 
strong, and altogether destitute of any attrac- 
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tions. In all the duties and departments of prir 
vate life, she was exemplary. Married to her 
Uncle, only brother to the King, they exhibit¬ 
ed a model of nuptial felicity. The union, 
however repugnant to our modes of thinking, 
and in some measure contrary to nature, yet 
had been fruitful: they had then two sons and 
a daughter living. The desire of preventing 
any possibility of a disputed succession, be¬ 
tween the collateral male heir to the throne, 
and the female in direct descent, dictated this 
species of incestuous marriage; which, what¬ 
ever sanction it may derive from Antiquity, 
among the Ptolemies, or the Seleucidae, and 
even among the Caesars, can plead no parallel 
among the other royal Houses of modern Eu¬ 
rope. It ishot the least singular circumstance 
of the transaction,, that so far from. any 
compulsion having been used to accom¬ 
plish it, the Princess, from her early youth, 
entertained a strong partiality and attach¬ 
ment towards Dori Pedro, her future Hus¬ 
band. She was near thirty-eight years old, 
when I visited Portugal. 

All the talents of the female part of the 
Braganza Family, were said to be concentra¬ 
ted ill Donna.Maria Anna, second of Joseph’s 
daughters. Shorter and thicker in her person. 
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than the Princess of Brazil, she was more 
agreeable in her countenance , possessing a 
ruddy complexion, as well as a more animated 
expression of features. Her mind was likewise 
expanded, and her understanding cultivated 
by polite knowledge. Many of her hours 
were dedicated to reading, and she was re¬ 
garded as superior to Bigotry. In addition 
to these solid endowments, she joined great 
taste and skill in Music, with a fine voice. 
Though the most accomplished of the three 
sisters, she was nevertheless doomed to re¬ 
main unmarried in her father’s court, having 
attained, in 1772, her thirty-sixth year. Na¬ 
ture had been in some respects more bountiful 
to the third Princess, Donna Maria Bene- 
dicta, who was likewise considerably younger, 
being only six and twenty years old at this 
time. Though low in stature, clumsy, and 
much inclined to Embonpoint, her face was 
very handsome ^ her eyes dark and eloquent, 
her complexion fair, the contour of her coun¬ 
tenance rather round than oval, and her fea¬ 
tures small, as well as delicate. But she was 
not considered- to possess the superiority of 
mind, that distinguished Maria Anna. About 
seven years before the time of which I speak, 
a treaty of marriage had been set on foot be- 
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tween this Princess and the Emperor Joseph 
the Second, who wasjhen recently become a- 
widower,, by the death of his first wife, a 
Daughter of "Don Philip, Duke of Parma. 
The Negotiation proceeded so far, that prepa¬ 
rations were made for transporting her from 
Lisbon to Flanders, in her way to Vienna; 
and a ship, constructed expressly for the pur¬ 
pose in the Brazils, magnificently decorated, 
lay ready in the Tagus. But, the intrigues 
and exertions of the old Queen Dowager of 
Spain, mother of Charles. the Third, and 
grandmother of the Princess herself; who 
was incensed at the endeavours of the Mar¬ 
quis de Pombal, to assume the exclusive merit 
of this alliance; rendered the plan abortive. 

It is probable, and I have been so assured 
at Vienna, that the pretext used to indispose 
the Austrian Court from accomplishing the 
projected nuptials, was the representation 
made of the improbability of Maria Benedicta 
producing children, on account of her ten¬ 
dency to become large and corpulent in her 
Person. Incredible and unni^tural as the Fact 
may seem, she was actually married, several 
years, afterwards, in 1777, when turned of 
thirty years of age, to her own nephew, her 
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sister’s son, the young Prince of Beira, even¬ 
tual heir to the Throne of Portugal. The 
ceremony was performed in Joseph’s apart¬ 
ments, as he lay expiring and they lived to¬ 
gether many years, but never had any issue. 
There seems to have been no rational excuse, 
or adequate motive assigned, for this second 
union in the same Family, which impresses 
with a degree of horror, or at least, of disgust; 
and was in itself the more remarkable, as the 
Portugueze women of condition seldom bear 
children, if not married before twenty-eight or 
thirty Years of Age. Catherine of Portugal, 
daughter of John the Fourth, who was the 
wife of our Charles the Second, and who 
espoused him at an earlier age, I believe about 
twenty-four, never brought him any issue, 
male or female; but Burnet says, that.the 
King himself told him, (Dr. Burnet) that 
she had been with child.” She even once 
miscarried, when considerably advanced in 
her pregnancy, if we may believe the same 
historical authority: but, as Charles had no 
fewer, it is asserted, I think by Dr. Lucas, 
in his History of England, than fifty-three 
natural children, by different mistresses, in 
the course of his life; we must suppose that 
his failure of legitiniate issue, originated on 
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the side of his Queen. Some excuse may 
be suggested for the marriage of the eldest 
daughter of Joseph, with his brother, Don 
Pedro, where there existed no direct male^ 
issue to inherit the Crown; but it was re¬ 
served for the family of Braganza to exhibit 
to mankind, in the Eighteenth Century, the 
extraordinary spectacle of a youth of fifteen, 
espousing his own Aunt, at thirty. From 
such a matrimonial Connexion, it can neither 
excite surprise nor regret, that no descend¬ 
ants should have sprung. 

The Prince of Beyra himself, eldest son 
of the Princess of Brazil and of Don Pedro, 
w'as then the Marcellus of Portugal; towards 
whom all eyes were turned, and from whose 
future auspicious Government, political mira¬ 
cles were fondly anticipated. It may excite 
the more surprize that such expectations 
should have been entertained, when I add 
that in 1772, he had only completed the 
eleventh year of his age. I have seen him 
many times, as he never failed to attend the 
Royal Family in public, at the Bull Feasts, at 
Church, and every where except at the Italian 
Opera; a diversion for which he manifested 
a decided aversion. He was tall and manly 
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for his age, though his face was pale and de¬ 
licate; and he appeared to have a weak or de¬ 
fective sight. Hi^ features and his expression 
of countenance, it must be admitted, indi¬ 
cated intelligence. The stories related of his 
capacity and dawning expansion of mind, had 
obtained a very universal credit. Some well 
attested instances of the goodness of his 
disposition, and the liberality of his temper, 
I have heard, which seemed to be entitled to 
belief: but, no sort of inference, as to his 
future character, could be safely drawn from 
these tales. Joseph the First, during the reign 
of his father, had excited similar expectations, 
which he by no means fulfilled after he as¬ 
cended the throne. His grandson, who was 
likewise named Joseph, died at about twenty- 
seven years of age, in 1788, of the small-pox, 
which the bigotted prejudices and ignorance 
of his mother, had prevented her from giving 
him by inoculation; leaving, as I before ob¬ 
served, no issue by his Aunt, to whom he had 
been married during several years. 

With Don Pedro, father and great uncle to 
the Prince of Beyra, I shall conclude my 
remarks on the Royal House of Portugal. He 
was several years younger than the King; not 
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inclined, like Joseph, to corpulency; of a 
sallow complexion; equally destitute in his 
person, as in his manners and address, of ele¬ 
gance or grace; and no way distinguished by 
natural endowments of any kind. He excelled 
in no exercises of the body; and possessed in 
his features, no expression of intellect. His 
faculties were indeed very contracted, and 
altogether unfit for the conduct - of pub¬ 
lic affairs. Possessing neither political power 
nor influence, he could only .be considered 
as a fixture of the Court; and never was 
any Prince a more perfect cypher. He en¬ 
joyed no Command, military or civil; not 
even a;separate establishment or Household. 
When the King hunted, Don Pedro accom¬ 
panied him ; as he equally did to the Opera, or 
to Mass ; never absenting himself, except on 
account of indisposition. He had constructed 
a palace at Cayluze, about six English miles 
from Lisbon; but Don Pedro never resided 
there, though he frequently attended his 
brother to the chace; commonly alighting 
for a few minutes, in order to hear Mass at 
Cayluze. Those who knew him intimately, 
assured me that he was of a devout, friendly, 
and benevolent disposition. On Joseph’s de¬ 
cease, in February, 1777^ when his Consort, 
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the Princess of Brazil, became Queen in her 
own right, he was made:King matrimonial, by 
the name of Don Pedro the Third; as Henry, 
Lord Darnley, became in Scotland, on his 
marriage with Mary Stuart. Don Pedro 
survived his elder brother above nine years, 
dying in May, 1786. 

The public entertainment or exhibition 
which then distinguished Lisbon from all other 
Capitals of Europe, was the celebration of 
Bull Feasts. They were held every Sunday, 
during the Summer and Autumn. I have 
been present at many of them. However 
barbarous the diversion might justly be es¬ 
teemed, it is the only Spectacle that I ever 
witnessed, which could be said to realize in 
some measure,, the, Amphithdatrical Games 
of antient Rome, exhibited; in the Circus. 
They were already extinct in Spain, where 
Charles the Third had abolished them, on his 
ascending the throne in 1759. Joseph and 
the Queen his wife, on the contrary, nou¬ 
rished the strongest partiality, or rather de¬ 
cided passion, for these Games of Moresco 
origin; which they never.failed to attend, 
unless prevented by illness. I have seen the 
King present . there, though one of his eyes 
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was swelled and bandaged; caused by the 
effect of a spark that had flown into it from 
the flint of his fowling piece, when firing 
it at the Chace. Those persons who have 
formed their ideas of Bull Feasts, from 
the entertaining descriptions of the Coun¬ 
tess d’Aulnoi, which she has enlivened by 
amorous, as well as by tragical Adventures; 
and which werC written at Madrid, under 
the reign of Charles the Second, last Prince 
of the Austrian line, in 1679 and 1680; 
would have esteemed the diversion tame, as 
it was exhibited at Lisbon, before Joseph 
the First. Yet was it not altogether divested 
of something that reminded me of the Tour¬ 
naments and exercises of Chivalry, with which 
our imaginations are so warmly impressed in 
youth. The Portugueze Bull Feasts were 
celebrated in a large wooden Amphitheatre, 
capable of commodiously containing many 
thousand persons; surrounded with benches 
below, to a considerable height, which were 
surmounted by tiers of Boxes. The Arena 
was very ample and spacious. When the 
Champion, who was about to engage the 
Bulls, gaily dressed, mounted on a spirited 
horse, a spear in his hand, appeared upon 
the ground, and saluted the Corporation of 
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Lisbon, as was the custom, the effect of the 
Spectacle is not easy to describe in adequate 
terms. From sixteen to twenty Bulls were re¬ 
gularly sacrificed, every Sunday; and though 
circular pieces of leather were fastened on 
their, horns, in order to prevent their rip¬ 
ping up oi\ mortally wounding the combat¬ 
ants, yet I have witnessed many very severe, 
and several nearly fatal accidents. Prodigious 
dexterity, vigour, and address, were displayed 
by some of the horsemen ; particularly by a 
Castilian, who generally made his appearance, 
and whom I have often seen drive his spear, 
at the first thrust, direct into the Bull’s heart, 
when the animal was running furiously at 
him. The Amphitheatre then rang with 
applauses. 

It frequently happened, that the Bulls 
wanted spirit or inclination for the contest. In 
those cases, the Spectacle became rather a 
butchery, than a combat. Or an amusement: 
but some of them would not have disgraced 
a Roman Amphitheatre, if, {as I have been 
assured was customary, a Century earlier); 
their horns, instead of being blunted or 
covered, had been filed and sharpened to a 
point. Several of the men Avho fought on 
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foot, exhibited extraordinary agility and cool¬ 
ness in eluding the rage of the incensed ani¬ 
mal ; but it must at the same time be remem¬ 
bered, that they were commonly six or seven 
combined, all armed with long spears. I have 
seen women engage the Bulls, ride up, and 
wound him. Two in particular, who'were 
DancerinaSi or Posture-girls; one a Venetian, 
the other a Spaniard, habited as men, and 
sitting astride, possessed great firmness, and 
excited general admiration. Sometimes the 
Bulls were furnished by the Court. I have 
beheld twenty killed in the course of three 
hours: eight of which were given by the King, 
as many more by Don Pedro his brother, 
two by the Duke de Cadaval, and two, (how¬ 
ever singular it may seem,) by the Patriarch 
of Lisbon. After having witnessed several of 
these Exhibitions, I confess that I became 
disgusted with them. The most interesting 
part consisted in the assemblage of spectators, 
particularly Ladies, who filled the Boxes. 
Even the seats in the Pit, were generally 
crowded with females. The Queen,' and her 
three daughters, never failed to attend in the 
Royal Box; though they, were considered to 
be there Incognito. However barbarous the 
diversion must be regarded, it always re- 
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minded me of Milton's description of the en¬ 
tertainments. 

Where throngs of Knights and Barons bold, 

In weeds of peace, high triumphs hold ; 

With store of Ladies, whose bright eyes 
Rain influence, and judge the Prize.” 

As soon as the Bull Feast ended, which 
was commonly about six o’clock, the King, 
Queen, and Royal Family immediately re¬ 
paired to the Italian Opera, which was situate 
at a very inconsiderable distance, in the same 
quarter of Lisbon. Such was the invariable 
Usage or Etiquette, every Sunday. Yet, 
there, as at the Bull Feast, though seated in 
the front of the Theatre, they were supposed 
to preserve their Incognito. Joseph’s dress 
on these occasions, was always a full-trimmed 
suit of silk, or of cloth; either quite plain, or 
embroidered with white silk; the sumptuary 
laws of Portugal prohibiting Embroidery of 
gold or silver. He wore a flowing tye-wig, 
as we see George the Second represented in 
his portraits; and the Portugueze Order of 
Christ, across his Breast. The Queen and 
Princesses were covered with Diamonds; in 
particular, the Princess of Brazil: but the 
Queen , alone wore Rouge, from the use of 
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which her daughters abstained. During the 
course of the performance. His Majesty never 
failed to go round to his private Box, close to 
the Stage, in order to view the Ballets^ after 
each of which he returned to the Royal Fa¬ 
mily. On these little excursions, which he 
always seemed to enjoy, and during which he 
generally made the best use of his time, with 
his Opera Glass, in contemplating the female 
part of the audience who filled the side Boxes, 
several Noblemen accompanied him. The 
Count de Prado alone possessed the privilege 
of being seated, when attending the Sovereign; 
a mark of distinguished regard and predilec¬ 
tion. To him, Joseph appeared to commu¬ 
nicate all his confidential discourse, while the 
other individuals in attendance^ remained 
standing behind him. Even the Duke de 
Cadaval, though the sole person of that, high 
rank in the kingdom of Portugal; there being 
no other since the extinction of the Dukedom 
of Aveiro; yet was never permitted to sit 
down, in company with the King. After the 
Count de Prado, the two Counts of Canti- 
neida, and of Arcos, both sons of the Mar¬ 
quis de Marialva, whose name always brought 
Gil Bias before my imagination; enjoyed, in 
1772, the highest place in Joseph’s personal 
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favor. The former, I mean the Count de 
Cantineida, was the only Nobleman in the 
kingdom, allowed by a special grace of the 
Crown, to drive in a Coach and six, with 
which Equipage the King himself had pre¬ 
sented him. 

The memorable Earthquake of the first of 
November, 1755, had impressed on almost 
every part of Lisbon, the most awful traces 
of its existence and ravages, at the time when 
I visited that Capital. Many edifices still re¬ 
mained exactly in the condition that they were 
left by it; presenting such scenes of devasta¬ 
tion and destruction, as would then have 
been vainly sought for elsewhere in any Part 
of Europe. Among them, the antient palace 
of the Dukes of Bragahza, which was built 
on a commanding eminence, in the centre of 
the Metropolis; and the Cathedral of Lisbon, 
stood conspicuous. Both these majestic Struc¬ 
tures hourly threatened to crush the tenant, 
or the Devotee, who ventured to enter them. 
Yet the former pile was inhabited by various 
families or individuals, who sought shelter 
under the tottering roof; and superstition or 
devotion had consecrated Chapels in the 
latter, amidst the ruins of Altars and Domes, 
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where Masses were daily celebrated. I was 
peculiarly led to .visit the Cathedral, by the 
hope of finding the tomb of Camoens, the 
celebrated Portugueze poet, whose body, as 
I had been assured, was there interred. But I 
could discover no proofs of any such inter¬ 
ment, though I made every enquiry; and I 
have reason to believe, after all the researches 
in my power, that as he unquestionably ex¬ 
pired in a public Hospital, of a disease which, 
from its contagious nature, resembled the 
Plague, he was thrown into a common grave, 
with a number of other dead bodies. It is 
certain that no Monument was ever erected 
to his memory. 

A striking, and a melancholy conformity 
exists, betvveen the destiny of the two most 
illustrious men . of genius, whom Spain and 
Portugal have produced in modern Ages. I 
mean, Cervantes, and Camoens: a conformity 
which reflects no honor on those Countries, 
nor on the Sovereigns and Ministers who thus 
abandoned them to the rigors of adversity. 
Both served on the Expeditions undertaken 
against the Mahometans, in the capacity of 
private soldiers; and both were wounded. 
Camoens lost an eye, before the town of 
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Ceuta in Morocco; and Cervantes lost his 
left hand, at the celebrated naval Battle of 
Lepanto, gained by Don .John of Austria in 
1571, over the Turks. Each oF them under¬ 
went captivity, shipwreck, and all the cala¬ 
mities of adverse fortune. Returning to their 
native country, both were admired, and de¬ 
serted. John the Third and Sebastian, Kings 
of Portugal, seem to have done as little to 
ameliorate the Condition of Camoens, as Phi¬ 
lip the Second and Third, the Sovereigns of 
Spain, did for Cervantes. Each of them 
attained to an advanced age, amidst the 
pressure of diseases, penury, and privations. 
Camoens breathed his last at Lisbon, in 1579, 
at about sixty-two years of age, in an Hos¬ 
pital ; reproaching his countrymen, as is as¬ 
serted, for their cruel neglect. Cervantes, 
extenuated by the progress of a Dropsy, 
which was rendered more severe by wantj 
preserved his constitutional gaiety of dispo¬ 
sition to the last moments of his’existence; 
expired, it may be almost said, with the pen 
in his hand; and seemed to triumph over 
dissolution, by the elasticity and energy of 
his mind. He died at Madrid, in 161$; a 
year which likewise deprived the world of 
Shakespear! The author of the “ Lusiad,” 
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and the writer of Don Quixote,” were both 
thrown into the ground without even the de¬ 
cencies of an ordinary funeral ; nor can the 
spot where either of their remains are depo¬ 
sited, be even ascertained at the present time. 
It is impossible to„consider these facts, with¬ 
out emotions of mingled concern and indig¬ 
nation. Yet, Dante, Tasso, and Galileo 
among the Italians; Spenser, Otway, and 
Chatterton among us, appear to have expe¬ 
rienced scarcely a milder fate. 

If I could not discover the place of 
Canibens’s interment, I at least found out 
the. Grave and tombstone of the author of 

Tom Jones.” Fielding, who terminated 
his life, as is well known, at Lisbon, in 1754, 
of a complication of disorders, at little more 
than forty-seven years of age, lies buried in 
the.Cimetery appropriated to the English 
Factory. I visited his Grave, which was al¬ 
ready nearly concealed by weeds and nettles. 
Though he did not suffer the extremity of 
distress, under which Cambens and Cervantes 
terminated their lives; yet his extravagance, 
a quality so commonly characteristic of men 
distinguished by talents, embittered the even¬ 
ing of his days. Fielding, Richardson, and 
Le Sage, seem to have attained the highest 
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eminence in that seductive species of writing, 
unknown to Antiquity, which we denominate 
Novels. Crebillon, Marivaux, and Smollett, 
only occupy the second place. Voltaire and 
Rousseau, however beautiful may be their 
Compositions in this Line, are rather satirical 
or philosophical Moralists, than Nbvellists. 
“ Don Q,uixote” is a work sui generis, and 
not amenable to ordinary rules. “*GiI Bias ” 
seems to stand alone, and will probably be 
read with avidity in every Age, and every 
Country. Though the Scene lies in Spain, 
and the Characters are Spaniards, the man¬ 
ners are universal; and true to nature equally 
in Madrid, in Paris, or in London. Richard¬ 
son and Fielding are more national, and can¬ 
not be read with the same delight oii the 
banks of the Seyne, or of the Tyber, as on 
those of the Thames ; though the former 
writer transports us to Bologna, in his Sir 
Charles Grandison. Fielding never attempts 
to carry us out of England, and his actors 
are all- Aborigines. Foreigners neither, can 
taste his works, nor will he ever attain to 
the fame of Richardson, beyond the limits of 
his own Country. Clementina and Clarissa 
will penetrate, where Sophia Western and 
Parson Adams, never can be known or appre- 
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ciated. Joseph Andrtios and Amelia may be 
considered, in.point of composition, to Find¬ 
ing, what Pamela is to Richardson. 

The late Alderman Cadell, who was one of 
the most intelligent, honourable, and superior 
men of his profession j told me that his pre¬ 
decessor, Millar, the Bookseller, bought Field¬ 
ing’s Amelia oi the Author; giving him for 
the Copy-right, eight hundred Pounds; a 
great sum at that time. After niaking the pur¬ 
chase, Millar shewed the Manuscript to Sir 
Andrew Mitchell, who subsequently filled the 
post of British Minister at Berlin; requesting 
to have.his opinion of the work. Sir Andrew 
observed to him, that it bore the indelible 
marks of Fielding’s genius, and was a fine 
performance; but, nevertheless, far beneath 
“ Tom Jones;” finally advising him to get 
rid of it as soon as he could. Millar did 
not neglect the counsel, though he was too 
able a man, to divulge the opinion delivered 
by his friend. Gn the contrary,, at the first 
sale which he made to the Trade, he said. 

Gentlemen, I have several works to put 
“ up, for which I shall be glad if you will bid: 
“ but, as to Amelia, every Copy is already 
“ bespoke.” This Manoeuvre had its effect. 
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All the Booksellers were anxious to get their 
names put down for copies of it, and the 
Edition, though very large, was immediately 
sold. 

All the most interesting particulars of the 
Earthquake of 1755, have been recounted to 
me by many of those persons who shared in, 
and survived the horrors of that calamitous 
day, on which near forty thousand persons 
were believed to have perished. They agreed, 
that if it had taken place in the middle of 
the night, when the fires were in general ex¬ 
tinguished, and when the darkness would have 
prevented the greater part of the inhabitants 
from quitting their houses before day-break; 
not a fourth part of the lives would have been 
lost, nor destruction have followed. Prodi¬ 
gious numbers were swept off from the Quays, 
by the sudden rise of the Tagus; and the 
Conflagration which succeeded the Earth¬ 
quake, spread even greater devastation than 
did that convulsion of nature. The first shock, 
which came on about forty minutes after nine 
in the morning, seemed to be horizontal in 
its direction or movement: but the second 
shock was perpendicular or vertical; throw¬ 
ing up the - pavement of the streets, to the 
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height of forty and fifty feet into the air. 
Near an hour intervened between the two 
concussions. The King, Q,ueen, and Royal 
Family, by good fortune, were not at the 
palace in Lisbon, but at Belem, which stands 
near two miles lower down, on the same side 
of the river. As the apartments which they 
inhabited, were all built on the ground. His 
Majesty leaped out of the window of his 
Chamber, into the garden, on first perceiv¬ 
ing the shocks while the three Princesses, 
his daughters, who were either not yet risen, 
or not dressed, followed him, wrapped in the 
bed-clothes. 

Lisbon has, in all Ages, been subject to the 
awful visitation and ravages,of Earthquakes. 
History commemorates several, during the 
lapse of the last six Centuries, which have 
successively laid that Capital in ruins, and 
buried or ingulphed a large part of the popu¬ 
lation. The most destructive Earthquake 
known in modern times, previous to the year 
1755, happened in February, 1522, soon after 
the decease of Emanuel, in the first year of 
the r.eign of his son, John the Third. The 
concussions of the earth then lasted during 
eight days; but do not appear to have pro- 
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duced a Conflagration as ruinous or exten¬ 
sive, as that which took place under. Joseph ; 
though more than fifteen hundred houses, 
besides churches, palaces, and public edifices, 
of every kind, were destroyed. Thirty thou¬ 
sand persons perished in Lisbon alone; while 
Santarem, Almerin, and many other places, 
were swallowed up, together with their in¬ 
habitants. John the Third, his Queen, and 
the royal family, were compelled to encamp 
in the fields, under tents, just as Joseph did 
in November, 1755. Great as these convul¬ 
sions of Nature were, they may nevertheless 
be esteemed slight, both in their extent and 
in their effects, if compared with those which 
desolated Calabria, in more recent periods, as 
late as the year 1783. 

It is evident that the Earthquake of 1755, 
ran in a kind of vein, principally ravaging 
a circle or space of about four to five miles; 
which was reduced to a state of desolation, 
by the fire that followed it. The ‘‘ Alfama,” 
or ancient Moorish City, situate higher up 
the river, as well as the Suburb of Belem, 
extending lower down the Tagus; though 
both may be said to form a part of Lisbon, 
nearly as Wapping and AV^estminster con- 
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stitute portions of London j yet received, 
comparatively, little injury. The principal 
edifices, and even the houses in both, re¬ 
mained, if not unshaken, yet undemolished. 
In 1772, rather more than half the space 
originally laid waste by the Earthquake and 
fire, had been already rebuilt. Some of the 
new Streets might even vie in regularity and 
magnificence, with those of any Capital in 
Europe; forming an astonishing contrast with 
the filth, antiquity, and barbarism, cha¬ 
racteristic of the Eastern extremity, or 
“ Alfama.” 

1 ' ; 

The Family of Braganza has not produced, 
even down to the present time, any Sovereign 
endowed with talents such as distinguished 
the two Kings, John the Second, and Ema¬ 
nuel, who reigned over the Portugueze in the 
fifteenth and sixteenth Centuries. John the 
Fourth himself, founder of the Braganza 
line, though he effected the recovery of their 
national independence, seemed to be in no 
degree qualified by nature, for the perform¬ 
ance of so perilous a task, Gustavus Vasa, 
who expelled the tyrant Christian the Second, 
from Sweden; Henry the Fourth, who crushed 
“ the League” in France; William the First, 
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and William the Third, Princes of Orange, 
Avho successively liberated the Dutch; the 
former, from the yoke of Spain, and the lat¬ 
ter, from the arms of Louis theXIVth;— 
all these were superior men, endowed with 
energies such as Providence confers on He¬ 
roes. But, the Duke of Braganza was an 
ordinary individual, whose abilities were of 
the most moderate description : even his per¬ 
sonal courage was never proved in the Field. 
It was the heroic spirit of his Consort, which 
supplying these defects, impelled him to seize 
the Crown, which the weakness and incapa¬ 
city of the Spanish Government under Philip 
the fourth, might be said to tender him. She 
was, herself, by, birth a Spaniard, daughter 
of the Duke of Medina Sidonia: her name, 
Louisa de Guzman. After the decease of the 
King her husband, in 1656, she continued 
to act as Regent. John the.Fourth left two 
sons, the eldest of whom, Alphonso the Sixth, 
was only thirteen years of age. Labouring 
from his^ infancy under incurable maladies, 
or debilities of body and of mind, he appears 
to have been altogether unfit to exercise the 
duties or functions of Sovereign Power. 
While his mother held the reins of State, 
Alphonso’s incapacity, and acts of violence 
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or of imbecility, were prevented from excit¬ 
ing any national commotions of a serious 
nature: but after the retreat and decease of 
that illustrious Princess in 1666, his deposi¬ 
tion speedily followed. It was merited by 
his excesses, and utter inaptitude for Govern¬ 
ment. His own wife, a Princess of the 
House of Nemours, to whom he had been 
recently married, but with whom he had 
never been able to consummate his nuptials; 
combining with Don Pedro, his younger 
brother, a Prince of prudence, energy, and 
ability; arrested and deposed Alphonso. In 
performing this Revolutionary act, they were 
only the agents and instruments of the Na¬ 
tion, who unanimously demanded, sanction¬ 
ed, and maintained it. 

Don Pedro, thus called to the supreme 
authority by the voice of the Portugueze, at 
twenty years of age, in 1668, did not, how¬ 
ever, assume the title of King. Like the 
present Prince Regent, he contented himself 
with that denomination; but he married 
Mary of Nemours, his brother’s wife, as 
Henry the Eighth of England had espoused 
Catherine of Arragon. Till the death of 
Alphonso, which took place seventeen years 
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later, ia 1683, Pedro only exercised the 
Regency. Alphonso was first sent to the 
Azores, or Western Islands; where he re¬ 
sided for some years, at Terceira, in an 
honorable restraint. It was afterwards judged 
expedient to conduct him back to Portugal, 
and to confine him in one of the royal palaces, 
at Cintra; a village not remote from Lisbon, 
situate towards the mouth of the Tagus, in a 
country abounding with natural beauties.of 
every kind, which render it one of the most 
delicious and enchanting spots in Europe. At 
a more recent period, Cintra has attained a 
melancholy Celebrity, from the Convention 
there concluded with the French, in 1808. In 
the Palace at that place, I visited the Apart¬ 
ment in which Alphonso was imprisoned, and 
where he ended his days. Though become 
somewhat ruinous in 1772, it was tolerably 
spacious, being about twenty feet square, and 
proportionably lofty. He passed eleven years 
as a captive in that chamber. Towards the 
latter part of his life, his understanding, natu¬ 
rally very weak, became wholly alienated. 
He grew furious to such a degree, that it was 
found necessary to confine him. by an iron 
rail, which surrounded his Bed, and allowed 
him only a space of about fourteen to sixteen 
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feet, for exercise. The bricks, of which the 
floor was composed, were worn away in this 
track, by the constant action of his feet. His 
death, however, as far as we can assert, or are 
warranted to conjecture, was not accelerated 
by any act of Treachery or violence. It is an 
extraordinary circumstance, that Alphonso 
terminated' his unfortunate life on the 12th 
of December, 1683; and that his former wife, 
Mary of Nemours, who was married to his 
younger brother Don Pedro, died on the 
17th of the same month and year, leaving no 
issue by that Prince. 

Pedro the Second, who continued to reign 
down to the commencement of the last Cen¬ 
tury, in 1706 ; was unquestionably the most 
able of the Sovereigns that have governed 
Portugal, from 1640 to the present time. John 
the Fifth, his son and successor, seems to 
have been a man of very moderate endow¬ 
ments : fond of show, but destitute of taste; 
of a narrow mind, and enslaved by bigotry. 
He expended forty-five Millions of Crusa- 
does, or nearly four Millions Sterling, in the 
erection of a Palace at Maffra, about five 
leagues north of Cintra, and not far removed 
from the shore of the Atlantic. It formed a 
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itionument of royal prodigality, blended with 
superstition. Who can believe, that in the 
last Genturyj any Prince would construct a 
residence, in imitation or emulation of the Es- 
curial of Philip the Second of Spain ? John 
did not, indeed, like Philip, build the Palace 
of Maffra, in the form of a gridiron ; but he 
united in one Edifice, precisely as that King 
had done, a Palace, a Church, and a Con¬ 
vent. The Church occupied the centre of 
the building; contiguous to it being placed 
the Cloisters; together with the Cells, or 
apartments of the Monks. Three hundred 
Franciscan Friars, a Monastic Order distin¬ 
guished for the disgusting filth of their, dress 
and appearance, were there stationed. They 
had even a Hospital in the central part of the 
Edifice, for the diseased and infirm members 
of the Fraternity. One of the first acts of 
Joseph’s reign, was to dislodge these religious 
nuisances; and when I visited Malfra, they 
had been replaced by secular priests, fewer in 
number. The Palace, dismantled, forsaken, 
and forming altogether an appendage to the 
Convent, extended in two wings on either 
side, and behind the Church : but it had no 
gardens, nor pleasure grounds of any kind. 
Such was Maffra, the Versailles of Portugal j 
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placed, like that Palace, in a situation little 
favoured by nature! John the Fifth ex¬ 
pended more beneficially the treasures of the 
State, in constructing the Aqueduct of Al- 
cantra, scarcely a mile out of Lisbon, which 
supplies the Capital in a great measure, with 
water. In solidity and grandeur, it is a work 
worthy of ancient Rome: crossing a deep val¬ 
ley or Ravine, from one mountain to another, 
on Arches ^ the central one of which is three 
hundred feet in height, and ninety in breadth. 
The Earthquake of 1755, spared this monu¬ 
ment of national utility, which received little 
injury from that shock; and the construction 
of which reconciled me in some measure, to 
the Sovereign by whom it was raised. 

The reign of Joseph may be more properly 
denominated the Administration of the Conde 
de CEyras, created afterwards Marquis de 
Pombal, than it can be characterized by any 
other description. The name of this Minis¬ 
ter was Sebastian Joseph Carvalho. His 
birth, noble, but not illustrious, would never 
have opened him a way to power, if it had not 
been aided by extraordinary talents. Maria 
Anna pf Austria, daughter of the Emperor 
Leopold the First, and Q,ueen of John the 
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Fifth, recommended him to her son Joseph; 
who, on his accession to the throne in 1750, 
named Carvalho, Secretary for Foreign Af¬ 
fairs. His own abilities atcliieved the rest. 
On him, Joseph seemed to have devolved the 
exclusive and absolute Government of the 
State; nor was he unworthy of that selection. 
At the time that I saw him; he had attained 
his seventy-third year; but age appeared nei¬ 
ther to have diminished the vigor, freshness, 
nor activity of his faculties. In his person 
he was very tall and slender; his face long,- 
pale, meagre, and full of intelligence. He 
was so unpopular, and so many attempts had 
been made to assassinate him, that he never 
went out without Guards. Even in the 
Streets of Lisbon, his Carriage was always 
accompanied or surrounded by a detachment 
of Cavalry, with their swords drawn, for his 
protection. He was, indeed, not less odious 
to the Nobility and Clergy, than to the Peo¬ 
ple ; perhaps, even more so; one of the great 
objects of his policy, during more than twenty 
years, having been to reduce the Aristocratic 
and Ecclesiastical Privileges of every kind, to 
a strict dependance on the Crown and Go^ 
vernment. 

VOL I. F 
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In 1772 , the State Prisons were full of un¬ 
fortunate victims. The tower of Belem, the 
Fort of the Bougie, situate, at the mouth of 
the Tagus, and the Castle of St. Julien, placed 
at the northern entrance of that river, were 
all crowded with prisoners; of which, a great 
proportion had been Jesuits, arrested in 1758, 
or in 1763 , by the Minister. The subterra¬ 
nean Casemates of the Castle of St. Julien 
contained above a hundred individuals, who 
could be clearly discerned by persons walking 
on the Ramparts of the Fortress, through the 
iron gratings which admitted some light to 
those gloomy abodes. I have, myself, be¬ 
held many of them, at the depth of fifty or 
sixty feet below me, pacing to and fro ; most 
of whom, being Jesuits, were habited in the 
Dress of the Order. They excited great 
commiseration. The famous Gabriel Mala- 
grida, an Italian Jesuit, who was accused of 
having, as Confessor to the Marchioness of 
Tavora, known and encouraged her to make 
the attempt upon Joseph’s life; after being 
long imprisoned in that Fortress, was burnt 
at the stake in 1761. .He appears to have 
been rather a Visionary, and an imbecile Fa¬ 
natic, than a man of dangerous parts. His 
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public execution, when near seventy-five 
years of age, must be considered as a cruel 
and odious act, which reflects disgrace, on Jo¬ 
seph, and on his Minister. Malagrida’s name 
is become proverbial among us, to express 
duplicity; and has been applied to one of 
our greatest modern Statesmen, by his politi¬ 
cal Opponents. Many other persons of all 
ranks, either known, or believed to have 
been, implicated in the Duke d’Aveiro’s Con¬ 
spiracy, remained still shut up in the various 
State Prisons of Portugal. Most, or all of 
these unhappy sufferers who survived, have, 
I believe, been since liberated in 1777, on the 
Accession of the present Queen. 

In extenuation, if not in justification of the 
first Minister, and of Joseph, it must how¬ 
ever be admitted, that the national character 
of the Portugueze, at once bigotted, sanguin¬ 
ary, and vindictive, demanded a severe Go¬ 
vernment. They were neither to be re¬ 
formed, enlightened, nor coerced, by gentle 
and palliative remedies. At the decease of 
John the Fifth, the streets of Lisbon, even in 
the most frequented quarters, exhibited per¬ 
petual scenes of violence, and of murder, 
during the night. Dead bodies, stabbed, and 
F 21 
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covered with wounds, were left exposed in 
the Squares and public places. But, before 
1772 , the Police, introduced and rigorously 
enforced by the Marquis de Pombal, had al¬ 
most extinguished these enormities j and had 
rendered the Capital nearly as secure as 
London. During ray residence there, of 
many weeks, such was the vigilance of the 
Patrole, that only one Assassination was com¬ 
mitted; and I have returned home, alone, 
on foot, at the latest hours, without danger 
or apprehension. Nor were the cares of the 
First Minister, limited to the mere protection 
of the Metropolis. Its re-edification, salu¬ 
brity, and improvement in every sense, oc¬ 
cupied his capacious mind. Lisbon might 
truly be said to rise from its ashes, as antient 
Rome did under Augustus, renewed and beau¬ 
tified. The education of the young Nobility 
formed, likewise, a distinguished object of 
his regard. A College, founded solely for 
their benefit], at an immense expense, was 
already nearly completed. I visited it, as 
I did the manufactures of silk, of lace, of 
ivory, and many others, carrying on under 
his Auspices. All these bespoke a great and 
elevated understanding, intent on ameliorat¬ 
ing the order of things,- and animated by very 
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’salutary or enlarged views. But, the greater 
number of the Marquis de Pombal’s institu¬ 
tions, edifices, and fabficks, being incomplete, 
demanded time or funds for their entire ac¬ 
complishment. The detestation in which he 
was held, impeded their progress j nor was it 
doubted, that as soon as the present Qiieen, 
then Princess of Brazil, should succeed to 
the throne, her superstition, or her prejudices, 
would overturn all that Joseph and his Mi¬ 
nister had done, to introduce improvements 
or reforms into Portugal. The event justified 
this prediction. 

Joseph’s reign, which had been marked by 
Earthquakes, conspiracies, and war; was re¬ 
garded by the Portugueze Nation, not without 
some apparent reason, as a most calamitous 
period. Yet if we compare the misfortunes 
of that time, with those which have succeed¬ 
ed, when the Sovereign, the Royal Family, 
and the principal Nobility, have been com¬ 
pelled to abandon their native Country, in 
order to seek an Asylum in South America; 
while the Capital and the Provinces have been 
occupied,, over-run, and plundered, by a re¬ 
volutionary enemy of the most rapacious de¬ 
scription;—how comparatively tolerable were 
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the evils endured under Joseph, when placed 
near those to which Portugal has been sub¬ 
jected under his Daughter! They may be said 
to have equalled; if they did not exceed, be¬ 
tween 1807 and 1810, the degradation and 
subversion which followed the death of Se¬ 
bastian, in the sixteenth Century, when 
Philip the Second rendered himself master.of 
the kingdom. Having mentioned Sebastian, 
I shall say a few words on! the History of that 
unfortunate prince. It is well known that 
he perished or, disappeared, in the famous 
Battle of Arzila, on the Coast of Barbary, 
fought on the 4th of August, 1578. I have 
seen, in the royal Palace at Cintra, a little 
open Court or Balcony, adjoining one of 
the rooms of state, in which was constructed 
a stone chair or seat, coated with a sort of 
coarse porcelain; a bench of the same ma¬ 
terials extending on each side. In that chair, 
while his Ministers sat round him, Sebastian, 
as constant tradition asserts, held the memor¬ 
able Council, in which the enterprize against 
Morocco was resolved on, contrary to the 
advice and opinions of his more prudent Coun¬ 
sellors. That he was no more seen after the 
day of the battle of Arzila, by the Portugueze, 
is certain; but it is not absolutely ascertained 
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beyond all doubt, that he perished there. His 
Body was never found, or at least, was never 
identified; and I,have conversed with very 
judicious men at Lisbon, who inclined to 
bdieve, that the individual vvhb appeared at 
Venice in 1598, asserting himself to be Sebas¬ 
tian, was really that prince. 

Joseph had one sister, named Barbara, who 
was married, at seventeen years of age, to 
Ferdinand, Prince of Asturias, youngest of 
the sons of Philip the Fifth, Kiug of Spain, 
by his first Queen, and who afterwards suc¬ 
ceeded him in the Spanish throne. This 
princess, who seems to have been entirely 
under the dominion of superstition and of 
music; before she quitted Lisbon, in order to 
become the wife of Ferdinand, in 1729, hav¬ 
ing repaired to the Church of the “ Madre 
de Dios,” or Mother of God, situate on the 
banks of the Tagus, in the Suburbs; there 
made a solemn offering to the Virgin, of the 
rich Dress, laces, and valuable jewels, which 
she had worn at the ceremony of her Espou¬ 
sals. I was induced to visit the Church, for 
the purpose of viewing this magnificent sacri¬ 
fice, or renunciation of female ornament. 
The image was habited from head to foot^ in 
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the finest lace; the stomacher, necklace, and 
ear-rings, bdng altogether composed of Bril¬ 
liants. Lady Wortley Montagu remarks, in 
one of her Letters, written from some part of 
Germany;; I believe, from Cologne; that in 
her time,! as early as 1717, or 1718, the kna¬ 
very of the priests had already removed, in 
most, or in many of thp Catholic Churches, 
the precious stones which Devotees had pre¬ 
sented to the Saints; substituting paste, or 
other imitations in their place. This assertion 
may have been well founded, relative to Ger¬ 
many; but was not true in Portugal, at a 
much later period. I viewed these diamonds, 
by permission of the priests, very closely, 
through the medium of a glass case; in which 
the Virgin herself was inclosed; and I have 
not the slightest doubt that they were the 
identical jewels, presented by the Princess on 
the above-mentioned occasion. At the feet 
of his Mother, secured within the same case, 
lay a waxen figure of the infant Jesus, wrapt 
in similail attire, and reposing in a cradle of 
solid silver.' How long these costly articles 
of Dress may* have remained unremoved in 
the Church of the “ Madre de Dios,” since I 
saw them, I cannot pretend to say: but we 
may presume that the Prince Regent, when 
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he embarked for Rio Janeiro, did not leave 
them behind, for the Duchess of Abranfes, 
or the revolutionary rapacity of the French 
Generals; who would no more have spared 
them, than the 'Elder Dionysius respected 
the golden beard of Esculapius, or the mantle 
of Jupiter. 

The Princess Barbara, who became Queen 
of Spain in 1746, constituted the supreme 
felicity of Ferdinand the Sixth her husband j 
with whom she lived twenty-nine years, in 
a state of such conjugal union as is rarely 
to be^found in human life, and still more 
rarely on the Throne. They nevertheless re¬ 
mained without issue. Like his Queen, 
Ferdinand nourished a decided passion, or 
rather rage, for music; and it is well known 
that the celebrated Farinelli erijoyed under 
his reign^ as he had previously done under 
that of Philip the Fifth, an almost unbounded 
ascendant over both the King and Queen. 
Such was Farinelli’s prodigious influence, that 
he may be said to have shared the political 
power of the state with Ensenada, the first 
Minister of Ferdinand; a Prince who, though 
he reigned in our own times, is hardly known 
or remembered beyond the limits of Spain. 
His talents were very confined, but his in- 
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tentions were upright. Notwithstanding the 
obligations of the “ Family Compact,” he 
refused, on the commencement of the war 
between Great-Britain and France in 1756, to 
join the latter power; or to sacrifice, as his 
successor Charles the Third did in 1761, the 
interests of his people, to the ties of Consan¬ 
guinity existing between him and Louis the 
Fifteenth. Till his decease, which took place 
in 1759 , Ferdinand maintained a strict neu¬ 
trality. His death was unquestionably pro¬ 
duced by grief for the loss of his Queen, who 
had been carried off in the preceding year. 
From that time, Ferdinand became a prey to 
the most inveterate melancholy, w'hich not 
only enfeebled, but, in some measure alien¬ 
ated his mind. Abandoning himself to des¬ 
pair, he declined all society; refused to 
change his linen, or to take any remedies, 
during some weeks before he expired; and 
ultimately died the victim of conjugal affec¬ 
tion. In consequence of this event, his half- 
brother, Charles, son of Philip the Fifth by 
his second wife, the Parmesana as she was 
denominated; w'ho then reigned at Naples, 
ascended the throne of Spain. 

I passed a great part of the years 1775 
and 1776 , in France, not long after the de- 
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cease of Louis the Fifteenth; a Sovereign 
whose character and actions always appeared 
to me to be depreciated and undervalued by 
the French, nearly in the same proportion 
that they have elevated those of Louis the 
Fourteenth above their just standard. Like 
his predecessor, he succeeded to the Crown, 
while in childhood; but he had not the same 
advantages as Louis the Fourteenth enjoyed, 
whose mother, Anne of Austria, watched with 
maternal solicitude over his preservation. 
Louis the Fifteenth, who survived both his 
parents, was left, during the Regency of 
Philip, Duke of Orleans, principally to the 
care of Fleury, Bishop of Frejus, who ob¬ 
tained over his pupil, an early, and almost 
an unbounded ascendant. The Regency 
lasted above eight years; and there is no 
period of time since the Abdication of James 
the Second in 1689, during which France 
and England have been so closely united by 
political ties. George the First and the Re¬ 
gent Duke, both dreaded a Pretender: one, 
in the son of James; the other, in Philip the 
Fifth, King of Spain. Impelled by this ap¬ 
prehension, the two Princes" equally made 
the policy and interests of their respective 
Countries, subordinate to their personal ob- 
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jects of acquisition or Ambition. Philip, 
Duke of Orleans, was undoubtedly one of 
the most immoral and profligate men whom 
we have beheld in modern Ages. „ The.Orgies 
of the “ Palais Royal,” probably exceeded in 
depravity, as.well as in'enormity, every thing 
of the same kind ever acted, even in France. 
The incestuous Fables of,Antiquity, and the 
unnatural Amours of Cyniras and Myrrha, 
which we read with Horror in Ovid; were 
believed to have been realized in the Persons 
of the Duchess de Berri, and the Abbess de 
Chelles, with their own Father. But, not¬ 
withstanding the Disgust excited by such 
Scenes of infamous Turpitude, we must ac¬ 
knowledge that the Regent likewise displayed 
some of the greatest endowments and talents, 
fitted both for the Cabinet and for the Field. 
His Descendant, who performed so detestable 
a part in the late French Revolution, only 
resembled him in his vices. He inherited 
neither the distinguished personal courage, 
nor the ardor for knowledge, nor the military 
skill, nor the aptitude for public Business, 
nor the elevated mind of the Regent; who, 
if he had not been restrained by some con¬ 
siderations of goodness, or some emotions of 
affection;, might easily have acted by Louis 
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the Fifteenth, as vve suppose that Richard, 
Duke of Gloucester, did by Edward the Fifth; 
or, as we know that the late Duke of Orleans 
acted by Louis the Sixteenth, and his Queen. 
To the Regent, whose life was terminated in 
the arms of the Duchess de Valori, abbrevi¬ 
ated by his excesses, succeeded the short and 
feeble Ministry of the Duke of Bourbon, com¬ 
prizing scarcely three years; but, which pro¬ 
duced one event peculiarly interesting to the 
yoiiiig King, and to France; I mean, his 
Marriage. 

There is no instance in the last, or present 
Century, of any female attaining so great an 
elevation, as that of Mademoiselle de Lec- 
zinska to the throne, of France: for, we 
cannot justly reckon the second marriage of 
the Czar Peter, with Catherine, the Livonian 
peasant, as an exception. Muscovy could 
scarcely then be considered as forming ia 
portion of the European System, nor were 
its sovereigns altogether subjected to our 
usages. That the daughter of an expatriated 
Polish Nobleman or Palatine, whom Charles 
the Twelfth of Sweden had nominally forced 
upon the Poles, as their King, during a few 
years;, but, who was in fact only a needy. 
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exiled Adventurer, driven by necessity to 
take shelter in an obscure provincial town of 
Alsace, and destitute of Territories,'or almost 
of support;—that a Princess, if such she 
might indeed be properly denominated, who 
could hardly be thought a suitable match for 
one of the petty Sovereigns on the banks of 
the Elbe, or the Rhine, should have been se¬ 
lected for the Consort of a King of France;— 
may assuredly be considered as one of the 
most singular caprices of Fortune. Its sin¬ 
gularity becomes augmented, when we re¬ 
flect that the young Monarch was already 
not only betrothed to the daughter of Philip 
the Fifth, his uncle. King of Spain; but, 
that the Princess destined to share his throne 
and bed, had long resided in France, the 
nuptials being only delayed till the two parr 
ties should attain a proper age. Yet, in de¬ 
fiance of this impediment, did the Duke of 
Bourbon venture to send back Philip’s daugh¬ 
ter to Madrid; and I met her at Lisbon, near 
half a Century afterwards, become Q.ueen of 
Portugal; transported from the banks of the 
Seine, to those of the Tagus : while a native 
of Poland, brought up in obscurity, and 
hardly accounted among the female candidates 
for an European Crown, supplied her place. 
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The motive assigned for so extraordinary a 
proceeding on the part of the Duke of Bour¬ 
bon, was his apprehension that the young 
King, whose delicate constitution seemed 
scarcely to promise his"attaining to manhood, 
should die without issue. 

I have been assured by persons conversant 
in the secret History of the early part of 
Louis the Fifteenth’s reign, that when the 
Duke of Bourbon determined on dissolving 
the unconsummated marriage between the 
young King and Philip’s daughter, he found 
himself under the greatest embarrassment, 
whom to substitute in her room. He had a 
sister. Mademoiselle de Sens, born in 1705, 
whose age and personal accomplishments 
rendered her a fit Bride for Louis. She then 
resided at the Abbey of Fontevraud in Arijou, 
under the protection of the Abbess ^ and it 
was natural for the Duke to desire to raise her 
to the Throne. But, he was himself enslaved 
to the celebrated Marchioness de Prie, his 
Mistress, who wished to have the merit of 
naming the future Q.ueen; in whose House¬ 
hold, and about whose person, she aspired to 
occupy a distinguished situation. On the 
other hand, they both equally dreaded giving 
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a wife to their Sovereign, whose charms, ta¬ 
lents, or Ambition, might impel her,to assume 
an empire over his mind. Louis, then only 
entering on his sixteenth year, brought up in 
great seclusion, scarcely initiated in public 
Business; and though not destitute of talents, 
yet indolent, of very reserved habits, modest, 
and diffident of himself; would, not improb¬ 
ably, like his uncle Philip the Fifth, be go¬ 
verned by a Queen of; energy or spirit. Be¬ 
fore the choice fell therefore on the Duke of 
Bourbon’s sister, it behoved the Marchioness 
to ascertain whether, if selected for so great 
an elevation, she would probably manifest 
ductility of character, gratitude, and attach¬ 
ment towards the person who principally raised 
her to that eminence. In order to obtain sa¬ 
tisfaction on a point so important, Madame 
de Prie determined to procure an interview 
with Mademoiselle de Sens, to whom she was 
unknown by person, though not by reputa¬ 
tion. Assuming therefore a fictitious name, 
she repaired to Fontevraud, and having been 
presented to her, found means to turn the con¬ 
versation on the Marchioness de Prie. Un¬ 
conscious that the stranger to whom she ad¬ 
dressed her, discourse, was the Marchioness 
herself, the Princess gave full scope to, her 
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antipathy towards a woman, whom she con¬ 
sidered as exercising a pernicious influence 
over her brother’s mind. This disclosure of 
her sentiments, at once stopped the further 
prosecution of Madame de Prie’s plan for 
placing her on the French Throne, and 
compelled her to turn her views to another 
quarter. 

The Duke of Bourbon, not discouraged by 
the obstacle which difference of religion im¬ 
posed, next embraced the extraordinary mea¬ 
sure of demanding for his master, the hand of 
an English Princess; and he named as the 
object of his selection, the eldest Graind- 
daughter of George the First, Anne, who af¬ 
terwards married William the Fourth, Prince 
of Orange. This event took place in 1725. 
However strong might be the objection aris¬ 
ing from her profession of the Protestant 
faith, which she must necessarily have re¬ 
nounced, in order to ascend the Throne of 
France, yet the offer was alluring; and Hen¬ 
rietta, sister of Charles the Second, had mar¬ 
ried Philip, Duke of Orleans, brother of Louis 
the Fourteenth, after Charles’s Restoration. 
But, George the Firsts though gratified by the 
proposition of seeing one of his female de- 
VOL I. G 
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scendants wear the French Crown, yet was 
too wise to accept it; well knowing that such 
an Alliance, however splendid rin itself, or 
whatever political advantages it might seem 
to present, would irritate and disgust all the 
adherents of the succession in the House of 
Hanover. Thus foiled in two -attempts to dis¬ 
pose of Louis the Fifteenth’s hand, and firm¬ 
ly resolved on effecting his marriage without 
Delay, Madame de Prie cast her eyes on 
Maria Leczinska, the daughter of Stanislaus. 
She was then living with her father, at Weis- 
sembourg in Alsace; a town situate not far 
from the Rhine, on the frontier of Germany, 
though in the dominions of France; where the 
titular Kin^ of Poland resided in as much ob¬ 
scurity, as Charles the Second lived in the 
preceding Century at Cologne, during the 
Protectorate of Cromwell. So little expecta¬ 
tion 4id he entertain of matching his daughter 
with a crowned head, that he had already lent 
a favourable ear to the proposals of a private 
Nobleman, a subject of France, the Count 
d’Estrees, who offered her marriage. Stanis¬ 
laus accepted the offer, but desired to delay its 
accomplishanent, till he could procure, if pos¬ 
sible, the honours of a Duchess, at the Court 
of Versailles, for Mademoiselle de Leczinska. 
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With that view, be actually made ap¬ 
plications tp obtain a Brevet of Duke for 
the Count d’Estrees, his destined son-in-lawj 
though without success j Fortune reserving 
for her the first Diadem in Europe. Her 
principal recommendation consisted in her 
want of personal attractions, the humility of 
her condition, and the obligation to gratitude 
which she must naturally feel for the authors 
of so wonderful a change in her fortune. In 
fact. Nature had neither bestowed on her^ 
beauty, elegance of manners, nor intellectual 
endowments of any kind. Even youth she 
could scarcely be said to possess, as she was 
twenty-three years of age j while her destined 
husband was only sixteen. We know not 
which to admire most^ the singularity of such 
a choice, or the passive Apathy displayed 
by Louis, while his Minister and Madame de 
Prie thus disposed of his person. Maria Lec- 
zinska brought him nothing, as'a portion, on 
the day of her nuptials, except modesty, vir¬ 
tue, and goodness of heart. Yet the young 
King, during eleven or twelve years after his 
marriage, exhibited a pattern of conjugal 
fidelity, which stands strongly contrasted with 
Louis the Fourteenth’s dissolute amours, at 
the same period of life; though Maria The- 
G 21 
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resa, daughter of Philip the Fourth, could 
boast of much superior personal charms to 
the Polish Princess. The Duchess de la Va- 
liere, Madame de Mohtespan, and Madame 
de Fontanges, disputed for the possession of 
Louis the Fourteenth’s youth. It was not 
till the afternoon and evening of his Suc¬ 
cessor’s life, that he became enamoured of 
the Duchess de Chateau-roux, and finally 
sunk into the arms of the Marchioness de 
Pompadour, and of the Countess du Barry. 

The Duke de Bourbon’s and Madame de 
Prie’s period of power, proved nevertheless of 
short duration. He was banished in 1726, to 
Chantilly; and at that point of time com¬ 
mences Cardinal Fleury’s Administration. It 
lasted nearly as long as Richlieu’s, namely, 
about seventeen years; and though Fleury 
was far inferior in strength of character, re¬ 
sources, and energy, to his predecessor, yet 
may'France justly feel for him equal gratitude; 
Pacific, economical, unostentatious, and mild, 
he’seemed made to heal the wounds inflicted 
on their Country, by Louis the Fourteenth, 
and the Regent. If Richlieu, as we are as¬ 
sured from contemporary authority, ventured 
to raise his eyes to Anne of Austria, and to’ 



MEMOIRS. 


‘85 


make her propositions of a libertine nature'; 
it is equally a fact, however incredible it may 
appear, that Fleury, then above seventy years 
of age, carried his presumption still farther 
with respect to Maria Leczinska. I shall not, 
from Motives of Delicacy, relate the parti¬ 
culars. That Princess, conscious neverthe¬ 
less of the ascendant which the Cardinal had 
obtained over her husband, possessed too 
much prudence to communicate to him, in 
the firsfinstance, the subject of her complaint. 
She wisely preferred making a Confidant of 
her father.To Stanislaus she therefore re¬ 
vealed the temerity of the aged Minister, and 
besought him to give her his advice for her 
conduct, particularly on the Propriety of her 
acquainting Louis with the circumstance. 
Stanislaus exhorted her, in reply, to bury 
the secret for ever in her own bosom; ob¬ 
serving at the same time, that 'Sovereign 
Princesses are placed on such an eminence, 
as almost to render it impossible for any dis¬ 
respectful propositions to be made them, un¬ 
less they encourage to a certain degree, such 
advances. .The Queen was discreet enough 
to adopt this judicious and paternal counsel. 
If I had not received the Anecdote here rcr 
lated, from a person, whose intimacy with 
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the individuals composing the Court of France 
at that time, joined to his rank. and high 
character, left no doubt of its authenticity, I 
should not venture to recount the fact. 

To Louis the Fifteenth, France stands in¬ 
debted for the acquisition of Lorrain, a ter¬ 
ritory of such inestimable value, as to mock 
calculation; perhaps surpassing in real im¬ 
portance, any augmentation of the French 
dominions made by arms, within the three 
last Centuries. Henry the Second had con¬ 
quered Metz, Toul, and Verdun, from the 
German Empire; besides re-annexing Calais, 
so long held by the English Princes. The 
Counties of Bourg and Bresse, covering the 
Borders on the side of Savoy, were gained by 
Henry the Fourth. His son, Louis the Thir¬ 
teenth, or more properly to speak, the Car¬ 
dinal de Richlieu, added Rousillon and Cer- 
dagne, situate at one extremity of the king¬ 
dom, towards Catalonia; while in another 
quarter, he reduced Artois and Alsace to the 
French obedience. Lastly, Louis the Four¬ 
teenth, in the course of his long, ambitious, 
and sanguinary career, exceeding in duration 
seventy years, not only enlarged or strength¬ 
ened his frontier along the Rhine; but aug- 
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mented his territories by the addition of 
Franche Comte, and of a vast portion of 
Flanders. Yet may we justly doubt, whether 
any of these acquisitions conferred such 
strength and security, as the possession of 
Lorrain. When we reflect on the beauty and 
extent of that fine Province, stretching into 
the midst of France, and separating Cham^ 
pagne from Burgundy j contiguous on the 
East to Germany, while on the West, its 
limits approached Paris itself;—we must own 
that the French are ungrateful to the memory 
of a Prince, who permanently retained such 
a tract of country. It affixed the seal to 
every preceding effort made by their Kings, 
for the security, greatness, and protection of 
France; leaving no object of real and wise 
Ambition, unaccomplished. Nor can we too 
severely censure the inert, or parsimonious 
and narrow policy of Walpole, in permitting 
Cardinal Fleury to illustrate his Administra¬ 
tion by such an act. France did not in-^ 
deed, instantly take possession in her own 
name, of the Duchies of Lorrain and Bar. 
Fortune, after raising Maria Leczinska to 
the Throne of France, conferred on her father, 
in recompence for his ideal Polish Crown, 
those fertile Provinces; the enjoyment and 
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revenues of which, were secured to him for 
his life. Such a substitution was in fact 
exchanging the armour of Diomed, for that 
of Glaucus ; a barren Sceptre, for one of gold. 

Stanislaus, when this event took place in 
1736, was already nearly sixty, and he remain¬ 
ed during thirty years, Duke of Lorrain. His 
Administration, mild, beneficent, and liberal, 
rendered him beloved by his new subjects. He 
embellished Nancy, the Capital; but beheld 
his Court and residence principally at Lu- 
neville, where he expired in consequence of 
a singular accident, having been burnt to 
death. Charles, King of Navarre, surnamed 
the Bad, perished nearly in the same manner, 
about four Centuries earlier, at Pampeluna. 
The late Lady Mary Churchill, Sir Robert 
Walpole’s daughter, who then resided with 
her husband at Luneville, has more than once 
recounted to me all the particulars of Stanis¬ 
laus’s end. Mr. Churchill and Lady Mary, 
vyho. lived in habits of intimacy with him, 
dined at his Villa of Bon Secours, a short 
distance from Luneville, on the day pre¬ 
ceding the Catastrophe which terminated 
his life; -She assured me, that though ex¬ 
tremely bent with age and infirmities, being 
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then near eighty nine years old, he retained 
both his faculties and his good humour. 
Naturally gallant, he had a nominal Mistress, 
the Marchioness de Boufflers, who occupied 
a part of the Palace.of Luneville, and to whom 
he was much attached; though he manifested 
neither jealousy nor dissatisfaction at her 
preference of a younger rival. His own 
Chancellor had contrived to insinuate himself 
into Madame de Boufflers’ favour 5 a fact of 
which the King was not ignorant. Taking 
leave of her, one evening, when retiring to 
his apartment, after embracing her, Mon 
Chancelier,'^ added he, voiis dira lereste”.^ 
jocose allusion to the words with which, as is 
well known, the French Sovereigns, when 
holding a Bed,of Justice^ always finish their 
harangues. Stanislaus, during the last years 
of his life, withdrew to rest every night, at 
nine o’clock, and his departure constituted 
the signal for commencing Faro. All the 
persons of both sexes, composing his Court 
and Household, then sat down to that in¬ 
fatuating Game, which was continued without 
intermission,, to a late. hour. But, a circum¬ 
stance seemingly incredible is, that the rage 
for it became such, as to attract by degrees 
‘ to the table, all the, Domestics of the Palace, 
down to the very Turnspits or Scullions; who 
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crowding round, staked their Ecus on the 
Cards, over the heads of the company. Such 
a fact sufficiently proves the relaxation of 
manners which prevailed in the Court of 
Lorrain, under Stanislaus. 

His death, as Lady Mary Churchill related 
it to me, took place in February, 1766, in 
the following manner. The old King, who, 
like the Poles and Germans, was much ad¬ 
dicted to smoaking Tobacco, usually finished 
several pipes, every day. Being alone, in an 
undress, while endeavouring to knock out the 
ashes from his pipe, he set fire to his gown; 
and hjs Valet de Chambre, who alone exercised 
the privilege of entering his Apartment, had 
unfortunately just gone into the town of 
Luneville. His cries were not immediately 
heard; but when they reached the Officer 
stationed on guard in the outward room, he 
flew to the King’s assistance ^ and having 
contrived to throw him down on the floor, 
the flames were speedily extinguished. He 
might even have survived and recovered the 
accident, if it had not been accompanied with 
a singular circumstance. Stanislaus, who 
had become devout during the last years of 
his lifej as a penance for his transgressions, 
constantly wore under his shirt, next to his 
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flesh, a ReliquairCj^ or girdle, made of silver, 
having points on the inside, from space to 
space. These points becoming heated, and 
being pressed into his body, while in the act 
of extinguishing the fire, caused a number of 
wounds or sores; the discharge from which, 
at his advanced period of life, proved too 
sevete for his enfeebled Constitution. Con¬ 
scious that his end approached, and only a 
short time before it took place, he expressed 
a warm desire to see Mr. Churchill and Lady 
Mary. They having immediately waited on 
him, the King received them with great com¬ 
placency, and with perfect self-possession; 
took leave of them most cheerfully ; remarked 
the singularity of his fortune throughout life; 
and added, alluding to the strange manner of 
his death, ** II ne manquoit qu\me parcille mort, 
pour un Avanturier comme He soon 

afterwards expired; retaining his senses and 
understanding almost to the last moments of 
his existence. 

If Louis the Fifteenth, by the Peace of 
1736 , acquired Lorrain for France, he co¬ 
vered himself and his Country with military 
glory, during the war that commenced in 
1741 , on the death of the Emperor Charles 
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the Sixth. Fleury was no more; he and 
Walpole having.finished their political careers, 
nearly about the same time. History can 
present, in no period of the world, an in¬ 
stance of a first /Minister commencing his 
Administration, like Fleury, at seventy-three 
years of age, and retaining his power till he 
was ninety. Such a fact must, indeed, be 
considered as an exception to the general 
laws of nature, moral, as well as physical. 
Cardinal Ximenes in. Spain, who approached 
the nearest to him, died at eighty-one. .In 
1744 , the year after Fleury’s decease, Louis 
was seized, at Metz, with a fever, which 
nearly proved fatal. Had he expired at that 
time, as was expected to/happen every mo* 
ment, during several successive days, his 
memory would have been embalmed in the 
hearts of his .subjects, and of mankind. Ne¬ 
ver were more ardent, or more universal vows 
offered up to Heaven by the Roman People, 
for the recovery of Germanicus, than were 
made by the French Nation, for his restora¬ 
tion ! They were unfortunately heard, and 
we are forced to exclaim withiJuvenal, 

Provida Pompeio dederat Campania Febres 

Optandas; sed multae Urbes, et publica VoU 

Vicerunt.”- 
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Though Louis, like Pompey, survived these 
testimonies of popular favour, yet, during the 
whole course of that war, down to its termi¬ 
nation in 1748, he continued to deserve, and 
to retain, the affections of the Nation. Four 
brilliant and triumphant Campaigns, in one 
of which he was personally present, rendered 
him master of all the Austrian Netherlands. 
The military Trophies of Marlborough, erect¬ 
ed • forty years earlier on the same plains, 
were lost at Fontenoy, at Raucoux, and at 
Lafeldt. Greater by his moderation, than 
even by his conquests, he gave peace to Eu¬ 
rope at Aix-la-Chapelle, when Holland lay 
open to his attack; and when Mr. Pelham, 
who'was then at the head of the Councils 
of England, possessed neither pecuniary nor 
military resources for maintaining the con¬ 
test. Louis the'Fourteenth may undoubtedly 
have inspired more terror , at certain periods 
of his reign; but never excited more respect; 
than did his successor at the conclusion of 
the great war, which took place on the ac¬ 
cession of Maria Theresa. 

It forms a curious subject of reflection, that 
the armies of France,* during this splendid 
portion of Louis the Fifteenth’s reign, when 
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he thus over-ran the Low Countries, were 
commanded by Poreigners. To Conde, Tu- 
renne and Luxembourg, had succeeded Ca- 
tinat, Vendome, Boufflers, and Villars; but 
these last Generals left no successors. In 
1734, Villars, at near four-score, remained 
the sole survivor of those illustrious Com-f 
jmanders, who, from Rocroi down to Denain, 
from 1643 to 1712, had carried victory oyer 
so many countries of Europe. An English^ 
man, the Duke of Berwick, natural son of 
James the Second by Arabella Churqhill, 
Sister of the great Duke of Marlborough, 
was placed at the head of the French forces 
on the Rhine, in 1734: while a German and 
a Dane subjected Flanders to Louis the Fif¬ 
teenth, between 1743 and 1748. Marshal 
Saxe, the former of these Generals, attained 
a military reputation hardly exceeded by any 
individual in modern times. Lowendahl, the 
other, was immortalized by the capture of 
Bergen-op-Zoom, then regarded as the most 
impregnable fortress bn.the Continent. Both 
survived the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, only 
a few years. I have been in the Apartment 
of the Palace of Chambord, near Blois, 
where Marshal Saxe expired in November, 
1750; extenuated by pleasures which had 
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enervated his Herculean frame, and pro¬ 
duced his premature end, at fifty-four years 
of age. The natural son of Augustus the 
Second, King of Poland, and Elector of .Sax¬ 
ony, he inherited frpm his fatlier, an extra¬ 
ordinary degree of bodily strength; but, like 
Milo in Antiquity, 

“ Viribus ille 

Confisus periit, admirandisque Lacertis.” 

At Chambord, where he lived in a mag¬ 
nificent style, he constantly entertained a 
company of Comedians, as if he bad been 
a Sovereign Prince. Mademoiselle de Chan¬ 
tilly, an Actress in high reputation at Paris, 
having, from her personal beauty, no less 
than from her theatrical merit, attracted the 
MarshalV attention ; he caused proposals to 
be made her, for repairing to Chambord, to 
perform on his Theatre. But she, who was 
already married to Favard, an Actor on the 
French Stage, knowing the Marshal’s designs 
on her person, rejected all his offers. In this 
Dilemma, determined to gain possession of 
her, he applied to Monsieur de Berruyer, 
then Lieutenant de Police^ requesting him to 
compel her to visit Chambord. Berruyer, 
desirous of obliging Marshal Saxe, made use 
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of every argument, and enforced them by 
very ample pecuniary offers. Finding, how¬ 
ever, all his exertions fruitless, he sent her a 
Lettre de Cachet, ordering her immediately to 
prison, or to Chambord. We must own that 
this atrocious abuse of power, which reminds 
us of Appius Claudius and Virginia, in the 
Consular Ages.of Rome; excites indignation 
against a Government capable of having re¬ 
course to such expedients, in order to gratify 
the depraved and licentious appetites of an 
exhausted Voluptuary. Thus pressed be¬ 
tween imprisonment and the sacrifice of her 
person, she. preferred the latter expedient; 
as many other women might have done under 
her circumstances, without perhaps incurring 
either any deep degree of culpability, or ex¬ 
citing any strong emotions of moral reproba¬ 
tion. Pity, indeed, rather than condemnation, 
arises in the mind of every liberal Man, on 
such a recital. Arriving at Chambord, she 
was forced to gratify the Marshal’s desires. 
It is difficult to relate the sequel of the story; 
without involuntarily wounding decorum : 
yet may the Moral that it contains, almost 
apologize for such a deviation, .or in some 
degree even demand it. Mademoiselle de 
Chantilly having been reluctantly conducted 
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to the Marshal’s bed, afterwards expressed 
herself with some contempt, respecting his 
prowess as a lover. Piqued at the insinua¬ 
tion, he had recourse to those expedients 
for recruiting, or resuscitating his decayed 
powers, which Pope, one of the most correct 
of modern Poets, who exclaims. 

Curst be the Verse, how soft soe’er it flow, 

That tends to make one Honest Man my Foe; 
Give Virtue Scandal, Innocence a Fear, 

Or from the soft-eyed Virgin steal a Tear, 

yet has not hesitated to enumerate in his 
“ January and Maybut, in which enume¬ 
ration, I cannot venture to follow him. Saty- 
rion and Eringo stand at the head of the list. 
The auxiliary proved too powerful for the 
principal, and produced his death within a 
short time j a dissolution of which Mademoi¬ 
selle de Chantilly formed the cause. He 
expired nearly in the same manner as the 
Regent Duke of Orleans had done, about 
twenty-five years earlier j a Prince to whom, 
both in his virtues, his endowments of mind, 
and his defects or vices. Marshal Saxe exhi¬ 
bited some Analogy. 

Louis the Fifteenth not only occupied the 
VOL. I. H 
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most distinguished place among the European 
Sovereigns and Powers, during the period of 
nearly eight years, which intervened between 
the Treaty of Aix la-Chapelle, and the com¬ 
mencement of the war of 1756 j but, for a 
considerable time subsequent to that rupture, 
every success was on the side of France. Ber 
yond the Atlantic, in the Mediterranean, in 
Germany, as well as on the French coasts and 
shores, her arms maintained their ascendancy. 
Mezerai, or Voltaire, might have expatiated 
with exultation and pleasure, on the events of 
Minorca, of Ticonderago, of Braddock’s dcr 
feat in Carolina, of Closter-seven, of St. Cas, 
and of Rochfort j as, on the other hand, as¬ 
suredly neither Hume nor Smollett could 
have derived from the narration of^ those un¬ 
fortunate or disgraceful transactions, any sub¬ 
ject of triumph. That Louis, no less than 
his People, sunk under the energies of the 
first Mr. Pitt, between 1759 and 1762, must 
be admitted: but, all the atchievements of 
that great Minister, in both Hemispheres, 
on the land and on the water, from the Phi¬ 
lippines to Cuba, and from Cape Breton to 
Senegal, were sacrificed at the peace of Fon- 
tainbleaii. We seemed to have humbled the 
two Branches of the House of Bourbon, only 
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tore-construct their fallen powert restoring 
all that we ought in wisdom, to have retained; 
and retaining or acquiring all that in policy 
we should have surrendered to France and 
Spain. Witness Canada and Florida, which 
we preserved ! Witness the Havanna, Mar¬ 
tinique, Guadaloupe, and so many other 
Islands or Settlements which we ceded; hot 
to include in the list, Manilla, a capture un¬ 
known to. the British Ministry who signed 
the Treaty, and of which the ransom has never 
been paid, down to the present moment! 
Well might “ Junius” exclaim, that the Em¬ 
bassador who subscribed such unbecoming 
conditions, must have sold his Country! Well 
might scandal, no doubt unjustly, assert, that 
the Princess Dowager of Wales received for 
herself, as a present, from the Court of Ver¬ 
sailles, a Hundred Thousand Pounds; and 
that the First Minister, Lord Bute, retained 
for his share, ninety-six Thousand! Even 
the popularity of George the Third, sustained 
by the most irreproachable and exemplary 
display of private virtues, could not stand the 
shock of such a Peace; which covered him 
with as much obloquy, as that of Utrecht 
had inflicted on Queen Anne. ^ 

112 ■ 



100 


HISTORICAL 


France, from 1763 ;to 1770, repaired her 
losses; and while her Councils' were guided 
by the vigorous, as well as enterprizing mind 
of Choiseul, Louis the Fifteenth, however 
vanquished he might have been in the pre¬ 
ceding contest, re-appeared with at least as 
much dignity on the Theatre of Europe, as 
Louis the Fourteenth had done after the War 
of the Succession. Choiseul, secure on the 
side of Flanders and of Germany, by the Al¬ 
liance subsisting with the House of Austria 
since 1756, extended succours to the Polish 
Insurgents, against Catherine the Second; laid 
the foundations of the Swedish Revolution, 
which was effected by Gustavus the Third in 
1772; and reduced to the obedience of his 
master, the Island of Corsica, nearly about 
the time when that Country gave birth to a 
man, whose relentless and insatiable Ambition 
or vengeance, have equally laid waste the 
territory of France, and polluted by his crimes, 
or converted into a desert, the most flourishing 
kingdoms of the Continent. The universal 
abhorrence excited by his atrocities, renders 
it unnecessary to name a Monster, whose 
very existence, and still more, whose favoured 
place of retreat, an Island on the delicious- 
shore of Tuscany, midway between Leghorn 



MEMOIRS. 


101 


and Toulon, surrounded by the splendor of 
a Prince, seem to reproacli the justice, no 
less than the policy, of the European Powers. 

Louis the Fifteenth, like his Predecessor, 
survived his only son; justifying the Roman 
Poet’s remark on the evils that accompany 
and characterize longevity, when he says,— 

“ Haec data poena diu viventibus, ut renovata 
Semper clade domus, multis in luctibus, inque 
Perpetuo moerore, et nigra veste senescant.” 

The Dauphin Louis died at Fontainbleau, 
towards the end of 1765, at the age of about 
thirty-six. Whether we consider his Death 
abstractedly, with reference to his character 
and mental qualities; or whether we try it 
by the calamitous reign of his son, which may 
be said, without a Metaphor, to have brought 
France to the Block; we must be compelled 
to regard the Dauphin’s premature end, as 
one of the most unfortunate events which 
could have taken place for the French Mo¬ 
narchy, and for the House of Bourbon. It 
was produced, as I have been assured by per¬ 
sons who had frequent access to him, and 
who enjoyed a distinguished place in his con¬ 
fidence ; from the effect of medicines which 
he took, in order to repel or to disperse an 
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eruption that appeared near his mouth. He 
was supposed to have caught the disorder 
from hisAvife the Dauphiness, a Princess of 
Saxony, daughter of Augustus the Third, 
King of Poland, who had a violent scorbutic 
humour in her blood. Malignity proceeded 
so far, as even to accuse the King his Father 
of having caused the Dauphin’s death, by ad¬ 
ministering to him slow poison; a circum¬ 
stance principally founded on the state of 
extenuation and languor to which he was re¬ 
duced, during the long malady that brought 
him to the grave; but for which atrocious 
imputation, not the slightest foundation ex¬ 
isted in truth. 

Louis the Fifteenth, though naturally in¬ 
dolent, as well as dissolute; and though he 
became, like Tiberius, profligate towards the 
close of his life; manifested no cruelty, 
nor, systematic atrocity of character. He 
neither resembled Louis the Eleventh, nor 
Bonaparte.. His son possessed firmness of 
mind, and a solid understanding, cultivated 
by polite letters. For the society of men dis¬ 
tinguished by talents of any kind, the Dau¬ 
phin displayed as strong a partiality, as the 
King betrayed an. aversion, throughout his 
whole reign. Devout, and in some degree 
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tinctured with Bigotry, he nevertheless sought 
occasions of conversing with individuals, 
known to have embraced ideas adverse to the 
Catholic Faith, as well as subversive of revealed 
religion. AFith David Hume, then Secretary 
to the English Embassy at Paris, and at the 
summit of his literary reputation 3 or as the 
“ Heroic Epistle” says, “ drunk with Gallic 

wine, and Gallic praisethe Dauphin, 
not a great while before his decease, had a 
long conversation, principally on points con- 
nected'with philosophical disquisition. When 
Hume was presented to him, “ I know,” said 
he, “ that you hold very free opinions on 
“ matters connected with Revelation 3 but 
“ my principles are fixed, and therefore speak 
'' out to me 3 for otherwise I should only be 
“ conversing with a man in a Mask.” He 
was the third Dauphin in hereditary descent, 
who had attained to manhood without as¬ 
cending the French Throne, within the short 
space of fifty-four years. His death was fol¬ 
lowed, at no long interval of time, by that of 
the Dauphiness his widow, and the Queen 
his mother 3 leaving Louis the Fifteenth at 
nearly sixty, surrounded by his daughters, 
and his grandchildren. 

Unquestionably, the four last years of his 
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reign, were passed in a manner worthy of Sar- 
danapalus j oblivious of his public duties, in¬ 
sensible to national glory, and lost to every 
sentiment of private virtue, or even of Deco¬ 
rum. From the instant that, dismissing Choi- 
seul from his Councils, and rejecting the favo¬ 
rable opportunity offered him by the dispute 
which arose between England and Spain, re¬ 
lative to the Falkland Islands, for recovering 
the honor, as well as the territories, lost by 
France during the preceding war; he aban¬ 
doned himself to pleasures no longer suited 
to his age ^—from that moment, he became an 
object of contempt and Opprobrium to his own 
subjects. Unfortunately for his fame, he has 
been tried and estimated by this inglorious 
portion of his life. Yet, even while the Dukes 
of Aiguillon and of Richlieu directed public 
affairs, while the Great Seal of France was en¬ 
trusted to Maupeou, while the Finances were 
abandoned to the Abbe Terray, and while a 
woman of the most libertine description, Ma¬ 
dame du Barry, presided over his looser 
hours; he at least exerted some proofs of vi¬ 
gour in his treatment of the Parliaments of 
his kingdom, whom he controuled and banish¬ 
ed : unlike his yielding Successor, who suf¬ 
fered himself to be overwhelmed under the 
progressive effects of popular innovation. 
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When we compare the concluding years 
of .Louis the. Fourteenth’s reign,from 1712, to 
1715,,with the termination of his great grand¬ 
son’s life, from .1770 to 1774;.we shall see 
that the Court was alike, in both instances, 
completely under female controul. It would 
indeed be as unjust to place Madame du Barry 
in competition with Madame de Maintenoii; 
as to elevate Thais or Campaspe, to a level 
with Aspasia, or with Livia. Yet did the 
Palace and Court of the former Prince, ex¬ 
hibit as degrading a scene of mingled hypo¬ 
crisy, bigotry, and superstition; as Versailles 
displayed a spectacle of debauch and licen¬ 
tious pleasure, under the latter Sovereign. If 
it were perrhitted to cite as authority’ for this 
assertion, the Pucelle ” of Voltaire; a Poeni 
no less captivating from its wit, than dangerous 
from its spirit and tendency; but the his¬ 
torical portraits scattered throughout which 
production, are sketched with adniirable 
ability, by a master hand ; we might there 
behold the ignominious figure which the 
Phoenix of the Bourbons’’ presented in the 
evening of his life, surrounded by devotees, 
priests, and monks, 

“ Hercule en Froc, et Priape en Soutane.” 
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Louis the Fifteenth, during his last years, 
excites nevertheless more disgust, because it is 
unqualified by any sentiment of pity, or of 
respect. His death, which took place under 
these circumstances, was hailed by the French, 
as the iEra of their liberation from a yoke 
equally disgraceful and severe: while the new 
Reign awakened in a nation characterized by 
its superficial or sanguine frame of mind, 
the most extravagant visions.of future felicity. 
We may however safely assume that Louis 
the Fifteenth, who had refused to join Charles 
the Third of Spain in 1770 , when every cir¬ 
cumstance invited him to a rupture with 
England; and who was known to have taken 
an unalterable determination of terminating 
his life in peace 3 —we may be assured that 
such a Prince, at sixty-eight or seventy, 
would not have sent La Fayette and Rocham- 
beau across the Atlantic, there to imbibe the 
principles of Rebellion and Republicanism, 
with which they returned to inoculate France, 
and to subvert the Throne. Louis the Six¬ 
teenth, only four years after his Accession, 
in 1778 , embraced, though against his own 
judgement, this pernicious and improvident 
measure, from which, in an eminent degree. 
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flowed the destruction of. his House. So true 
is it, that— 

Evertere domos totas, optantibus ipsis, 
Difaciles,” 

) 

We cannot reflect without some surprize, 
.that Louis the Fifteenth manifested more at¬ 
tention during his last illness, to the well¬ 
being and support of Madame du Barry, his 
Mistress, after his decease; than his prede¬ 
cessor displayed for Madame de Maintenon, 
to whom he had been united above thirty 
years, by the solemn ties pf marriage. Scar- 
ron’s AVidow possessed nothing as her own 
individual property, on the first of Sepr 
tember, 1715, when Louis the Fourteenth 
breathed his last, except the Estate of Main- 
tenon in the Vicinity of Paris, which she had 
purchased; and a Pension from the Crown, 
of two thousand Louis d’Ors a year; while 
the former, besides the immense pecuniary 
gratifications which she had received from 
her Royal Lover during the period pf her 
favour, was presented by him \vith the beau¬ 
tiful Chateau and Estate pf Lusienne, situate 
near Marly, Yet Louis the Fourteenth, be¬ 
fore he expired, contented himself with only 
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recommending his future widow, to the pro¬ 
tection of the Duke of Orleans. His Suc¬ 
cessor, on the contrary, at an early period of 
his disorder, after , expressing the utmost 
anxiety respecting his Mistress, delivered into 
the Duke d’Aiguillon’s hands, confidentially 
for her use, in the event of his decease, a 
Port-Folio containing in Notes, the sum of 
three Millions of Livres, or about one hun¬ 
dred and twenty thousand Pounds Sterling. 
The Duke, with the true Spirit of a Courtier, 
carried this deposit to the new King. 

At sixty-four, Louis the Fifteenth died 
of the small-pox, at Versailles ; as his grand¬ 
father, the Dauphin, only son of Louis the 
Fourteenth, was carried off at the Palace 
of Meudon, by the same Malady, in 1711. 
While any reasonable expectations of his re¬ 
covery were entertained, Madame du Barry 
continued her attendance about his person; 
every idea of the nature of his disease, being 
studiously concealed from him: nor was he 
permitted to regard himself in a looking-Glass, 
lest he should discover the change effected 
in his countenance, by the Pustules which 
covered his ‘face. The Duke de Richlieu 
even kept guard at the door of his bed-cham- 
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ber, to prevent the intrusion of any priest or 
Ecclesiastic who might procure admission, 
and by warning him of his danger, awaken 
his apprehensions of'Eternity. But, no 
sooner was his alarming situation understood, 
and the apparent improbability of his sur¬ 
viving the attack of so malignant a' distemper, 
became disseminated abroad 5 than Madame 
Louisa of France, the King’s youngest daugh¬ 
ter, who had taken the Veil as a Carmelite 
Nun, quitting the Convent of which she was 
Prioress at St. Denis, repaired to Versailles. 
With irresistible importunity she demanded 
admittance to her Father, whoni she ad¬ 
monished of his perilous state, and impending 
dissolution : he was already sinking under the 
ravages of the disease, which left no hope of 
his surmounting its violence. Madame du 
Barry had been sent away some days before, 
to Lrisienne. The King expired in a narrow 
white Bed, placed between two windows of his 
apartment,which were constantly kept open on 
account of the heat of the weather, though the 
season of the year was by no means advanced, 
it being only the 10 th day of May, 1774. These 
particulars have all been related to me, not 
long after they took place, by a Gentleman, 
one of his Pages, who attended him through¬ 
out the whole course of his disorder. 
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'. It is obvious, after a Consideration of these 
Facts, that the successor of Louis the Fif^ 
teenth must have ascended the Throne under 
the most favourable Auspices. To the ma¬ 
jesty of the first European Crov^m, he added 
the brilliancy of youth, not having yet com¬ 
pleted his twentieth year. But, though young,' 
he possessed neither the graces, the activity, 
nor the elasticity of mind, usually charac¬ 
teristic of that period of life. Heavy, inert, 
inclined to Corpulency, and destitute of all' 
aptitude for any exercises of the body, except 
Hunting;-.he seemed, like James the First of 
England, unfit for appearing in the Field. 
His manners were shy; a natural result of his; 
neglected Education, which made Madame 
du Barry commonly call him, during his 
Grandfather’s life, " Le gros Gargon, mal 
eleoe"' Yet never did any Prince manifest 
more rectitude of intention, greater probity, 
or a warmer desire to advance the felicity of 
his people. Nor was his understanding by; 
any means inadequate to fulfilling those bene¬ 
ficent designs. He even endeavoured, at an 
early period of his reign, to repair the vvant 
of preceding instruction, by intense private 
application. For Geography, he displayed an 
uncommon passion; and it is well known, 
that none of his Ministers equalled him in. 
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that branch of knowledge. Before 1778, 
when the French Cabinet embraced the in¬ 
judicious determination of aiding the Ameri¬ 
cans, by sending out D’Estaign with a Fleet 
to their support; the King had rendered 
himself so perfect a master of the Topography 
of the Trans-atlantic Continent, that from the 
River St. Laurence, to the Southern extremity 
of Florida, not a head-land, a Bay, a River,, 
or almost an inlet, were unknown to. him.: 
AFarmly attached to the Queen his wife, and 
indisposed to Connexions of Gallantry, his 
nuptial fidelity could admit of no dispute;' 
and in all the relations of domestic life, he 
might be esteemed not only blameless, but' 
meritorious. George the Third could hardly 
lay claim to higher moral esteem and appro¬ 
bation, in his private Character. 

Impressed with deep sentiments of filial 
piety, and of respect for the memory, as well 
as for the precepts or advice, of his Father the 
Dauphin; he selected his Ministers, in com¬ 
pliance with that Prince’s written instruc¬ 
tions, which he had carefully preserved, and 
religiously obeyed. Those instructions im- 
p.elled him to place the Count de Maurepas* 
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at the head of the new Administration, though 
that Nobleman had then attained a very ad¬ 
vanced period of life. He was indeed as old 
as the Cardinal de Fleury, when he assumed 
the management of affairs, having attained 
his seventy-third year, in and having 

passed the preceding twenty-five years in 
exile, at Bourges, the obscure Capital of the 
central and secluded Province of Berri. It 
may however be justly questioned, whether 
in this choice, Louis the Sixteenth was fortu¬ 
nate. Maurepas, though a man of superior 
talents, who preserved in age, all the freshness 
of his intellect; yet plunged his Country into 
the Alliance with America, which proved 
eventually, at no great distance of time, the 
leading source of all the Revolutionary Ca¬ 
lamities that have desolated France. In his 
selection of Vergennes for the foreign Depart¬ 
ment, the King apparently manifested more 
discernment. I was at Stockholm, in June, 
1774», when the Courier, who brought the in¬ 
telligence of Louis the Fifteenth’s death, de¬ 
livered to Monsieur de Vergennes, then the 
French Embassador at the Court of Sweden, 
letters recalling him to Paris, in order to 
form a Member of the Cabinet. Happily for 
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themselves, neither Maurepas nor Vergennes 
survived to witness the Commencement of the 
Revolution. 

If a combination of almost all those quali¬ 
ties or endowments, which in a private sta¬ 
tion, conciliate esteem and excite respect, 
could have secured to Louis the Sixteenth 
a tranquil reign, he might justly have pre¬ 
tended’ to that felicity. But, unfortunately, 
he wanted the bolder and more affirmative 
features of the mind, which confirm domi¬ 
nion, repress or extinguish innovation, re¬ 
tain the various classes of subjects in their 
respective orbits, inspire becoming appre¬ 
hension, and preserve the throne from in¬ 
sult or attack. These defects had not in¬ 
deed become apparent to the Nation at 
large, as early as 1776; but they were not the 
less obvious to such Individuals as had access 
to his Person and Court. Perhaps, had he 
succeeded in more tranquil Times, of if he 
had been the immediate successor of Louis 
the Fourteenth; under whom, although the 
Monarchy was convulsed, and had been al¬ 
most overturned by foreign enemies towards 
the Conclusion of that Reign, yet the Monar¬ 
chical principle and power remained firmly 

VOL. I I 
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rooted in 'public opinion ^ he might have 
maintained himself in his elevation. But> 
even before the commencement of. the Ame¬ 
rican war, Voltaire, Rousseau, and their dis¬ 
ciples, had undermined both the foundations 
of the Throne and of the Altar, by inculcating 
philosophical principles, calculated, in their 
results^: to propel the inferior ranks upon the 
iipperOrders of society. A spirit of disquisi¬ 
tion, of discontent, of. complaint, and of re¬ 
form, .which pervaded not only the mass of 
the French population, but, which had in¬ 
fected even the Army, the Navy, and how¬ 
ever strange it may seem, the Church itself; 
menaced thee most; alarming consequences. 
Henry the Fourth and Sully would have an¬ 
ticipated arid suppressed it in the Birth. 
Louis the Thirteenth and Richlieu would have 
combated and vanquished it in the.Field; 
Louis the fourteenth arid Louvois would 
have either dispersed, or' have overawed and 
intimidated it, by Measures of Vigor. Even 
the Regent Duke, Fleury, or Choiseul, would 
not have supinely allowed it to mature its 
destructive powers, till it burst into a con¬ 
flagration. i. 

If ever France stood in need of a strong, 

i 
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and even a severe Ruler, it -was at the death 
of Louis the Fifteenth; when the person of 
the Prince, and the Throne itself, were alike, 
although from different causes, fallen into uni 7 
versal contempt. A man of energy, who had 
possessed military talents, and who instead of 
breaking the Household Troops, disarming 
the Sovereign Authority, and then impru¬ 
dently convoking the States General; would 
have mounted on horseback, placed a strong 
Garrison in the Bastile, arrested the first in¬ 
stigators to sedition, sent the Duke of Orleans 
to the Castle of Vincennes, and put himself 
at the -head of his army in the. last resort, 
against his rebellious subjects.;-—such a ;king 
might have defied the Revolution. But 
Louis the Sixteenth laboured under a double 
inaptitude, moral and physical. He was, the 
only Monarch since Philip of Valois, if nat 
the single instance that occurs since Hugh 
Capet, the Founder of, the third Dynasty, 
who never had, on any occasion, appeared 
in person among his soldiers. Louis the .Fif¬ 
teenth, and his son the Dauphin,., though 
neither of.them were distinguished by, martial 
ardor, yet assisted in the field, made a carn- 
paign.in the Netherlands ; and were stationed 
by Marshal Saxe in such a manner, at the 
I 2 
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battle of Fontenoy, as at least to be spectators 
of, if not participators in, the victory gained 
on that memorable day.. Their ill-fated Der 
scendant could never be propelled into such 
exertions, and he even betrayed a dislike 
towards shewing himself at the peaceful cere¬ 
mony of a Review. 

His personal courage itself, whatever flat¬ 
tery may assert, or candour may suggest, was 
problematical. That he displayed consider¬ 
able presence of mind. Calmness, and con¬ 
tempt of death, when surrounded by a furious 
populace, in October, 1789, at Versailles, 
and in July, 1792, at the Tuilleries, cannot be 
disputed : but, on the Scaffold, in January, 
1793, for the performance of which last act 
he must nevertheless have been prepared, by. 
all the aids of reflection, and all the supports 
of religion ; he did not comport himself with 
the serenity and self-possession that charac¬ 
terized Charles the First, and Mary, Queen 
of Scots, when laying down their heads on 
the Block. It must however be admitted on 
the other hand, that the Guillotine, which 
was only an atrocious revolutionary engine, 
invented, not so much to abbreviate the suf¬ 
ferings of the condemned individual, as to 
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facilitate the despatch of a number of victims 
with certainty, in a shorter space of time; be¬ 
reaved death of all its grace and dignity. I 
have likewise seen and read very strong attes¬ 
tations to the firmness, displayed by the King 
of France in his last moments. On the 26th 
of January, 1793, the day on which the official 
account of his execution arrived in London; 
being alone with the Duke of Dorset, who 
was then Lord Steward, at St. Janies’s Palace, 
he received a note, which he immediately 
shewed me, and which I copied on the spot. 
It contained these words. 

** Paris, 21st January, 12 o’clock. 

** The unfortunate Louis is no more. He suf¬ 
fered death- this morning, at ten o’clock, with the 
most heroic courage.” 

To the Duke of Dorset.”' 


The note had no signature, but the Duke 
told me, that lie knew both the hand-writing 
and the writer. Yet I have been assured that 
Louis attempted to resist or impede the Exe¬ 
cutioners; who, impatient for obvious Rea¬ 
sons, to finish the performance, used a degree 
of violence, threw him down forcibly on the 
plank, in which act his face was torn, and 
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finally thrust him- under the Guillotine. 
Marie Antoinette, and Madame ^Elizabeth,* 
each, exhibited in turn, one, the'Heroism of 
an elevated: mind, superior to Death ; the 
other, the calm resignation of a Saint and a 
Martyr, under the same circumstances. Even 
the Duke of Orleans himself, covered as he 
was with crimes and turpitudes, yet derived 
from despair a species> of affirmative courage, 
hurried to the place- of execution, ascended 
the Scaffold with Rapidity;, and rushed upon 
his fate.' . 

In the Summer of 1776, when I quitted 
France, : Marie Antoinette may be said 
to have reached the summit of her Beauty, 
and of her popularity. Her favour with the 
Nation at large, declined from the period 
of her brother the . Emperor Joseph the 
Second’s visit to Paris, in 1777; after which 
interview between them, her eneniies, with 
equal falsity and malignity,, accused, her of 
sacrificing both the treasures and the interests 
of the French Monarchy, to her Austrian 
cqnnexions. Her personal charms, which 
Burke has overrated, consisted more in her 
elevated manner, lofty demeanour, and Graces 
of deportment, all which announced a dueen. 
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than in her features or Countenance, which 
wanted softness and regularity.- She had be¬ 
sides weak, or rather, inflamed eyes ,5 but,-her 
complexion, which; was dazzling, aided by 
youth, and all the Decorations of Dressy in 
which Ornaments she displayed great Taster 
imposed on the beholder. In the national es¬ 
timation, her greatest defect at this period of 
life, consisted in her' sterility; she haying 
been married- full, six years, without giving 
any apparent.prospect of issue./ But, Anne of 
Austria had remained nearly two and twenty 
years under the same reproach, before she 
brought into the world LouisJhe Fourteenth. 
The Coupt de Provence was likewise destitute 
of:any children, though as early as 1771 he 
had espoused a daughter of . the'King of Sar¬ 
dinia; while the Count d’Artois, youngest of 
the three Brothers, married to-another Prin¬ 
cess of Savoy, ‘was already become a father. 
His son, born in 1775, had been created 
Duke d’Angouleme. Both the King and the 
Count de Provence were then generally re¬ 
garded, in different ways, as equally inapt for 
the purposes, of marriage. It had neverthe¬ 
less.been ascertained, that Lonis the Sixteenth 
laboured-under no impediment for perpetuat¬ 
ing his race, except a slight defect in his 
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physical Organization, easily susceptible of 
relief by a surgical operation j but, to under¬ 
go which, he for a long time manifested great 
repugnance. The importance of the case, 
and the pressing instances which were made 
to him, having at length, however surmount¬ 
ed his scruples, he submitted to it; and the 
Queen lay in of a daughter in December, 
1778, whose unmerited sufferings, filial Piety, 
and virtues, have justly endeared her to all 
Europe. But, Marie Antoinette did not till 
several years later, produce a Dauphin. 

Of the three Royal brothers, the Count 
d-Artois had been cast by Nature, in the most 
graceful mould. All the dignity of Louis the 
Fourteenth, had exclusively descended to him. 
His elder brother, the Count de Provence, who 
resembled the King in his person, was less 
known to the Nation, in 1776, than either of 
the others. Moderate in his character^ and 
of retired habits; possessing a strong mind, 
but destitute of brilliant or of dangerous ta¬ 
lents, he approved himself on all occasions, 
the most submissive of subjects. Both the 
younger Princes resided constantly at Ver¬ 
sailles, in a part of the Royal Palace; accom¬ 
panied the King, whenever he repaired to 
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Compifegne or to Fontainbleau j commonly 
attended him at Mass, as wdl as to the chace; 
and never absented themselves, even on an 
excursion to Paris, without his permission. 
Philip, Duke de Chartres, too well known to 
us by his vindictive and criminal political in¬ 
trigues, which at a more recent period have 
conduced in so great a degree, to the subver¬ 
sion of the House of Bourbon j was already 
fallen, at the Time of which I speak, under 
the public condemnation or contempt. He 
had then been married several years, to the 
sole daughter and heiress of the Duke de Pen- 
thievre, last male of the illegitimate Descend¬ 
ants of Louis the Fourteenth; and the popu¬ 
lar voice accused him of having plunged the 
Prince de Lamballe, his brother-in-law, the 
Duke de Penthievre^s only son, into the de¬ 
baucheries which terminated his life in the 
flower of his age. That young Prince 
espoused, at a very early period, one of the 
Princesses of Carignan, collaterally descended 
from the House of Savoy; whose tragical end 
in 1792 , forms a revolting feature of the great 
Act of Blood, denominated “ The French Re¬ 
volution.” 

As the Prince de Lamballe left no issue; 
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the Duke de Chartres was asserted to have 
accelerated, or; rather to; have produced 
Ids death,, from,the;Sordid, as well.as detest.; 
able rn.otive, ;of inheri.ting, .in right of his 
Consort, the ya.st Estates of Penthieyre. 
However destitute of proof, and perhaps even 
of just foundation, may have; been this impu¬ 
tation; yet .the character and notorious pro¬ 
fligacy of the Duke, ;obtained for .it univqrsal 
belief. Affecting to emulate the Regent Duke 
of Orleans, his great Grandfather’s example, 
whose portrait was always suspended close to 
his Bed; he only imitated that Prince in the 
licentious depravity of his manners, and the 
abandonjed nature of his amours. The Re¬ 
gent, whether in Italy, where he was wound¬ 
ed in 1706 , fighting desperately , in the 
trenches before Turin; in Spain, where he 
cpnimanded the French Armies with distin¬ 
guished lustre; or at home, \yhile conducting 
the helm, of affairs, during the Minority of 
Louis the Fifteenth; whatever vices-he dis¬ 
played, redeemed them in some measure by 
his valour, loyalty, and capacity. His dege¬ 
nerate Descendant incurred the abhorrence 
of all Europe, overturned the Throne of 
France, perished by the Axe, and may be 
esteemed the most atrocious, as well as flagi- 
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tiqus individual who has arisen in; modern 
Ages, for the calamity of mankind, with the 
single exception of Bonaparte. ,, > if 

Returning to England, in the Summer of 
1776, I w'ent down soon afterwards, on awisit 
to Lord Nugent, at Gosfield in Essex; a seat 
which has since^ in' the. revolutionary events 
of the present Times, afforded, a temporary 
Asylum to the representative of the Capetian 
Line, when expelled from a Country over 
which his Ancestors had reigned, in uninter- 
rupted; male succession,. for above eight huUr 
dred years ! When I visited Gosfield,. among 
the guests who attracted most attention, might 
justly be reckoned the late Lord Temple, 
then far advancedJn life, and very infirm. • In 
his person he was ta]l and large, though not 
inclined to corpulency. A disorder, thq seat 
of which lay.in l^is ribs, bending him almost 
double, compelled him, in walking, to make 
use of a sort of crutch: but his mind seemed 
exempt from any decay. His conversation 
was animated, brilliant, and full of entertain¬ 
ment.' Notwithstanding the nick name of 
‘f Squire Gawkey,'’ which he had obtained in 
the satirical, or party productions of those 
Times, and which, we may presume, was not 
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given him without good reason; he had ne¬ 
vertheless the air and appearance of a man of 
high condition, when he appeared with the 
Insignia and Decorations of the Garter, seat¬ 
ed at table. It is well known that George 
the Second, who, though he generally yielded 
to Ministerial violence or importunity, yet 
manifested often great reluctance and even ill 
humor, in his manner of compliance on these 
occasions, strongly disliked Lord Temple. 
Being however compelled, in consequence of 
political arrangements very repugnant to his 
feelings, to invest that Nobleman with the 
Order of the Garter, the King took so little 
pains to conceal his aversion, both to the indi¬ 
vidual, and to the act; that instead of placing 
the Riband decorously over the shoulder of 
the new Knight, His Majesty, averting his 
head, and muttering indistinctly, some ex¬ 
pressions of dissatisfaction, threw it across 
him, and turned his back at the same instant, 
in the rudest manner. 

George the Third, on such occasions, pos¬ 
sessed or exerted more restraint over his pas¬ 
sions, than did his Grandfather. Yet even he 
did not always execute the commands of his 
Minister, where they were disagreeable or 
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revolting to him, without displaying some 
reluctance. I have, been assured from high 
contemporary Authority, that at the Cere¬ 
mony of investing the present Marquis Cam¬ 
den with the Order of the Garter^ after his 
Return from being Lord Lieutenant of Ire¬ 
land;'His Majesty, who felt no little un¬ 
willingness to confer it on him, betrayed a 
considerable degree of ill humor in,his coun¬ 
tenance and manner. However, as he knew 
that it must be performed, Mr. Pitt having 
pertinaciously insisted on it; the King took 
the Riband in his hand, and turning to a 
Person present, before the New Knight ap¬ 
proached, asked of him, if . he knew Lord 
Camden’s Christian name. ; The Person, after 
enquiring, informed him that it was John 
Jeffreys. “ What! what!” replied the King; 
John Jeffreys! the first Knight of the Gar- 
ter, 1 believe, that ever was called John 
“ Jeffreys.” The aversion, of George the Se¬ 
cond towards Lord Temple, originated partly 
in personal, but, more from political motives 
or feelings. His present Majesty’s disinclina¬ 
tion to confer the Garter on Lord Camden, 
probably arose merely from considering his 
descent, ahough most honorable and respec¬ 
table, as not sufficiently illustrious. But, 
the great talents and qualities of the first 
VOL. I. 
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Earl, had diffused a lustre , over the name of 
Pratt. In the Eye of Reason and of true. 
Philosophy, such a Father conferred, more; 
Dignity on his “Issue, than to have derived 
their origin from Nell Gwynn^ or fromlMader- 
moiselle de la Querouaille, or from Barbara 
Villiers, Duchess of Cleveland, by a Prince 
like Charles the second. We might exclaim 
with PopCyf on the Occasion, c o j 

What, tho’ thy antient, but ignoble Blood, 

Has crept thro’ Scoundrels ever since the Flood !” 

Yet might the Sovereign, when conferring 
the Garter, justly consider the Pretensions 
of a Duke of St. Albans, as higher than those 
of Earl Camdenj although he was the Heir 
and Representative of a Man, who united in 
his legal and publ,ic Character, some of the 
most shining dualities that can elevate or 
adorn human Nature. To these endowments 
of the father, the son originally owed the 
Dignity of the Peerage, which devolved on 
him. To Mr. Pitt’s friendship, he was sub¬ 
sequently indebted for the distinction of the 
Garter. 

Lord Nugent was created, an Irish Earl, 
during the time that I was at Gosfield, having 
antecedently been raised to the title of Vis- 
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count Clare. He formed a striking contrast to 
Lord Temple, in his manners and address;' 
Of an athletic frame, and a vigorous constitu¬ 
tion,-though very far’advanced in years, lie 
was exempt from infirmity j possessing a 
Stentorian voice, with great animal spirits,' 
and vast powers of conversation.’ He was in¬ 
deed a man of very considerable natural labili¬ 
ties, though not of a very cultivated mind. 
His talents seemed more adapted to active, 
than to speculative life; to the Drawing 
Room, or the House of Commons, than to the 
closet. Having sat in many Parliaments, he 
spoke fluently, as well as with energy and 
force; was accounted a good Debater, and 
possessed a species of eloquence; altogether 
unembarrassed by any false modesty or timi¬ 
dity. In the progress of a long life, he had 
raised himself from a private geritlenian, of 
an antient family in Ir^and, and n. considera¬ 
ble patrimonial fortune, to an Irish Earldom; 
which dignity, together with his name, he 
procured to devolve on the late Marquis of 
Buckingham, then Mr. Grenville, who had 
married his only daughter. • They were both 
likewise at Gosfield, during the time of which 
I speak ; and Lord Nugent having gone up to 
town, for, the purpose of kissing the King’s 
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hand, upon his new Creation, returned from 
thence on the following day, as we were seat¬ 
ed at table, after dinner. The object of his 
visit to St. James’s, was well known by every 
one present; but he immediately announced 
it, as soon as he had taken his place, by fill¬ 
ing out a glass of wine, and toasting his 
daughter’s health as Lady Mary Grenville. 

Lord Nugent, when young, had occupied 
a distinguished place in the favor of Frederic,* 
Prince of Wales; and was more than once 
destined to have filled an Office in some of 
those imaginary Administrations, commemo¬ 
rated by Dodington, which were perpetually 
fabricated at Leicester House, during the 
long interval between the accession of George 
the Second, and -His Royal Highness’s de¬ 
cease, in 17v^il. The Prince died considerably 
in his debt; nor was the sum so due, ever 
liquidated, unless we consider the Offices 
and Dignities conferred on Lord Nugent by 
George the Third, at different periods of his 
reign, as having been in the nature of a re¬ 
tribution for loans made to his father. In 
return for these marks of royal favor, he pre¬ 
sented Verses to the Oueen, accompanying a' 
piece of Irish Stuff, which Her Majesty gra- 
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ciously accepted. Both the poetry, and the 
manafacture, were satirically said to he Irish 
Stuff. They began, if l recollect right, 

. . Could poor Iern6 gifts afford, 

Worthy the mistress of her Lord, 

Of sculptur’d gold, a costly frame. 

Just emblem of her worth should flame.” 

But Lord Nugent’s Muse will never rank 
him with Prior, nOr even with Lyttelton and 
Chesterfield. He was a better Courtier, than 
a Poet; and he had always been distinguished 
by the other sex. Glover, when speaking of 
him, says, “Nugent, a jovial and voluptuous 
Irishman, who had left Popery, for the.Pro¬ 
testant religion, money, and widows.” His 
first wife. Lady Amelia Plunket, daughter of 
the Earl of Fingal, brought him only one son. 
Colonel Nugent, who died, many years before 
his father. Mrs. Knight, Sister and heiress 
of the celebrated Craggs, Secretary of State 
under George the First, buried in Westminster 
Abbeys (and who is immortalized by Pope’s 
Epitaph on him, more perhaps, than by his 
talents, or his actions j) was Lord Nugent’s 
second wife. She brought him neither felicity 
nor issue;, but she brought him the house and^ 
estate at Gosfield, one of the finest Domains' 
VOL. I. K 
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in Essex. To the late Countess Dowager of 
Berkeley, he gave his hand a third time; 
though not under fortunate Auspices, nor in' 
a happy hour. The late Marchioness of Buck¬ 
ingham was the only issue of this match, re¬ 
cognized by Lord Nugent. But, his devotion 
to the Sex, which remained proof to all trials, 
animated him even to the close of life. Lord 
Temple and he, both, composed Verses, after 
this time, addressed to the same object. I be¬ 
lieve it was in the month of August, 1776, 
that these aged Peers presented some couplets 
of their respective compositions, to the late 
Duchess of Gordon, then in the meridian of 
her charms; when Lord Temple, having en¬ 
tertained her and the Duke at Stow, lighted 
up the Grotto for her reception. Lord Nu¬ 
gent, to a perfect knowledge of the world, 
joined a coarse and often licentious, but na¬ 
tural, strong, and ready wit, which no place, 
nor company, prevented him from indulging; 
and the effect of which was augmented by an 
Irish Accent that never forsook him. It is 
well known, that when a Bill was introduced 
into the House of Commons, for better 
watching the Metropolis; in order to con¬ 
tribute towards effecting which object, one 
of the Clauses went to propose, that Watch¬ 
men should be compelled to sleep during the 
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day-time; Lord Nugent, with admirable hu¬ 
mour, got up, and desired that he might 
be personally included in the provisions of the 
Bill, being frequently so tormented with the 
Gout, as to be unable to sleep either by day, 
or by night.” . . 

While I ani on this subject, I cannot resist 
relating a frolick, which rendered Lord Nu¬ 
gent, or rather Mr. Nugent, he being then 
a Commoner, not a little distinguished, to¬ 
wards the end of George the Second’s reign. 
George, Earl of Bristol, eldest of the three 
sons of the famous Lord Hervey, whom Pope 
has, very unjustly, transmitted to Posterity, 
as “ Lord Fanny,” and as Sporus;” like his 
father, inclined to a degree of effeminacy in 
his person, manners, and dress. Probably, 
these characteristics of. deportment, while 
they exposed him to some animadversion or 
ridicule, led to a supposition that they were 
connected with want of, spirit; and that he 
would not promptly resent insult. Certain it 
is that Mr. Nugent, then a man of considera¬ 
tion, fortune, and fashion, living in the high¬ 
est company of the Metropolis* being one 
evening at Lord Temple’s house in Pall-Mall.- 
where a splendid assembly of both sexes was 
K 2 
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collected; laid a singular bet with Lord Tem¬ 
ple, that he would spit in the Earl of Bristol’s 
hat. The wager was accepted, and Mr. Nu¬ 
gent instantly set about its accomplishment. 
For this purpose, as he passed Lord Bristol, 
who stood in the door-way of one of the 
Apartments, very richly dressed, holding his 
hat under his arm, with the inside uppermost; 
Mr. Nugent, turning round as if to spit, and 
affecting not to perceive Lord Bristol, per¬ 
formed that act in his hat. 

Pretending the utmost concern and distress 
at the unintentional rudeness that he had 
committed, Mr. Nugent made a thousand 
Apologies to the Earl for his Indecorum, and 
entreated to be allowed to wipe off the affront 
with his pocket handkerchief: but. Lord 
Bristol calmly taking out his own, used it for 
that purpose; besought Mr. Nugent not to 
be discomposed; assured him that he was not 
discomposed himself; wiped the inside of his 
hat; and then replacing it as before, under 
his arm, asked Mr. Nugent whether he had 
any farther occasion for it in the same way ? 
Having so done, the Earl, without changing 
a muscle of his countenance, or manifesting 
any irritation, quitted the place where he 
stood; sat down to play with the party he 
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usually made at Cards, finished his two or 
three Rubbers, and returned home. Mr. 
Nugent, after triumphantly winning his Bet, 
considered the matter as terminated; but in 
this supposition he counted without his host. 
Early on the following morning, before he 
was risen, he received a note, similar in its na¬ 
ture and contents to that which Gil Bias tells 
us he delivered to his master, Don Mathias 
de Sylva; but, with the summons contained 
in which, Mr. Nugent did not manifest the 
same careless promptitude to comply, as the 
Spanish Grandee exhibited, in the Novel of 
Le Sage. The Note acquainted him, that 
Lord Bristol expected and demanded Satisfac¬ 
tion for the insult of the preceding night, 
without delay; naming time, as well as place. 
An instant answer was required. 

Mr. Nugent now perceived that he had 
involved himself in a very serious affair of 
Honour, where he had only meant to gratify 
a wanton moment of frolick. However per¬ 
sonally brave, he felt that the Exertion of his 
Courage, in order to cover or justify a pre¬ 
meditated insult, which no Sophistry could 
warrant or excuse, would only aggravate his 
offence. Under this impression, having de¬ 
termined therefore to make reparation, he 
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wrote to Lord Bristo], offering every possible 
Apology for the act committed; which, he 
admitted, would be inexcusable, if it had 
been meant as any Affront. But, as the best 
extenuation of so gross a seeming violation 
of ail decorum, he added, that it did not 
arise from the most remote intention of in¬ 
sulting the Earl, the whole Matter having 
originated in a Bet. He concluded by pro¬ 
fessing his readiness to ask pardon in the 
most ample manner j requesting that the bu¬ 
siness might not produce any further conse¬ 
quences. To this Application Lord Bristol 
replied, that though he was disposed readily 
to admit, and to accept, the proffered Repa¬ 
ration; yet, as the Affront had been com¬ 
mitted in public company, so must the ex¬ 
acted Apology be made; and he named the 
Club-room at White’s, as the place where he 
would receive it from Mr. Nugent. Not, 
however, by any means, Lord Bristol added, 
from him only; for, as he now understood 
that the Act itself owed its rise to a wager, 
it became clear that there must be another 
person implicated in the Transaction. He 
insisted therefore on knowing the name of 
that individual, from whom, as a participator 
in the Frolick, he should equally exact an 
Apology; and declaring that on no other 



MEMOIRS. 


135 


conditions would he relinquish his right to de¬ 
mand personal satisfaction. In consequence 
of so peremptory a Requisition, Mr. Nugent 
owned that Lord Temple was the person to 
whom he had alluded; and both the Gentle¬ 
men were finally reduced to comply with the 
terms, by asking pardon in the Club-room at 
White’s. Lord Bristol then declared himself 
satisfied, and the Business at an end. 

The late Lord Sackville told me, that when 
young, he was well acquainted with Lord 
Mark Kerr j a Nobleman whose person being, 
like Lord Bristol’s, cast by Nature in a very 
delicate mould, sometimes subjected him 
among strangers, to insults, from a suppo¬ 
sition that a man of so feminine a figure, 
would not be prone to resent an affront. 
In this calculation they were however egre- 
giously deceived, he being a person of de¬ 
cided courage. Shortly after the battle of 
Dettingen, during the Summer of the year 
1743 , the Earl of Stair, then commanding 
the British forces in Germany, under George 
the Second, entertained at his table several 
French Officers, who had been taken pri¬ 
soners in that engagement. A numerous 
company sat down to dinner, in the tent of 
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the Commander-in-chief, among whoir) was 
Lord Mark j who being son to the Marquis 
of Lothian, and nearly related to Lord 
Stair, acted as one of his Aides du Camp. 
Lord Sackville was present on the occasion. 
A difference of opinion having arisen during 
the repast, on some point which was main¬ 
tained by one of the French Officers, with 
great pertinacity; Lord Mark Kerr, in a very 
gentle tone of voice, ventured to set him 
right ori the matter of fact. But, the 
Frenchman, inconscious of his quality, and 
perhaps thinking that a frame so delicate, 
did not enclose a high spirit; contradicted 
him in the n^ost gross terms, such as are 
neither used nor submitted to among Gen¬ 
tlemen. The circumstance took place so 
near to Lord Stair, as unavoidably to at¬ 
tract his attention. No notice whatever was 
taken of it at the time, and after dinner the 
company adjourned to another tent, where 
Coffee was served. Lord Mark coming in 
about a quarter of an hour later than the 
others. Lord Stair no sooner observed him, 
than calling him aside, Nephew,” said 
he, “I thipk it is imppssible for you to pass 
“ by the affront that you received from the 
“ French Officer at my table. You mu?>t 
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demand satisfaction, however much I re- 
“ gret the necessity for it.” “ Oh, My 
“ Lord,” answered Lord Mark, with his 
characteristic Gentleness of Manner, you 
“ need not be under any uneasiness on that 
“ subject.. We have already fought. Iran 
“ him through the body. He died on the 
“ spot, and they are at this moment about to 
“ bury him. I knew too well what I owed 
to myself, and I was too well convinced of 
“ your Lordship’s way of thinking, to lose a 
moment in calling the Officer to account.” 

I passed the ensuing Winter, of 1776*7> 
in London; a period which is now so 
distant, and the Manners, as well as the in¬ 
habitants of the Metropolis, have undergone 
since that time, so total a change, "that they 
no longer preserve almost any similarity. The 
sinister events of the American War, had al¬ 
ready begun to shed a degree of political 
gloom over the Capital and the kingdom; 
but this cloud bore no comparison with the 
terror and alarm that pervaded the firmest 
minds in 1792, and 1793, after the first Burst 
of the French Revolution, and the com- 
mencement of the Continental war in Flan¬ 
ders. In 1777, we in fact only contended for 
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Empire and Dominion. No fears of sub¬ 
version, extinction, and subjugation to foreign 
violence, or revolutionary arts,, interrupted 
the general tranquillity of society. It was 
subjected, indeed, to other fetters, from which 
we have since emancipated ourselves j those 
of Dress, Etiquette, and Form. The lapse of 
two Centuries could scarcely have produced 
a greater alteration in these particulars, than 
have been made by about forty years. That 
Costume, which is now confined to the Levee, 
or the Drawing-room, was then worn by 
persons of condition, with few exceptions, 
every where, and every day. Mr. Fox and 
his friends, who might be said to dictate to 
the Town, affecting a style of neglect about 
their persons, and manifesting a contempt of 
all the usages hitherto established, first threw 
a sort of discredit on Dress. From the 
House of Commons, and the Clubs in St. 
James’s Street, the Contagion spread through 
the private Assemblies of London. But, 
though gradually undermined, and insensibly 
perishing of an Atrophy, Dress never to¬ 
tally fell, till the iEra .of Jacobinism and of 
Equality, in 1793, and 1794. It was then 
that Pantaloons, cropped hair, and shoe¬ 
strings, as well as the total abolition of 
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buckles and ruffles, together with the disuse 
of hair-powder, characterized the men : while 
ladies, having cut off those Tresses, which had 
done so much execution, and one lock of 
which purloined, gave rise to the finest model 
of mock-heroic Poetry, which our own, or any 
other language can boast^ exhibited heads 
rounded ^ /a Victime, et d la Guillotine,''' as 
if ready for the stroke of the Axe. A Dra¬ 
pery, more suited to the climate of Greece or 
of Italy, than to the temperature of an Island 
situate in the fifty-first degree of Latitude j 
classic, elegant, luxurious, and picturesque, 
but ill calculated to protect against damp, 
cold, and fogs , superseded the ancient female 
attire of;Great Britain; finally levelling or 
obliterating almost all external distinction be¬ 
tween the highest and the. lowest of the sex, 
in. this Country. Perhaps, with all its incum¬ 
brances, penalties, and inconveniences, it 
will be found necessary, at some not very 
distant period, to revive, in a certain degree, 
*the empire of Dress. . 

At the time of which I speak, the ** Gens 
de Lettres," or “Blue Stockings,” as they 
were commonly denominated, formed a very 
numerous, powerful, compact Phalanx, in the 
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midst of London. Into this society, the two 
Publications which I had recently given to 
the world ; one, on the Northern Kingdoms of 
Europe; the other, on the History of France 
tinder the Race of Valois; however destitute 
of merit they might be, yet facilitated and 
procured my admission. Mrs. Montague was 
then the Madame du.Deffajid of the English 
Capital; and her house constituted the central 
point of union, for all those persons who 
already were known, or who emulated to 
become known, by their talents and produc¬ 
tions. Her supremacy, unlike that of Ma¬ 
dame du Dejffandy was indeed, established 
on more solid foundations than those of in¬ 
tellect, and rested on more tangible materials, 
than. any with which Shakespear himself 
could furnish her. Though she had not as 
yet begun to construct the splendid Mansion, 
in which she afterwards resided, near Port- 
man Square, she lived in a very elegant house 
in Hill Street. Impressed probably, from 
the suggestions of her own knowledge of the 
world, with a deep conviction of that great 
truth laid down by Moliere, which no Man 
of; Letters ever disputed; that “ Le vrai 
Amphytrion est celui chez qui Von dine V* Mrs. 
Montague was accustomed to open her house 
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to a large company of both sexes, whom she 
frequently entertained at dinner. A service 
of plate, and a table plentifully covered, dis¬ 
posed her guests to admire the splendor of 
her Fortune, hot less ,than the lustre of her 
Talents. She had found the same, results 
flowing from the same causes, during the 
visit that she made to Paris, after the Peace of 
1763; where she displayed to the astonished 
Literati of that Metropolis, the extent of her 
pecuniary,.as well as of her mental resources. 
As this topic formed one of the subjects most 
gratifying to her, she was easily induced to 
launch out on it, with much apparent com¬ 
placency. The Eulogiums lavished on her 
Repasts, and the astonishment expressed at 
the magnitude of her income, which appeared 
prodigiously augmented by being transformed 
from Pounds Sterling, into French Livres; 
seemed to have afforded her as much grati¬ 
fication, as the Panegyrics bestowed upon 
the “ Essay on the Genius and Writings of 
Shakespear.” 

Mrs. Montague, in 1776, verged towards 
her sixtieth year; but her person, which was 
thin, spare, and in good preservation, gave 
her an appearance of less antiquity. From 
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the infirmities often attendant on advanced 
life, she seemed to be almost wholly exempt. 
All the lines of. her countenance bespoke in¬ 
telligence, and her eyes were accommodated 
to her cast of features, which had in them 
something satirical and severe, rather than 
amiable or inviting. She possessed great na¬ 
tural cheerfulness, and a flow of animal spi¬ 
rits; loved to talk, and talked well on almost 
every subject; led the conversation, and was 
qualified to preside in her circle, whatever 
subject of discourse was started*: but her 
manner was more dictatorial and sententious, 
than conciliating or diffident. * There was 
nothing feminine about her; and though her 
opinions were usually just, as well as deli¬ 
vered in language suited to give them force,’ 
yet the organ which conveyed them, was not 
soft or harmonious. Destitute of taste in 
disposing the ornaments of her Dress, she 
nevertheless studied or affected those aids, 
more than would seem to have become a‘ 
woman professing a philosophic mind, intent 
on higher pursuits than the Toilet. Even 
when approaching , to fourscore, this female 
weakness still accompanied her; nor could 
she relinquish her diamond necklace and 
bows, which, like Sir William Draper’s ‘‘ blush- 
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ing Riband,” commemorated by “Junius,” 
formed of evenings, the perpetual ornament 
of her emaciated person. I used to think 
that these glittering appendages of opulence, 
sometimes helped to dazzle the disputants, 
whom her arguments might not always con¬ 
vince, or her literary reputation intimidate., 
That reputation, had not as yet received the 
rude attack made on it by Dr. Johnson at a 
subsequent period, when he appears to have 
treated with much irreverence, her “ Essay. 
on Shakespear,” if we may believe his Bio¬ 
grapher, Boswell. Notwithstanding the de¬ 
fects and weaknesses that I have enumerated, 
she possessed a masculine understanding, en¬ 
lightened, cultivated, and expanded by the ac¬ 
quaintance of men, as well as of books. Many 
of the most illustrious persons in rank, no less 
than in ability, under the reigns of George , 
the Second and Third, had been her corres¬ 
pondents, friends, companions, and admirers. 
Pulteney, Earl of Bath, whose portrait hung 
over the chimney piece in her drawing room; 
and George, the first Lord Lyttelton, so emi¬ 
nent for his genius, were among the number. 
She was constantly surrounded by all that was 
distinguished for attainnients or talents, male 
or female, English or foreign; and it would 
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be almost ungrateful in me not to acknowr 
ledge the gratification, .derived from the con¬ 
versation and intercourse of such a society. 

Though Mrs. Montague occupied the first 
place among the beaux Esprits*\ at this 
period, she was not a female without compe¬ 
titors for so eminent a distinction. Mrs. Vesey 
might indeed be said to hold the second rank 
but, unlike Mademoiselle de EEspinasse at 
Paris, who raised a separate literary standard 
from Madame du Deffand; Mrs. Vesey only 
aspired to follow at a humble distance, the 
brilliant track of Mrs. Montague. The former 
rather seemed desirous to assemble persons 
of celebrity and talents, under her roof, or at 
her table, than assumed or pretended to form 
one of them, herself. Though not lodged 
with the same magnificence as Mrs. Monta¬ 
gue, yet she entertained with less form, as well 
as less ostentation. Mrs. Vesey’s repasts were 
at once more select, and more delicate. Far¬ 
ther advanced in life than Mrs. Montague, she 
possessed no personal advantages of manner, 
and studied no ornaments of Dress. Simpli¬ 
city, accompanied by a sort of oblivious inat¬ 
tention to things passing under her verjr sight, 
characterized her. In absence of mind, in-. 
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deed, she might almost be said to equal the 
Duke.de Brancas, Chamberlain to Anne of 
Austria, relative to whose continual violation 
of common , rules, Madame de Sevigne has 
consigned to us so many amusing Anecdotes. 
With Mrs. Vesey this forgetfulness extended 
to such a point, that she sometimes hardly 
remembered ;her own name. It will scarcely 
be credited, that she could declaim against 
second marriages, to a Lady of Quality who 
had ..been twice married, and though Mr. 
Yesey was her own second husband; When 
at last reminded of the circumstance, she 
only exclaimed, Bless me, my dear, I had 
“ quite forgotten it!” There was, indeed, 
some decay of mind in such want of recollec¬ 
tion. Her sister-in-law, who lived in the 
same house with her, and vvho formed, phy¬ 
sically as well as morally, a perfect contrast 
to, Mrs.'Vesey, superintended all domestic 
arrangements. From their opposite figuresj 
qualities, and endowments, the Orte .was called 

Body,” the other “ Mind;” 

In these two houses might then be seen 
many or most of the persons of both sexes, 
eminent for literary Attainments, or.Cele¬ 
brity of any kind. Mrs. Thrale,-still better 

VOL. I. . L 
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known by the name of Mrs. Piozzi> was to 
be met with frequently in this society, fol¬ 
lowed or attended by Mr. Thrale, and by Dr. 
Johnson. Of the former, it is unnecessary to 
say any thing; and relative to the last, after 
the laboured, minute portraits which have 
been drawn of him under every attitude, what 
is it possible to say new ? I will freely con¬ 
fess that his rugged exterior and garb, his un¬ 
couth gestures, his convolutions and distor¬ 
tions, when added to the rude or dogmatical 
manner in which he delivered his opinions 
and decisions on every point ^—rendered him 
so disagreeable in company, and so oppressive 
in conversation, that all the superiority of his 
talents could not make full amends, in my es¬ 
timation, for these defects. In his anger, or 
even in the warmth of argument, where he 
met with opposition, he often respected nei¬ 
ther age, rank, nor sex 3 and the usages of 
polished life imposed a very inadequate- re¬ 
straint on his expressions, or his feelings. 
What are we to think of a man, who, by the 
testimony of his own Biographer, denomi¬ 
nated Lord Russel and Algernon Sidney, 
“ rascals 3” qualified Pennant by the Epithet 
of “ a dog,” because in his political opinions 
he was a Whig 3 gave to Fielding, the appel- 
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lations of “ a blockhead, and a barren ras¬ 
cal and in speaking of King William the 
Third, always-termed him “a scoundrel?” 
If not irascible, he was certainly dictatorial, 
coarse, and sometimes almost impracticable'. 
Those whom he could not always vanquish 
by the force of his intellect, by the depth and 
range of his arguments, and by the compass 
of his gigantic faculties, he silenced by rude¬ 
ness; and I have, myself, more than once, 
stood in the predicament which I here de¬ 
scribe. Yet, .no sooner, was he withdrawn, 
and with him had disappeared these personal 
imperfections, than the sublime attainments 
of his mind left their full effect on the audi¬ 
ence : for such the whole assembly might be 
in some measure esteemed, while he was pre¬ 
sent. His beautiful compositions, both prose 
and poetical, the unquestionable benevolence 
and philanthropy of his character, his labori¬ 
ous and useful, as well as voluminous and toil¬ 
some productions, when added to his literary 
fame and pre-eminence;—-all these cornbined 
qualities so overbore or subdued, the few who 
ventured to contend with him, that submis¬ 
sion or silence formed the only protection, 
and the ordinary refuge, to which they had 
recourse. 

L 2 
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We never can enough regret, that a man 
who possessed; such poetic talents as are dis¬ 
played in his two Imitations of Juvenal j 
“ London,’V and the “ .Vanity of Human 
Wishes should have neglected that Branch 
of Composition, in which he might have at¬ 
tained to such comprehensive eminence. If 
Pope’s Imitations of Horace, have more sua¬ 
vity, delicacy, and taste, than Johnson’s .pro¬ 
ductions can boast ; the latter breathe a spirit 
of sublime and severe morality, mingled with 
a philosophic grandeur of thought, which is 
equally captivating, .as it is impressive and 
instructive. How admirable is his picture of 
Charles the Twelfth, as opposed^ to that of 
HannibalT How fine is the comparison be¬ 
tween Wotsey ^mdi Sejaiiiis I What can ex¬ 
ceed, the judgement shewn in selecting. 
the Seventh, the Bavarian Emperor of 1741, 
as opposed to the Xerxes oi the Roman Sati¬ 
rist!" The English language offers, perhaps, 
nothing more chaste, correct, and-yet harmo¬ 
nious, than these Verses, which are free from 
any pedantry, or affectation of learning. The 
fact however is, that Johnson did not dare to 
yield to the seductions of the Muse, or to 
abandon himself to the. Inspiration of Poetry. 
He was compelled to restrain his efforts, 4o 
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the more temperate walk of Prose, however 
capable he felt himself to be of emulating Ad¬ 
dison, or Gray, of Pope.’ It is well known, 
that he was constitutionally subject to a me¬ 
lancholy, morbid humour, which, advancing 
with his years, approached on certain occa¬ 
sions, to something like alienation of mind. 
Well aware of this infirmity, he was appre¬ 
hensive of its effects. Topham Beauclerk, 
who lived in great intimacy with him, often 
expressed to him the astonishment and re¬ 
gret, naturally excited by his apparent ne-. 
gleet of such Poetic Powers as Nature had 
conferred on him. Johnson heard him in si¬ 
lence, or made little reply to these remon¬ 
strances. But, on Mr. Beauclerk’s making 
the same remark to Mr. Thrale, that gentle¬ 
man immediately answered, that the real 
reason why'Johnson did not apply his fa- 
culties to Poetry, was, that he dared not 
“ trust himself in such a pursuit, his mind 
not being equal to the species of Tnspira- 
tion which Verse demands 3 though in the 
“ walk of prose Composition, whether moral, 
“ philological, or biographical/ he coiild con- 
“ tinue his labours, without apprehension of 
any injurious consequences.” 
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If, nevertheless, after rendering due ho¬ 
mage to his paramount abilities, which no 
testimony of mine can affect, I might venture 
to criticise so eminent a person, as having 
been deficient in any particular branch of In¬ 
formation and polite knowledge, I should say 
that his deficiency lay.in History. Boswell 
has very aptly compared his understanding to 
an intellectual mill, into which subjects were 
thrown, in order to be ground or pulverized. 
And Mrs. Piozzi somewhere remarks, in bet¬ 
ter language than I can do it by memory, 
that “ his mind resembled a royal pleasure 
garden, within whose ample dimensions 
every thing subservient to dignity, beauty, 
or utility, was to be found, from the stately 
cedar, dow-n to the lowliest plant or herb.” 
That this assertion, if loosely and generally 
taken, is perfectly just, no person can dis¬ 
pute, who knew him. That.he was even tho¬ 
roughly conversant in the modern History of 
Europe, for the last two or three Centuries, is 
incontestible; and still less will it be denied, 
that he intimately knew all the classic periods 
of Greek and Roman story, most of which he 
had studied or peri;ised in the original writers. 
But, these attainments he shared with many 
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pf his Contemporaries. In the History of 
Europe during the middle Ages, by which I 
mean, from the destruction of the Roman 
Empire in the West, in the year 476, through 
the ten Centuries that elapsed before the revi¬ 
val of letters, I always thought him very im¬ 
perfectly versed; if not, on some portions, 
uninformed and ignorant. To have compared* 
his knowledge, on these subjects, with the in¬ 
formation which Gibbon, or which Robertson 
possessed, would have been an insult to truth. 
But, as far as I could ever presume to form an 
opinion, he was much below either Burke, or 
Fox, in all general historical information. 

Even as a Biographer, which constitutes a 
minor species of History, Johnson, however 
masterly, profound, and acute, in all that re¬ 
lates to Criticism, to discrimination, and to 
dissection of literary merit; has always ap¬ 
peared to me to have wanted many essential 
qualities, or to have evinced great inaccuracy 
and neglect. I do not mean to speak of his 
prejudices and political partialities, which 
hardly allow him to do justice to Milton, or 
to Addison, because the one was a Republi¬ 
can, and the other a Whig; just as he calls 
Hampden, ‘Mhe Zealot of RebellionI al- 
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Jude to errors that could only have arisen 
from, an ignorance of facts, with which' he 
might and ought to' have been acquainted: 
What shall we say, when we find him' telling 
us, that Stepney, the Poet, “ was invited into 
public life by the Duke of Dorset?” The 
event in question, must have taken place about 
1683, towards the end of Charles the Second’s 
reign. But, the creation of the Dukedom of 
Dorset,'only originated under -George the 
First, in 1720. •• In like manner he informs us, 
that Prior published about 1706, “ a volume 
of poems, with the encomiastic character 
of his deceased patron, the Duke of Dor- 
“ set.” No doubt he means to speak of 
Charles, Earl of Dorset, who died nearly at 
that time. His mistakes, or his omissions 
and defect of information, in the life of that 
distinguished Nobleman, are much more 
gross. Johnson makes him succeed to James 
Cranfield, second Earl of Middlesex, in 1674, 
his uncle j who was already dead, many years 
antecedent. It was the third Earl of Middle¬ 
sex, Liondy to whose estates and title the Earl 
of Dorset succeeded, or was raised by Charles 
the Second. On all the interesting particu¬ 
lars of his marriages, his.private life, and his 
decease, relative to which objects curiosity 
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must be so naturally and warmly excited, the 
Biographer is either silent or misinformed. I 
may be told, that these.inaccuracies, chiefly 
chronological, are of little moment. So is it, 
whether the great Duke of Marlborough died 
in; 1722 , or in 1723 . But, he who undertakes 
to compose an account of Churchill’s life, is 
bound to know, and accurately to relate, all 
the leading facts that attended, or distinguish-: 
edit. Johnsoni we maybe assured, would 
have been, himself, the first to detect and to 
expose such errors in another writer. 

Mrs. Thrale • always appeared to me, to 
possess at least as much Information, a mind 
as cultivated, and more Brilliancy of Intellect, 
than Mrs. Montague 5 but she did not descend 
among men from such an eminence,„ and she 
talked much more, “as well as more unguard¬ 
edly, on every subject. She was the Pro¬ 
vider and the Conductress of Johnson, who 
lived almost constantly under her .roof, or 
more' properly, under that of Mr. Thrale, 
both in Town, and at Streatham. ’ He did not 
however spare" her, more than other w^omen, 
in his Attacks, if she courted or provoked his 
Animadversion. As little did he appear to 
respect or to manage Garrick, who frequently 
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made one of the Assembly. His presence al¬ 
ways diffused a gaiety over the room 3 but he 
seemed to shrink from too near a contact 
with Johnson, whose superiority of mind, 
added to the roughness and closeness of his 
hugs, reduced Garrick to acton the defensive. 
Mrs. Carter, so well known by her Erudition, 
the Madame Dacier of England; from her 
religious cast of character, and. gravity of 
deportment, no less than from her intellectual 
Acquirements, was more formed to impose 
some check on the asperity or eccentricities 
of Johnson. Dr. Burney, and his daughter, 
the author of “ Evelina ” and Cecilia,” 
though both were generally present; I always 
thought, rather avoided, than solicited, notice. 
Horace Walpole, whenever he appeared there, 
enriched and illuminated the conversation, by 
Anecdotes, personal and historical j many of 
which were rendered more curious or inter¬ 
esting, from his having, himself, witnessed 
their existence, or received them from his 
father Sir Robert Walpole. Sir Joshua Rey¬ 
nolds, precluded by his deafness from mixing 
in, or contributing to general conversation; 
his trumpet held up to his ear, was gratified 
by the attention of those who addressed to 
him their discourse; a notice which the re- 
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sources of his mind enabled him to repay with 
interest. 

Mrs. Chapone, under one of the most 
repulsive exteriors that any woman ever 
possessed, concealed very superior attain¬ 
ments, and extensive knowledge. Burke, 
though occupied in the toils of parliamentary 
discussion, and of ministerial attack, which 
left him little leisure to bestow on literary 
men or subjects; yet sometimes unbent his 
Faculties among persons, adapted by nature 
to unfold the powers of delighting and in¬ 
structing, with which genius and study had 
enriched him. His presence was, however, 
more coveted, than enjoyed. Dr. Shipley, 
Bishop of St. Asaph, accompanied by his 
daughter. Miss Shipley, afterwards married 
to Sir William Jones, might be frequently 
seen there. The Abbe Raynal, who passed 
that Winter in London, was readily admitted, 
and eagerly courted. It must be confessed 
that the variety of his Information, and the 
Facility, as well as Readiness, with which he 
communicated the stores of his exuberant 
Memory, would have rendered him a valu¬ 
able accession to any Circle: but his Loqua¬ 
city generally fatigued even those, whom it 
delighted and improved. The present Lord 
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Erskine, who, thirty years later, attained to 
the Great Seal, had not yet commenced his 
career of Jurisprudence. But, the versatility 
of his talents, the energy of his character, 
and the vivacity of his conversation, suffi¬ 
ciently manifested, even at that timp, the ef¬ 
fect which such a union of Qualities might 
produce, when, powerfully urged and - im¬ 
pelled tpwards one object. .Happily for him¬ 
self, he did not want the strongest impulse,, 
arising from dornestic pledges and embar¬ 
rassments, well calculated, to call out: every 
faculty of the mind. It is curious to reflect,* 
that if he had been born one step higher; 
if, instead of being the younger son of a 
Scotch Early his father had been a MarquiSy 
he never could have been called to the Bar. 
His endowments, however great, assuredly 
would not, in any other Profession, have 
raised him.to the Peerage, to fortune, and; 
to fame. His Celebrity, indeed, if we, may 
believe Mr. Fox’s Biographer, had not ex-, 
tended across the Straits, of Dover, even in 
1802,, when the Corsican First Consul ap¬ 
pears not to have known his name. 

Mrs. Boscawen, though inferior in literary 
Reputation to Mrs. Montague, and perhaps 
possessed of less general information, yet con- 
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ciliated more good-will. She had an histo¬ 
rical turn of mind; and in the course of a 
long life passed among/the upper circles bf 
society, she had collected and retained a 
number of curious or interesting'Anecdotes of 
her own Times. Mr. Pepys, now Sir William 
Pepys, to whose acquaintance and partiality 
I was not a little indebted, for facilitating my 
-entrance into this Assembly of distinguished 
Persons, ;is the last individual whom I shall 
enumerate. To a mind adorned with classic 
images, and conversant with classic authors, 
he united great colloquial powers. The 
friend of the first Lord Lyttelton, of Sir James 
Macdonald, and of Topham Beauclerk, he was 
-in principle a staunch Whig; and as*Johnson 
might be justly esteemed a violent,as well' as 
abigotted Tory, much political sparringbcca- 
sionally took place between them, in the pro¬ 
gress of which, many sparks of historical or 
philosophical fire, were elicited on both sides. 

j ' 

Though literary reputation, or acknow¬ 
ledged talents and celebrity of some kind, 
seemed to constitute the primary title to a 
place in those* Conversations, from which 
every species of Play w’^as altogether e^^cluded-, 
yet'rank and beauty were to be found there. 
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and contributed to render them interesting in 
the highest Degree. The late Duchess 
Dowager of Portland, Grand-daughter of the 
Lord Treasurer Oxford, herself a woma^i of 
distinguished taste in various branches of art, 
was a frequent visitant.. It was impossible to 
look on her, without reflecting that while 
still in early childhood, she had been the ob¬ 
ject of Swift’s poetic attention, and the sub¬ 
ject of Prior’s expiring Muse. I have seen 
the Duchess of Devonshire, then in the first 
bloom of youth, hanging on the sentences 
that fell from Johnson’s lips, and contending 
for the nearest place to his chair. All the 
Cynic moroseness of the Philosopher and the 
Moralist, seemed to dissolve under so flatter¬ 
ing an approach ; to the gratification and dis¬ 
tinction resulting from which, he was nothing 
less than insensible. We may see in Boswell, 
how tractable, gentle, and accommodating he 
became while at Inverary, seated between the 
Duke and Duchess of Argyle. 

It is natural to ask, whether the literary 
Society of London, at the period of which I 
am speaking, could enter into any competi¬ 
tion for extent of talents, and superiority of 
attainments, with the Society of Paris, that 
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met at the Apartments of Madame dit Deffand^ 
and of Mademoiselle VEspinasse, under the 
reigns of Louis the Fifteenth and Sixteenth. 
In other words, whether the persons who 
formed the Assemblies in the English Capital, 
can support a comparison for ability and. for 
fame, with those who were accustomed to 
meet in the French Metropolis. If I were.to 
presume to give an opinion on this question, 
I should have no hesitation in saying, that 
neither in the period of its duration, nor in 
the number, merit, or. intellectual eminence 
of the principal members, can the English 
Society be held up on any parity, scarcely, in¬ 
deed, in any Comparison, with that of France. 
The latter Assemblies may be said to have 
lasted near, half a Century, from 1725^ or 
1730,, down to 1775, or 1780; either in the 
Houses of Madame du Deffand, or of Made¬ 
moiselle VEspinasse, or in both. The Blue 
Stocking” Assemblies at Mrs. Montague’s 
and Mrs. Vesey’s, remained in their brilliant 
state, only for about fifteen years, from 1770, 
to 1785. Before the last of those periods, 
Mrs. Vesey had yielded to the progress of 
time, and of infirmity; while Mrs. Thrale, then 
become Mrs. Piozzi, had removed from the 
banks of the Thames, to those of the Arno. 
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Mrs. Montague, indeed, survived ; and her 
Dinners, as well as her Assemblies, were 
perpetuated to a very late period of her life; 
but the charm and the impulse that pro¬ 
pelled them, had disappeared. They were 
principally supported by, and they fell with, 
the giant talents of Johnson, who formed the 
Nucleus, round which all the subordinate 
members revolved. It becamjs impossible, 
after his decease in 1786, to supply his place. 
Burke, as I have already observed, had more 
powerful avocations, and aspired to other 
honors and emoluments, than those which 
mere literary distinction could bestow on him. 
Hume, and Adam Smith, men of superior en¬ 
dowments, who might have contributed to 
support such a society, had retired to Scot¬ 
land, or were already dead. Robertson, Lord 
Kaimes, and Lord Monboddo, resided at Edin¬ 
burgh ; only. visiting London occasionally, 
on business, or for Recreation. Gibbon, I 
believe, never emulated to be a member of 
these Assemblies, and never attended them. 
He, too, like Burke, looked more to politics, 
than to letters, for his substantial recompense 
being at once a Member of the House of 
Commons, and a Lord of Trade. Perhaps, 
indeed, the freedom of Hume’s, and of Gib- 
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bon’s printed opinions on subjects connected 
with religion, might have rendered their ad¬ 
mission difficult, or their society distasteful, 
to the principal persons who composed these 
parties^; where nothing, like a relaxation on 
points so serious, found protection or support. 
Johrison, who, as we know, had sO great a 
repugnance to-every species of Scepticism on 
matters of religious belief, that when com¬ 
posing his Dictionary,' he would hot cite 
Hobbes, the celebrated Philosopher, as an 
authority for any word or expression used by 
that writer, merely because he held Hobbes's 
principles in aversion j — Johnson, who blamed 
Tyers, for only doing justice to Hume, upon 
parts of his character wholly unconnected 
with his writings; and who’ said, tliat ‘'he 
should just as soon have thought of praising 
“ a inad dog —he would hardly have re¬ 
mained in the same room with Hume and 
Gibbpn; though when taken once by a sort 
of surprize, he did not refuse to dine in com¬ 
pany with Wilkes, of whom he had neverthe¬ 
less previously said, that “ he would as soon 
“ dine ' with Jack Ketch, as with Jack 
“ Wilkes.’^, 

The case was widely different in Paris, 

VOL I. M 
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where no political pursuits distracted men of 
letters j and where Infidelity, or even Mate¬ 
rialism, far from exciting alienation, would 
rather have conduced to recommend to notice, 
the persons professing such tenets. Among 
the Constellation of eminent men and women, 
who met at Madame du Deffand's, and at 
Mademoiselle VEspinasse's, the greater num¬ 
ber were indeed avowedly “ des Esprits forts s” 
in other words. Free Thinkers, who not con¬ 
tent with being so, themselves, endeavoured to 
make Proselytes by their writings. It is evi¬ 
dent therefore, that the Circle in London was, 
from various causes, necessarily much more 
contracted than in France; where every per¬ 
son distinguished by talents, with few excep¬ 
tions, commonly resided altogether in the 
Capital. For Voltaire was virtually banished 
beyond the French confines, by the Govern¬ 
ment ; and lived in the territory of Geneva, 
more by constraint, than by choice or inclina¬ 
tion. Rousseau was a Genevese by birth, who 
only visited Paris from time to time^ some¬ 
times resident in its Vicinity, often a Wan¬ 
derer, proscribed and fugitive. After stating 
these facts, which may explain the causes of 
the superiority of the literary society, or As¬ 
semblies of Paris, over those of London ; it 
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would be idle to contest that they altogether 
eclipsed ours, in almost every point of genius 
science, and intellectual attainment. Who in 
fact, met at Mrs. Montague’s, or at Mrs. Ve- 
sey’s, that can compete with the names of 
Maupertuis, Helvetius, Montesquiou, Fonte- 
nelle, Voltaire, Madame du Chatelet, the 
Marquis d’Argens, Mademoiselle de Launay, 
the President Henault, D’Alembert, Diderot, 
Condamine, the Duchess de Choiseul, Mar- 
montel, Raynal, the Duke de Nivernois, Ma¬ 
rivaux, the Abbe Barthelemi, Turgot, .Con- 
dorcet, and so many other illustrious persons 
of both sexes, who composed the Literati of 
the French Metropolis ? We can scarcely be 
said to have any thing to oppose to such a 
cloud of eminent persons, except the single 
name of Johnson. 

I 

There seems, indeed, to be something in 
the National character of the French; at 
least there was so previous to the temporary 
extinction of the ancient Monarchy, and the 
reign of Jacobinism, or military Despotism; 
more congenial to these mixed assemblies of 
persons of literary endowments, than is found 
among us. From the middle of the seven¬ 
teenth Century, as long ago as the Regency 
M 2 
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of Anne of Austria, we .find that such meet¬ 
ings existed at Paris, and enjoyed a great de¬ 
gree of, Celebrity. The Hotel de! Rambouil- 
let, as early: as 1650, constituted The point of 
re^union for all the.individuals of both sexes, 
distinguished, in the Career of Letters. Ca¬ 
therine de Vivonne, (the Madame du Deffand. 
of that, period,) Marchioness of Rambouillet, 
presided at them : an eminence for. which she 
was qualified, by the elegance of her taste, 
and the superiority of her' mind. In her 
house, which became a sort of Academy, the 
productions of the time were appreciated, and 
passed in Review. Dying in 1665, she was 
succeeded by Henrietta de Coligny, Countess 
de la Suze; who, though with inferior repu¬ 
tation, continued to assemble the wits and 
“ Beaux Esprits” at her Hotel. Her high 
Birth, her extraordinary Beauty, and her po¬ 
etic Talents, attracted to her Circle, every 
person eminent in the Metropolis. It was on 
her, that the four classic lines were composed^ 

. Quae Dea sublimi vehitur per Inania Curru ? 

An Juno, an Pallas, an Venus ipsa venit ? 

Si Genus inspicias, Juno ; si scripta, Minerva: 

Si species Oculos, Mater Amoris erit.” 

Subsequent to her decease in 1673, these 
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Conversations seem to have languished for 
nearly fifty years, till they were revived and re¬ 
animated by the Duchess du Maine, a Prin¬ 
cess of the royal Blood,, grand-daughter of,the 
great Conde, married to, the Duke du Maine, 
natural son of Louis the Fourteenth. After 
her release from the Castle of Dijon, to which 
Fortress she had been committed Prisoner by 
the Regent Duke of Orleans in 1717, for her 
participation in the Conspiracy of Prince ,Cd- 
lamare; about the year 1722, she began to 
assemble persons of literary Celebrity under 
her roof, in whose society she passed the 
greater part of her leisure. „ These meetings, 
which were principally held, not in the Capi¬ 
tal, but at the Palace of Seaux, about four 
leagues South of Paris, continued to exist 
down to the Duchess du Maine’s decease, in 
1753; and were attended by^many.of the 
persons of both sexes, who afterwards formed 
the Circles at .Madame du Deffand’s, and at 
Mademoiselle I’Espinasse’s Apartments. Du¬ 
ring the same period of time, Madame de 
Tencin, sister to the Cardinal of that name, 
one of the most captivating women in France, 
the Aspasia of that Country, received at her 
Hotel, the Gens de Lettres;” and may be 
said to have rivalled the Duchess du Maine, 
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as the protectress of taste and politer know¬ 
ledge. 

Nothing of a similar nature or description, 
appears to have existed in London, between 
the Restoration of Charles the Second in 1660, 
and the conclusion of the Century, except 
the Society that met at the house of the fa¬ 
mous Hortensia Mancini, Duchess de Maza- 
rin, niece to the Cardinal of that name'; who, 
from 1667, to the period of her death in 1699, 
was accustomed to receive at her Apartments, 
the Literati of both sexes. St. Evremond, an 
exile, a foreigner, and a fugitive, like herself, 
constituted the principal support, and the or¬ 
nament of these parties; where the Chevalier 
de Grammont, so well known by the Memoirs 
published under his name, was likewise to be 
found. It is curious to remark, that the first 
“ Blue Stocking” Assemblies, and I believe, 
the only meetings deserving that name, which 
have ever been held in London, down to those 
of which we have been speaking; were set on 
foot by natives of France, expatriated and re¬ 
sident here. For, neither the letters, nor the 
writings of Addison, Gay, Steele, Swift, or 
Pope, indicate that any such meetings existed 
from 1700, down to the beginning of the pre- 
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sent reign. Lady Wortley Montagu, Lady 
Hervey, the Duchess of Queensberry, and 
various other females distinguished by their 
talents, no less than by their high rank, 
adorned that period of timej but they do not 
appear to have emulated the line which Mrs. 
Montague so successfully undertook, though 
they occasionally received in their Drawing 
rooms/Hhe wits and poets of the reigns of 
Q,ueen Anne, of. George the First, and 
George the Second. Foreigners have indeed 
with reason reproached the English, as too 
much attracted by the love of Play, to Clubs 
composed exclusively of meri, to be capable 
of relishing a mixed society, where researches^ 
of taste and literature constitute the basis and 
the central point of union. / 

I quitted England in the Summer of 1777, 
and made some stay at the Hague, where I 
was presented by our Ambassador, Sir Joseph 
Yorke, to the Prince of Orange; with whom 
I afterwards had the honour to sup at “ the 
“ Palace in the Wood,” as well as to meet 
him in private society. This Prince has be¬ 
come so well known to us, since his precipi* 
tate retreat from Holland in the Winter of 
1795, by his long residence in England, that 
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it is unnecessary to enter into any minute de¬ 
tails relative to his character and qualities. 
Even at the period to which I allude, he 
neither inspired public respect, nor excited 
private regard. His person, destitute of dig¬ 
nity, corresponded with his manners, which 
were shy, awkward, and altogether unfitted 
to his high situation as Stadtholder. If he 
displayed no glaring vices, he either did not, 
or could not, conceal many, weaknesses, cal¬ 
culated to injure him in .the estimation of 
mankind. A constitutional somnolency, which 
increased with the, progress of age, was too 
frequently accompanied .by excesses still 
more injurious, or fatal.to his reputation; I 
mean those of the table, particularly of wine. 
I have seen him at the Hague, of an evening, 
in a large company, at Sir Joseph Yorke’s, 
in the situation that I here describe. In 
vigour, ability, 6t resources of mind, such as 
might enable him successfully to struggle, 
like William the Third, with difficult or tu¬ 
multuous Times, he was utterly deficient; 
If William the Fifth had possessed the energies 
of that great Prince, w:e should neither have 
been engaged' in War with Holland, as hap¬ 
pened towards the close of 1780; nor would 
the Stadtholderate have been overturned in 
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179-5>, and the Seven Provinces, which success¬ 
fully resisted all the power, of Philip the 
Second, have ultimately sunk into an enslaved 
Province of the Corsican Ruler of France. 

The , two Brothers, John and Cornelius de 
Witt, became in every Sense as formidable 
Opponents to William the Third/ as Van 
Berkel and Neufville proved to his successor: 
but William the -Fifth allowed the French 
Faction- at Amsterdam, acting under the di¬ 
rection of Vergennes, to consolidate their 
strength, to conclude a treaty with the 
American Insurgents, and to precipitate a 
rupture with England. His magnanimous 
predecessor, though- he had scarcely then at-; 
tained to manhood, opposed and surmounted 
all the efforts of the Republican Party, sus¬ 
tained by Louis the Fourteenth, with a view 
to subject Holland to Frencn ambition. Van 
Berkel merited the fate which unjustly befel 
the two de Witts, and only escaped it by the 
inert and incapable conduct of the Stadt- 
holder, who permitted the fairest opportunity 
to pass, for bringing him to public punishment, 
as a violator of the laws of nations, a disturber 
of the public peace, and an enemy to his own 
country. Relative to William the Fifth’s 
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personal courage, no opinion can be formed, 
as it was never tried; but he possessed neither 
the activity, nor any of the endowments fitted 
for the conduct of Armies. It must however 
be admitted, that his understanding was cul¬ 
tivated,^ his memory very retentive, his con¬ 
versation, when unembarrassed, entertaining 
and even instructive, abounding with histo¬ 
rical information that displayed extensive ac¬ 
quaintance with polite letters; and that he 
joined to a fine taste in the arts, particularly 
in painting, a generous protection of their 
professors. In a period of repose, he might 
have.been tolerated; but the Stadtholderate, 
at every time since its commencement in the 
person of William the First, and the revolt of 
the, Low Countries from Philip the Second, 
has demanded the greatest energies in the 
individual, who was placed at the head of the 
Dutch Commonwealth. 

.Nature, which rarely confers great or emi¬ 
nent qualities of mind in hereditary descent, 
seemed to have departed from that rule, in 
the House of Nassau-Orange; where she pro¬ 
duced five Princes in succession, all of whom 
were conspicuous in a greater or a less de¬ 
gree, for courage, capacity, and the talents 
that ensure or confirm political power. The 
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five Roman Emperors, Nerva, Trajan, Ha¬ 
drian, and the two Antonines, who succeeded 
each other in Antiquity, were altogether un- 
allied by ties of consanguinity. Adoption 
alone constituted the connexion existing be¬ 
tween them : and Commodus, whom we sup¬ 
pose to have been the son of Marcus Aurelius, 
the last of those five Caesars, was only distin¬ 
guished by his crimes, or by his incapacity. 
William the First, and his two sons by different 
wives; Maurice, and Frederic-Henry, who 
may be said to have successively occupied 
the Office of Stadtholder, or Captain-General 
of the United Provinces, during fourscore 
years, from 1567 to 1647, without interrup¬ 
tion; were three of the most illustrious nren 
whom we have seen in modern Ages. Even 
William the Second, though his end was pre¬ 
mature, and in some measure unfortunate, 
yet manifested no less strength of character 
and vigour of mind, than his three prede¬ 
cessors. The whole existence of William the 
Third, from his early youth to his grave, 
which occupied more than thirty years, 
formed a perpetual display of fortitude, en¬ 
durance, toil, and niilitary, as well as civil 
exertion. With him expired in 1702, the 
great line of Nassau-In 1747, the 
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dignity and functions of Stadtholder, wliich 
had been suspended for five and forty years, 
were revived in the person of William the 
Fourth, head of the branch of Nassau 
collaterally related to the preceding race. 
However little favoured by nature in his 
bodily formation, which was very defective, 
resembling our popular Idea of Richard the 
third; and however moderately endowed with 
intellectual powers was William the Fourth, 
who married the Princess Anne, daughter of 
George the Second; he at least maintained 
during the few years that he survived his ele¬ 
vation, an external dignity of deportment, 
and an irreproachable moral conduct. But, 
in the hands of William the Fifth, his son, 
maybe said in every sense to have become 
eclipsed, .that great Office of Stadtholder, in 
itself only less than royal; and, under able 
management, perhaps, even more formidable 
than the kingly Dignity ! 

The reception of the late Prince of Orange 
by George the Thh*d, when he sought refuge 
in this Country, from the French Invasion, in 
1795 ; was no less affectionate, hospitable, and 
cordial, than the treatment which James the 
Second experienced in 1689, from Louis the 
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Fourteenth. If James, justly expelled by his 
English'subjects for tyranny, political and re¬ 
ligious, was lodged at the Castle of St. Ger¬ 
main, and treated with Royal Honors, by the 
French Monarch ; William was equally placed- 
in the Palace,at Hampton Court. The Prin¬ 
ces of the Royal Family, and the-Nation at 
large, vied in demonstrations of respect, com¬ 
passion, and attention towards hini. The 
Princess of Orange, a woman of a far more 
elevated, correct, and manly character than 
her. husband, experienced as generous, and 
as, kind a welcome, from the King' and 
Oueen of Great Britain, as Mary of Modena, 
the. Consort of, James, received in France. 
Of a stature exceeding the heighttof ordinary 
women, she extremely.resembled in her figure, 
the late King of Prussia, Frederick-William 
the Second, her Brother, who was cast by 
nature in the same Colossal mould. Fortune, 
which had persecuted he'r in,Holland,’did not 
prove more favourable to her in England. 
Her second son. Prince Frederic of Orange, 
a young man who excited the liveliest ex¬ 
pectations, and gave.promise of many virtues, 
had entered into the Austrian Service, after 
his father’s,expulsion from ^Holland. By his 
mother he was regarded with peculiar predi- 
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lection, as formed to support the honor of the 
Houses of Nassau and of Brandenburgh, from 
both which he equally descended. Exem¬ 
plary in the discharge of all his military duties, 
to this principle his premature death was to 
be attributed, which took place at Venice, 
in January, 1799; occasioned-by a malignant 
distemper or fever, caught in consequence of 
visiting the sick soldiers, confined in the hos¬ 
pitals of that city. 

His Britannic Majesty first read the ac¬ 
count of it at the Queen’s House, in one of 
the French Newspapers, on Thursday night, 
the 31st of January, 1799. Shocked at the 
intelligence, and not being quite sure of its 
authenticity, he put the Newspaper in his 
pocket; and taking the Queen aside, com¬ 
municated it to her with much concern. As 
the probabilities were greatly in favor of its 
truth, or rather, as no doubt could reasonably 
be entertained on the point, they agreed not 
to delay announcing it to the Prince and 
Princess of Orange; who might otherwise re¬ 
ceive so melancholy a notification, through 
the channel of the English diurnal Publica¬ 
tions, or even from common fame. This de¬ 
termination they executed on the following 
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day, at the Queen’s House, where they de¬ 
tained the Prince and Princess for two or 
three weeks, till the violence of the emotions 
occasioned by the loss of their son, had sub¬ 
sided. Some faint hopes, indeed, were enter¬ 
tained during eight or ten. days after the arri¬ 
val of the intelligence,-that it might prove ei¬ 
ther premature or untrue. It was, however, 
soon fully confirmed. All mankind agreed 
that Prince Frederic eminently possessed ta¬ 
lents, honor, and courage. His unfortunate 
father, after arriving in this Country under a 
dark political cloud, and after residing here 
many years, without acquiring the public 
esteem, or redeeming his public character, 
finally and precipitately quitted England un¬ 
der. a still darker cloud j only tp bury himself 
in the obscurity of Germany, there to expire, 
forgotten, and almost unknown.; Such has 
been the Destiny, in our time, of the Repre¬ 
sentative of that August House, which, in the 
sixteenth Century, while it conducted the ar¬ 
mies of Holland, opposed and humbled Spain; 
and which, in the seventeenth Century, affix¬ 
ed limits to the Ambition of France, under 
Louis the Fourteenth. A Corsican Adven¬ 
turer has since enslaved, plundered, and con- 
scribed during many years, the Country, in 
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whose councils, Barnevelt, the two de Witts, 
and Heinsius, once presided; for which Van 
Tromp and: Ruyter fought; conquered, and 
fell; and where the spirit of freedom seemed 
to have animated every individual, when the 
Duke of Alva overran, and desolated those 
Provinces. It is in making these reflections 
on the modern Dutch, and contrasting their 
conduct with the heroism of their Ancestors, 
that we involuntarily exclaim with Goldsmith^ 

Gods ! how. unlike their Belgic Sires of old!” . 

At the time when I visited the Hague, - in 
July, 1777i> Prince Louis, one of the brothers 
of the then reigning Duke of Brunswic Wol- 
fenhuttel, and Commander-in-chief of the 
Dutch Forces, enjoyed a much higher place 
in the public consideration, than the Stadt- 
holder. I have rarely seen in the course of 
my life, a man Of more enormous bodily di¬ 
mensions. William, Duke of Cumberland, 
son of George the Second, whose corpulency 
was extreme, fell nevertheless far short of him 
in bulk.” But, this prodigious mass of flesh, 
which it was natural to suppose, would ener¬ 
vate or enfeeble the powers 'of his’ mind, 
seemed neither to have rendered him indolent 
or inactive! The strength of his character. 
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and the solidity of his talents, while they sup¬ 
plied in some measure the defects of the 
Prince of Orange, animated and impelled the 
vast machine that he inhabited. Prince 
Louis manifested no somnolency when in 
company j nor was he ever betrayed at table, 
into excesses injurious to his reputation. On 
the Parade, and in his military capacity, he 
displayed equal animation and professional 
knowledge. Attached to the interests of the 
House of Orange, and to those of Great Bri¬ 
tain, he became naturally obnoxious to the 
French faction in Holland i which finally ef¬ 
fected his removal from the post , that he held 
in the service of the Republic, and compelled 
him to retire out of the Dutch Dominions, a 
few years later than the period of which I ani 
speaking. He died, I believe^ in 1788. His 
dismission and .departure, prepared the way 
for the overthrow of the Stadtholderate, not¬ 
withstanding the temporary triumph of the 
late Duke of Brunswic, and the capture' of 
Amsterdam, effected in the Summer of 1787j 
by the Prussian forces. 

His brother. Prince Ferdinand of Brunswic, 
who commanded the allied army with so 
much reputation, during the ‘‘ Seven Years 
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War,” from 1757 down to 1763; and who oc¬ 
cupied at that time so distinguished a rank in 
the History, of Europe; y^as unquestionably 
an able General, and a good Tactician; but 
by no means endowed with superior talents of 
any kind. In order to have secured the de¬ 
gree of fame that he had acquired in the field, 
it may.be asserted that he ought not to have 
survived his last Campaign; aS Juvenal says of 
Marius, that he should have breathed his last, 
immediately after, his Victory over the Cimbri, 

“ Cum de Teutonico vellet descendere Curru.” 

For, Prince Ferdinand soon afterwards aban¬ 
doned himself to the doctrines and reve¬ 
ries of the Illumines^ who, it is well 
known, obtained such an ascendant about 
that time, in Germany. They reduced his 
mind to a degree of imbecility which could 
only excite compassion. It will hardly be 
believed that before the year 1773,. he was so 
subjugated by them, as frequently to pass 
many hours of the night in Churchyards, en¬ 
gaged in evoking, and attempting to raise 
Apparitions. They practised successfully on 
his credulity, making him conceive that he 
beheld Spectres, or aerial forms. These oc¬ 
cupations, which afforded sufficient proofs of 
intellectual decline, having impelled the 
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great Frederic, whose sound understanding 
despised the Illumines^ to dismiss Prince Fer¬ 
dinand from his situation in the Prussian ser¬ 
vice; he then retired to Magdeburgh,.of the 
Chapter of which secularized Archbishoprick, 
he was Dean. 

In that City he principally resided till 
his Decease, divested of any military Com¬ 
mand, in' a sort of retreat; but, keep¬ 
ing a good table, and receiving strangers 
occasionally who visited Magdeburgh. His 
income, a considerable part of which consistr 
ed in a Pension from the Crown of Great Bri¬ 
tain, enabled him to maintain an establish¬ 
ment becoming his rank. An intimate friend 
of mine, now, I regret, no more; who was 
about that time. Minister of England at the 
Court of Dresden, Mr. Osborn, being well 
acquainted with Prince Ferdinand, used fre¬ 
quently to dine with him. The Prince, who 
treated him with great regard, wishing to make 
a Proselyte of him, one day proposed that 
they should go together to a certain Church¬ 
yard, on that same night; promising him 
that a Ghost would infallibly appear to them. 
Mr. Osborn agreed to accept the propo¬ 
sal, and to accompany His Serene Highness 
N 2 : 1/1 
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to the scene of these supernatural exhibitions, 
provided that he would order six Grenadiers, 
their pieces loaded with ball cartridge, to at¬ 
tend them; and would:enjoin the Grenadiers 
to fire upon whatever object might assume 
the appearance of a Ghost. But, the Prince 
by no means relished the idea, and the party 
therefore did not take place. Of the accu¬ 
racy of this Anecdote I can have no doubt, 
as it was related to me by Mr. Osborn him¬ 
self, whose honor and veracity were indispu¬ 
table. Prince Ferdinand continued till the 
period of his death, in July, 1792, to be a 
Dupe and a Convert of the Illiminh. 

Sir Joseph Yorke, afterwards created Lord 
Dover, maintained a distinguished rank 
among the Members of the Corps Diploma¬ 
tique, in 1777 , at the Hague. His table, 
splendid and hospitable, was open to strangers 
of every country. Educated under Horace, 
Lord Walpole, and the first Lord Hampden, 
his manners and address had in them some¬ 
thing formal and ceremonious; but, the vigi¬ 
lance and ability which he displayed during 
above five-and-twerity years that he was Em¬ 
bassador of England to the States-Genefal, 
more than connpehsated for these defects of 
external deportment. Never, perhaps, at any 
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period of modern time, except by Sir William 
Temple, under Charles the Second, were the 
Interests of Great Britain so zealously, yet 
temperately sustained, as by him j for whom 
the Stadtholder felt and expressed a sort of 
filial regard. In 1777j the English Sovereign 
and Nation still continued to preserve an As¬ 
cendancy in the Dutch Councils j till the 
augmenting misfortunes, and accumulated 
disgraces of the American War, finally ena¬ 
bling France to obtain a predominating influ¬ 
ence, compelled Lord North to recall Sir Jo¬ 
seph Yorke from the Hague. 

With another of His Majesty’s foreign Mi¬ 
nisters, Mr. Wroughton, who became after¬ 
wards Sir Thomas Wroughton, I passed a con¬ 
siderable part of the Summer of 1778, in the 
Court and Capital of Poland. Warsaw, des¬ 
tined to become in more recent periods, the 
Theatre of Carnage and Revolution, then en¬ 
joyed a delusive calm j while Austria, Saxony, 
and Prussia, were involved in war relative to 
the Bavarian Succession. Wroughton, at the 
time of which I speak, was about forty-six. 
He had been very handsome in his youth j 
and though grown somewhat corpulent, still 
preserved many of the graces, and much of 
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the activity, of that period of life. Hi^ edu¬ 
cation, if it had not given him a Very culti¬ 
vated mind, had completely fitted him for the 
world; and a residence of more than twenty 
years at the two Courts of Poland and Russia, 
in a public character, rendered his conversa¬ 
tion, upon all points connected with the 
History of the North of Europe, no less en¬ 
tertaining, than informing. From him I 
learned a number of curious facts respecting 
the two Russian Empresses, Elizabeth and 
Catherine; which, though they assuredly 
would have been transmitted to posterity by 
Brantome, cannot, without violating decorum, 
be commemorated in the present Age. 

Sir Thomas Wroughton was sent, at three 
or four-and-twenty, to Petersburg!!, where he 
subsequently became British Consul, during 
the reign of the former of those Princesses. 
No man was better acquainted with her cha¬ 
racter, as well as with the political Intrigues 
which distinguished the concluding years of 
Elizabeth’s life. He assured me that she died 
a victim to her own excesses, and almost 
with a saucer of cherry-brandy at her lipsj 
it having been found impossible, by any in¬ 
junctions of her physicians, to prevent the 
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female attendants about her person and bed, 
from indulging her in this pernicious gratifi¬ 
cation. The last Princess of the Stuart line 
who reigned in this country, has been ac¬ 
cused of a similar passion, if we may believe 
the Secret History of that Time, or trust to 
the Couplet which was affisfed to the Pedestal 
of her Statue in front of St. Paul’s, by the 
satirical Wits of 1714. The Empress Eliza¬ 
beth’s Amours were such as the Messalinas 
and Faustinas of Antiquity, are asserted to 
have carried on in the Capital of the Roman 
world, without delicacy, shame, or restraint. 
Suetonius might have found it difficult to re¬ 
late, and Juvenal as impossible to exaggerate, 
the particulars of Elizabeth’s Gallantries. 

Of Catherine, Sir Thomas Wroughton 
always spoke with admiration and respect, 
though with freedom. To her notice he was in¬ 
deed greatly indebted for his elevation in lifej 
she having been instrumental in procuring him 
the appointment of Consul to Petersburgh. 
As he was in the flower of his age at that 
time, and of an imposing figure, he attracted 
her attention, and was honored by her with 
such distinguishing marks of predilection, as 
to draw upon him the resentment of the 
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Grand Duke, her husband; vvho, wh6n he 
ascended the Throne, early in 1762, by the 
name of Peter The Third, obtained during 
his short reign, Wroughton’s removal from 
Russia.- He was then sent, by orders from 
his own Court, to-Dresden, as Minister to 
Augustus the Third, Elector of Saxony, in 
his capacity of King of Poland; and he 
accompanied or followed that Monarch from 
Saxony to Warsaw, in the last visit' that 
Augustus made to his Polish Dominions. As 
Wroughton had become an object of Peter’s 
unconcealed dislike or jealousy; and as Ca¬ 
therine had distinguished him by personal 
attentions of the most flattering nature, it was 
not an improb^ible supposition, that she might 
have carried to the utmost extent, her pre¬ 
ference of him. Blit he always assured me, 
even in moments of the greatest conbdence 
and unreserve, that he had never violated 
for an instant,"the limits of the most profound 
respect towards her; nor had ever received 
from her, encouragement for; such presump¬ 
tion on his part. ‘‘ Count Poniatowski,” 
said he, “ vvas her Lover. I was only her 

humble Friend and Servant.” 

He told me, that the first'time he ever 
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heard the name of OrlofF mentioned, or ever 
saw, the Officer who afterwards became, as 
Prince Orloff, the avowed Favourite of Ca¬ 
therine in every sense, was on the following 
occasion. Crossing the Court of the Winter 
Palace at Petersburgh, some time during the 
year 17b0, the Grand Duchess, who leaned 
on his arm, pointed out to him a young man 
in the Uniform of the Russian Guards, then 
in the act of saluting her with his Spontoon; 
and added, “ Vousvoyez ce beaujeune Homme? 

Le connoissez~vous?^* Wvon^hion replying 
in the negative, ILs^appelle OrloJ^y! said 
Catherine j “ Croiriez-vous jgu'il a eu la.Har- 
diesse de me faire Vamour f” II est bien 

hardi, Madame” answered he, smiling. 
The conversation proceeded no further; -but 
it remained deeply imprinted upon Wrought 
ton’s recollection, who from that moment 
silently anticipated the future favor of Orloff. 
Sir Thomas Wroughton always spoke to me 
of Catherine’s Participation or Acquiescence 
in the death of Peter the Third, as involun¬ 
tary, reluctant, and the Result of an insur¬ 
mountable Necessity. He even . considered 
her knowledge of the destruction, of Uie 
unfortunate Emperor. Ivan, who was stabbed 
by. his own Guards at Schlusselbourg, in 
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1764, with a view to prevent his being li¬ 
berated by Mirowitsch, as exceedingly pro¬ 
blematical. But he believed, in corhmon with 
all Poland, that Catherine had found means 
to entrap, and to transfer to Petersburg!!, 
the Princess TarrakanofF, a daughter of 
the Empress Elizabeth; where, as was as¬ 
serted, she had perished in prison, by the 
waters of the River Neva entering the room 
in which she was confined. There can be no 
Doubt that Alexis Orloff, so well known in the 
Annals of Catherine’s Reign, who then coni- 
manded the Russian Fleet in the Mediteran- 
nean ; became on that occasion, the instru¬ 
ment of her vengeance, or rather of her ap¬ 
prehensions, by enticing on board his ship, 
in the Port of Leghorn, the unhappy female 
in question. This accusation, sustained by 
many strong facts, and apparent proofs, nar¬ 
rated at great length, has since been sub¬ 
mitted to the Tribunal of Europe, in La 
Vie de Catherine Seconde” by Castera, pub¬ 
lished in 1797, soon after the Empress’s 
decease. Sir John Dick, who at the time of 
the supposed Princess’s seizure by Alexis Or¬ 
loff, was British Consul at Leghorn; is named 
in the work to which I allude, as having beeil 
an accomplice in the act of ensnaring, and 



MEMOIRS. 


187 


carrying her olF to the Russian Admiral’s 
ship. His wife is likewise charged with a 
participation in so fbul a conspiracy. 

I lived during several years, in habits of 
familiar acquaintance with Sir John Dick, 
who retained, at fourscore, all the activity 
of middle life, together with the perfect 
possession of his memory and faculties. He 
was an agreeable, entertaining, and well bred 
man, who had seen much of the world. 
Dining in a large company, at Mr. Tho¬ 
mas Hope’s, in Berkeley Square, on Sunday, 
the 10th of February, 1799, 1 sat by Sir John 
Dick; and well knowing his intimacy with 
Alexis Orloff, I enquired of him, where the 
Count then was,* “He is,” answered Sir 
John Dick, “ at present at Leipsic, from 
“ which place he wrote to me, only three 
“ weeks ago. The Emperor Paul com- 
“ manded him to travel, after haying made 
“ him and Prince Baratinskoi, both of whom 
“ assisted in the termination of Peter the 
“ Third’s life, assist likewise at the funerd 
“ ceremonies of that Prince. They held th6 
“ Pall, and actually mounted guard over th^ 
“ Body, in the Church of the Citadel of 
“ Petersburgh; remaining the whole night. 
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with the corpse. ■ Alexis went through 
this function . with perfect composure.” 
Encouraged by the frankness of this reply, 
I ventured to ask him, if he had read the 
Narrative of the Princess Tarrakanpff’s sei¬ 
zure, related, in La Vie de Catherine Se- 
“ condeV' “ I have certainly perused it,” 
said he, ‘‘ and not without some concern, as 
“ I am there accused by name, no less than 
“ my wife, of having been a party to the act 
“ of transporting by violence, a young, un- 
“ suspecting, and innocent Princess, on 
board the Russian Fleet. I will relate to 
you, as a man of veracity, all the part 
that I took, and all I know, relative to the 
“ pretended Princess in question; who is 
‘V there asserted to have been a daughter of 
Elizabeth, Empress of Russia, by Alexis 
Razoumoffsky. 

“ During the time that the Russian Squa- 
“ dron lay in the harbour of Leghorn, in 
1771 , Alexis Orloff, who was the Admiral, 
“ resided frequently, if not principally, at 
“ Pisa, where he hired a splendid house. 
“ One morning, about eleven o’clock, a Cos- 
“ sack, who was in his service, and who 
“ acted as his Courier, arrived at my door; 
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*' charged with a message, to inform me that 
“ his master, with some company, in three 
Carriages, meant to dine with me on that 
‘‘ day. I accordingly ordered a dinner to he 
“ prepared for his reception. When he 
arrived, he^ brought .with him a Lady, 
“ whom he introduced to my wife and to 
myself: but he never named her, only 
“ calling her, “ 2,uestq Dama** She was by 
“ no means handsome, though genteel in her 
“ figure j apparently, thirty years of age; 
“ and had the air of a person who had suf- 
fered in her health. There seemed some- 
thing mysterious about her, which excited 
“ my curiosity, but which I could not pene- 
“ traite. Considering her with attention, it 
“ struck me forcibly that I had seen her 
“ before, and in England. Being determined, 
“ if possible, to satisfy myself on this point, 
“ as we stood leaning against the chimney 
“ piece in my drawing room, before dinner, 
“ I said to her, “ I believe. Ma’am, you 
“ speak English.” “ I speak only one little,” 
“ answered she.- We sat down to dinner, 
“ and after the repast, Alexis Orloff pro- 
“ posed to my wife, and to another Lady 
“ c,who was there present, to accompany hini 
and the female stranger, oh board his'ship. 
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“ They both declining it, OrlofF took her 
with him in the evening. The Boom, or 
“ chain, was then stretched across the har- 
hour: but a boat came from the Russian 
“ AdnEijr^l’s ship, intp which he put the 
Lady, and accompanied her, himself, safe 
“onboard, 

“ Qn the ensuing morning, when Or- 
|o,ff pame on shore, he proceeded to my 
“ hou§e. His eyes were violently inflamed, 
“ and; his whole countenance betrayed.much 
“ agitation, Withput .explaining tp me the 
“ cause or thp reason of this disorder, he 
owned that he had passed a very unplea- 
“ sant; night; and he requested me to let 
“ him have some of the most amusing Books 
“ in my library, in, order to divert the Lady 
“ who was on board his ship. I never saw 
“ her again: but I know that soon after* 
“ wards, she was sent by Alexis, in a Fri- 
“ gate, to Cronstadt y where, without being 
“ ever landed, she was transferred up the 
“ Neva, to the Fortress of Schlusselbourg, at 
“ the mouth of the lake Ladoga. Catherine 
“ there confined her, in the very room that 
“ Peter the Third, had caused to be con- 
“ structed, with intent to shut lip herself in 
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it. The Lady unquestionably died in that 
‘' prison, of Chagrin j but she was not drown- 
" ed by the water of the Neva coming into 
“ her apartment, as is asserted in “ La'Vie 
“ de Catherine Seconded 

“ Having stated to you,” continued Sir 
John Dick, “ these circumstances, I will now 
" inform you, who, and of what description, 
“ was the lady in question. Far from being, 
as is pretended, a daughter of Elizabeth, 
Empress of Russia, her father was a Baker 
‘‘ of Nuremberg in Franconia. If, on this 
“ pioint, my testimony should appear to you 
“ doubtful or ‘ suspicious, the present Mar- 
“ grave of Anspach, who is in this Country, 
“ and who knew her well, is ready, to testify 
“ the same fact. She was a woman of plea- 
“ sure, during a short time, both in Paris, 
“ and here in London; at which last men- 
“ tioned cityi she had picked up a few words 
“ of English. Prince Nicholas Radzivil, who 
“ was driven out of, Poland by the Russians, 
“ having met with her, made her his Mistress, 
“ and carried her with . hint into Italy. In 
‘‘ order to revenge himself on Catherine, 
“ who had expelled: him from his native 
“ Country, and confiscated his immense Es- 
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“ tales in Lithuania; he resolved on calling 
“ her the Princess TarrakanofF, pretending 
“ that she was Elizabeth’s daughter. Such 
“ she was in fact considered to be by many 
“ who saw her; and the-report acquiring 
“ strength, soon reached Petersburgh. Ca- 
“ therine, naturally alarmed at the existence 
of a Female Pretender, who might lay claim 
to the very throne of Russia; and being 
“ informed that Prince Radzivil asserted her 
right to the Empire, as a legitimate daugh- 
ter of Elizabeth by Razoumoffsky, to 
'' whom she had been secretly married; 
thought that not a moment was to be lost, 
in securing the person of so dangerous a 
“ rival. She issued private orders therefore 
to Alexis Orloff, enjoining him to gain 
“ possession of the pretended Princess, at all 
“ events, and by every possible means, either 
of money or of violence. To so great a 
“ height did the Empress’s apprehensions 
“ rise, that Orloff avowed to me, he had-re- 
“ ceived the positive commands of her Ma- 
jesty, to pursue her even to Ragusa, if 
“ necessary; where it was understood she 
had retired ; to demand her from the Go- 
vernment of that, small Republic; and if 
they should refuse to give her up, to bom- 
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bard the City, and to lay it in ashes. But, 
Alexis found means to entrap, or to entice 
her, without either disturbance or hos- 
tility. He treated her as his Mistress, 
. while he resided at Pisa, and while she 
lay on board his ship at Leghorn. These 
“ are all the particulars that I know rela- 
tive to her, and all the share that I had in 
her detention, or her misfortunes.” 

It is probable that this recital, however na¬ 
tural and plausible it may appear, or however 
true it may be in point of fact, will neverthe¬ 
less by no means carry conviction to every 
mind. I confess, that it neither produced 
that sentiment in me, at the time when Sir 
John Dick related it; nor, on the fullest con¬ 
sideration, .am I thoroughly persuaded that 
the person in question, was not the daughter 
of Elizabeth. It seems to be universally ad¬ 
mitted, and I have always been so assured, 
that the Empress did privately espouse Ra- 
zoumoffsky; that she had by him, between 
the years 1740 and 1745, various children; 
one of whom was brought up, and called the 
Princess or Countess Tarrakanoff. Prince 
Radzivil might, as is asserted in “ La Vie de 
CatheriTie Seconde” have contrived means to 
VOL. I. o 
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carry her off; and after accompanying her to 
Rome, might there have quitted or deserted 
her. , It is unquestionable, even by Sir John 
Dick’s account, that Catherine dreaded her ^ 
and that Orloff, by her orders, decoyed, en¬ 
snared, and made himself ihaster of the per¬ 
son of this unfortunate female. But, that in 
order to effect his base and barbarous pur¬ 
pose, Orloff actually married her, or pretend¬ 
ed so to do j that she passed several Days un¬ 
der Sir John Dick’s roof, in:amusement and 
dissipation j. that '' the Consul, his wife, and 
“ the, wife of Rear Admiral Greig, took their 
“ seats by her in the Barge, .which conveyed 
“ heron board the Russian Squadronfinal¬ 
ly, that a British Consul would dishonor him¬ 
self, his Sovereign, and his nation, by openly 
facilitating so perfidious an act;—all these 
assertions of Castera, and many others rela¬ 
tive to her treatment on board Orloff’s ship, 
^ippear.to me wholly undeserving of credit. 
They are, indeed,, conipletely disproved by 
Sir John .Dick’s narrative to me, unless we 
suppose him . utterly devoid ofi truth and ho¬ 
nor. ; On the other hand, that he should have 
remained silent under such a charge, made 
in the face of all .Europe, [without attempting 
to repel, or to[ disprove it, jn as public a man- 
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fter, as it'was brought forward ^ seems almost 
like a negative admission of its veracity' His 
denial of the accusation, given in private con¬ 
versation to me, could not redeem his charac¬ 
ter, to the world at large. Sir John, we may 
likewise remember, lay under personal obli¬ 
gations to Catherine the Second, who had 
conferred on him one of the Russian Orders 
of Knighthood j and from his connexion with 
whom, while Orloff Jay at Leghorn with her 
fleet, he had derived great pecuniary advan¬ 
tages. The manner in which Alexis treated 
him, by bringing to his house a stranger, 
whom he never announced to Sir John, or to 
his wife, by name 5 and with whom he lived 
as his Mistress i—these facts seem to imply 
great subservience on the part of the British 
Consul, and will probably induce us to pause, 
before we give implicit belief to his assertions. 
I leave, however, the decision on this point, 
to every man’s own opinion. 

But was the Lady in question, the daugh¬ 
ter of Elizabeth, or not ? It seems to me im¬ 
possible, for want of evidence, to reply satis- 
factorily'to the question. I confess however, 
that I think it more probable she should have 
been, as Sir John Dick asserted, a German 
O 2 
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woman, whom Prince Radzivil had instruct¬ 
ed, or induced, to assume the name and title 
of Princess TarrakanofF. It is even very dif¬ 
ficult altogether to condemn the Empress Ca¬ 
therine, for endeavouring to get possession of 
her person. For, had she passed over to Ra- 
gusa, and from thence into the Ottoman Do¬ 
minions, she would have been, when once in 
the hands of the Turks, with whom Russia 
was at war, a most dangerous competitor to 
the throne. We must recollect, that Cathe¬ 
rine herself had attained the Imperial Dignity 
by a Revolution, and the consequent destruc¬ 
tion of her husband, without any right of De¬ 
scent. To her, an impostress was nearly as 
formidable, as a rightful pretender to the 
Crown. The history of the false Demetrius, 
in the beginning of the seventeenth Century, 
so famous in the Muscovite Annals, might 
justly inspire her with apprehension.- Simi¬ 
lar scenes might be renewed under her own 
reign, in the interior of that vast Empire. 
Pugatcheff had long been considered, by a 
great part of the Russian people, as the Em¬ 
peror Peter the Third. These considerations 
must, at least in a political point of view, jus¬ 
tify Catherine for taking measures to prevent 
, the Lady in question, from being made an in- 
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strument in the hands of vindictive or ambi¬ 
tious individuals, to accomplish their projects 
of Vengeance against herself. In the eyes of 
morality and of humanity, the whole reign 
and Administration of that Empress, however 
brilliant and imposing it may appear, through 
the medium of Voltaire’s, or of the Prince de 
JLigne’s writings, cannot bear a close exami¬ 
nation, or support a severe scrutiny. 

We shall find it equally difficult'to palli¬ 
ate her conduct relative to the first Grand 
Duchess of Russia, wife of Paul j Who is be¬ 
lieved to have perished, or rather, to have 
been put out of life, by Catherine’s directions 
or permission, in a manner still more tragical 
than, the pretended Princess Tarrakanoff. I 
I have seen the Grand Duchess in question, 
at the Drawing-room at Peterhoff, in 1774, 
soon after her marriage. She was by birth a 
Princess of Hesse Darmstadt, having been 
chosen in preference to two of her sisters, 
who accompanied her on the Journey from 
Germany to Russia. They must have been 
very deficient in personal attractions, if Paul’s 
selection resulted from her superiority in that 
respect, above her sisters. I have rarely be¬ 
held a young person less, favored by Nature. 
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She bad a scorbutic humour in her face, nor 
did her Countenance indicate either intelli¬ 
gence or dignity:, but she was said to be 
amiable and pleasing in her mariners. That 
she died during the course of her confinement 
after lying-in, about two years subsequent to 
her marriage, is certain; and it is equally in¬ 
disputable, that Imputations of the heaviest 
nature, were on that occasion revived against 
the Empress Catherine, accusing her as the 
abthor of the Grand Duchess’s death. I 
shall, recount the particulars of her end, on 
the testimony of two Princes of Hesse Philip- 
stahl, who were allied to' her by Consangui¬ 
nity, and whom I met at Vienna in the be¬ 
ginning of 1778, at’ Marshal Haddick’s, as 
well as at other houses in that Capital. They 
came to seek service under Maria Theresa, 
and seemed to have no delicacy or reserve in 
relating the story,’ though it was then so re¬ 
cent a transaction. Their account was near¬ 
ly as follows. ' 

Wilhelmina, Princess of Hesse Darmstadt, 
who, on her marriage with Paul, assumed the 
name of Natalia Alexiewna, proved with 
child in 1775, to the' great joy of Catherine, 
as well as of the Empire at large, which anxi- 
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ously. expected anJieir. Unfortunately' for 
the.'Grand Duchess, though she went her full 
time, yet she had so long and dangerous ada- 
bour, that not.only the .child of which she 
.was delivered, died in the.birth; but, she was 
herself declared by the. Physicians and Sur¬ 
geons who attended her, to have received so 
much injury, as to be incapable of ever again 
producing children, even if she should ulti¬ 
mately, recover., The case was,of serious con¬ 
sequence to Russia, as Paul having neither 
brother nor . sister. Heirs were indispensible 
to. the welfare of the State.. On the point be¬ 
ing,submitted to the Empress, .and a few se¬ 
lect advisers, as a political Question; after 
mature discussion, it was .finally determined 
to sacrifice her to the public Interest, by put¬ 
ting her. quietly put'of the way. One great 
impediment remained ; however to be sur¬ 
mounted. , Paul was known to be .notpnly at¬ 
tached in the warmest manner.to. his wife; 
but his principles pf-morality and humanity 
would not, it was believed,, permit him to 
sanction such an act. In fact, when the. idea 
was first suggested to him, though indirectly 
and ambiguously, he manifested the utmost 
indignation, as.well as horror. With a view 
to extinguish all emotions of that nature in 
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his bosom, and to induce him to consent to 
the deed, the persons who were employed for 
the purpose, assailed him therefore by other 
arguments and motives, than those of State 
Policy or Necessity. “ Your Imperial High- 
“ ness then imagines,” said they, that the 

Grand Duchess was true to your Bed, and 
‘‘ that the Child which she brought into the 

world, was yours?” On his answering in 
the affirmative, they assured him that she had 
carried on a criminal intrigue with one of the 
handsomest, as well as most accomplished 
young Noblemen about the Court. Paul still 
continuing, nevertheless, incredulous, they 
put into his hands various of her own Letters, 
and those of her Lover; which, as they as¬ 
serted, had been discovered or intercepted, 
containing unequivocal proofs of mutual in¬ 
tercourse, sufficient to convince the Grand 
Duke of her Infidelity. He then abandoned 
her to her fate; and the medical attendants 
having received proper instructions, com¬ 
pleted the rest, in a manner equally effectual 
and expeditious. 

Such was the account given by the Princes 
of Hesse Philipstahl; and a circumstance 
which augments its probability is, that the 
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Nobleman himself, who was accused of being 
the Lover of the Grand Duchess, then resided 
at Vienna; to which city he had been sentj 
as common report affirmed, by Catherine, oh 
the complaints of her son, immediately after 
the death of the unfortunate Princess in ques¬ 
tion. I knew him intimately, during a long 
time, while at Vienna. He since filled the 
post of Envoy from the Empress of Russia, at 
an Italian Court; where he was believed 
to have carried his temerity, and his success, 
even higher than he had done at Petersburgh. 
Few men whom I have ever seen or known, 
were more formed by Nature to be beloved by 
women. His figure was advantageous; his 
manners, though lofty, yet were gay and 
captivating, whenever he desired to conciliate 
good-will; and his countenance, which some¬ 
what resembled that of a Calmuck, had in it 
nevertheless, an air of great distinction, spirit, 
and intelligence. He had served in the 
Russian Fleet, under Alexis Orloff; was pre¬ 
sent at the memorable victory of Tschisme, 
on the coast of Natolia, in 1770, where the 
Turkish Squadron in that Bay was destroyed; 
and had acquired, under Admirals Elphin- 
stone and Greig, not only a knowledge of 
naval Tactics, but of the English language 
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likewise, which he spoke with admirable ease 
and fluency. When we contemplate the 
history of the Imperial Family of Russia, 
from the Reign of Peter the First inclusive, 
down to the present time; we shall find 
nothing in the story above related, either im¬ 
probable in itself, or inconsistent with the mea¬ 
sures to which the Sovereigns of that Empire 
have continually had recourse, under similar 
circumstances, in various instances. . , 

If Catherine did not hesitate, by the com¬ 
mission of; a crime, to render her son a 
widower, she was at least determined to lose 
no time in,providing him a second wife. 
For this purpose, she applied, almost imme¬ 
diately after the removal of the unfortunate 
Grand Duchess, to the great Frederic, King 
of Prussia, requesting him to select for Paul, 
a German Princess, to supply the vacancy 
occasioned in her family ,by death. She even 
sketched out with her own hand, the promi¬ 
nent qualities of person and of mind, which 
she considered as principally requisite in the 
object of his choice. This delicate commis¬ 
sion Frederic executed with great ability; 
and, having fully sounded, the ground, he. 
recommended the Princess Spphia of Wir- 
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temberg to the -Empress, for her future 
daughter-in-law. It was perhaps impossible 
to. have .made a more judicious selection, for 
such a dangerous eminence, which frequently 
conducted to a Convent, to Siberia, or to a 
Grave. She was not quite seventeen years of 
age; and she possessed, besides the Graces 
of youth, personal attractions, well calculated 
to retain the Grand Duke’s affections. Her 
understanding, solid; and her: deportment, 
blameless, secured universal esteem; while, 
at the same time, she neither displayed such 
talents, energy of character, or Ambition,:.as 
could render her an object of Catherine’s, ap¬ 
prehension. Paul, accompanied by Marshal 
Romanzoff, whose victories over the Turks 
have rendered him so justly celebrated, was 
sentby Catherine, in 1776, to Berlin ; where 
Frederic, after contributing to procure him a 
wife, entertained him at Potzdam, in the 
most splendid manner. 

Atone of these entertainments, given, if I re¬ 
collect right, in the new Palace near SansSouci; 
in the midst of the dinner, a large piece of the 
ceiling felldownon the table, involvingtheroom 
and the company in dust, confusion, and astor 
nishment: not unlike the accident which Fun- 
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danius relates as happening at Nasidienus^s 
supper. The King, with admirable presence 
of mind, instantly throwing his arms round 
Paul, who sat next him, held the Grand 
Duke closely embraced, without suffering him 
to stir, till the cause, as well as the conse¬ 
quences of the disaster, were ascertained. 
When it was discovered to have arisen only 
from a defect in the plaister of the ceiling, 
and to have been altogether casual, a Courier 
was immediately dispatched to Petersburgh, 
stating the particulars to Catherine; assuring 
her at the same time, that her son was in 
perfect safety. We cannot help admiring the 
quickness of Frederic’s perception, which, 
ignorant as he was from what cause so un¬ 
usual and alarming an event originated, led 
him, without a moment’s delay, to partici¬ 
pate the danger and the misfortune, if such 
existed, \vith the Grand Duke. In fact, they 
must have perished together, if they perished 
at all. The malignity of mankind would un¬ 
questionably have suspected or attributed 
treachery of some kind, had any fatal acci¬ 
dent, in which,the king was not enveloped, 
befallen his guest. Frederick, by his promp¬ 
titude, obviated the possibility of misrepre¬ 
sentation, either at Petersburgh, or in any 
other of thd Courts of Europe. 
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During the first ten or fifteen, years of the 
reign of Catherine the Second, it was com¬ 
monly believed; and in Poland, where men 
ventured to state their opinions in conversa¬ 
tion, with more freedom than they dared to 
do in Russia, I have heard it often maintained 
in private society; that the Grand Duke 
Paul would, sooner or later, disappear, as 
Peter the Third did in 1762, and as the un¬ 
fortunate Emperor Ivan did in 1764 ; If 
Catherine had dreaded her son, such an event 
might have been not improbable: but she 
knew him, and did not fear him. The strong¬ 
est mark of her superiority to all apprehension 
from his machinations, or efforts to ascend 
the Russian Throne before his time, was the 
permission which she gave him to travel over 
Germany, France, and Italy. Peter the 
first never extended such a Degree of Eman¬ 
cipation to his Son, the Czarowitz Alexis. 
Paul was accompanied on his Tour, by the 
Grand Duchess, for whom he then manifested 
the utmost fondness; though the testimonies 
which he gave her of his affection, Tyere not al¬ 
ways regulated by delicacy or propriety. Sir 
William Hamilton told me, that when Paul 
arrived at Naples in 1782, he had the honour 
to accompany the Grand Duke and Duchess, 
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on their excursions round that City; in 
Order to view Portici, Pompeia, and the 
other principal objects of curiosity, visited by 
travellers. “ The first time,” said Sir William, 
“ that I was with them in a Coach, we had 
“ not proceeded far, when Paul, as if un- 
** conscious that I was present, throwing his 
“ arms about the Grand Duchess, began to 
“ kiss her with as much warmth, as he could 
“ have, shewn if they had been alone,-and 
“ newly married. I • was somewhat em- 
“ barrassed at this unusual display of matri- 
“ monial attachment, hardly knowing which 
“ way to direct my view ^ for there was no 
“ other person with us in the carriage: 
“ and as I sat opposite to their Imperial 
“ Highnesses, .1 could not easily avoid seeing 
“ all that passed, though ! affected to look 
“ through the glass, at the objects without. 
“ At length, the Grand Duke addressing him- 
self- to me, said, Monsieur Le Chevalier, 
“ Taime heaucoup ma femme.^ It was im- 
“ possible not to credit the assertion, after* 
“ the proofs which he. had just exhibited. 
“ But we had . not proceeded a mile fur- 
“ ther, when he recommenced the same 
“ demonstrations of attachment, which he 
“ repeated many times before we arrived at 
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Portici; usually observing to me, each 
time, ‘ Vous vo^ez que Paime ' heaucoup 
“ ma femme* I could only, express my 
“ satisfaction at his felicity,, concealing my 
astonishment at the testimonies of it which 
I had witnessed.” It would have been 
happy for this violent and infatuated Prince, 
if he had never ascended the Russian Throne, 
but had always continued in the state of po¬ 
litical annihilation to which his mother had 
reduced him, and in which she, retained him 
to the end of her life. • , ' ' 

The pretended Princess Tarrakanoff,. and 
the first Grand Duchess of Russia, were not 
the only females of high rank, whom Cathe¬ 
rine the Second is accused of having caused 
to be put out of life. Augusta Caroline, 
eldest daughter of the late celebrated Duke of 
Brunswick-Wolfenbuttel, who fell Jlt Auer- 
stadt, is supposed to have perished.in a manner 
equally mysterious ; andi as some persons be- 
lieve,'not less tragical. This Princess, who was 
born towards the end of the year 1764-3 before 
she attained the. age of sixteen, was married 
to the present King, at that time Prince,. of 
Wirtemberg. He;was then about twenty-six 
years old, and might be considered as eventual 
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presumptive heir - to his uncle, the reigning 
Duke of Wirtemberg, Charles Eugene, who 
had no Issue.. AVhen I was at the Court of 
Brunswic, .in the Autumn of 1777 j at which 
time the Princess was near thirteen, I saw her 
more than once, in the . Apartments of her 
mother. She had a v,ery fair complexion, 
light hair, pleasing features, and an interest¬ 
ing figure. Some years after her marriage, 
she accompanied the Prince her husband into 
Russia, when; he entered into the military 
service of that Crown j to the Heir of which, 
as has been already stated, his sister was 
married/ They; resided during some time at 
Petersburgh, or in other parts of the Russian 
Empire; but in 1787 he quitted Catherine’s 
service and Dominions; leaving his wife be¬ 
hind, of whose conduct, it was asserted, he 
had great reason to complain. They had 
then three children living, two sons and a 
daughter, whom .the Empress permitted him 
to take away, when he withdrew from her 
employ; but she retained the Princess under 
her own protection. At the end of a year or 
two, it was notified to the Prince of Wirtem¬ 
berg, as well as to the Duke of Brunswic, by 
order of the Empress, that the wife of the one, 
and the daughter of the other, was no more. 
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The Duke, her father, immediately demanded 
in the most pressing terms, that her body 
might be delivered up to him : but this request 
was never granted, nor did he even receive 
any such authentic proofs of her decease, and 
still less of the circumstances attending it, as 
could satisfy him on the subject. Doubts 
were not only entertained whether she died a 
natural death, but it remained questionable 
whether she did not still survive, and was not 
existing in Siberia, or in the Polar Desartsj 
like many other illustrious Exiles of her own 
family, who had been banished thither by the 
Empress Elizabeth, when she ascended the 
Throne in 1741, on the deposition of Ivan. 

In May, 1797, the Princess Royal of Eng¬ 
land was married to the Prince of Wirtemberg, 
who, before the conclusion of that year, be¬ 
came Duke, by the decease of Frederic Eu¬ 
gene his father. Early in the summer of 1798, 
a gentleman conversing with me on the sub¬ 
ject of the first Princess of Wirtemberg’s 
death, assured me that he had seen and pe¬ 
rused all the papers relative to her imprison¬ 
ment and decease; which, at the desire of the 
Prince, and by his authority, had been trans¬ 
mitted to George the Third; vyho, after a full 

VOL. I. V 
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inspection of them, became perfectly con¬ 
vinced of his having had no part in that dark 
and melancholy transaction: lastly, he gave 
it as his Opinionj that Catherine had alone 
caused her to be poisoned, unless her decease 
resulted from natural causes. 

Frederic William, reigning Duke of 
Wirtemberg,” said he, “ entered when 
“ young, as is well known, into the Prussian 
service. Old Frederic liked and distin- 
“ guished him. Wishing to attach him to the 
“ House of Brandenburgh by permanent ties, 
and considering him as a man of promising 
“ abilities, the King himself set on foot, and 
“ finally concluded his marriage with the 
“ eldest daughter of his own favorite Nephew 
** and General, the Duke of Brunswic. This 
event took place in 1780. About five years 
“ afterwards, Frederic being disposed to 
“ form a second alliance with the family of 
“ Wirtemberg, by marrying his great Ne- 
“ phev^, the present King of Prussia, as soon 
“ as his age would allow, with the Princess 
“ Elizabeth, sister to the Prince; dispatched 
‘‘ him to'Petersburgh for that purpose. His 
“ instructions were, to apply to the Grand 
** Duchess, who was likewise his sister, for 
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“ the exertion of her influence at the Court 
of Stutgard, in order to prevail on the Duke 
“ to promise his niece to the eventual heir of 
“ the Prussian Monarchy. This negociation 
“ was however rendered unsuccessful, by the 
“ demand which the Emperor Joseph the Se- 
“ cond made about the same time, of the 
Princess Elizabeth of Wirtemberg, for his 
“ Nephew, Francis, hereditary Prince of Tus- 
“ cany, now Emperor of Austria j a marriage 
which was actually accomplished early in 
« 1788 . 

“ When the Prince of Wirtemberg arrived 
in the Capital of the Russian Empire, this 
“ alliance above mentioned, was already set- 
‘‘ tied j or at least, was too far advanced, to 
** be overturned by his interference. After 
making therefore every effort in his power, 
“ through the Grand Duchess, to prevent its 
“ accomplishment; and finding these exer- 
“ tions fruitless, he returned to Potzdam. 
“ Whether Frederic suspected any duplicity 
“ or insincerity on his part j or, whether it 
“ was the result merely of disappointment; 
“ it is certain that he received the Prince 
“ very coldly: and the Empress of Russia 
“ having soon afterwards invited him into her 
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“ service, he quitted that of Prussia,, and re- 
" visited Petersburgh. She employed him in 
“ the war that began in .1787 against the 
‘‘ Turks, and he commanded one of the three 
armies which took the field. The Van, 
‘‘ consisting of forty thousand men, .was en- 
“ trusted to him.. He, is said to have display- 
“ ed great military talent, to have distin- 
“ guished himself much, and to have rendered 
“ essential services to Catherine. 

“ At the time that he entered the Russian 
“ service, he carried the Princess his wife 
“ with him to Petersburgh, as well as the 
“ two sons and daughter which she had 
“ brought him. Being in the flower of her 
“ youth, endowed with many amiable quali- 
“ ties of mind and of deportment, she soon be- 
“ came a favorite of Catherine; in whose so^ 
‘‘ ciety and, intimate confidence she occupied 
“ a distinguished place. It can hardly how- 
“ ever excite astonishment, that such an in- 
“ tercourse should have been calculated to 
“ corrupt her morals. The Cpurt and Pa-: 
“ lace of the Empress, were scenes of dissi- 
patjon and licentiousness. Yet, when the 
“ Prince, went to serve against the Turks, he, 
“ of necessity, left his wife exposed to all 
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these temptations. In effect, during his 
“ absence, she conducted herself so impru- 
“ dently, that when he returned, after the 
“ conclusion of the Campaign, to Peters- 
“ burgh, he .found himself under a necessity 
“ of adopting some strong measures respect- 
ing her. Being placed in this painful situ- 
“ ation, he wrote to her father, the Duke of 
“ Brunswic, informing him of his daughter’s 
“ misconduct, and consulting him on the 
“ mode of action proper to be pursued under 
those Circumstances. It was agreed be- 
tween them, that as a preliminary step, 
“ she should be removed out of Russia j and 
“ the Prince accordingly demanded Cathe- 
“ tine’s permission to quit her Dominions, 
“ together,with his wife and his faniily. The 
“ Empress allowed him to retire, and to take 
“ with him his children; but she perempto- 
“ rily refused to permit him to carry his 
Consort back to Germany. All remon- 
“ strance proving vain, the Princess therefore 
“ remained behind, and he quitted Peters- 
burgh, with his sons and daughter, to re- 
“ turn to Wirtemberg. 

“ About a fortnight after his departure, 
** the Princess, without any reason assigned. 
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“ was sent by the order of Catherine, to the 
“ Castle of Lhode, about two hundred miles 
“ from Petersburgh; but, in what part or 
“ province of that vast Empire, I am unable 
“ to assert. There, it seems, under close 
“ confinement, she remained about eighteen 
“ months: but, all her German attendants, 
“ male andfemale, were withdrawn from her. 
“ At the end of that time, the Prince, re- 
“ ceived letters from the Empress, informing 
“ him that his wife was dead of an Hemor- 
“ rhage. Similar information was conveyed 
“ by Catherine, to the Duke of Brunswic, 
the unfortunate Princess’s father. No par- 
“ ticulars were stated; nor, as far as appears, 
“ were any other circumstances ever known 
“ respecting her. Thus situated, the Duke 
“ of Brunswic, conscious that he could nei- 
“ ther bring his daughter to life, nor call the 
“ Empress to account, acquiesced patiently 
“ in the calamity: but, during some years, 
“ he did not communicate to the Duchess his 
“ wife, the intelligence of her daughter’s 
“ death. She, therefore, remaining in igno- 
“ ranee of the Catastrophe,, continued to be- 
“ lieve that the Princess was still confined at 
“ Lhode, or existing somewhere in the De- 
“ serts of Russia. The Duchess used even to 
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“ speak of her, as being alive in Siberia 5 and 
“ this fact will account for the universality pf 

the report.;’ 

If the account given me , by Sir John Dick, 
relative to the supposed Princess Tarrakanoff, 
left many circumstances dark and unexplain¬ 
ed in the history of that female; it must be 
owned that, after, considering this narrative, 
no less uncertainty still pervades the story of 
the Princess of Wirtemberg. It is natural to 
ask, why did Catherine cause the Princess to 
be imprisoned, or poisoned ? Her Gallantries, 
however culpable or notorious they might be, 
yet constituted no crime against the Empress 
of Russia; who exhibited in her own con¬ 
duct, an example of emancipation from all 
restraint and decorum on . the article of fe¬ 
male irregularities of Deportment. It was 
the Prince; her husband, whom she had dis¬ 
honoured and incensed. What proof is ad¬ 
duced, except assertion, that he did not know 
of the intentions of Catherine to confine and 
banish her? In the case of the two Em¬ 
perors, Peter the Third, and Ivan ; as well 
as in the instances of the .pretended Princess 
Tarrakanoff, and of the first Grand Duchess 
of Russia; the motives for her commission of 
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a crime, by depriving them of life, are ob* 
vious. Buti none such appear in the instance 
before us. There are moreover, other parti* 
culars which may lead us to hesitate in form¬ 
ing a decisive opinion on the subject. The 
death of the Princess of Wirtembergat Lhode, 
was announced and stated in all the German 
Almanacks, printed by authority, to have 
taken place on " the 27th September, 1788.” 
Her husband remained a widower, near eight 
years after that event, before he attempted to 
obtain the hand of the Princess Royal of 
Great Britain. During so long a period of 
time, he seems to have adopted no measures 
for repelling the calumnious reports circulated 
all over Europe, of his participation in the 
death of his wife: reports which, however false, 
yet had made the most unfavourable impres¬ 
sion, even in England. It is true that George 
the Third became perfectly convinced of his 
innocence, before he consented to the union 
of the Prince with his eldest daughter. But, 
though the King yielded to the proofs brought 
upon this point, yet it is well known that he 
did it with reluctance and hesitation •, rather 
giving way to the Princess’s avowed wishes on 
the subject, than himself desiring, or approv¬ 
ing the match. So far indeed was he from 



MEMOIRS. 


217 


pushing forward the alliance, that I know from 
good authority, he offered the Princess, after 
all the Preliminaries were adjusted, arid'the 
marriage was fixed, to break it off, if she 
chose to, decline it; taking on himself person¬ 
ally, the whole responsibility of its failure. 
Certain it is, that the Negociation advanced 
much more rapidly after the decease of the 
Empress, and on the 18th of May, 1797, the 
nuptials were solemnized. Over the nature, 
as well as over the author, of the first Prin¬ 
cess of Wirtemberg’s death, a deep or im¬ 
penetrable veil is drawn. We must leave it 
to time to unfold, if it does not rather re¬ 
main, as is more probable, for ever proble- 
iriatical. 

Before I quit this subject, I cannot help 
remarking, that during the course of the 
eighteenth Century, the family of Brunswic, 
in its different Branches, produced no less 
than five Princesses, who exhibited in suc¬ 
cession, the most conspicuous examples of 
human infelicity. The first of them was 
Sophia of Brunswic married to George 
the First; who, for her alleged, but un¬ 
proved Gallantries with Count Konigsmark, 
was confined during near forty years, at the 
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sequestered seat of Ahlden, in the Electorate 
of Hanover, where she expired in 1726. Char- 
lotte-Christina of Brunswic Blankenberg, who 
espoused in 1711, the Czarowitz Alexis, 
only son of Peter the Great; a Princess en¬ 
dowed by Nature, with almost every amiable 
and estimable quality of body and of mind,; 
equally beautiful and virtuous; fell a vic¬ 
tim, in the flower of her youth, to the fe¬ 
rocious treatment that she experienced from 
her husband. She died at Petersburgh, in 
child-bed, at twenty-one years of age, in 
1715; lamented by the whole Empire, ex¬ 
cept by Alexis, whose brutal character ren¬ 
dered him incapable of appreciating her value. 
Brunswic Wolfenbuttel furnished the next in¬ 
stance, in the person of Elizabeth, married 
in 1765 , to the late King of Prussia, then 
only Prince Royal; divorced four years after¬ 
wards, for her irregularities; confined at 
Stettin, where I have seen her in 1774^; and 
who, I believe, still survives, forgotten and 
unknown, in some part of the Prussian Do¬ 
minions, after having witnessed the tempo¬ 
rary subversion of her own House, and the 
calamities inflicted on that of Brandenburgh, 
by Bonaparte; Caroline Matilda of Bruns¬ 
wic Lunenburgh, posthumous daughter . of 



I^EMOIRS. 


219 


Frederic, late Prince of Wales, and sister of 
George the Third, is the Fourth in this enu¬ 
meration. Banished by a Revolution, from 
Denmark, in 1772, effected in the name of 
Christian the Seventh, her imbecile husband; 
she only survived it about three years, ter¬ 
minating her short career, in the prime of 
life,. at Zell, in 1775. Augusta Caroline, of 
Brunswic Wolfenbuttely whose melancholy his¬ 
tory, and whose ambiguous end, we' have 
been surveying, closes the. list. It must be 
esteemed singular, that in the lapse of scarce¬ 
ly a hundred years, such a fatality should 
seem to have marked so many females of that 
illustrious family. 

. In the Autumn of 1778, I visited Dresden 
for the second time; a Court which was ren¬ 
dered peculiarly agreeable to the English at 
tliat period, by the hospitality and polished 
manners of His Majesty’s, Minister to Sax¬ 
ony, Sir John Stepney; one of the finest 
Gentlemen who has been employed on foreign 
Missions, during the course of the present 
reign. Dresden was then a place where the 
Illuminh had made a deep and general im¬ 
pression on the public mind; Schrepfer hav¬ 
ing chosen it, only a few years earlier, for 
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the scene of his famous Exhibition of the 
Apparition of the Chevalier.de Saxe. Having 
given, in a former work, some account of 
that extraordinary imposition, I shall not.re¬ 
sume the subject here; but I cannot help re¬ 
lating another somewhat similar story, which 
was told me, during my residence in Dresden, 
by the Count de Felkesheim. He was a 
Livonian Gentleman, settled in Saxony, of a 
very improved understanding, equally supe¬ 
rior to credulity, as to superstition. Being 
together in the month of October, 1778, and 
our discourse accidentally turning on the cha¬ 
racter and performances of Schrepfer; “ I 
“ have conversed,” said he to me, “ with 
“ several of the individuals who were present 
“ at the scene of the Spectre or Phantom, 
presented by him in the gallery of the 
“ Palace of the Duke of Courland. They all 
agreed in their account of the leading par- 
“ ticulars. Though I do not pretend to ex- 
“ plain by what process or machinery, that 
business was conducted, I have always con- 
“ sidered him as an artful impostor,, and his 
“ audience as dupes. Yet am I not so de- 
“ cidedly sceptical on the possibility of super- 
“ natural appearances, as to treat them with 
“ ridicule, because they may seem to be un- 
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“ philosophical. I received my education in 
“ the University of Konigsberg, where I,had 
“ the advantage of attending Lectures- in 
“ Ethics, and Moral Philosophy, delivered by 
“ a Professor who was esteemed a very supe- 
“ rior man in those branches of Science. He 
“ had, nevertheless,, though an Ecclesiastic, 
“ the reputation of being tinctured with in- 
“ credulity, on various points connected with 
“ revealed Religion. When, therefore,, it be- 
“ came necessary for him, in the; course of 
“ his Lectures, lo treat on the, nature of Spiritj 
“ as detached from Matter; to discuss the 
“ Immortality of the Soul; and to enter on 
“ the Doctrine of a Future State; I listened 
“ with more than ordinary attention, to his 
“ opinions. In speaking of all these myste- 
“ rious subjects, there appeared to me to be 
“ so visible ah embarrassment, both in his 
“language and his expressions, that I felt 
“ the strongest curiosity to question him fur- 
“ ther respecting them. Finding myself 
“ alone with him soon afterwards, I ventured 
“ to state to him my remarks on his deport- 
“ ment, and I entreated him to tell me if 
“ they were well founded, or only imaginary 
“ suggestions.” 
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The hesitation which you noticed,” an¬ 
swered he, ^‘ resulted from the conflict that 
takes place within me, when Lam attempt- 
ing to convey my ideas on a subject, where 
my understanding is at variance with the 
testimony of my senses. I am, equally from 
reason and reflexion, disposed to consider 
with incredulity and contempt, the exist- 
ence of Apparitions. But, an Appearance 
** which I have witnessed with my own eyes, 
as far as they, or any of the perceptions 
can be confided in 3 and which has even 
received a sort of subsequent confirmation, 
from other circumstances connected with 
the original fact, leaves me in that state of 
Scepticism and suspense which pervaded 
my discourse. I will communicate to you 
its cause. Having been brought up to the 
“ profession of the Church, I was presented 
“ by Frederic William the First, late King of 
“ Prussia, to a small Benefice situated in the 
“ interior of the country, at a considerable 
“ distance South of Konigsberg. I repaired 
“ thither, in order to take possession of my 
Living, and found a very neat Parsonage 
“ House*, where I passed the night in the 
“ bed-chamber which had been occupied by 
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“ my predecessor. * It was in the longest 
“ days of Summer ; • and on the following 
“ morning, which was Sunday, while lying 
“ awake, the curtains of the Bed being un- 
drawnj and it being broad day-light, I be- 
“ held the figure of a man, habited in a sort 
of loose gowny standing at a reading desk, 
on which lay a large Book, the leaves of 
‘/ which he appeared to turn over at inter- 
“ vals. On each side of him stood a little 
“ boy^-in whose faces he looked earnestly 
from time to time; and as he looked, he 
“ seemed always to heave a deep sigh. His 
‘ countenance, pale and disconsolate, indi- 
“ cated severe distress of mind. I had the 
most .perfect view of these objects j but, 
being impressed with too much terror and 
“ apprehension to rise, or to address myself 
“ to the appearances before me, I remained 
“ for some Minutes, a silent and breathless 
“ spectator, without uttering a word, or al- 
“ tering ray position. At length, the man 
“ closed the book, and then taking the two 
“ children, one in each hand, he led them 
slowly across the room; my eyes eagerly 
“ following him, till the three figures gradu- 
“ ally disappeared, or were lost behind an 
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“ iron Stove, which stood at the farthest cor- 
ner of the Apartment. 

‘‘ However deeply and awfully I was af- 
“ fected by the sight which I had witnessed, 
“ and however incapable 1 was of explaining 
it to my own satisfaction, yet I recovered 
“ sufficiently the possession of my mind, to 
get tip; and having hastily dressed myself, 
“ I left the house. The sun was, long risen, 
“ and directing my steps to the Churchy I 
“ found that it was open; but the Sexton had 
“ quitted it, and on entering the Chancel, my 
“ mind and imagination were so strongly im-, 
** pressed by the scene which had recently 
“ passed, that I endeavoured to dissipate the 
“ recollection, by considering the objects 
“ around me. In almost all the Lutheran 
“ Churches of the Prussian Dominions, it is 
“ an established usage to hang up against the 
“ walls of some part of the building, the por- 
“ traits of the successive Pastors or Clergy- 
“ men, who have held the Living. A num- 
“ ber of these paintings, rudely performed, 
“ were suspended in one of the Aisles. But 
“ I had no sooner fixed my eyes on the last 
“ in the range, which was the portrait of my 
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'^immediate predecessor, than they became 
" rivetted to the object; as I instantly recog- 
“ nized the same face which I had beheld in 
“ my bed-chamber, though not clouded by 
“ the same deep expression of melancholy of 
“ distress. • 

" The Sexton entered, as I was still Con- 
templating this interesting head, and I im- 
mediately began a conversation with him, 
on the subject of the persons who had pre- 
'' ceded me in the Living. He remembered 
‘^ several Incumbents, concerning whom, re- 
" spectively,. I made various enquiries,' till I 
concluded by the last, relative to whose his- 
“ tory I was particularly inquisitive.” “ We 
“ considered him,” said the Sexton,' “ as one 
“ of the most learned and amiable meh'who 
“ have ever resided among us. His charities 
“ and benevolence endeared him to all his pa- 
“ rishioners, who will long lament his loss. 
“ But he was carried off in the middle of his 
“days,, by a lingering illness, the cause of 
“ which has given rise to many unpleasant 
“ reports among us, and which still form mat- 
ter of conjecture. It is however commoni}'- 
believed, that he died of a broken heart.” 
My curiosity being still more warmly excited 
VOL. I. Q 
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by the mention of this circumstance, I eager¬ 
ly pressed him to disclose to me what he 
knew or had heard on the subject. ^ “ Nothing 
“ respecting it,” answered he, “ is absolutely 
“ known, but scandal had propagated a story 
“ of his having formed a criminal connexion 
with a young woman of the neighbourhood, 

“ by whom, it was even asserted, that he had 
“ two sons. As a confirmation of the repprt, 

“ I know that, there certainly were two chil- 
dren, who have been seen at the parsonage; 

“ boys of about four or five years old. • But 
“ they, suddenly disappeared, some time .be- 
“ fore the decease of their supposed father; 

“ though to what place they are sent, or what 
^^is become of them, we are wholly ignorant. 

“ It is equally certain, that the surmises and 
“ unfavorable opinions formed respecting this 
“ mysterious business, which must necessarily 
“ have reached him, precipitated, if they did 
“ not produce, the disorder of which our late 
“ Pastor died: but he is gone to his account, 

“ and we are bound to think charitably of the 
“ departed.” 

“ It is unnecessary to say with what enio- . 
“ tions I listened to this relation, which re- . 
“ called to my imagination, and seemed to 
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“ give proof of the existence, of all that I had 
seen. Yet, unwilling to suffer my mind t 6 
“ become enslaved by Phantoms which might 
have been the effect of error or deception, 
“ I neither communicated to the Sexton, the 
circumstance which I had just witnessed, 
“.nor even permitted myself to quit the cham- 
“ ber where it had taken place. I continued 
“ to lodge there, without ever again witness- 
“ ing any similar appearance 5 . and the recol- 
“ lection itself insensibly began to wear.away, 
“ as the Autumn advanced. When the ap- 
“ proach of Winter rendered it necessary to 
“ light fires through the house, I ordered the 
“ iron Stove that stood in the room, and be- 
“ hind which the figure which I had beheld, 
“ together with the two boys, seemed to dis- 
“ appear, to be heated Yor the purpose of 
‘^ .warming the Apa,rtment. Some difficulty 
was experienced in. making the attempt, 
“ the Stove not only smoking intolerably,.biit, 
“ emitting, a most offensive smell. Having, 
“ therefore, sent for,a blacksmith to inspect 
“ and repair it, he discovered in the inside, at 
“ the farthest extremity, the bones of two 
“ small human bodies, corresponding perfect- 
“ ly in sizej as well as in other respects, with 
“ the description given me by-the Sexton^ of 
Q 2 
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“ the two boys who had been seen at the par- 
‘f sonage. This last circumstance completed 
“ my astonishment, and appeared to confer a 
sort of reality on an appearance, which 
“ might otherwise have been considered as a 
delusion of the senses. I resigned the Liv- 
“ ing, quitted the place, and returned to Ko- 
‘‘nigsberg: but it , has produced upon my 
“ mind the deepest impression, and has, in its’ 
“ effects, given rise to that uncertainty and^ 
contradiction of sentiment which you re- 
“ marked in my late discourse.” Such was 
Count Felkesheim’s story, which^ from its sin¬ 
gularity appeared to me deserving of comme¬ 
moration, in whatever contempt we may just¬ 
ly hold similar Anecdotes. , 

One of the most interesting portions of my 
life, was the time that I passed at Naples, in 
the.Summer of 1779. Sir William Hamilton, 
His Majesty’s Minister, constituted in him¬ 
self the greatest source of entertainment, no 
less than of instruction, which that Capital 
then,afforded to strangers. He honored me‘ 
with his friendship, which he continued to the 
end of his life. In his person, though tall and' 
meagre, .with a dark Complexion, a very aqui¬ 
line Nose', and a figure which always reminded' 
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me of Rolando in “ Gif Bias 5 ” he had never¬ 
theless such an air of intelligence, .blended 
with distinction in his Gountenance,: as pow¬ 
erfully attracted and conciliated every be¬ 
holder. His mother. Lady Archibald Ha- \ 
railton, enjoyed, as is well known, a very dis- \ 
tinguished place in the favor of Frederic, late 
Prince of Wales; and Sir William himself was 
brought up from early life, with His present 
Majesty, to whom he became, • after his ac¬ 
cession to the Crown, an Equerry. At a very 
early period he entered into the'Army,'and 
was at the Battle of Fontenoy, as well as, T 
think, at that of La Feldt. I wish that dt 
were possible to relate with delicacy, an 
Anecdote that he recounted to me, of. the 
former Action. “We were exposed,” said 
he, “ on that occasion, as is well known, to a 
very severe and murderous fire of Artillery, 

“ for: a long time, without’the power of mov- 
“ ing: so peremptory were the orders issued, 

“ that we should remain on the ground vvhere 
“ we were stationed. The cannon balls, from 
“ time to time, swept away whole Files, and 
“ produced sensations by no means agree- 
“ able, even among the firmest persons pre- 
“ sent. I had then an opportunity of seeing 
“ exemplified, the physical effects of fear on 
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“ the human body. Many of the British Gre- 
‘‘ nadiers, though capable of actively facing 
death in any shape, and ardently desirous 
** to march against the enemy, yet experi- 
“ enced, internally and involuntarily, the 
‘L most violent pains. Unable to support 
“ them, pressed by an irresistable necessity, 
“ and compelled to remain fixed in the same 
“ place,' several of them detroiissoient, pre- 
“ sentoient le derriere aux canons de Venhemi, 
“ U firent feu; thus endeavouring to exhibit a 
“ proof of their contempt for the very danger, 
“ of which they felt within themselves the 
strongest sensations.” 

The versatility of Sir William Hamilton’s 
character, constituted one of the most in¬ 
teresting features of his composition. En¬ 
dowed with a superior understanding, a phi¬ 
losophic mind, and a strong inclination to the 
study of many branches of Science, or of po¬ 
lite letters, which, as is well known, he culti¬ 
vated with distinguished success; he was 
equally keen as a Sportsman, in all the exer¬ 
cises of the field. After being actively occu¬ 
pied in studying the Phaeuomena of Vesuvius, 
like the Elder Pliny; or in exploring the An¬ 
tiquities of Pompaeia and of Stabia, with as 
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much Enthusiasm as Pausanias did those of 
antient Greece; he would pass whole days, 
and almost weeks, with the .King of Naples, 
either hunting or shooting in the royal woods; 
or more laboriously engaged in an open Boat, 
exposed to the rays of a burning Sun, har¬ 
pooning fish in the Bay of Castellamare. 
When beyond seventy years of age, he pre¬ 
served undiminished his love of these sports, 
particularly of fishing, which he followed 
with great ardour; thus mingling pursuits or 
passions of the mind and of the body, rarely 
united in the same man. I have seen him, 
not more than two years before his de¬ 
cease, perform the Tarentella, ” an Apulian 
Dance, which, as it is undoubtedly a copy of 
the Bacchant amusements of Antiquity, de¬ 
manded no slender portion of animal strength 
and spirits. The occasion was so remarkable, 
that lam induced to relate the particulars. 
Intelligence of the glorious victory obtained 
by the English fleet under Lord Nelson, be¬ 
fore Copenhagen, arrived in London, on 
Wednesday, the 15th of April, 1801; Sir 
William Hamilton then resided in Piccadilly. 
About ten o’clock, that evening, I went to 
his house, with Sir John Macpherson. We 
found assembled there, the Dukes of Gordon 
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and Qiieensberry, Lord William Gordon, 
Monsieur de Calonne, Mr. Charles Greville, 
Sir William’s nephew; the Duke de Npia, a 
Neapolitan nobleman; Mr. Kemble, the ce¬ 
lebrated Comedian, and his wife; the Re¬ 
verend Mr. Nelson, now Earl.of that name, 
with some other persons. Lady Hamilton, 
inspired by the recent success of Lord Nelson 
against the Danes, of which victory he had 
transmitted her, with his remaining hand, all 
the particulars as they occurred, from the 
1 st, up to the 8th of April, the day when the 
dispatches „came away; after playing on 
the Harpsichord, and accompanying it with 
her voice, undertook to dance the “ Taren- 
tella. ” . 

Sir William began it with her, and main¬ 
tained the conflict, for such it might well 
be esteemed, for some minutes. When un¬ 
able jonger to continue it, the Duke de 
Noia succeeded to his place: but he, too, 
though near forty years younger than Sir 
William, soon gave in, from Extenuation. 
Lady Hamilton then sent for her own maid 
servant; who being likewise presently ex¬ 
hausted, after a short time; another female 
attendant, a Copt,' perfectly black, whom 
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Lord Nelson had presented her, on his return ^ 
from Egypt,, relieved, her companion. It ' 
would be difficult to convey any adequate 
idea of this Dance; but the Fandango and 
Seguedilla of the Spaniards present an image 
of it. Madame de Stael has likewise at¬ 
tempted to describe it, and has made “ Co- 
rinna” perform it at a Ball in Rome, with the 
Prince of Amalfi, a Neapolitan, for her 
Partner: but she has softened down the vor 
luptuous Features that render it too powerful 
over the Imagination and the Senses. Yet 
she admits the “Melange de Pudeur et de 
Volupte,” inherent in the Exhibition, which 
conveyed an Idea of the Bayaderes or Indian 
dancing Girls. Madame de Stael’s “ Corinna’’ 
could not be more familiar with the Attitudes | 
of the antique Statues, than was Lady Hamil- | 
ton; nor more capable of transporting the ' 
Spectators to Herculaneum, by her accurate 
and picturesque Imitation of the Models . 
there left us, with which she seemed at Times 
to identify herself. Gastagnettes, and the 
Tambour de Basque, constitute essential Ac¬ 
companiments of the Performance; which, 
at its Termination,'from the physical Exer¬ 
tions necessary, left her in a State of Dissqlu- . 
tion, like the Delphic Priestess, overcome by ? 
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the Inspiration of Apollo; or perhaps, more 
like Semele, as Corregio has painted her, 
after her Interviews with Jove. We must re¬ 
collect that the two performers are supposed 
to be a Satyr and a Nymph ; or, rather, a 
Fawn and a Bacchant. It was certainly not 
of a riature to be performed, except before a 
select corhpany; as the screams, attitudes, 
starts, and embraces, with vvhich it was inter¬ 
mingled, gave it a peculiar character. 1 
mentioned it, principally in order to shew 
Sir William Hamilton’s activity and gaiety at 
that advanced period of life. Though a 
finished Courtier, he preserved such an inde- 
pendance of manner, without any mixture of 
servility or adulation, as seemed eminently to 
qualify him for the diplomatic profession. 
His conversation offered a rich diversity of 
Anecdote. With these qualifications, it can¬ 
not excite wonder that he formed the delight 
and ornament of the Court of Naples. No 
foreign Minister, not even the Family Em¬ 
bassadors of France and Spain resident there, 
enjoyed in so eminent a degree the favour or 
affection of His Sicilian Majesty. Nor was 
the attachment of that Prince to Sir William, 
merely limited to hunting, or fishing parties. 
He gave the English Envoy many solid proofs 




MEMOIRS. 


235 


of sincere regard; a regard that extended to 
the British Crown and Nation. One striking 
instance of this partiality took place in June, 
1779, while ! was at Naples. The King of 
Spain, Charles the Third, having written con¬ 
fidentially to his Son Ferdinand, that he should 
probably be induced soon to take part with 
Louis the Sixteenth, by entering into a war 
with Great Britain^ as he efiectively did im¬ 
mediately afterwards; the King of Naples, 
though enjoined by his father to secrecy, 
communicated the letter itself to Sir William 
Hamilton. He even accompanied the dis¬ 
closure, with the assurance of his deep re¬ 
gret at the Adoption of such a line of policy; 
and his own firm determination never to enter 
into the combination against England, though 
himself a Prince of the House of Bourbon, 
and included in the Family Compact” by 
name. Sir William transmitted the - King’s 
communication, as well as his assurance on 
the point, without^delay to Lord -North, then 
first Minister. I received this Anecdote from 
himself at Naples. . 

It was in Sir William’s, and the first Lady 
Hamilton’s company, that I learned a num¬ 
ber of curious, as well as authentic particu- 
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lars, relative to the King and Queen of Naples. 
Ferdinand the Fourth was then in the twenty- 
ninth year of his age; tall, muscular, and ac¬ 
tive in his frame, capable of immense fatigue, 
and apparently formed for long life. . His fea¬ 
tures were coarse and harsh, his nose immo¬ 
derately long, like that of his father and bro¬ 
ther, Charles the Third, and: Charles the 
Fourth, Kings of Spain : but, nevertheless, 
though the component parts of his face might 
separately be esteemed ugly, the general ex¬ 
pression of his countenance had in it some¬ 
thing intelligent, and even agreeable. There 
was an unpolished simplicity, or rather a rude 
nature, in his manner, attitudes, deportment, 
and conversation, which pleased for a double 
reason; on account of its own intrinsic claim 
to be liked, and as being rarely found on a 
Throne, where we naturally expect disguise, 
airtifice, and habits of concealment. Jf he 
conversed little with strangers, he seemed at 
least, when he talked, always to say what he 
thought; and he betrayed no defect of natu¬ 
ral understanding, though he was altogether 
destitute of that elegance and art, which, fre¬ 
quently veil the want of information. He al¬ 
ways reminded me of a Rustic, elevated by 
fortune or accident, to a Crown: but it was 
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an amiable, honest, sensible, well intention- 
ed Rustic, not altogether unworthy of such 
an elevation. 

The Qiieen of Naples, who was not quite 
twenty-seven years old at this time, seemed 
much better fitted to represent the Majesty 
of the Throne, and to do the honors of a 
Court. Though neither possessing beauty of 
face, nor loveliness of person, yet was she 
not absolutely deficient in. either Respect; 
and if her Figure might be esteemed too large, 
still it wanted neither grace, dignity, nor 
even attractions. She is the only Queen 
whom I ever saw weep in public, before a 
crowdof both sexes, assembled in her own Pa¬ 
lace, on a Gala Day. The Festival on which 
I was presented to her, happened to be the 
anniversary of the loss of her eldest son, who 
expired exactly'a year before, in 1778. He 
was a very fine boy, of promising expecta¬ 
tions, to whom his mother was passionately 
attached. The ignorance of the Neapolitan 
Physicians, as it was believed, had caused 
his death: for, being seized with a violent 
sickness and pain in his stomach, from which,* 
an Emetick, promptly administered, might 
probably have relieved him, they had the im- 
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prudence to bleed him, and thereby brought 
on fatal,Convulsions. Such was the dueen’s 
distress, at the recollection of the event which 
had taken place on this painful anniversary, 
that I she was unable to repress her emotions. 
In the Presence Chamber of the Palace at 
Naples, she,stood under a Canopy, her right 
hand held out to the Nobility and Courtiers, 
as they approached to kiss itj holding in her 
left, a handkerchief with which she perpetu¬ 
ally wiped her eyes, that were suffused in 
tears. It was difficult not to be favourably 
impressed towards a Princess, capable of 
giving such an involuntary testimony of her 
maternal tendernessj in a place and situation, 
where it was impossible to suspect her of 
artifice or affectation. 

Having drawn this imperfect outline of 
the King and Queen of Naples, from my own 
personal observations, I shall enumerate some 
of the particulars respecting them, which I 
collected in the course of conversation from 
Sir William or Lady Hamilton. I mean, his 
first wife, who was a most accomplished and 
superior woman. . ' 

“ No European Sovereign, without excep- 
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‘‘ tion,’’; said Sir William, “ has bejen so ill 
educated • as the King of Naples. He is 
** not even mas^r of any language, except 
“ Italian, without making a painful effort ; 
‘‘ and his . ordinary Italian is a Neapolitan 
“ Dialect, such as the lowest of his subjects, 
the Lqzaroni, speak in their intercourse 
with each other. It is true that he nnder- 
“ stands French, and converses in it when in- 
“ dispensable; but he rarely reads any Freiich 
“ Author, and still more rarely attempts to 
write in that language. All the correspon- 
dence that takes place between him and 
“ his Father, the Ring of Spain,, is carried 
‘‘ on in the common Neapolitan Jargon. 
" They write very frequently and largely to 
“ each other; but seldom does this inter- 
“ course embrace political subjects: their 
letters, of which I have seen numbers, 
being filled with accounts of the quantity 
‘‘ and variety of the game respectively killed 
“ by them, in which the great ambition of 
“ each Prince, is to exceed the other. Fer- 
“ dinand, indeed, who scarcely ever, reads, 
considers as the greatest of misfortunes, a 
rainy day, when the weather proves too 
“ bad for him to go out to the chace. On 
such occasions, recourse is had to every 
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“ expedient by which time may be killed, in 
“ order to dissipate His Majesty’s Ennui, 
even to the most puerile and childish pas- 
times. The King’s education was syste- 
“ matically neglected : for Charles the Third, 
“ alarmed at the imbecility of his eldest son, 
“ Philip, Duke of Calabria, who on account 
“ of his recognized debility of understanding, 
“ was wholly set aside from the right of suc- 
cession j strictly ordered, at his departure 
for Spain in 1759, that this, his third son, 
should not be compelled to apply to any 
severe studies, or be made to exert any 
“ close application of mind. 

“ I have frequently seen the unfortunate 
“ Duke of Calabria, who has only been dead 
“ a few years, and who was by his birth, 
heir to the Spanish Monarchy. He at- 
tained to manhood, and was treated with 
“ certain distinctions, having Chamberlains 
“ placed about him in constant attendance, 
“ who watched him with unremitting atten- 
tion; as otherwise he would have commit- 
ted a thousand excesses. Care was particu- 
“ larly taken to keep him from having any 
“ connexion with the other sex, for which he 
“ manifested the strongest propensity; but 
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“ it became at last impossible to prevent him 
“ altogether from attempting to emancipate 
“ himself in this respect. He has many 
“ times eluded the vigilance of his keepers, 
“ and on seeing ladies pass through the 
‘‘ Apartments of the palace, would attack 
‘‘ them with the same impetuosity, as Pan 
“ or the Satyrs are described by Ovid, when 
“ pursuing the Nymphs; and with the same 
“ intentions. More than one Lady of the 
‘‘ Court has been critically rescued from his 
‘‘ embraces. On particular days of the year, 
“ he was allowed to hold a sort of Court or 
‘‘ Levee, when the foreign Ministers repaired 
“ to his Apartments, to pay their compli- 
ments to him : but his greatest amusement 
“ consisted in having his hand held up by his 
‘‘ attendants, while gloves were put upon it, 
“ one larger than another, to the number of 
“ fifteen or sixteen. His Death was justly 
“ considered as a fortunate event, under 
“ such:circumstances of incurable imbecility. 

“ Before the present King fully attained 
“ his seventeenth year, the Marquis Tanucci, 
“ then Prime Minister, by directions sent 
from the Court of Madrid, provided him a 
“ wife. The Archduchess Josepha, one of 
VOL. I. R 
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the daughters of the Empress Maria The- 
‘‘ resa, being selected for Queen of Naples; 

and being represented to young Ferdinand, 
“ as a Princess equally amiable in her mind, 
as she was agreeable in her person; he ex- 
‘‘ pected her arrival with great pleasure, 
mingled even with some impatience. So 
‘‘ much more severely was it natural that he 
should feel the melancholy intelligence, 
“ when it arrived from Vienna, that she was 
dead of the small-pox. In fact, he mani- 
“ fested as much concern at the events as 
could perhaps be expected in a Prince of 
“ his disposition, and at his time of life, for 
‘‘ the death of a person whom he had never 
“ seen. But, a circumstance which greatly 
augmented his chagrin on the occasion 
“ was, it’s being considered indispensable for 
him not to take his usual diversion of hunt- 
“ ing or fishing, on the day that the account 
reached Naples. Ferdinand reluctantly 
submitted to such a painful and unusual 
“ renunciation : but, having consented to it 
“ from a sense of Decorum, he immediately 
“ set about endeavouring to amuse himself 
“ within doors, in the best manner that cir- 
‘‘ cumstances would admit; an attempt in 
“ which he was aided by the Noblemen in 
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" waiting about his person. They began 
therefore with Billiards, a game which His 
“ Majesty likes, and at which he plays with 
“ skill. When they had continued it for 
some time, leap-frog was tried, to which 
“ succeeded various other feats of agility or 
“ gambols. At length, one of the gentle- 
“ men, more ingenious than the others, pro- 
“ posed to celebrate the Funeral of the 
deceased Arch-Duchess. The idea, far 
“ from shocking the King, appeared to him, 
“ and to the whole company, as most enter- 
“ taining; and no reflexions, either on the 
“ indecorum, or want of apparent humanity 
“ in the proceeding, interposed to prevent 
“ its immediate realization. Having se- 
“ lected one of the Chamberlains, as proper, 
, 7 , from his youth and feminine appearance, 
to represent the Princess, they habited him 
in a manner suitable to the mournful occa- 
sipn; laid him out on an open Bier, ac- 
“ cording to the. Neapolitan custom, at inter- 
“ menm and in order to render the Ceremony 
“ more appropriate, as well as more accu- 
“ rately correct, they, marked his face and 
■ hands with Chocolate drops, which were 
“ designed to imitate the Pustules of the 
“ small-pox. .All the Apparatus being readyj 
R 2 
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the funeral procession began, and proceeded 
‘‘ through the principal Apartments of the 
“ Palace at Portici, Ferdinand officiating as 
“ Chief Mourner. Having heard of the 
“ Arch-Duchess’s decease, I had gone thi- 
“ ther on that day, in order to make my con- 
‘‘dolence privately to His Majesty on the 
“ misfortune; and entering at the time, I be- 
‘‘ came an eye-witness of this extraordinary 
“ scene, which, in any other country of Eu- 
‘‘ rope, would be considered as incredible, 
“ and would not obtain belief. 

‘‘ The Arch-Duchess Caroline being sub- 
“ stituted in place of her sister, and'being 
“ soon afterwards conducted from Vienna to 
“ Naples, the King advanced in person, as 
far as the ‘ Portella,’ where the Neapolitan 
“ and Papal territories divide, in order to re- 
“ ceive his new Bride. She was then not 
sixteen years old, and though she could not 
“ by any means be esteemed handsome, yet 
“ she possessed many charms. Ferdinand 
“ manifested on his part, neither ardor nor 
indifference for the Queen. On the morn- 
“ ing after his Nuptials, which took place in 
‘'the beginning of May, 1768, when the 
“ weather was very warm, he rose at an early 
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hour, and went out as usual to the chace, 
“leaving his young wife in bed. Those 
“ Courtiers who accompanied him, having in- 
“ quired of His Majesty how he liked her ; 
“ ‘ Dormk com un amaxzata^ replied he, ‘ et 
“ siida com un Porco' Such an answer would 
“ be esteemed, any where except at Naples, 
“ most indecorous; but here we are famili- 
“ arized to far greater violations of propriety 
“ and decency. Those acts and functions 
“ which are never mentioned in England, and 
“ which are there studiously concealed, even 
“ by the vulgar, here are openly performed. 
“ When the King has made a hearty meal, 
“ and feels an inclination to retire, he com- 
“ monly communicates that intention to the 
“ Noblemen around him in waiting, and se- 
“ lects the favored individuals, whom, as a 
“ mark of predilection, he chuses shall attend 
** him. ‘ Sono ben pransato,* says he, laying 
“ his hand on his Belly, ‘ Adesso bisogna un 
“ * buona panchiata' The persons thus pre- 
“ ferred, then accompany His Majesty, stand 
“ respectfully round him, and amuse him 
“ by their conversation, during the perform- 
“ ance.” 

However strong this fact may appear, and 
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however repugnant to our ideas of decency 5 
it has been for successive Centuries, perfectly 
consonant to the manners of the Italians in 
general, and scarcely less so to those of the 
French. D’Aubigne, a grave writer, in the 
‘^Memoirs of his own Life,^’ does not hesi¬ 
tate to relate in the most circumstantial man¬ 
lier, the narrow escape which Henry the 
Fourth, his master, had of. being knocked on 
the head, while engaged in this necessary 
function. Nay, D’Aubigne composed a 
‘‘ Q,uatram ” on the adventure, which he has 
transmitted to posterity. The story is so na¬ 
turally related, and is so characteristic of the 
Nation, that I can’t resist giving it. in the 
words of the author, which I shall not how¬ 
ever venture to translate. Henry, * who was 
then only King of Navarre, having effected 
his escape from Paris, in 1575, on which oc¬ 
casion D’Aubigne accompanied him; they 
passed the river Seine at Poissy, and soon af¬ 
terwards stopped to refresh themselves in a 
village. Here, says D’Aubigne, the King 
ktant alle faire ses affaires dans un tet h 
cochons, une meille, qui le surprit en cet Hat, 
“ lui auroit fendue la tite par derriere, d'un 
“ coup de Serpe, sans moi qui parai le coup^ 
It is clear from this circumstance, that D’Au- 
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bigne must have been close to his royal mas¬ 
ter at the time. Then follows the ludicrous 
Epitaph which he made for the occasion, on a 
supposition that the old woman had killed the 
King. 

Cy git un Roi, grand par raerveille, 

Qui mourut comme Dieu perinet, 

D’un coup de serpe d’une vieille, 

Ainsi qu’il chioit dans un tet.” 

His predecessor, Henry the Third, it is well 
known, was stabbed in the Belly, of which 
wound he died, in 1589, while sitting on the 
Chaise percee ; in which indecorous situation 
he did not scruple to give audience to Cle¬ 
ment, the regicide Monk, who assassinated 
him. Marshal Suwarrow, in our own time, 
received his Aids du Camp and his General 
Officers, precisely in a similar manner. Ma¬ 
dame de Maintenon, as the Duke de St. Si¬ 
mon informs us, thought those moments so 
precious, that she commonly accompanied 
Louis the Fourteenth to the Garderobe.’* 
So didrLouvois, when Minister of State. The 
Duke de Vendome, while commanding the 
Armies of France in Spain and Italy, at the 
commencement of the last Century, was ac¬ 
customed to receive the greatest personages, 
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on public business, in the same situation. 
We have Cardinal Alberoni’s authority for 
this fact. If we read the account written by 
Du Bois, of the last illness of Louis the Thir¬ 
teenth, we may there see what humiliating 
functions Anne of Austria performed for that 
Prince in the course of his malady; over 
which, an English writer, more fastidious, 
would have drawn a veil. Madempiselle de 
Montpensier, and the Palatine Duchess of 
Orleans, though women of the highest birth 
and rank, as well as of unimpeached conduct, 
conceal nothing on these points, in their writ¬ 
ings. The former, speaking of the Duchess 
of Orleans, her step-mother, second wife of 
Gaston, brother of Louis the Thirteenth, says, 
“ She had contracted a singular habit of al- 
“ ways running into another room, pour se 
** placer sur la Chaise percee, when Dinner was 
“ announced. As she never failed in this 
“ particular, the Grand Maitre, or Lord 
“ Steward of Gaston’s Household, who per- 
formed the ceremony of summoning their 
Royal Highnesses to table; observed, smell- 
ing to his Baton of Office, that there must 
certainly be either Senna or Rhubarb in its 
“ composition, as it invariably produced the 
“ effect of sending the Duchess to the Garde- 
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robe.” I have, myself, seen the late Elee- 
tress Dowager- of Saxony, daughter of the 
Emperor Charles the Seventh, at her own Pa¬ 
lace, in the suburbs of Dresden, rise from the 
table where she was playing, when the roorh 
has been full of company of both sexes s lay 
down her Cards, retire for a few minutes, du¬ 
ring which time the game was suspended, 
and then return, observing to those near her, 
“ J’aipris Medecine aujourdhuy.'^ These cir¬ 
cumstances sufficiently prove that Ferdinand, 
however gross his manners or language seem 
to us, by no means shocked the feelings, or 
excited the disgust of his own Courtiers. 

“ In all the exercises or exertions of the 
‘‘ body, that demand vigour and address,” 
continued Sir AVilliam, “ the King of Naples 
excels. He might have contended for the 
prize at the public Games of ancient 
Greece, at Elis, or at Olympia, with no or- 
“ dinary prospect of success. He likes in 
“ particular, wrestling; and having heard 
that a young Irish Gentleman of the name 
“ of Bourke, who visited Naples not long 
“ since, was an expert Wrestler, he caused it 
“ to be signified, that he should like to try a 
“ fall with that foreigner: but, Bourke had 
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“ the good sense to decline a coixtest for the 
“ honors of the Palaestra, with a crowned 
“head. He dances violently at the Court 
“ Balls; on one of which occasions,. some 
“ years ago, I witnessed a scene truly origi- 
“ nal, as well as comic. When his Brother- 
“ in-law, the Emperor Joseph, being on his 
“ travels, arrived here, a superb Ball was 
given ,in honor of his visit; at which enter* 
“ tainment, however, he declined mixing per- 
“ sonally in the Dance. While his Imperial 
“ Majesty was standing near the dancers, en- 
gaged ia conversation with mej Ferdinand 
“ having gone down the set, and being in a 
“ most profuse state of perspiration, pulled 
“open his waistcoat: then taking Joseph’s 
“ hand, he applied it suddenly tp his own 
“ shirt behind, exclaiming at the same time 
“ ^ Sentite qui, Fratello mio* The Emperor 
“ instantly withdrew his hand, not without 
manifesting great discomposure; and the 
“ two Sovereigns remained for a few seconds, 
“ looking in each other’s faces. Surprize 
was equally painted in the features of both; 
“ for, as the one had never before been invited 
“ to try such an experiment, so the other 
“ had never found any individual who did 
not esteem himself honored by the famili* 
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arity. I had no little difficulty to restrain 
“ the muscles of my countenance on the 
“ occasion. 


Joseph, who held his Brother-in-law’s 
understanding in great contempt, endea- 
voiired to assume over him the sort of supe- 
“ riority, arrogated by a strong, over a weak 
“ mind. But Ferdinand, though confessedly 
“ his inferior in cultivation and refinementV 
“ was by no means disposed to adopt his po- 
“ litical opinions or ideas. He even manii 
“ fested, in various conversations, and on 
many occasions, that, defective as his edu- 
‘‘ cation had been, he possessed as much 
plain sense, and even aciite discernment, 
“ as the Emperor, or his Brother Leopold, 
“ Grand Duke of Tuscany. Joseph did not 
“ indeed inspire any very high admiration, 
by his deportment, or general conduct; 
‘‘while he remained at Naples. He was ir- 
ritable, and even irascible, where he should 
have shewn good humour, or command of 
“ temper. I accompanied him to the summit 
of Vesuvius, and with concern saw him 
“ break his cane over the shoulders of the 
“ Guide, Bartolomeo, for some slight offence 
“ which he had given his Imperial Majesty. 
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‘‘ Ferdinand’s passions are all swallowed up 
“ in his rage for the pleasures of the field; 
“ hunting, shooting, and fishing.: for, this 
“ last diversion, peculiarly adapted to the cli- 
“ mate of Naples, miist be included in the 
number. He thinks no fatigue, and no pri- 
“ vations, too great for its indulgence. The 
“ quantity of game, by which I principally 
mean deer, wild boar of all ages, and stags 
“ of every kind, preserved in the Royal woods 
‘5 or parks, at Astruni, at Caserta, Caccia 
“ Bella, and other places; exceeds belief. 
“ And tlip slaughter made of. them in some of 
the hunting,parties, is equally beyond ere* 
dibility. I have frequently seen a heap; 
“ composed only of the offal or bowels; 

reaching as high as ,my head, and many 
“ feet in circumference. The King rarely 
“ misses a shot; but, when he is tired with 
killing, then commences another operation. 
“ He next dissects the principal pieces of 
“ game, of which he sends presents to favored 
“ Courtiers; or distributes it among his at- 
“ tendants. In order to perform this part of 
“ the diversion, he strips, puts on a flannel 
“ dress, takes the knife in hand, and, with in- 
“ conceivable dexterity cuts up the animal. 
“ No carcass-butcher in Smithfield can ex- 
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" ceed him in anatomical ability; but he is 
frequently besmeared with blood from head 
“ to foot, before he has finished, and exhibits 
‘‘ an extraordinary spectacle, not easily to be 
“imagined. The Queen herself is some- 
“ times obliged to be present at the scene, 
“ though more, as may be supposed, in com- 
“ pliance with the King’s wish, than from 
“ her own inclination. He is equally indefa- 
5‘ tigable on the water, in harpooning or in 
“ catching fish; particularly the Pesce Spa- 
“ da, or Sword-fish; and he neither regards 
heat, nor cold, nor hunger^ nor danger. 
On these occasions, he is usually or always 
“ attended by a number of chosen Liparots, 
“ natives of the Li pari islands, who have 
“ been in all Ages most expert sailors, divers, 
and fishermen. 

“ It is thus that Ferdinand passes the 
“ greatest portion of his time ; while the 
“ Potentates of Germany, England, France, 
“ and Spain, are engaged in war. Not that 
“ he is indifferent to the felicity of his sub- 
“ jects, or regardless of the security and 
“ prosperity of his dominions. On the con- 
“ trary, his heart, which is animated with 
“ the best emotions towards his people, im- 
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pels him to manifest it by all his measures: 
but his defects of education, render him 
shy, embarrassed, and awkward; nor have 
" his Ministers any wish to awaken, or to 
'^ invigorate, the faculties of his mind. Nei- 
f' ther Tanucci, who governed Naples dur- 
ing his Minority, nor Sambuca, ,the pre- 
sent First Minister, desire to.isee him as- 
suine ah active part in the administration 
" of public affairs. The Chevalier Acton, 
who is at the head of the "Marine, has 
" however begun to put the Neapolitan 
Navy in a more respectable, condition, 
" than ;it has been for several Centuries. 
" Already it affords some protection to the 
" coasts of Calabria and of Sicily.j which 
f' have been perpetually infested, by the 
" Algerines, Tunisians, and other Pirates; 
" who were accustomed to land, and to carry 
" off whole villages into slavery, precisely 
" as Dragut and Barbarossa did, two hun- 
" dred years ago. Such .calamities are even 
" now by no means unusual. .It is a fact, 
" that I narrowly escaped,, myself, some 
" time, since, in one of my maritime excur- 
" sions round the Southern Provinces of the 
" Kingdom , being surprized in a Sparonara, 
while lying close under Cape Spartivento. 
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Lady Hamilton was of the party, and' 
“ those Barbarians would not have respected 
“ my official character; nor still less would 
‘‘ they have regarded the reclamations of 
this Government. 

The power of the Neapolitan Kings is' 
“ moreover fettered by many impediments 
“ which would be very difficult to surmount, 
‘‘ even for a Prince of the greatest talents; or 
‘‘ of the most vigorous character. In Apu- 
lia, as well as in Calabria and Sicily, the 
great feudal Barons still retain privileges, 
“ that render them almost independant of the 
“ Crown; and which they consider as impre- 
“ scriptible, having constituted their birth- 
right for Ages, under the various Dynasties 
“ that have reigned over this beautiful Coun- 
try. The Church enjoys revenues and im- 
munities, not less incompatible in many 
respects, with civil order and obedience. 
“ But, Ferdinand is greatly beloved by his 
‘‘ people, who know, and who do justice, 
“ to his good intentions. He is even far 
“ more popular than the Qiieen. That Prin- 
" cess, who possesses an active mind, and 
“ very considerable parts, as well as ambition 
“ and lore of power, has assumed a share in 
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the Administration, for which she is by no 
means unqualified : yet is she less esteemed 
than her husband j who, if he is not ar- 
“ dently attached to her as a wife, treats 
“ her at least with great consideration, kind- 
ness, and confidence. They live together 
in conjugal union, though Her Majesty is 
“ not exempt from the frailties and weak- 
“ nesses rof her. sex. Indeed, the air, man- 
“ ners, and society of this Capital, are all 
very ihimicab to female virtue. From the 
time of the first Jane, Queen of Naples, 
“ so famous in the Annals of gallantry, 
“ down to the present day, these countries 
have exhibited scenes of dissolute pleasure, 
“ or rather, of unrestrained licentiousness, 
“ They will probably ever so remain. Yet,” 
concluded Sir William, “ if 1 were compelled 
“ to be a King, I would choose Naples for 
“ my Kingdom. Here, a Crown lias fewer 
“ thorns, than: in any other country. His 
“ very want of political power, ensures his 
“ repose; and the storms which desolate 
“ Europe, pass over his head. Placed at the 
“ extremity of Italy, he is removed out of the 
“ way of contest and hostility. A delicious 
“ climate, shores, to which the Romans re- 
“ tired when masters of the world, in order 
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to enjoy a luxury unattainable elsewhere, 
and which are still covered with the re- 
mains of Roman splendour, or Grecian 
magnificence; all the productions of the 
Levant, which are to be found here, 
blended with those of the Mediterranean; 
“ a splendid Capital, Palaces, wood, game, 
“ every thing seems assembled in this en- 
“ chanting Bay, that can conduce to human 
“ enjoyment. Such is the favored position, 
“ and the enviable lot of Ferdinand the 
“ Fourth.” Such, indeed, as here described, 
it might be considered without exaggeration, 
in 1779; though during the awful convulsions 
which have shaken Europe since that'peribd, 
produced by the French Revolution,' his situa¬ 
tion has undergone a material change. 

The impunity with which the great Nobi¬ 
lity. perpetrated the most atrocious crimes, 
and the facility that they found in evading 
enquiry, or in eluding justice, constituted at 
that time, one of the worst features of the 
Neapolitan Administration. Lady Hamilton, 
who had been several years resident at Naples, 
where she died not long afterwards, related 
to me various instances illustrative of this 
fact. “ Some time ago,” said she, “ a Si- 
YOL. I. S 
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“ cilian Lady of high rank, was by order of 
“ the Court, brought prisoner here, front 
“ that Island. She had committed so many 
** assassinations or murders, that her own re- 
“ lations having denounced her, called on 
“ the Government to arrest the further course 
“ of her crimes. It was believed that she 
“ had dispatched ten or eleven persons, by 
‘‘ the dagger, or by poison; particularly by 
“ that species of poison, denominated ‘ Aqua 
“ tophana' I had the curiosity to visit her, 
“ during her confinement. She received me 
‘‘ in her bed, sat up, conversed with great 
“ cheerfulness, offered me Chocolate and 
“ other refreshments, and seemed to be per- 
“ fectly at her ease. In her person she was 
“ delicate, feminine, and agreeable, her 
manners polite and gentle. Her age did 
not exceed .three or four and twenty. 
“ From her deportment, one could not have 
suspected her to be capable of such atro- 
“ cities. Though her guilt was unquestion- 
“ able, she was not put to death. Confine- 
“ ment for life, in a Convent of a severe Or- 
der, together with certain acts of religious 
mortification or penance, which they are 
“ compelled to undergo;—these constitute 
the punishments .usually inflicted herej on 
culprits of high Birth.” 
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The vicinity of the Northern Provinces of 
the kingdom of Naples, to the Papal territo¬ 
ries ; and the ease with which malefactors of 
both countries, respectively gained an Asy¬ 
lum, by passing the frontiers j opened another 
door to the commission of the most flagitious 
acts. Conversing one day, at Portici, on 
this subject, with Lady Hamilton, she re¬ 
lated to me the following story, which I shall 
endeavour to give in her own words. About 
“ the year 1743, a person of the name of 
“ Ogilvie, an Irishman by birth, who prac- 
“ tised Surgery with great reputation at 
“ Rome, and who resided not far from the 
“ * Piazza di Spagna,* in that city; being in 
“ bed, was called up to attend some strangers 
“ who demanded his professional assistance. 
“ They stopped before his house, in a Coach^ 
and on his going to the door, he found two 
“ men masked, by whom he was desired to 
“ accompany them immediately, as the case 
which brought them, admitted of no delay, 
“ and not to omit taking with him his lan- 
“ cets. He complied, and got into the 
“ Coach 5 but, no sooner had they quitted the 
“ Street in which he resided, than they in- 
“ formed him that he must submit to have his 
“ Eyes bandaged; the person to whom they 
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‘‘ were about to conduct him, being a lady of 
“ rank,whose name/and place of abode, it 
was indispensable to conceal. To this re- 
^^'quisition he’likewise submitted; and after 
driving through a number of Streets,'appa- 
rently with a view to prevent his forming 
‘‘ any accurate idea of the part of the city to 
‘‘ which he was conducted, the carriage at 
“ length stopped. The two gentlemen- his 
“ companions, then alighting, and-each tak- 
“ ing him by the arm, conducted'him into a 
“ house. ' Ascending a narrow staircase, they 
“ entered an Apartment,' where he was re- 
“ leased from the bandage tied over his Eyes. 
“ One of them next acquainted him, that it 
“ being necessary to put out of life a lady 
“ who had dishonored her family, they had 
“ chosen him to perform the office, knowing 
“ his professional skill'j that he would find 
“ her in the ac^oining chamber^ prepared to 
“ submit to her fate 5 and that he must open 
“ her veins with as much expedition as possi- 
“ ble; a service, for the^'execution of which, 
■“ he should receive a liberal recompence. 

' “ Ogilvie at first peremptorily refused to 
“ commit an act; so highly repugnant to his 
“ feelings. ' »But, the two: strangers assured 
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" him, with solemn denunciations of venge-. 
" ance, that his refusal could only prove fatal 
to himselfi without affording the slightest 
assistance to the object of his compassion;^ 
“that her.doom was.irrevocable, and that 
“ unless he chose to participate a similar fate, 
“ he must submit to execute the office im- 
“ posed on him. , Thus situated, and finding 
“ all entreaty or remonstrance -vain, he en- 
“ tered the;room, where he.found a Lady, of 
“ a most interesting figure, and appearance, 
apparently - in the bloom of youth. She 
“ was habited in a loose undress; and im- 
“ mediately afterwards,: a female, attendant 
“ placed before her a ,large tub filled with 
“ vvarm: water, in which she immersed her 
“ legs. Far from.opposing any impediment 
“ to the act which , she knew he was sent to 
“perform, the Lady assured him of her per- 
“ feet resignation; entreating him;to put the 
“ sentence passed.on her into execution, with 
“ as little delay as possible. She added, that 
“ she was. well aware, no pardon, could be 
“ hoped for from those,who had devoted her 
“ to death, which alone could expiate her 
“ trespass: felicitating herself that his huma- 
nity would abbreviate her sufferings,, and 
“ soon: terminate their duration. 
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After a short conflict with his own mind, 
“ perceiving no means of extrication or of 
“ escape, either for the Lady, or for himself j 
“ being moreover urged to expedite his work, 
“ by the two persons without, who, impatient 
“ at his reluctance, threatened to exercise vio- 
“ lence on him, if he procrastinated; Ogilvie 
took out his lancet, opened her veins, and 
bled her to death in a short time. The 
gentlemen having carefully examined the 
body, in order to ascertain that she was no 
“ more; after expressing their satisfaction, 
offered him a purse of Zechim, as a re- 
muneration; but he declined all recom- 
pense, only requesting to be conveyed from 
“ a scene, on which he could not reflect 
without horror. With this entreaty they 
“ complied, and having again applied a band- 
“ age to his Eyes, they led him down the 
“ same staircase, to the Carriage. But, it 
being narrow, in descending the steps, he 
“ contrived to leave on one, or both of the 
walls, unperceived by his conductors, the 
marks of his fingers, which vrere stained 
“ with Blood. After observing precautions 
similar to those used in bringing him thi- 
therfrom his own house, he was conducted 
“ home; and at parting, the two Masques 
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charged him, if he valued his life, never to 
divulge, and if possible, never to think, on 
the past transaction. They added, that if 
“ he should embrace any measutes, with a 
view to render it public, or to set on foot 
“ an inquiry into it, he should be infallibly 
immolated to tlieir revenge. Having final- 
ly dismissed him at his own door, they 
drove off, leaving him to his reflexions. ^ 

On the subsequent morning, after great 
irresolution, he determined, at whatever 
risk to his personal safety, not to partici- 
pate, by concealing so enormous a crime. 
It formed, nevertheless, a delicate and difii- 
cult undertaking to substantiate the charge, 
as he remained altogether ignorant of the 
“ place to which he had been carried, or of 
the name and quality of the Lady whom 
‘‘ he had deprived of life. Without suffering 
himself however to be deterred by these 
“ considerations, he waited on the Secretary 
of the Apostolic Chamber, and acquainted 
“ him with every particular; adding, that if 
the Government would extend to him pro- 
“ tection, he did not despair of finding the 
‘‘ House, and of bringing to light the perpe- 
trators of the deed. Benedict the Four- 
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“ teenth, (Lambertini), who then occupied 
the Papal chair, had no sooner received 
‘f the information, than he immediately com- 
“ menced the most active measures for dis- 
covering the. offenders. A guard of the 
“ Sbirri, or Officers of Justice, was'appointed 
‘‘ by his order,.to accompany Ogilvie^ who 
‘^judging from various circumstances, that 
“ he had been. conveyed out of. the city of 
“ Rome, began by visiting the Villas scat- 
“ tered .without the walls of that Metropolis. 

His search, proved ultimately successful. 
“ In the . Villa . Papa Julio, constructed by 
“ Pope Julius the.Third, fdel Monte) he there 
“ found the bloody marks left on. the wall by 
“ his fingers, at the same time that he recog- 
“ nized the Apartment in which he had put 
“ to death, the Lady. : The Palace belonged 
to the Duke de Bracciano, the chief of 
“ which illustrious family, and liis Brother, 
had committed the murder,, in the person 
“ of their .own Sister. They no sooner found 
“ that it was discovered, than they fled to this 
“ city, where they easily eluded the pursuit 
“ of justice. .After, remaining here for some 
“ time, they obtained a pardon, by the exer- 
“ tions of their powerful friends, on payment 
“ of a considerable fine to the Apostolic 
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“ Chamber, and under the further condition 
of affixing over the Chimney-piece of the 
room where the crime: had been pCrpe- 
“ trated, a plate of Copper, commemorating 
the transaction,' and their penitence.' This 
“ plate, together with the inscription, still 
“ continued to exist there till within these 
‘‘few years.” ■ ■ ’ 

However extraordinary many circumstances 
of this story may appear, similar events or 
accounts have been circulated and believed in 
other countries of Europe. I have often been 
assured, both at Vienna, and in various places 
of the German Empire, that an occurrence 
not less romantic, and more enigmatical in its 
nature, took place in 1774, or 1775 3 for some 
uncertainty prevailed as to the precise: time 
when the fact, was pretended to have hap¬ 
pened. It is well known that the ‘‘ Bour- 
reau,”. or public Executioner of the city of 
Strasburgh, although that jjlace Has formed a 
part of the French Monarchy ever since the 
reign'of Louis the Fourteenth j yet was fre¬ 
quently employed during a great part of the 
last Century, to execute the functions of his 
Office, on the other side of the Rhine, in Swa¬ 
bia, on the Territories of Baden, and in the 
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Brisgaw, all which Countries constitute a por¬ 
tion of Germany. Some persons who arrived 
at Strasburgh about the period to which I 
have alluded j having repaired, as it is said, 
to the house of the Executioner, during, the 
night,^ demanded that he should instantly ac¬ 
company them out of the town, in order to 
execute a Criminal of condition; for which 
service he should, of course, receive a liberal 
remuneration. They particularly enjoined 
him to bring the heavy two-edged Sword with 
which he was accustomed, in the discharge 
of his ordinary functions, to behead malefac¬ 
tors. Being placed in a Carriage with his 
conductors, he passed the Bridge over the 
river, to Kehl, the first town on the Eastern 
bank of the Rhine; where they acquainted 
him that he had a considerable journey to 
perform; the object of which must be care¬ 
fully concealed, as the person intended to be 
put to death, was an individual of great dis¬ 
tinction. They added, that he must not op¬ 
pose their taking the proper precautions to 
prevent his knowing the place to which he 
was conveyed. He acquiesced, and allowed 
them to hoodwink him. On the second day 
they arrived at a moated Castle, the draw¬ 
bridge of which being lowered, they drove 
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into the court. After waiting a considerable 
time, he was then conducted into a spaci¬ 
ous hall, where stood a Scaffold hung With 
black cloth,, and in the Centre was placed a 
stool or chair. A female shortly made her 
appearance, habited in deep mourning, her 
face wholly concealed by a veil. She was led 
by two persons, who, when she was seated, 
having first tied her hands, next fastened.her 
legs with cords. As far as he could form any 
judgment from her general figure, he consi¬ 
dered her to have ^passed the period of youth. 
Not a word was uttered; neither did she 
make any complaints, nor attempt any resist¬ 
ance. When all the preparations for her Exe¬ 
cution were completed, on a signal given, he 
unsheathed the instrument of punishment, 
according to the practice adopted in the Ger¬ 
man Empire, where the Axe is rarely, or 
never, used for decapitation; and her head 
being forcibly held up by the hair, he severed 
it, at a smgle stroke, from her body. With¬ 
out allowing him to remain mOre than a few 
minutes, he was then handsomely rewarded, 
conducted back to Kehl, by the same persons 
who had brought him to the place, and set 
down at the end of the Bridge leading to 
Strasburgh. 
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I have heard the, question frequently agi¬ 
tated, during my residence in Germany, and 
many different opinions stated, relative to the 
Lady thus asserted to have been put to death. 
The most generally adopted belief rested on 
the Princess of Tour and Taxis, Augusta Eli¬ 
zabeth, daughter of Charles Alexander, Prince 
of Wirtemberg. , She had been married, at a 
very early period of life, to Charles Anselm, 
Prince of .Tour and Taxis. Whether it pro¬ 
ceeded from .mutual incompatibility of cha¬ 
racter, or, as was commonly pretended, from 
the Princess’s intractable and ferocious dispo¬ 
sition, the marriage proved eminently unfor¬ 
tunate in its results. She was accused of hav¬ 
ing repeatedly attempted to take away her 
husband’s, life, particularly while they were 
walking together near the Castle of Donau- 
Stauff, on the high bank overhanging the Da¬ 
nube,, when she endeavoured to precipitate 
him into, the river. It is certain, that about 
the year 1773, or 1774', a final separation took 
place between.them, at the Prince’s solicita¬ 
tion, The. reigning Duke of Wirtemberg, 
her Brother, to, ^yhose custody she was con¬ 
signed, caused her to be closely immured in a 
Castle within his own dominions, where she 
was strictly guarded, no access being allowed” 
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to her. Of the last mentioned fact, there is 
little doubt; but it may be considered as 
much more problematical, whether she was 
the person put to death by the Executioner 
of Strasburgh. I have dined, in the Autumn 
of the year 1778, with the Prince of-Tour and 
Taxis, at his Castle or seat of Donau-Stauff, 
near the northern bank of the Danube, a; few 
miles from the city of Ratisbon.. He was then 
about forty-five years of age, and his wife was 
understood to be in confinement. I believe 
that her Decease was not formally announced 
as having taken place, till many years subse¬ 
quent to 1778 : but this circumstance' by no 
means militates against the possibility of her 
having suffered by a more summary process, 
if her conduct had exposed her to merit it; 
and if it was thought proper to inflict upon 
her capital punishment. The private Annals 
of the great Houses and Sovereigns of the 
German Empire, if they were divulged, would 
furnish numerous instances of similar severity 
exercised in their own families, during the se¬ 
venteenth and eighteenth Centuries. Some 
of these stories might realize the tragical Ad¬ 
ventures commemorated by Boccace, or re¬ 
lated by Margaret, Queen of Navarre, sister 
of Francis the First, in her Tales; ” which 
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last, however romantic some of them may 
appear, are not fictions, but faithful delinea¬ 
tions of the Gallantries or Crimes that took 
place in the Court of Pau, where she resided, 
near the foot of the Pyrenees. Count Ko- 
nigsmarck fell a victim, at Hanover,, to the 
resentment of Ernest Augustus, father of 
King George the First: and we know how 
narrowly the great Frederic, afterwards King 
of Prussia, escaped falling by the same wea¬ 
pon which beheaded his companion Katt, ar¬ 
bitrarily sacrificed by Frederic William the 
First, for only endeavouring to facilitate the 
Prince’s evasion from his father’s Court. 

While I am engaged on the subject of ex¬ 
traordinary events, I shall record one more 
fact, which may appear equally curious with 
either of the stories that I have just recounted. 
During the first Winter that I passed at Vi¬ 
enna, in 1778, I became acquainted with the 
Count and Countess Podotski. She was one 
of the most beautiful and accomplished 
women of high rank, whom I have seen on 
the Continent. Her husband, a great Polish 
Nobleman, hereditary Cup-bearer, or “Grand 
Echanson” of the Crown, had becpme in 
some measure an Austrian Subject, in con- 
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sequence of the first partition of Poland, 
which took place in 1772. His patrimonial 
Estates lying principally in that Southern 
Portion of the kingdom which fell to the 
share of Maria Theresa, he of course repaired 
frequently to Vienna; between which Capital 
and Warsaw he divided his time. During 
the . Winter of 1776, as the Count and 
Countess Podotski were on their way from 
Vienna to Cracow, the wolves which abound 
in the Carpathian Mountains, rendered more 
than ordinarily bold and ferocious, in con¬ 
sequence of the severity of the season; de¬ 
scending in great numbers, began to follow 
the Carriage between the two little towns of 
Oswiezk and Zator; the latter of which places 
is only a few Leagues distant from Cracow. 
Of two servants who attended him, one had 
been sent forward to Zator, for. the purpose 
of procuring post horses. The other, a Hey- 
due, to whom he was much attached on ac¬ 
count of his fidelity, finding the wolves 
rapidly gaining ground on them, rode up, 
and exhorted the Count to permit him to 
abandon to these animals his horse; as such 
a prey would naturally arrest their im-' 
petuosity, and allow time for the Count and 
Countess to reach Zator. Podotski im- 
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mediately agreed to the proposal; and the 
mounting behind the Carriage, left 
his horse, who was soon overtaken, and torn 
in a thousand pieces. 

They, continued their journey meanwhile 
with all possible speed, in the hope of getting 
to the town, from which they were at an 
inconsiderable ^distance. But, their horses 
were bad; and the wolves, become more 
ravenous, as well as eager, by having tasted 
Blood, already were nearly up with them. 
In this extremity, the Heyduc said to his 
master, ‘'There is only one way left to save 
‘‘ us. We shall, all be devoured in a few 
“ minutes. I am ready to sacrifice myself, 
“ by going to meet the wolves, if you will 
“ swear to be a father to my wife and chil- 
“ dreii. ' I shall, be destroyed.; but, while 
“ they are occupied.in falling upon me, you 
“ may escape.” ; Podotski, after a moment’s 
reluctance to accept, such an offer, pressed 
nevertheless by the prospect of imminent de¬ 
struction to them all, and seeing no prospect 
of any other means of extrication, consented; 
and assured.him, that if he were capable of 
devoting himself for their common preserva¬ 
tion, his family should find in him a constant 
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protector. The Heyduc instantly descending, 
advanced to meet the wolves, who surrounded 
and soon dispatched him. But, his mag-; 
iianimous sacrifice of himself, by checking 
the ardour ' of their pursuit, allowed Count 
Podotski time to reach the gates of Zator in 
safety. I ought not to omit that the Heydud 
was a Dissident or Protestant^ while his mas¬ 
ter professed the Catholic religion ; a circum¬ 
stance which greatly added to the merit and 
effect of the sacrifice, r believe Count Po¬ 
dotski most religiously fulfilled his engage¬ 
ment, to befriend the fahiily of his faithful 
servant.^ For the honour of human nature," 
we ought not to suppose it possible that he 
could fail on such a point. I cannot say 
that I have heard him relate this story^ him¬ 
self;, but I have received! it from those 
persons who knew its authenticity, and who 
recounted it to ine at Vienna, while the 
Count was engaged in the same room at 
Play, in the Hotel of the French Embas¬ 
sador, the Baron de Breteuil, only about two 
years after it took place. An instance of 
more prompt, cool, and generous self-de-' 
votion; is perhaps not to be found in the 
History of mankind; nor ought its value to 
be in any Degree diminished by the con- 
•VOL I. . T 
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sideration, that even if the Heyduc had not 
acted as he did, they must all probably have, 
perished together. . w 

I • ' ■ - ' ' ' 

If Naples, in 1779, offered a number of 
enchanting objects to the imagination and 
the senses; Florence, where I likewise pas¬ 
sed a considerable time in the same year, 
presented others not less captivating to the 
mind. The Palazzo Vecchio,” once in¬ 
habited by the elder Cosmo, and by Lorenzo 
de’ Medicis: names which will be for ever 
venerated; r— the Chapel of St. Lorenzo, 
where reposed the remains of so many Prin¬ 
ces of that illustrious family, whose Monu¬ 
ments were actorned by the hand of Michael 
Angelo;—the Gallery constructed for the 
reception of all those: Master-pieces of 
ancient, and of modern Genius, which Taste 
and Expense had collected in the lapse of 
Ages;—even the surrounding Scenery, the 
River Arno, Fiesole, Vallombrosa, and every 
object, awakened classic, or poetic recol¬ 
lections. Sir Horace Mann, who was then 
the British Minister at the Court of Tuscany,, 
had outlived the . extinction of the House of 
Medicis; for which Race of Princes, however, 
he seemed to preserve the same predilection, 
which Brantome always manifests for the 
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Family of Valois. He remembered, and per¬ 
sonally knew, the last Grand Duke of the 
Medicea,n line, John .Gaston, who died in. 
1737; and in consequence of whose Decease 
without issue, those beautiful Countries, con¬ 
stituting his Dominions, were finally trans-s 
ferred to a Prince of Lorrain. 

Conversing one . day with Sir Horace 
Mann, on this topic, which always excited 
his regretj “John Gaston,” observed he to 
me, “ was one of the most superior and ac- 
“ complished men, whom the present Cen- 
tury has witnessed, if his immoderate pur- 
“ suit of pleasures had not enervated his 
mind, and debilitated.his frame. He be- 
“ came, long before his death, incapable of 
“ continuing his family: but that inability 
“ did not produce its extinction. A sort of 
“ fatality seemed to overhang the House of 
“ .Medicis, and to render ineffectual all the 
“ measures adopted' for its prolongation. 
“ When the fact became perfectly, ascer- 
“ tained, that John Gaston,could not per- 
‘^.petuate his line, the Cardinal. Hippolito de’ 
“ Medicis, his Uncle, was selected for that 
“ purpose; and a Dispensation from bis 
“ ecclesiastical vows, was obtained from the 
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Papal See. The only, and the indispens- 
able object of the Marriage, being the 
‘‘ attainment of heirs male to the Grand 
“ Duchy, in order to prevent its seizure by 
foreign violence, or its incorporation with 
the Austrian, French, or Spanish Mo- 
‘‘ narchies^ all Italy was searched, to find 
“ a young and handsome Princess, from 
whom might be expected a numerous 
“ family. A Princess of Mirandola, on 
“ whom the selection fell, seemed to unite 
“ every requisite qualification. The Nup- 
“ tials were solemnized ; and the Bridegroom 
“ being of a feeble Constitution, as well as 
“ advanced in life, it was plainly insinuated 
“ to the Lady, that for reasons of state ne- 
“ cessity, connected with the very political 
“ existence of Tuscany under the reigning 
“ House, she must produce an heir. The 
“ most agreeable youths and Pages about the 
“ court were purposely thrown in her way, 
“ and every facility was furnished, that might 
“ conduce to the accomplishment of the ob- 
“ ject. But, so sacredly did she observe the 
“ marriage vow, that no seductions could 
“ make an impression on her, and she re- 
“ mained without issue. Her husband died, 
“ and was followed by John Gaston. France 
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having acquired Lorrain, and Don Qarlos 
being made Sovereign of Naples, Tuscany 
“ vvas delivered over, as a conquered or for- 
feited Country, to Francis, .Duke of Lor- 
rain. But, no sooner had these events 
taken place, than Hippolito’s widow, who 
had surmounted every temptation to in- 
constancy during his life, gave the reins 
to her inclinations, and brought into the 
world two or three children, within a few 
“ years. It vvas thus that Florence, the re- 
“ positpry of SP many invaluable monuments 
of Greek and Roman Sculpture, collected 
“ during successive Centuries, by the Princes 
of Medicis, passed into the Austrian Fa- 
mily.” Sir Horace little foresaw at that 
time, the new Revolutions impending; over 
Tuscany, about to issue froni the Volcano of 
the French Revolution. 

That beautiful Country, the cradle of the 
fine Arts in 1779, under the mild and paren¬ 
tal government of the Grand Duke Leopold, 
enjoyed a great degree of felicity, as well as 
prosperity: perhaps as much, or more, than 
at any period of it’s History j either when a 
Commonwealth, or under the House of Me¬ 
dicis. While his father, Francis, retained the 
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Sovereignty of Tuscany, it was considered 
only as^a detached Province of the Austrian 
Motiarchyi rarely visited; and the internal Ad¬ 
ministration ^of which, Francis committed to 
Germans, or to subjects of Lorrain. But, with 
the accession of Leopold, Florence assumed a 
new aspect; and though he occasionally re¬ 
paired to Vienna, in order to pay his duty to 
the Empress Maria Theresa his mother, yet 
he was not partial to the climate or manners 
of Austria; He loved the banks of the Arrio ; 
dividing his time between the occupations of 
civil Governnient, the education of his nu¬ 
merous family, which he superintended in 
person with great care; and the researches of 
natural Philosophy, particularly Chymistry; 
for which last mentioned pursuit, like the 
Tmperor Francis, he nourished a strong pre¬ 
dilection. In imitation of other royal Philo¬ 
sophers, ancient and modern, with the single 
Exception, I believej of the great Frederic, 
King of Prussia; he sought in the gratifica¬ 
tions of female society, the best relief from 
the toils and cares of State. The Countess 
Cowper was at this time distinguished by his 
attachment; and the exertion of his interest 
with Joseph the Second his brother, procured 
her husband. Lord Cowper, to be created 
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^oon afterwards a Prince of the German Em¬ 
pire: an honor, which I believe, had not 
been conferred on any English subject, since 
the beginning of the last Century, when John 
Churchill, the great Duke of Marlborough, 
was raised to the dignity of Prince of Milden- 
heim, by the Emperor Joseph the First, after 
the merhorable victory of Blenheim, 

While I am engaged on the subject of the 
two Brothers, Joseph and Leopold, who were 
successively Emperors of Germany, I shall 
say a few words relative to both these Princes. 
The reign of Joseph, comprizing more than 
nine years, from November 1780, to Fe¬ 
bruary 1790 , may be considered as one of 
the most unfortunate and injurious to the 
House of Austria, which occurs in the An¬ 
nals of that family. He possessed, never¬ 
theless, many eminent virtues; activity, fru¬ 
gality, enlargement of mind, facility of access, 
indefatigable application, great renunciation 
of pleasure, the desire of acquiring know¬ 
ledge, and of ameliorating the condition of 
his people. But he was theoretical, preci¬ 
pitate, ambitious, and led astray by his 
anxiety to appear, like his contemporary, 
Frederic the Second, King of Prussia, his 
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own General . and Minister. That great 
Prince last named/became himself, on more' 
than one occasion, during the Seven years 
war,” the victim of his temerity or pertinacity 
in rejecting the advice of his commanders. 
Joseph attempted, with far inferior talents, to 
conduct the. military operations; but disaster 
perpetually attended him in the iield. Lau- 
dohn was reduced to the necessity of forcing 
him to quit the camp .in: Lower Hungary, 
during the war carried on. against the Turks; 
and his arms never penetrated beyond the 
Danube, into Servia, till he left the army, 
and retired to Vienna. His alliance with 
Catherine the Second, and his visits to the 
Crimea, of which the Prince de Ligne has 
given us such amusing details; produced no 
permanent advantages to his Crown, or be.- 
nefit to his people. We know that he ,had 
actually made with the Russian Empress, a 
partition Qf all the European portion of the 
Turkish. Dominions, and of some of the 
Asiatic Provinces lying along the shore of 
the Black Sea: but the two Sovereigns found 
it easier to divide Poland, than to dismember 
Turkey. Joseph’s imprudent, arbitrary, and 
impolitic infractions of the privileges, or con¬ 
stitutional Tights of his subjects, when ag- 
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gravated hy his suppression of many of the 
Monastic establishments; produced either an 
insurrection, or a dangerous fermentation 
among the Himgarians, and throughout the 
Austrian Netherlands. While he fondly anr 
ticipated the conquest, ofi the Ottoman Pro-r 
vinces beyond Belgrade, which Prince Eur 
gene had subjected seventy years earlier; the 
Hungarians opened a. secret. Negociation, of 
the most dangerous nature, with the Court of 
Berlih ; and the Flemings overturned the Im^ 
perial t.Government at Brussels. Even the 
Archduchy of Austria, and the Kingdom of 
Bohemian hianifested symptoms of disaffec¬ 
tion: while the French Revolution, which 
had commenced in the Summer of.1789, ad¬ 
vancing with gigantic steps towards Demo¬ 
cracy, Ariarchy, and Violence, painfully at¬ 
tracted his attention on that vulnerable qiiarr 
ter. Such was the critical and convulsed 
state of the Austrian Monarchy, when Joseph 
expired at Vienna, in the Spring of 1790, at 
the age of forty-nine; extenuated by diseases, 
caused or accelerated in their progress, by 
his ovihi irritability of temper, agitation of 
mind, and the embarrassment of his affairs. 

Leppold, who succeeded him, and who was 
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unquestionably a Prince of deep reflexion, en-r 
larged capacity,* and sound judgment; per¬ 
ceived the. misfortunes which had flowed 
from the-spirit of innovation, reform, and 
restless activity or Ambition, that had cha¬ 
racterized his Brother. But it was not easy 
to withdraw f from the political connexions 
formed by Joseph, with the Empress Cathe¬ 
rine the Second. Yet, alarmed at the state 
of Flanders arid of Hungary, while he dreaded 
the issue of; the revolutionary struggle in 
which his brother-in law, Louis the Sixteerith, 
was invplved with his subjects; Leopold, after 
many doubts, and much hesitation, finally 
determined to quit the alliance of Russia. A 
circumstance which took place not long after 
his accession, confirmed him in the resolu¬ 
tion. -Potemkin, who then governed his impe¬ 
rial Mistress and the Court of Peteirsburgh; 
commanding the Armies of that Power/in 
the vicinity of Oczakow, on the coast of 
the Black Sea, pushed his conquests against 
the Turks, so far to the Westward, as to ap¬ 
proach the,Austrian- Frontier, on the Lower 
Danube, in Servia. . Uneasy at the advances 
of such a neighbour, the Emperor addressed 
a letter to him, couched in very obliging lan¬ 
guage, but intimating His Imperial Majesty’s 
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'wishes that he. would desist from prosecuting 
his; advantages any further on that side. Po¬ 
temkin, intoxicated with favour, brutal in his 
manners, insolent, and restrained.by no con¬ 
siderations of policy, or of respect for the dig¬ 
nity, of the writer, had the audacity to throw 
the letter on the ground, to spit upon it, and 
to trample.it under foot j adding the most in¬ 
jurious or insulting Epithets relative person¬ 
ally to Leopold. These barbarous and.’im¬ 
politic ebullitions of hisVrage, were reported 
soon afterwards to the Emperor, by Foscari, 
the Venetian Embassador at the Court of 
Petersbiirgh; who having returned to Venice, 
and there meeting His Imperial Majesty, ac¬ 
quainted him with the facts. Leopold heard 
the Narration with great apparent calmness, 
but such an insult did hot make the less deep 
impression on his mind. We may however 
assume, that before Potemkin- would have 
ventured oh so outrageous an act of con¬ 
tempt toward his Sovereign’s ally, he had 
good reason to believe that the ties between 
the two Courts or Sovereigns; were about to 
be dissolved, and hew Alliances to be formed 
by Austria. 

In fact, Leopold, from an early period of 
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his Reign, turned all his views towards the 
two Courts of Berlin and London. After 
concluding a Treaty at Reichenbach, with 
the King of Prussia, lie made Peace with the 
Turks at Sistova; renouncing all his brother 
Joseph’s Conquests in Bosnia and Servia, *re^ 
storing Belgrade to the Porte, and abandon¬ 
ing his connexions with Catherine. Impelled 
by an anxious desire of arresting the course 
of the French Revolutionary Principles^ which 
he foresaw, would, if not checked, eventually 
involve. Europe in the greatest calamities, he 
set on foot the celebrated of Pilnitz. 

In the Summer of 1791} having repaired with 
his eldest son, the present Emperor Francis, 
to that Castle or hunting seat of the Elector 
of Saxony, situate near Dresden ; Frederic 
William, accompanied in like manner by his 
successor the reigning King of Prussia, there 
met Leopold. The conferences led to 9- 
Treaty, which adopted as its fundamental 
Basis, the Resolution ‘‘ hot to make war on 
“ France, but to arm against the introduc- 
tion of French Revolutionary Principles into 
‘‘ Germany and the Low Countries.” The 
Emperor, who had formed an opinion by 
which he systematically adhered, that the Re¬ 
publican Faction in Paris would only be aided 
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by aggression and hostility; thought that 
War must therefore be avoided : biit he con¬ 
ceived that the great Powers of Europe should 
arm against French Principlesj by forming a 
military Cordon round France; thus shutting 
in the moral or political infection, and leaving 
them to exhaust their rage on each other. ^ 

Siich was the unquestionable object and 
scope of that memorable Treaty, relative to 
which so much has been said and written 
within the last twenty years. Ho w far the plan 
might have proved efficacious, if it had been 
generally acted upon by all the Germanid 
Body, as early as 17915 and if Leopold, who 
framed it, had lived to conduct its operations; 
it is difficult to venture a decided opinion: 
but for the authenticity of. the Fact itself, I 
think I may challenge contradiction. Per¬ 
haps, moral and political principles are not to 
be shut in or compressed by any defensive 
precautions which can be adopted by human 
wisdom. I am fully convinced at least, that 
when Mr. Pitt, early in 1793, declared open 
hostility on France, he could not have saved 
England by temporizing measures. Nay, I 
thought at the time, and I continue so to 
think now, after the lapse of more than 
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twenty years, that Mr. Fox would have form-, 
ed the same Estimate, and have acted pre¬ 
cisely in the same manner, if he had been, 
seated in Mr. Pitt’s,place, as First. Minister, 
on,the Treasury Bench. The whole differ¬ 
ence in their mode of seeing and appreciating 
the tendency of the French Revolution, lay 
in the possession, or the negation, of political 
povver. Indeed, . the fact was practically 
proved, { when Fox, after Pitt’s decease in 
1806, arrived at Employment. ' It, soon be¬ 
came evident how much his attainnient of a 
seatjin the Cabinet, had illumina^d his un¬ 
derstanding, as well as invigorated his mea¬ 
sures, in opposition to revolutionary prin¬ 
ciples and their consequences. 

finin’''.-'" .' r. cr . . . ■ 

I return to Leopold. So anxious was he 
to forni a defensive League against the French 
Republican contagion, that on the very day 
succeeding his Coronation at Frankfort, as 
Emperor of Germany, in the Autumn of 
179,0, he dispatched a confidential Agent to 
the Court of Berlin, empo.wered to open a 
private Negociation with Frederick AVilliam. 
It was confined personally to the tvvo Sove¬ 
reigns; their respective Ministers, Kaunitz 
and Hertzberg, being . excluded from any 
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knowledge of the transaction. The King of 
Prussia, who came readily into Leopold’s 
views, eniployed Bischoffswerder, his favorite, 
to carry back his assent. But, no final or 
effectual Measures, as they well knew, could 
be settled, without the participation of Eng¬ 
land. Mr. Pitt and Lord Grenville entered 
ardently into the Plan, which had in view two 
objects; to arrest, the. arms, of Catherine od 
the Shore of . the Euxine, and to. coerce the 
Republicans of Paris, without making offeii-. 
sive War on France. The former of these 
points, would unquestionably have been at¬ 
tained, if Mr. Fox had not excited so formi¬ 
dable an opposition in the House of Com¬ 
mons, as compelled the Ministry reluctantly 
to recede from their engagements. He at the 
same time sent Mr. Adair as his own private 
Agent, to Petersburgh; an act, for. which, 
many persons thought that he. deserved Im¬ 
peachment, far more than Hastings merited 
it, on Account of his Conduct while Go¬ 
vernor General of India. Leopold, appre¬ 
hensive of .Catherine’s resentment, doubtful, 
of Mr. Pitt’s and Lord Grenville’s sincerity, 
nor without alarm at the murmurs which he 
foresaw would arise among his own troops, on 
the evacuation of Belgrade, and the Restitu- 
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tion of his conquests in Servia; said to a Gen¬ 
tleman, deep in liis confidence, with whorti 
he was accustomed to unbosom his thoughtsj 
and. who had formed the medium of his inter¬ 
course with Frederic William, J'aisigne la 
Paix avec les Turcs; mais. Id Grande Bre¬ 
tagne, est-elle sincere ? Me tiendra-1-elle ses 
engagemensf Catherine sera inexorable: Je 
Vai vu en songe, hier^ la nuit, le poignard h la 
mainP He even disapproved and lamented 
Pitt’s line of conduct towards the Empress, 
in the business of Oczakow, as severe,; irritat¬ 
ing, and calculated to render her implacable. 

Whyi,” observed Leopold^ speaking to the 
same friend, “ rob the Empress of her laurdsj 
and humiliate her in the eyes of Europe? 
It is necessary that her head should be en- 
** circled with glory, in order to hide her feet^ 
which are all stained with blood.” In fact, 
Catherine, who never forgave either Austria, 
Prussia, or England, for their conduct to-^ 
wards heri propelled those Powers to com¬ 
mence war On France in 1792; but she never 
aided them in the contest. On the contrary, 
she compelled Frederic William to withdraw 
from the great Alliance, and to return home, 
by attacking Poland. “ If,” said the King, 
“ I had not marched my army back into my 
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“ own dominions, she/would, riot only have 
“ taken Warsaw, but. have entered .Berlin 
“ likewise.” . It was Russia, therefore, which 
acted as one great cause of the overthrow of 
the first Confederacy formed against Repub-^ 
lican France. , t 

During the Autumn of the; year 1791i 
Leopold being on .his way from Vienna to 
Florence, stopped, for the Purpose of refresh¬ 
ment, at a small post bouse in the Duchy of 
Styria; where, while he remained, a croud of 
people, all of whom were his own subjects, 
pressed round to look at him. Among them 
he remarked an old woman, who, when he got 
into his Carriage, approached it; and knock¬ 
ing against the glass with her hand, addressed 
some words to him in a tone of great violence 
and asperity, accompanied with gestures in-: 
dicative of resentment: but, as she spoke 
in, the ^tyrian.Dialect, he was wholly unable 
to compreh^end her meaning. Apprehending 
that she. might have some cqmplajnt to prefer, 
or might have received some injury demands 
ing redress, he ordered his . attendants; to 
question her on the subject of her application# 
They manifested considerable reluctance; in 
explaining to him, its nature;.but,pp his inj 
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sisting to be informed, one of them answered 
that she said, “ Render justice promptly. 

We know all that the Poissardes have done 
“ at Paris.” The Emperor made no reply j 
but when he recounted the story to the Gen¬ 
tleman who related it to me, he added, 
“ You may suppose that I have read and 

reflected much upon the French Revolu- 
“ tion, and its consequences: but, all that 
“ has been said, or can be written upon it, 
“ never carried such conviction to my mind, 
“ as the few words uttered by the old woman 

in Styria.” 

Notwithstanding all the efforts made by 
the Emigrants, for inducing Leopold to com¬ 
mence war with France, he remained in¬ 
flexibly steady to his System of arming 
against the Revolution, but of never attacking 
the French Nation. It was not till after his 
decease, under Francis, his successor, in the 
Summer of 1792, that the Austrians entered 
Champagne, in conjunction with the Prus¬ 
sian forces. Leopold’s death took place on 
the first day of March, that year, at Prague j 
to which, city he had repaired for the purpose 
of being crowned King of Bohemia. I think 
I may venture to assert with confidence. 
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that he was poisoned; and that the poison 
was administered in sweetmeats, which a 
Lady presented him at a Masquerade. Every 
endeavour was used to conceal the fact; and 
with that view, it was pretended that his end, 
had been produced by some drugs or incen¬ 
tives, which he himself prepared in his own 
Laboratory: for he passed much time in 
chymical researches and processes. But, 
Agusius, his physician, who opened his body, 
did not entertain any doubt that he fell a 
victim to poison. 

During the.Spring of the year 1798, chan¬ 
cing to be alone with a foreign Nobleman, 
whose name I do not think proper to men¬ 
tion, but whose veracity was unquestionable; 
and who, as having been the Embassador of 
a Crowned Head, at the Court of Vienna, 
when Leopold’s death happened, must have 
possessed the best means of obtaining informa¬ 
tion; I ventured to interrogate him on the 
subject, I was accustomed,” answered 
he, during the last year of the Emperor’s 
“ life,, to see him frequently, and to have 
long audiences of him, on business, in his 
“ Closet. During these interviews, I beheld 
him divested of any disguise; and I can 
. U 2 
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“ pronounce, as a matter of certainty, that 
“ his mind was then altogether broken, 
“ and his faculties enfeebled. His memory 
“ in particular had become so weakened, 
“ that he could no longer retain, from one 
“ day to another, the facts or images com- 
“ mitted to it. He rarely recollected the 
“ conversation of the preceding morning. 
This premature decay of his intellectual 
powers, resulted from his inordinate passion 
“ for the other sex, which had characterised 
“ him at every period of his life, and which 
“ he continued to indulge when it proved 
“ destructive to his frame. The Brain was 
“ particularly affected. In my Audiences of 
“ Leopold, he always walked up and down 
“ the Apartment, during the whole time. 
“ On his table lay a number of rolls of wax, 
“ which he bit from one minute to another, 
“ spitting out the pieces on the floor. When 
“ he quitted the room, whether any other 
“ persons were present; or whether we were 
“ alone, he never advanced forward in 
“ a strait line ; but he went round the 
“ sides of the chamber, touching with his 
“ hand the wainscot, or the window shut- 
tersl No circumstances could more stfong- 
“ ly indicate a disordered or enfeebled 
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understanding. As to the nature of his 
‘‘ death, I am unable positively to pro- 
nounce upon the fact. Certainly, his body, 
“ when opened, exhibited .every mark of 
“ poison. . But, .if he was poisoned, by whom 
“ was it administered, or with vyhat object? 
‘‘ I cannot pretend to guess, nor even to form 
ai Conjecture.” Two opinions, as I have 
been assured, prevailed at Prague, respecting 
it; both of which were alike founded on 
Leopold’s well known determination not to 
engage in a war with France. One party 
maintained that the Girondists, which Fac¬ 
tion then predominated at Paris, dreading the 
effects of his defensive System, as most in¬ 
jurious to their tenure of power, removed him 
in the manner related; while another party 
accused the Emigrants of having produced 
his death, as the only means left them of re¬ 
gaining their estates, by forcing an immediate 
rupture between the Austrian and French Go¬ 
vernments. I must leave the fact problemati¬ 
cal. Time will probably elucidate its nature, 

Among the objects of mingled curiosity 
and compassion, which Florence presented in 
1779, to the view of an Englishman, vyas the 
Chevalier de St. George j or, as we common^- 
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ly denominate him, the Pretender. It was 
impossible to contemplate him, without mak¬ 
ing many reflections on his own destiny, and 
on the condition of the infatuated Family of 
which he was the representative. Neither 
antient, nor modern History, presents the ex¬ 
ample of a line of Princes so eminently um 
fortunate, during a succession of Ages! The 
calamities which overwhelmed the House of 
Bourbon, awful as they must be esteemed, 
have been comprized within the space of five 
and twenty years : but, from James the First 
of Scotlandy murdered in the most inhuman 
manner at Perth, in 1437, down to the last of 
his Descendants; with only the two excep¬ 
tions of James the First of Englandy and 
Charles the Second; all the others perished 
. by the hand of the Executioner, or by violent 
and premature death, or in Exile, maintained 
by foreign contribution. . It was not hpwever, 
merely when considered as the Grandson of 
James the Second, and the Inheritor of the 
pretensions of the Stuarts, that the Chevalier 
de St. George excited an interest in the mind 
of every reflecting spectator. By his Mother, 
he descended from the celebrated John Sobi- 
eski, King of Poland, who was his maternal 
great Grandfather; Jhe first Chevalier de St. 
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George having carried off from Inspruck, 
about the year 1719, and married, Clemen¬ 
tina Sobieska, daughter and heiress of Prince 
James Sobieski, whom Charles the Twelfth, 
King of Sweden, meditated, some years ear¬ 
lier, to have placed on the Polish Throne. In 
right of that Princess, her son succeeded to 
very considerable patrimonial Estates, situ¬ 
ated in Poland; the produce of which, formed 
a much more solid, source of support, than 
the precarious allowance or donations, made 
and withdrawn as circumstances impelled, by 
the French and Spanish Crowns, or by the 
Apostolic See. Clement the Fourteenth 
(Ganganelli), when he refused to continue to 
the Chevalier, the public Honors previously 
enjoyed by his father and himself at Rome, 
where they had a Canopy decorated with the 
Royal Arms of Great, Britain, erected over 
their Box in the Theatre; retrenched like¬ 
wise the pecuniary Appointments, antecedently 
paid him out of the Treasury of St. Peter. 
Nor do I believe that they were restored by 
Pius the Sixth, after his election to the Papal 
Chair in 1775 *• but, the Pretender’s income 
at the time of which I speak, might be esti¬ 
mated at more than five thousand Pounds 
Sterling; a sum fully adequate, at Florence, 
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to 'riiiaintaiii an Establishment becoming his 
situation. * v • 


His faculties, even in their Zenith, appear 
to have been very moderate: but his valour, 
though not heroic, was never, I believe, called 
in question by the Scots, during his Campaign 
in ’1745 and 1746; as that of Charles the Se¬ 
cond had been doubted in 1652, at the Battle 
ofiWorcester; and as James the Second’s 
courage was questioned, on various occasions, 
both as Lord High Admiral on the water, 
and on the land. , Charles the First is ihdeed 
the only Prince of the Stuart Race, after 
their accession to the English Throne, whose 
bravery, conspicuously displayed at Edge 
Hill, at Newbury, at Naseby, and in many 
other Battles or encounters, equally sustained 
him in the last act of his life, on the Scaffold. 
In 1779 , Charles Edward exhibited to. the 
vvorld a very humiliating spectacle. At the 
Theatre, where he appeared almost every 
evening, he was led in by his Domestics, who 
laid him down on a species of Sofa, in the 
back part of his. Box ; while the Countess 
d’Albatiy, his consort, occupied the front seat 
during' the whole performance. Count Al- 
fieri; a'Man’singularly eccentric in his Mind, 
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Habits, and Manners; her ** Cavaliero ser~ 
vante” always attended on her in public, ac¬ 
cording to the established usages of society 
throughout Italy. As, for obvious reasons, 
English subjects could not be presented to a 
man who still laid claim to the British Crown j 
no opportunity of distinctly seeing the Che¬ 
valier de.St. George, offered itself, except 
across the Theatre:, and even there he lay 
concealed, as I have already observed, on ac¬ 
count of his infirmities; rarely coming for¬ 
ward to view. 

Being desirous, nevertheless, to obtain a 
more accurate idea of his face and person, 
than could be acquired at such a distance; 
I took my station, one Evening, at the head 
of a private staircase, near the door by which, 
when the performance closed, he quitted the 
Playhouse. Previous to my leaving England 
in 1777j His Majesty had been pleased, at 
the application of Lord Robert Manners, who 
then commanded the third regiment of Dra¬ 
goon Guards, to give me a Lieutenant’s Com¬ 
mission ; and Lord Robert had allowed me 
to \vear his Uniform, which I had on at the 
time. The present General Manners, now 
first Equerry to the King, then a Cornet in 
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his father’s regiment, dressed in the sameTJnii 
form, and actuated by a similar curiosity, ac¬ 
companied me. As soon as the Chevalier 
approached near enough to distinguish the 
English Regimental, he instantly stopped, 
ghntly shook off the two servants who sup¬ 
ported him, one on each side; and taking off 
his hat, politely saluted us. He then passed 
on to his Carriage, sustained by the two at¬ 
tendants, as he descended the staircase. I 
could not help, as I looked at him, recollect¬ 
ing the series of dangers and escapes which 
he underwent or effected, for successive 
Months, among the Hebrides, after his defeat 
at Culloden; a chain of Adventures which 
has no parallel among modern Nations, ex¬ 
cept-in those equally extraordinary hardships 
which distinguished the flight of Charles the 
Second from Worcester; or in the romantic 
Extremities to which Stanislaus, King of Po¬ 
land, was reduced in 1734, after his Evasion 
and Flight from Dantzic. Mrs. Lane gave 
to the former of those Princes, the same 
noble proofs of disinterested devotion, which 
Flora Macdonald displayed towards the Pre¬ 
tender: and both were eminently indebted 
for thdr final preservation, to female Honor 
or loyalty.' Charles Edward’s complexion 
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was dark, and he manifestly bore the same fa¬ 
mily resemblance to his grand-father James 
the Second, that His Britannic Majesty’s 
countenance presents to George the First, or 
to the late King. On the occasion just re¬ 
lated, he wore, besides the Decorations of the 
Order of the Garter, a velvet great coat, 
which his infirm health rendered necessary 
even in Summer, on coming out of the Thea¬ 
tre; and a cocked hat, the sides of which 
were half drawn up with gold twist. His 
whole figure, paralytic and debilitated, pre¬ 
sented the appearance of great bodily decay. 

The strength of his Mind had likewise be¬ 
come extinct at this time; and with the de¬ 
cline of his intellectual powers, the suavity of 
his temper forsaking him, he became irrita¬ 
ble, morose, and intractable, particularly in 
his family. An unhappy propensity to wine, 
which he gratified to excess, while it ener¬ 
vated his "system, rendered him frequently an 
object of pity or of contempt, when in pub¬ 
lic ; divesting him of that Dignity which 
would otherwise have always accompanied the 
representative of so many Kings. His mis¬ 
fortunes, exile, and anomalous situation, ag¬ 
gravated by mortifications. of various kinds 
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which he had undergone, both In France, and 
at Rome; probably induced him to have re¬ 
course to the Grape, for procuring oblivion, 
or temporary felicity. That melancholy in¬ 
dulgence extinguished the last hope which 
fortune ever tendered him, of ascending the 
Throne of England, justly forfeited by the 
Tyranny and imbecile Bigotry of James the 
Second. 

■t - ■ - ■ 

, I know from high authority, that as late as 
the year 1770, the Duke de Choiseul, then 
First Minister of France, not deterred by the 
ill success of the attempts made in 1715, 
and in 1745, meditated to undertake a third 
effort for restoring the House of Stuart. His 
enterprizing spirit led him to profit of the dis¬ 
pute which arose between the English and 
Spanish Crowns, respecting the possession of 
Falkland Islands, in order to accomplish tho 
object. As the first step towards it, he dis¬ 
patched a private emissary to Rome, who 
signified to Charles Edward, the Duke’s de-r 
sire of seeing him immediately at Paris. He 
complied, and arrived in that city with the 
utmost privacy. Having announced it to 
Choiseul, the Minister fixed the same night, 
at twelve o’clock, when he and the Marshal 
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de Broglio would be ready to receive the Pre¬ 
tender, and to lay before him their plan for 
an invasion of England. The Hotel de Choi- 
seul was named for the interview, to which 
place he was enjoined to repair in a hackney 
Cbach, disguised, and without any attendant. 
At the appointed time, the Duke and’ the 
Marshal, furnished with the requisite' papers 
and instructions drawn up for his conduct on 
the expedition, were ready : but, after wait¬ 
ing a full hour, expecting his appearance 
every instant, when the Clock struck one, 
they concluded that some unforeseen accident 
must have intervened to prevent his arrival. 
Under this' impression they were preparing 
to separate, when the noise of wheels was 
heard in the court yard ; and a few moments 
afterwards, the Pretender entered the room, 
in a state of such intoxication, as to be ut¬ 
terly incapable even of ordinary conversation. 
Disgusted, as well as indignant, at this dis¬ 
graceful conduct, and well convinced that no 
expedition undertaken for the restoration of 
a man so lost to every sense of decency or 
self interest, could be crowned with success j 
Choiseul, without hesitation, sent him, next 
Morning, a peremptory order to quit the 
French Dominions. The Pretender returned 
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to Italy; and the Nobleman who related to 
me these particulars, being in company with, 
the late Duke of Glocester, in 1770, while 
walking together in the streets of Genoa^ met 
the Chevalier de St. George, then on his way 
back from France to Rome. The Duke de 
Choiseul was soon afterwards dismissed by 
Louis the'Fifteenth : new principles of policy 
were adopted in the Cabinet of Versailles; 
the Contest, respecting the Falkland Islands 
being accommodated, peace continued to 
subsist between the Courts of France- and. 
England: while Charles.Edward, driven by 
the mortifications which he experienced at 
Rome, to abandon that City, sought Refuge 
at Florence; where he finished in January,^ 
1784, his inglorious career, as James the 
Second had done in 1701, at the palace of St. 
Germain, in the Vicinity of Paris. 

' ' .,• 
Louisa, Countess d’Albany, his Consort, 
merited a more agreeable partner, and might,; 
herself, have graced a Throne. When I sayv 
her at Florence, though shfe had been long 
married, she was not quite twenty.seven 
years *of age. Her person was formed on a 
small scale, with a* fair complexion,, delicate 
features, and lively, as well as attractive!’man- 
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ners. Born Princess of Stolberg, she excited 
great admiration on her first arrival from 
Germany : hut in 1779, no hope of issue by 
the Chevalier could be any longer enter-* 
tained; and their mutual infelicity had slU 
tained to such a height, that she made various 
ineffectual attempts to obtain a separation; 
The French Court may indeed be censured 
for not having earlier negociated and con* 
eluded the Pretender’s marriage, if it was 
desired to perpetuate the Stuart Line of 
Claimants. When Charles Edward espoused 
Louisa, Princess of Stolberg, he was past his 
fiftieth year, broken in Constitution, and 
debilitated by excesses of many kinds. After 
his decease, she quitted Italy, and finally esr 
tablished herself at Paris. In the year I787i 
I have passed the evening at her residence^ 
the Hotel de Bourgogne, situate in the Faux- 
bourg St. Germain, where she supported an 
elegant Establishment. Her person then still 
retained many pretensions to Beauty; and 
her Deportment, unassuming, but dignified, 
set off her attractions. In one of the Apart¬ 
ments stood a Canopy, with a chair of state, 
on which were displayed the royal Arms of 
Great Britain; and every piece of plate, 
down to the very tea spoons, were ornamented 
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in a similar manner. Some of the more 
massy pieces, which were said to have be¬ 
longed to Mary of Modena, James the Scr 
cond’s Q,ueen, seemed to revive the extinct 
recollections of the Revolution of 1638., A, 
numerous company, both English and French, 
male and female, was assembled under her 
roof, by all of whom she ivas addressed only 
as Countess d’Al^oy: but her own domes-; 
tics, when, serving her, invariably gave her 
the title of Majesty. The Honors of a Queen, 
were in like manner paid her by the Nuns of 
all those Convents in Paris, which she was 
accustonied to visit on certain ,Holydays or 
festivals. She continued to reside in the Ca¬ 
pital of France, till the calamitous progress of 
the French Revolution, compelling her to 
abandon that country, she repaired to Lon¬ 
don; where she found not only personal pro¬ 
tection, but new resources in the liberality 
and bounty of George the Third. 

While I am engaged on the Adventures of 
the Stuart Family, I shall commemorate a 
fact,.which will probably, on perusal, impress 
every reader with as much astonishment, as 
I experienced, myself, at first hearing it. 
Dining at the present Earl of Hardwick’s, in 
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London, with a large company, in June, 
17965 among the persons present, was the 
late Sir John Dalrympie, known by his His¬ 
tory of England,” and ‘‘ State Papers.” The 
conversation turning on historical subjects, 
he assured us that the Princess Sophia, mo¬ 
ther of King George the First, who only failed 
in ascending the Throne of Great Britain in 
her own person, by dying about seven weeks 
before Queen Anne j was, nevertheless, a de¬ 
termined Jacobite in her political principles; 
On our expressing the amazement which 
such an assertion w'as calculated to produce, 
he declared, that while he was occupied in 
looking over the Chest in Kensington Palace, 
from which, in the beginning of the present 
reign, he took the State Papers that he had 
given to the world ; he found a bundle of Let¬ 
ters, marked bn the back, in King William’s 
own hand-writing, “ Letters of the Electress 
Sophia to the Court of St. Germaiii’s.” Hav¬ 
ing perused them, he ascertained that Sophia 
was really engaged in close Correspondence 
with James the Second, and attached to his in¬ 
terests, in opposition to those of William. 
Lord Rochford, who had procured for Sir John 
Dalrymple, permission from His Majesty, to 
examine and publish the Papers in question; 
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being then Secretary, of State, he immediately 
communicated to that Nobleman his disco¬ 
very: requesting at the same time, his, Lord- 
ship’s opinion on the propriety of giving.to 
the world, the Letters, of the Electress Sophia. 

Publish thern by all means, Jack,” an-r 
swered he. Thus empowered, from such au¬ 
thority, Dalrymple destined them for the 
press: buL before hediad time to get the Let¬ 
ters copied, Lord Rochford sent to him, desi^ 
ring to have them delivered back to himself, 
in order that he might submit them to His 
Majesty’s inspection; he having, on more 
mature reflection, judged it proper, to take 
the King’s pleasure on a matter of such deli¬ 
cacy and singularity. Dalrymple returned 
them therefore to Lord Rochford, who carried 
them to the Q.ueen’s House, and presented 
the Bundle to His Majesty. But, they were 
neither restored, nor was even any allusion 
to them ever made in conversation by the 
King; he no doubt conceiving it more judi¬ 
cious to commit such documents to the 
flames, than to permit their publication. 
However extraordinary this Anecdote may 
appear, it ought not to surprize, on full con¬ 
sideration, that Sophia should feel the warm¬ 
est attachment to James the Second. Pie 
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was very nearly related to her by Consan¬ 
guinity; mother, Elizabeth, the unfortu¬ 
nate Queen of Bohemia, and Charles the 
First, his father, being brother and sister. ‘ 
Nor could Sophia, during many years subse¬ 
quent to the Revolution of 1688, nourish the 
slightest expectation of being called to the 
British Throne, while the Princess Anne and 
her issue interposed between the House of 
Brunswic and that succession. It was not till 
after the death of William, the young Duke 
of Glocester, in 1700, when the Princess So¬ 
phia and her Descendants being named by 
Act of Parliament, to succeed eventually to 
the Crown of Great Britain, as the nearest 
Protestant heirs of the Royal line; her inte¬ 
rests from that time, became opposed to the 
right of blood existing in the Stuart race., 

Brussels, where I made a short stay in the 
Summer of the same year, 1779, exhibited 
another Prince in a state of corporal and 
mental infirmity, not less calculated to excite 
pity than the Pretender. The Austrian Ne¬ 
therlands were at that Time administered, as 
they had been almost ever since the Peace of 
Aix-la-Chapeile in 1748, by Prince Charles of’ 
Lorrain. His double alliance, both by con- 
X 2 
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sanguinity and by marriage, with the Empe¬ 
ror Francis and Maria Theresa; being bro¬ 
ther to the former, and. having married the 
sister of the latter Sovereign;—these qualities 
and pretensions, rather than any mental en¬ 
dowments, civil or military, had raised him 
to the Government of the Low Countries, the 
most enviable delegation of sovereign power 
then.existing in Europe; Neither Hungary, 
nor the Milaneze, nor Sicily, nor Sardinia, 
nor Ireland, nor Norway, could enter into 
any political competition with the rich pro¬ 
vinces of Flanders, Haynault, and Brabant. 
Brussels constituted one of the most pleasing, 
as well as elegant. Courts of the Continent; 
its local position, almost central between Ger¬ 
many, Holland, France, and England, ren¬ 
dering it far more important in a diplomatic 
point of view, than either Turin, Warsaw, or 
Naples; perhaps even than Copenhagen, or 
Stockholm. Prince.Charles of Lorrain, hav¬ 
ing been bred to the profession of Arms from 
his early youth, and possessing an athletic 
frame of bodj;;, with unquestionable personal 
courage, had more than once nominally com¬ 
manded the Austrian Armies. His passage 
of the Rhine in 1744, and his irruption into 
Alsace, acquired him a degree.of"Reputation, 
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which he by no means afterwards preserved, 
during the memorable “ Seven years War.” 
To Frederic, King of Prussia, he was indeed 
a most unequal antagonist, as that great 
Prince sufficiently proved at the battle of 
Lissa, in December, 1757, where he defeated 
the Austrians, and on many other occasions. 
When I was presented to Prince Charles, in 
‘August, 1779, he might be regarded as per¬ 
forming the last of tlie Seven Ages of Man, and 
as sinking fast into “ mere oblivion.” At his 
Levee he seemed apparently unconscious of 
any thing beyond the mere ceremony of the 
hour, even his speech and articulation being 
rendered very indistinct by a paralytic affec¬ 
tion. He expired in the following Summer, 
at his Palace in the vicinity of Brussels, re¬ 
gretted by the Flemings for his moderation j 
and was succeeded in the Government gene¬ 
ral of the Netherlands, by the Archduchess 
Christina, the favorite daughter of the Em¬ 
press Queen Maria Theresa. 

Never did a deeper political gloom over¬ 
spread England than in the Autumn of 1779, 
when I arrived in London from the conti¬ 
nent. T question, whether at the time of 
the Destruction of the ships of war lying in 
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the Medway, burnt by the Dutch, under 
Charles the Second j or after the,defeat of the 
English and Dutch fleets by the French, off 
Beachy-Head, in 1690, under-William and 
Mary; which constitute two of the most 
calamitous Epochas in our History; greater 
despondency, consternation, and general dis¬ 
satisfaction, prevailed throughout the King¬ 
dom. The disgraceful naval Campaign of 
1778, in which Keppel’s engagement off 
Ushant, forms the principal or only feature; 
had been succeeded by another year of Hos¬ 
tilities, still more humiliating to Great Bri¬ 
tain. D’Orvilliers, at the head of the fleets 
of France and Spain, rode. Master of the 
Channel for a. considerable time; and the 
total want of enterprize, or of information on 
their part, alone saved the Town, as well as 
the Dock-yards at Plymouth, from falling 
into the enemy’s possession. . Not only was 
the place in want of many indispensable ar¬ 
ticles requisite to repel an Attack : even flints 
for supplying the muskets, however incredible 
the fact may appear, were deficient. Sir 
Charles Hardy, who commanded our fleet; 
inferior in numbers, and unapprized of the 
enemy’s approach to the Coast of England, 
remained quietly cruizing in the Atlantic, 
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while they thus menaced our Shores. Hap¬ 
pily, the defect of intelligence, or of mutual 
confidence, in the combined Squadrons, 
supplied every Ministerial neglect j and ex¬ 
tricated the Country from a calamity, which, 
had it taken place, must have shaken not 
only the Administration, but would have 
convulsed the Throne itself. Faction did hot 
however less pervade the Navy, where the 
respective adherents of Keppel and of Palliser, 
carried their reciprocal rancour to the ut¬ 
most height. The American War, after four 
unsuccessful Campaigns, began to grow 
odious to the Nation : while the Administra¬ 
tion, depressed under the weight of a contest, 
to which the talents of the great Earl of 
Chatham might have been found unequal, 
did not manifest or exert the energy de¬ 
manded by the nature of the emergency. 
Even the King, notwithstanding, a display of 
private virtues, which since Charles the First 
had not been exhibited by any Sovereign of 
Great Britain, not even by William the Third, 
yet fully participated in the unpopularity of 
his Ministers. As he was supposed to feel a 
more than common interest in the reduction 
of his revolted subjects, so he was believed to 
exert a more than ordinary personal influence 
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over the Cabinet which directed the opera¬ 
tions of the ,war. 

After the return of Lord Howe in 177^^? 
from his unsuccessful Campaigns in America, 
the:supreme naval command on that Coast, 
as well as in the West Indies, devolved on 
Admiral Byron. He was a brother of Lord 
Byron, whose .Duel with Mr. Chaworth ren¬ 
dered him unfortunately conspicuous in the 
Journals of the House of Peers. At an early 
period of his life, having been wrecked on 
the desart Coast of Patagonia, not far from 
Cape Horn, with Captain Cheap, in the 
‘LWager”. Frigate, he there endured incon¬ 
ceivable hardships, during a great length of 
time. An intrepid and skilful, no less than 
an experienced naval Officer, he was never¬ 
theless deficient in the judgment, promp¬ 
titude, and decision of Character, requisite 
for conducting the operations of a numerous 
fleet. On the element of the Water, an evil 
destiny seemed invariably to accompany him, 
from his first Expedition under Commodore 
Anson, down to the close of his professional 
life. So well was this fact known in the Navy, 
that the sailors bestowed on hini the name of 

Foul Weather Jack,” and esteemed themf. 
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selves certain of stormy weather, whenever 
they sailed under his Command. From the 
time of his leaving England in 1778, till his re¬ 
turn about two years afterwards, all the'Tem¬ 
pests of the deep seemed to have conspired 
against him. No man could less say with 
iEolus, or rather with Holstenius, 

Fentorumque Tempestatumque potenfem j” 

Virgil having written the line, 

l^imborumque fads Tempestatumque potentem.” 

During' the action which Byron fought 
with D’Estaign, in July, 1779, off Grenada, 
all the characteristic valour of the British was 
displayed, not only by the crews, biit by the 
Captains and their Commander. Yet the 
honors of the day'were divided, while the ad¬ 
vantages of it were reaped by France; though 
the slaughter of men on the side of the 
French, prodigiously exceeded our loss. But, 
the West India Islands, one a;fter another, fell 
into the enemy's hands j and after’'the sur¬ 
render of Grenada, when D’Estaign quitted 
Martinico, to carry the arms of Louis the 
Sixteenth against Savannah, he triumphantly 
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swept the coast of America. We must re¬ 
luctantly confess, that the Navy of England 
at this period of the present Reign, had 
sunk to a point of depression hardly con¬ 
ceivable,, when compared with the times of 
Hawke, Saunders, and Boscawen; or if 
placed near the still more splendid period of 
Jervis, Duncan, and Nelson. We may in¬ 
cline to attribute so extraordinary a contrast, 
to the errors or inability of Lord North’s Ad¬ 
ministration: the popular voice, I well know, 
sanctioned that accusation : but its cause lay 
principally in the nature of the contest, which 
depressing the national energy, unnerved the 
British spirit, and allowed France, during 
near four years, froni 1778 to 1782, aided by 
Spain, to make such exertions, as acquired 
them a temporary ascendant on the Ocean. 
Byron, recalled from his Command, soon 
afterwards revisited: England, and his name 
occurs no more in our naval History: but it 
has derived new Celebrity in the present 
Times, from the poetic eminence to which 
his Grandson has attained, by productions 
emulating the fame of Spencer, of Gray, of 
Mason, and of Scott. 

To Byron, succeeded Rodney, who fills so 
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distinguished a place, during the unfortunate 
period of the American War: a naval Com¬ 
mander as much distinguished by the pros¬ 
perous fatality which attended him, as Byron 
seemed to be under the influence of an un¬ 
lucky Planet. Cardinal Mazarin, who, be¬ 
fore he employed any individual, always 
asked, Est-il heureux he been First 

Minister of England, might have selected 
Rodney for active Service, upon that prin¬ 
ciple,, from among all the Admirals in the 
Navy. His person was more elegant than 
seemed to become his rough profession. 
There was even something that approached to 
delicacy and effeminacy in his figure: but no 
man manifested a more temperate and steady 
courage in Action. I had the honor to live 
in great personal intimacy with him, and 
have often heard him declare, that superiority 
to fear was not in him the physical effect of 
Constitution ; on the contrary, no man being 
more sensible by nature to that passion than 
himself: but that he surmounted it from the 
considerations of honor and public duty. 
Like the famous Marshal Villars, he justly 
incurred the reputation of being glorieux et 
bavard making himself frequently the 
theme of his own discourse. He talked much 
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and freely upon-every subject; concealed 
nothing in the course of conversation, regard¬ 
less who were present; and dealt his censures, 
as well as his praises, with imprudent libe¬ 
rality; qualities which necessarily procured 
him many enemies, particularly in his own 
profession. Throughout his whole life, two 
passions, both highly injurious to his repose. 
Women and Play, carried him into many ex¬ 
cesses. It was universally believed that he 
had been distinguished in his youth, by the 
personal attachment of the Princess Amelia, 
daughter of George the° Second, who dis¬ 
played the same partiality for Rodney, which 
her cousin, the Princess Amelia of Prussia, 
manifested for Trenck. A living evidence of 
the former connexion existed, unless fame 
had recourse to fiction for support. But, de¬ 
traction, in every age, from Elizabeth down 
to the present Times, has not spared the 
most illustrious females. 

The love of Play had proved more ruinous 
in its effects to Rodney, and that indulgence 
compelled him, after quitting England, to 
take refuge at Paris. So great was his pecu¬ 
niary distress while he resided in the French 
Capital, as to induce him to send over his 
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second wife to London, early in I???, with 
the view of procuring a subscription to be 
opened among the Members of the Club at 
White’s, for his relief. Lady Rodney finding 
it however impracticable to raise any supplies 
from that source; after much ineffectual so-; 
licitation among Sir George’s former friends, 
finally renounced the attempt. The old 
Marshal de Biron having soon afterwards, by 
an act of liberality, enabled Rodney, to revisit 
his Country, he made the strongest applica¬ 
tions to the Admiralty," for Employment. 
His private circumstances, indeed, - impe¬ 
riously demanded every exertion, when,, he 
was named, towards the Autumn of 1779, to 
command the Expedition then fitting,out at 
Portsmouth, for the West Indies. ■ I passed 
much time with him, at his residence in Cl eve'-, 
land Row, St. James’s, down to the very mo¬ 
ment of his departure. Naturally sanguine 
and confident, he anticipated in his daily 
conversation, with a sort of certainty, the 
future success which he should obtain over 
the enemy; and he had not only already 
conceived, but he had delineated on paper, 
the naval Manoeuvre of breaking," or in¬ 
tersecting the Line, to which he aftervvards 
was-indebted in an eminent degree,, for; his 
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brilliant victory over De Grasse: a Manoeuvre 
then new in maritime Tactics, though now 
become familiar to us; and which Nelson 
practised with so much effect, in the Battle 
of the Nile, as well as on other occasions. 
Rodney possessed no superior parts; but, un¬ 
like Keppel, his enterprizing spirit always 
impelled him rather to risk, than to act with 
caution, when in presence of the enemy. 
The ardor of his character supplied, in some 
degree, the physical defects of his health and 
constitution, already impaired by various 
causes: while his happy audacity, directed 
by the nautical skill of others, controuled by 
science, and propelled by favorable circum- 
staaces, at length enabled him to dissipate the 
gloom that had so long overhung our naval 
Annals, at the same time that he covered him¬ 
self with great personal glory. 

The Ministry sustained about this tithe, a 
diminution of strength, and a loss of talents, 
in the House of Peers, which an Administra¬ 
tion so unpopular could ill afford, by the de¬ 
fection of Lord Lyttelton, who suddenly went 
over to the side of Opposition. His decease, 
not less sudden in its nature, took place im¬ 
mediately afterwards. He v/as a man of very 
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considerable parliamentary abilities, who, not¬ 
withstanding the many glaring vices of his 
private character, might have made a conspi¬ 
cuous political figure, if he had not been car¬ 
ried off iq the, prime of life. His father, the 
first Lord Lyttelton, well known as an Histor 
rian and a Poet, derived not less respect from 
the elevation of his mind, and his many do¬ 
mestic virtues. The second Lord Lyttelton, 
by the profligacy of his conduct, and the 
abuse of his talents, seemed to emulate Dry- 
den’s Duke of Buckingham, or Pope’s Duke 
of Wharton; both of whom he resembled in 
the superiority of his natural endowments, as 
well as in the peculiarity of his end. Villiers, 
the Zimri” of Dryden’s Poem of Absa¬ 
lom and Achitophel3” after exhausting his 
health, and squandering his immense fortune 
in every species of excess or riot, expired, as 
is well known, at a wretched tenement, on his 
own Estate near Helmsley, in Yorkshire, 
abandoned by all his former admirers. Whar¬ 
ton, who acted a part under George the First,^ 
hardly less distinguished or eccentric, than. 
Villiers had performed under Charles the Se¬ 
cond; terminated, his equally extraordinary 
career, exiled and attainted, among the Py-, 
renees, in an obscure Monastery of Catalonia;^ 
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worn out by his pursuit of pleasures. Lyttel¬ 
ton, when scarcely thirty-six, breathed his 
last at a country house near Epsom, called 
Pit Place, from its situation in a chalk pit; 
where he witnessed, as he conceived, a super¬ 
natural appearance. 

Having gone down there for purposes of 
recreation, with a gay party of both sexes, 
several Individuals among whom I personally 
knew; he had retired to bed, when a noise 
which resembled the fluttering of a dove or 
pigeon heard at his chamber window, at¬ 
tracted his attention. He then saw, or thought 
he saw, a female figure, which approaching 
the foot of the bed, announced to him that in 
three days precisely from that time, he should 
be called from this state of existence. In 
whatever manner the supposed intimation 
was conveyed, whether by sound or by im¬ 
pression; it is certain that Lord Lyttelton 
considered the circumstance as real; that he 
mentioned it as such, to those persons who 
were in the house with him, that it deeply af¬ 
fected his mind, and that he died.on the third 
night; at the predicted hour. About four 
years aftervvards, in the year 1783, dining at 
Pit Place, I had the curiosity to visit the 
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bed-chamber, where the casement window^ 
at which, as Lord Lyttelton asserted; the dove 
appeared to-Aflutter, was "pointed out to me. 
And at his step-mother’s, the Dowager Lady 
Lyttelton’s, in Portugal-Street, <Grosvenor 
Square, who being a woman of very lively 
imagination, lent an implicit faith to all the 
supernatural facts which were supposed to 
have accompanied or produced Lord Lyttel-‘ 
ton’s end; I have frequently seen.a painting, 
which, she herself executed in’1780, express¬ 
ly to commemorate the event. * It? hung 
in a conspicuous part of her drawing-room. 
There, the Dove appears at the window, 
while a female figure, habited in white, stands 
at the bed foot, announcing to Lord Lyttel¬ 
ton his dissolution; Every part of the pic¬ 
ture was faithfully designed after the descrip¬ 
tion given her by the Valet de.Chambrewho 
attended him, to whom his-master related.all 
the circumstances. This man assured Lady 
Lyttelton, that on the night, indicated. Lord 
Lyttelton, who,' notwithstanding his endea¬ 
vours to surmount the impression, had suffered 
under great depression of spirits during the 
three preceding days, retired to bed before 
twelve o’clock. Having ordered the Valet to 
mix him some Rhubarb, he sat up in the bed, 
VOL. I. Y 
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apparently in health, intending to swallow the 
medicine; but, being in want of a tea spoon, 
which the servant had neglected to bring, his 
master, with a strong expression of impa¬ 
tience, sent him to bring a spoon. He was not 
absent from the room more than the space of 
a minute 5 but when he returned. Lord Lyt¬ 
telton, who had fallen back, lay motionless in 
that attitude. No efforts to restore anima¬ 
tion, were attended with success. Whether, 
therefore, his death was occasioned by any 
new Attack upon his nerves, or happened in 
consequence of an Apoplectic or other sei¬ 
zure, must remain matter of uncertainty and 
conjecture. .a 

It is however to be observed, that the Lyt¬ 
telton family, either from constitutional nerv¬ 
ous irritability, or from other causes, was pe¬ 
culiarly susceptible of impressions similar to 
the shock which seems to have produced Lord 
Lyttelton’s end. His father, though a man 
of very distinguished talents, manifested great 
credulity, as I have been assured, on the 
subject of Apparitions: and his cousin. 
Miss Lyttelton, who married the present Sir 
Richard Hoare, died in a way somewhat si¬ 
milar, about four years later, at Stourhead. 
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The secQiid Lord Lyttelton’s life had likewise 
been of a nature and description so licentious* 
not to say abandoned,.as to subject him conti¬ 
nually to the keenest reproaches of an accus¬ 
ing conscience. This domestic spectre, which 
accompanied him every where, was known to 
have given rise, while on his travels* particu¬ 
larly at Lyons, to scenes greatly resembling 
his last moments. Among the females who 
had been the objects and the victims of his 
temporary attachment, was a Mrs. Dawson, 
whose fortune, as well as her honor and repu¬ 
tation, fell a sacrifice to her passion. Being 
soon forsaken by him, she did not long sur¬ 
vive j and distress of mind was known to have 
accelerated, if not to have produced her death. 
It was her image which haunted his pillow, 
and was supposed by him to have announced 
his approaching dissolution, at Pit Place. 

Lord North, who had presided during ten 
years at the head of Administration, con¬ 
tinued in the Spring of 1780, to struggle with 
the utmost difficulty through the sixth Session 
of Parliament, against a numerous and aug¬ 
menting Opposition in both Houses. His re¬ 
signation, anxiously anticipated, seemed to 
be inevitable, and even imminent: but the 
Y 2 
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ministerial disgraces, as well as the triumphs 
of the adverse Party, were equally obliterated 
in a Calamity, which for the time of its dura¬ 
tion, absorbed all attention.—I mean the Riots 
of June, 1780. No event in our Annals, 
bears any analogy with the scene then exhi¬ 
bited in the Capital, except the Fire of Lon¬ 
don under Charles the Second. Even that 
misfortune wanted some of the melancholy 
and sanguinary features, which characterized 
the tumults in question. During the Confla¬ 
gration of 1666; whatever stories may have 
been invented " by party rage, or commemo¬ 
rated on public Monuments, by religious An¬ 
tipathy, the inhabitants had only to contend 
with the progress of a devouring element; In 
1780 , the flames were originally kindled, as 
well as rendered far more destructive, by a 
populace of the lowest and vilest description, 
who carried with them, wherever they moved, 
the materials of universal ruin. It was only 
in their Blood, by the interposition of an over¬ 
whelming military force, that the convulsion 
becarhe finally arrested; and that London, 
after being desolated by fire, was rescued from 
pluiider, bankruptcy,’ and subversion. Even 
the French Revolution, which from July, 
1789, down to April, 1814, either under the 
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forms of a Republic, or of a military Des¬ 
potism, has presented’to mankind a pattern of 
every crime revolting ;and degrading to hu¬ 
man Natnre; yet did not produce in the Ca¬ 
pital of France, any similar outrages. At 
Lyons, it must be admitted that Collot d’Her- 
bois in 1793, exercised the most savage ven¬ 
geance on the Buildings of the city, as well as 
on the unfortunate Inhabitants. But, neither 
Robespierre, nor Bonaparte, though the for¬ 
mer converted the Metropolis into a charnel- 
house; and though the vengeance, or atro¬ 
cious Ambition of the latter Adventurer, has 
covered Europe with human Bones, from the 
Tagus to the Moskwa ; yet ever directed 
their destructive efforts against the public and 
private Edifices of Paris, , .r r. 

I.was personally present at many of the 
most tremendous effects of the popular fury, 
on the memorable 7th of June, the night on 
which it attained its highest point. About 
nine o’clock on that Evening, accompanied 
by three other Gentlemen, who, as well as 
myself, were alarmed at the accounts brought 
in every moment, of the outrages committed; 
and of the still greater acts of violence medi¬ 
tated, as soon as darkness should favor and 
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facilitate their further progress; we set out 
from Portland-place, in order to view, the 
scene, Having got into a hackney-coach, 
we drove to Bloomsbury-square; attracted to 
that spot by a Rumour generally spread, that 
Lord Mansfield’s residence, situate at the 
North-east corner, was either already burnt, 
or destined for destruction. Hart-Street and 
Great Russell-Street presented, each, to the 
view, as we passed, large fires composed of 
furniture taken from the houses of magis¬ 
trates, or other obnoxious individuals. Quit¬ 
ting the coach, we crossed the Square, and 
had scarcely got under the wall of Bedford 
House, when we heard the door of Lord 
Mansfield’s house burst open with violence. 
In a few minutes, all the contents of the 
apartments being precipitated from the win¬ 
dows, were piled up, and wrapt in flames. ^ A 
file of foot-soldiers arriving, drew up near the 
blazing pile; but, without either attempting 
to quenoli the fire, or to impede the mob, 
who were indeed far too numerous to admit 
of their being dispersed, or even intimidated, 
by a small detachment of Infantry, The po¬ 
pulace remained masters; while we, after sur¬ 
veying the spectacle for a short time, moved 
on into Holborn, where Mr. Langdale’s dwel- 
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ling house and warehouses afforded a more 
appalling picture of devastation. They were 
altogether enveloped in smoke and flame. In 
front had assembled an immense multitude of 
both sexes, many of whom were females, and 
not a few held infants in their arms. All ap¬ 
peared to be, like ourselves, attracted as spec¬ 
tators solely by curiosity, without taking any 
part in the acts of violence. The kennel of 
the street ran down with spirituous liquors, 
and numbers of the populace were already in¬ 
toxicated with this beverage. So little dispo¬ 
sition, however, did they manifest to riot or 
pillage, that it would have been diflicult to 
conceive who were the authors and perpetra¬ 
tors of such enormous mischief, if we had not 
distinctly seen at the windows of the house, 
men, who while the floors and rooms were on 
fire, calmly tore down the furniture, and 
threw it into the street, or tossed it into the 
flames. They experienced no kind of oppo¬ 
sition, during a considerable time that we re¬ 
mained at this place: but a party of the 
Horse Guards arriving, the terrified crowd in¬ 
stantly began to disperse 3 and We, anxious to 
gratify our farther curiosity, continued our 
progress on foot, along Holborn, towards 
Fleet-Market. 
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I, would in vain attempt adequately to de¬ 
scribe the spectacle which presented itself, 
when we reached the declivity of .the Hill, 
closC: to St. Andrew’s Church. The other 
House and Magazines of Mr. Langdale, who, 
as a Catholic, had been selected 'for the blind 
vengeance of the mob; situated in the hol¬ 
low, near the North end of Fleet-Market, 
threw up into the air a pinnacle of flame re¬ 
sembling a Volcano. Such was the beautiful 
and brilliant effect of the illumination, that 
St. Andrew’s Church appeared to be almost 
scorched by the heat of sp prodigious a. body 
of fire ; and the figures on the Clock were as 
distinctly perceptible as at noon-day. It re-, 
sembled indeed a Tower, rather than a pri¬ 
vate Building,, in a state of Conflagration j 
and would have inspired the Beholder with a 
sentirnent of admiration allied to pleasure, 
if it had been possible to separate the object, 
from its causes and its consequences. The 
^ wind did not however augment its rage on 
this occasion; for the might was serene, and 
the sky unclouded, except when it became 
obscured by the volumes of smoke, which, 
from time to time produced a temporary dark¬ 
ness. The mob, which completely blocked 
up the whole Street in every part, and in all 
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directions, prevented our approaching within 
fifty or sixty yards of the Building, but the 
populace,, though still principally composed 
of persons allured by curiosity, yet evidently 
began here to assume a more disorderly and 
ferocious character. Troops, either horse or 
foot, we still saw none; nor, in the midst of 
this Combination of tumult, terror, and vio¬ 
lence, had the ordinary Police ceased to con¬ 
tinue its functions. While we stood by the 
wall of St. Andrew’s Church-yard, a Watch¬ 
man, with his lanthorn in his hand, passed us, 
calling the hour, as if in a.time of profound 
tranquillity, 

Finding it altogether impracticable to force 
our way any further down Holborri-Hill, and 
hearing that the Fleet Prison had, been set on 
fire; we penetrated through a. number of 
narrow lanes, behind St. Andrew’s Church, 
and presently found ourselves in the.middle of 
Fleet-Market. Here, the same Destruction 
raged, but in a different stage of its progress. 
Mr. Langdale’s houses were already^ at the 
height of their demolition : the Fleet Prison 
oil the contrary'was only beginning to bla^e, 
and the sparks or flaming particles that filled 
the air, fell so thick upon us on every side, 
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as to render unsafe its immediate vicinity. 
Meanwhile we began to hear the Platoons 
discharged on the other side of the river, to¬ 
wards St. George’s Fields j and were in¬ 
formed, that a considerable number of the 
Rioters had been killed on Black-friars 
Bridge, which was occupied by the Troops. 
On approaching it, we beheld the King’s 
Bench Prison completely wrapt in flames. 
It exhibited a sublime sight, and we might be 
said there to stand in a central point, from 
whence London offered on every side, before, 
as well as behind us, the picture of a city 
sacked and abandoned to a ferocious enemy. 
The shouts of the populace, the cries of 
women, the crackling of the fires, the blaze 
reflected in the stream of the Thames, and 
the irregular firing whioh was kept up both in 
St. George’s Fields, as well as towards the 
quarter of the Mansion-House, and the 
Bank;—all these sounds, or images combined, 
left scarcely any thing for the imagination to 
supply; presenting to the view every recol¬ 
lection, which the classic descriptions in 
Virgil, or in Tacitus, have impressed on the 
mind in youth, but which I so little expected 
to see exemplified in the Capital of Great 
Britain. 
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Not yet satisfied, and hearing that an ob¬ 
stinate conflict was going on at the Bank, 
between the Soldiery and the Rioters, we de¬ 
termined, if possible, to reach that spot. 
We accordingly proceeded through St. Paul’s 
Church-yard towards it, and had advanced 
without impediment to the Poultry, within 
about sixty paces of the Mansion House, 
when our progress was stopped by a Centinel, 
who acquainted us that the Mob had been 
repulsed in their attempt upon the Bank; 
but, that we could penetrate no further* in 
that direction, as his orders were peremptory, 
not to suffer the passage of any person. 
Cheapside, silent and empty, unlike the 
Streets that we had visited, presented neither 
the appearance of tumult, nor of confusion* 
though to the East, West, and South, all 
was disorder. This contrast formed not the 
least striking circumstance of the moment. 
Prevented thus from approaching any nearer 
to the Bank, satiated in some measure 
with the scenes which we had witnessed, and 
wearied by so long a peregrination, which, 
from our first alighting near Bloomsbury 
Square, had all been performed on foot; we 
resolved to return to the west end.of the town. 
On Ludgate Hill we were fortunate enough 
to find a Hackney Coach, which conveyed 
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US safely back, about four o’clock in the 
morning. 

It is impossible for the most prejudiced 
person, without violating truth, to accuse 
the Opposition of having had any partici¬ 
pation as a Body, direct or indirect, in these 
outrages.. They were indeed,, themselves, 
individually, the objects of popular prejudice 
and violence, not less than the Ministers; 
Sir George Savile.’s house in Leicester Square, 
having been one of the first assailed and plun¬ 
dered by the mob, Devonshire House in 
Piccadilly, menaced with the same fate, was 
considered as so insecure, that the Duchess 
of Devonshire yielding to her fears, did not 
venture to remain in it after dusk, for a con¬ 
siderable time. She took refuge at Lord 
Clermont’s in Berkeley Square, where she 
deemed herself safe from attack ; and lay 
down.for successive nights, on a Sofa, ora 
small tent Bed, placed in the Drawing Room. 
Many other persons of both sexes,, of the 
highest rank, either quitted their own Dvyell- 
ings, or sent their most valuable effects and 
jewels into the country. The first Minister, 
Lord North, passed that alarming night, at 
his official residence in Downing Street; ac¬ 
companied by a few Friends, who had 



MEMOIRS. 


333 

paired thither to offer him their personal aid, 
if circumstances should render it necessary 
for his protection. 

One of those Gentlemen, Sir John Mac- 
pherson, has often recounted to me the 
particulars of that memorable Evening, which 
I shall give in-his own words, and which 
will be perused with no common interest. 
“ A day : or two before the 7th of June,” 
said he, Count Maltzan, then the Prus- 
“ sian Minister at our Court, called on me; 

and informed me that the Mob had de- 
‘‘ termined to attack the Bank. He added, 
“ that the fact had come to his knowledge 
through an authentic channel, on the ac- 
curacy of which I might depend. Having 
conveyed this Intelligence immediately to 
“ Lord North, I received on the morning of 
‘‘ that day, an intimation to be at his house 
“ in Downing Street at dinner. When I 
“ got there, I found Mr. Eden, (since created 
“ Lord Auckland) the Honourable General 
“ Simon Fraser, the Honourable John St; 
“ John, and Colonel North, afterwards Earl 
“ of Guilford.. Mr. Brummell. Lord North’s 
“ private Secretary, whp hved likewise in the 
same Street, was in attendance, but did 
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not make one of the Company. We sat 
“ down at table, and dinner had scarcely 
been removed, when Downing Square, 
through which there is no outlet, became 
thronged with people, who manifested a 
“ disposition, or rather a determination, to 
proceed to acts of outrage. Lord North, 
“ with his habitual good humour, observed 
to me,: ‘You see, Macpherson, here is 
“ much confusion. Who commands the 
“ upper tier ?’ ‘ I do,* answered Colonel 

“ North, ‘ and I have got twenty or more 
“ Grenadiers well armed, stationed above 
“ stairs; who are ready on the first order, to 
“ fire upon the Mob.’ General Fraser sat 
“ silent; while Mr. Eden, whose house was 
“ situated on the opposite side of the Square, 
“ only remarked calmly to Colonel North, 
“ that if the Grenadiers fired, their shot would 
“ probably enter his windows. The tumult 
“ without still continuing, and it being un- 
“ certain from one minute to another, 
“ whether the populace might not proceed to 
“ extremities; Lord North said to me, 
“ ‘What is to be done Macpherson?’ * My 
“ opinion,’ answered I, ‘is to send out two 
“ or three persons, who mixing among the 
“ Crowd, may acquaint them that there are 



MEMOIRS; 


335 


“ troops posted in the house, ready, without 
waiting for. the Riot Act being read, to fire 
‘f on them, the instant that they commit 
‘f any outrage; exhorting them at the same 
‘f time, for their own sakes, to disperse 
peaceably without delay. But,* added I, 
Nous parlbns de la Guerre, devant Anni- 
“ bal. ^ Here sits General Fraser, who 
“ knows far better than any of us, what is 
“ wisest to be done, and who has not yet 
“ opened his mouth.* The populace con- 
“ tinued to fill the little Square, and became 
“ very noisy; but they never attempted to 
force the street door. Mr. St. John held a 
pistol in his hand; and Lord North, who 
never lost an occasion of jesting, exclaimed, 
‘5 ‘ I am not half so, much afraid of the Mob, 
“ as of Jack St. John’s pistol.’ By degrees, 
“ as the. Evening advanced, the people, in- 
“ formed, from various quarters, that there 
were Soldiers posted in the house, ready to 
“ fire if they committed any violence; began 
“ to cool, and afterwards gradually to dis- 
“ perse without further effort. We then 
sat down again quietly at the table, and 
finished our wine.’* 

- Night coming on, and the Capital pre- 
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" senting a scene of tumult or conflagration 
“ in many various quarters. Lord North,* 
“ accompanied by us all, mounted to the 
“ top of the house, where we beheld London 
“ blazing in seven places; and could hear 
the Platoons regularly firing in various di- 
rections. ‘ What is your opinion of the 
.remedy for this evil?’ said Lord'North to 
“ me. ‘ I should try, my Lord,’ answered 
“ I, ‘to effect a junction, or to open some 
“ communication, with the Heads of Oppo- 
“ sitioii, for the protection of the Country/ 
“■‘You talk,’ replied he, ‘as if the thing 
“ could be done - but it is not practicable/ 
“ I know however" that a day or two after- 
“ wards,' notwithstanding the opinion so 
“ given by Lord North, he and Mr. Fox 
“ personally met, behind the Scenes at the 
“ Opera House in the Haymarket, at Eleven 
“ in the forenoon. They held a conference 
“ there 5 but of the nature of the con versa* 
“ tion which passed between them,' I. am 
“ wholly ignorant.” Such was Sir John 
Macpherson’s account of the circumstances 
to which he was an eye-witness, at that 
moment of public calamity. 

Lord George Germain, like the first Minis- 
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ter, having assembled some Friends, bar¬ 
ricaded the passages.and entrance to his house 
in Pall Mall, which was very susceptible of 
defence; after which, he coolly waited, for; 
the attack of the; populace. But, the Rioters, 
were too well- informed of the precautions 
taken,, to. make any attempt on him. Event 
the King himself remained on foot, during 
the far greater part of that memorable night, 
which he. passed between Buckingham ;House 
and the Royal Manege ;contiguous ; into the 
latter of which Buildings, a Detachment of 
the Horse Guards had been early admitted, 
who were ready to have sallied out upon the 
Insurgents. No man who knows.the/Steadif 
ness and firmness which His Majesty has 
since displayed in the most trying situations, 
when his person has .been exposed to danger; 
can doubt that he would have given on that 
occasion, had it been unfortunately necessary, 
the strongest proofs of courage. He would 
not have acted the part , which Louis the 
Sixteenth exhibited on the 10th of August; 
1792 ; when, under, similar circumstances, 
surrounded by a savage Mob, instead of de¬ 
fending himself.to the last , extremity, he 
abandoned the defence of his Palace, and of 
his Family, to take refuge in the National 
VOL. I. Z 
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Assembly. George the Third had embraced 
the resolution of repelling force by force, in 
case of necessity, and of perishing in support 
of the laws, of civil order, and regular govern¬ 
ment, rather than, survive their extinction. 
But, happily, no attempt was made by the 
Populace, to attack any part of the Queen’s 
House or Offices. 

Various were the opinions and assertions 
hazarded, relative to the numbers that 
perished in the Riots between the third and 
the seventh of June, 1780 : but as no certain 
Data can be obtained, beyond the official re¬ 
turns of killed and wounded, the amount 
must always remain matter of conjecture. 
Probably, it far exceeded the computation 
commonly made; and from the concurring 
testimony of those persons who were most 
competent to form a sound judgment, I be¬ 
lieve it would not be over-rated at seven hun¬ 
dred individuals, killed and wounded. The 
slaughter was most considerable at the King’s 
Bench, at the Bank, and on Black Friars 
Bridge. Colonel de Burgh, a Son of the Earl 
of Clanrickard, commanded one of the Regi¬ 
ments sent to St. George’s Fields. All the 
Troops , did their duty, notwithstanding the 
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efforts which the Populace exerted to seduce 
them, by calling on them as Protestants, and 
invoking their aid or their protection. Many 
of the Soldiers, in reply to these blandish¬ 
ments, exclaimed, that they would not hurt 
the Mob. A great Nobleman, now alive, 
who, like myself, was a spectator of all the 
scenes of devastation committed on that night; 
told me that he felt strong doubts whether 
De Burgh’s Regiment would actually draw 
the trigger. Impressed with that conviction, 
he mentioned his apprehensions on the point, 
to the Colonel; who instantly replied, that he 
knevv his men, and could rely on their prompt 
obedience. The event justified his confi¬ 
dence : for no sooner had he given the word 
of command to fire, than, levelling their fire¬ 
locks, they soon compelled the Rioters to 
seek their safety in immediate dispersion. If 
the “Gardes Francaises” in 1789, had be¬ 
haved like our regular troops in 1780, the 
French Revolution might have been sup¬ 
pressed in its birth; and. Europe would not 
have groaned during fourteen years, under 
the acciiniulated calamities inflicted on it by 
Bonaparte. But, the difference of character 
between the two Sovereigns of Great Britain 
and of France, constituted one great cause of 
Z 2 
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the different fate that attended the two Mo¬ 
narchies. George the Third, when attacked, 
prepared to defend his Throne, his Family, his 
Country, and the Constitution entrusted to 
his care. They were in fact saved by his De¬ 
cision. Louis the Sixteenth tamely aban¬ 
doned all to a ferocious Jacobin Populace, 
who sent him to the Scaffold. No man of 
courage or of principle, could have quitted 
the former Prince. It was impossible to save, 
or to rescue, the latter ill-fated, yielding, and 
passive Monarch. 

Many of the Rioters, who fell at Black 
Friars Bridge, or in its vicinity, where the 
slaughter was most considerable, were imme¬ 
diately thrown over into theThames, by their 
companions. The carnage which took place 
at the Bank likewise was great, though not of 
very long duration , and in order to conceal 
as much as possible, the magnitude of the 
number, as well as the names of the persons 
who perished, similar precautions were taken. 
All the dead bodies being carried away du¬ 
ring the night, were precipitated into the 
’River. Even the impressions" made by the 
‘Musket balis, on the houses opposite to the 
Bank; were; as much as possible erased next 
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morning, and the buildings \vhitewa,shed., 
Government and the Rioters seem to have, 
felt an equal disposition, by drawing a veil 
oyer the extent of the calamity, to bury .it in: 
profound darkness. To Colonel Holroyd, 
since deservedly raised to the British Peerage; 
as Lord Sheffield, and to his Regiment of Mi¬ 
litia, the Country was eminently indebted for 
repelling the fury of the Mob at the Bank 5 
where, during some moments, the conflict 
seemed doubtful,; and the assailants bad near¬ 
ly forced an entrance. Lord Algernon Per¬ 
cy, now Earl of Beverley, marched likewise 
at the head of the Northumberland Militia; 
to the same spot. Their arrival, together, 
with the energy, promptitude, and decision 
which Colonel Holroyd manifested, princi¬ 
pally conduced to ensure the safety of that 
great National Establishment. Numbers con¬ 
cealed their wounds, in order to evade disco¬ 
very of the part which they had taken in the 
disorders of the Capital. It is however indis¬ 
putable, that almost all who perished,, were of 
a. low and obscure description. 

If the Populace had been conducted by 
leaders of system or ability, London must 
have been fundamentally overturned on that 
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night. The Bank, the India House, and the 
Shops of the great Bankers, would in that case 
have been early attacked; instead of throw¬ 
ing away their rage, as they did, bn Popish 
Chapels, private houses, arid prisons. When 
they began, after their first fury had exhaust¬ 
ed itself, to direct their bbws more systema¬ 
tically and skilfully, the time for action was 
passed. Government, which was accused with 
reason of having appeared supine during the 
first days of J une, awoke early enough to pre¬ 
serve the Metropolis and Public Credit, from 
sustaining the last shock of popular violence. 
In fact, from the instant that the three Bridges 
over the Thames were occupied by regular 
troops, the danger was at an end. This aw¬ 
ful convulsion, which, on Wednesday, the 
seventh of June, seemed to menace the de¬ 
struction of every thing; was so completely 
quelled, and so suddenly extinguished, that 
on the eighth, hardly a spark survived of the 
popular effervescence; Some few persons in 
the Borough of Southwark, attempted to re¬ 
peat the outrages of Wednesday; but they 
were easily and immediately quelled by the 
military force. Never was a contrast exhi¬ 
bited more striking, than between those two 
Evenings, in the same city! The patroles of 
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Cavalry, stationed in the Squares and great 
Streets, throughout the West End of the 
Town, gave London the aspect of a Garrison: 
while the Camp which was immediately af¬ 
terwards formed in St. James’s Park, afforded 
a picturesque landscape j both sides of the 
Canal, from the Queen’s House down to the 
vicinity of the Horse Guards, being covered 
with tents and troops. 

The common danger, which united all Par¬ 
ties for the time, extinguished, or at least sus¬ 
pended in some measure, even the virulence 
of political enmity. Alarmed at the prospect 
of impending Destruction, some of the prin¬ 
cipal Leaders of the Opposition repaired, 
unasked, to St. James’s, under pretence of 
offering their services to the Administration; 
nearly as the Dukes of Somerset and Argyle 
had done in the last Days of July, 1714, when 
Queen Anne lay insensible, near her end. 
The Marquis of Rockingham hearing that a 
Privy Council was summoned to meet on the 
Morning of the 7 th of June, which, all who 
enjoyed seats at that Board, were called or 
invited to attend 5 made his appearance in an 
undress, his hair disordered, and with testi¬ 
monies of great consternation. Nor did he. 
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tvhen seated at the Table, where the King 
was present, spare the Ministers, for having,' 
as he asserted, by their negligence,‘'^or want 
timely t energy,» allowed the Asseniblage • of 
People to take place in St. Geofge’b Fields,- 
which original Meeting led to all the subse¬ 
quent Outrages. It is nevertheless incontes¬ 
table, that to the Decision manifested by His' 
Majesty on that occasion, the safety of the 
Metropolis, and its extrication from all the 
Calarhiti'es that impended over it, was princi¬ 
pally, or solely to be ascribed. Elizabeth, or 
"William the Third, could not have displayed," 
more: calm l and systematic' courage in the' 
highest sense of the term, than George the 
Third exhibited in so trying a moment. Far^ 
from throwing liimself for support or guidance 
on his Cabinet, as a Prince .of feeble charac¬ 
ter would have done 5 he came forward, and? 
exhibited an example of self-devotion to his 
Miriisters.' ' J - •- ; A • 

■ t, .,n * A. - A 

b it is well known that at the Council to 
which I have alludedj the King assisted in 
person. The great Question was there dis¬ 
cussed, on which hinged the protection and- 
preseVvatibh of the Capital; a question, re¬ 
specting which, the first legal characters werb' 
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divided ; and on which. Lord Mansfield him¬ 
self,.was with reason accused of never haying 
clearly expressed his opinion up to that time. 
Doubts existed, whether Persons riotously 
collected together, and committing Outrages 
or Infractions of the Peace, however great, 
might legally be fired on by the military 
power; without staying previously to read the 
Riot Act. Lord Bathurst, President of the 
Council, and Sir Fletcher Norton, Speaker of 
the House of Commons, who were both pre¬ 
sent; bn being appealed to for their Opinion, 
declarM that “ a Soldier was not less a Citi¬ 
zen, because he was a Soldier, and consequent¬ 
ly that he might repel Force by Force :” but, 
no Minister would sign the Order for the Pur¬ 
pose. , In. this Emergency, when every Mo¬ 
ment was precious,—Mr. .Wedderburn, since 
successively raised to the dignity of a Baron 
and of an Earl of Great Britain, , who was then 
Attorney-general, having been called in to 
the Council Table, and ordered by the King 
to deliver his official opinion on the point; 
stated in the most precise terms, that any 
such Assemblage might be dispersed by mili¬ 
tary ibrce;, without waiting for forms, or read¬ 
ing the Act in Question. • “ Is that your de¬ 
claration of the Law, as Attorney-general ?” 
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said the King. Wedderburn answering de¬ 
cidedly in the affirmative, Then so let it be 
done,” rejoined His Majesty. The Attorney^- 
general drew up the Order immediately, 
which the King signed, and on which Lord 
Amherst acted the same Evening. The com¬ 
plete suppression of the Riots followed in the 
course of a few hours. Never had any people 
a greater obligation to the judicious Intrepi¬ 
dity of their Sovereign! 

Nor ought we to deny the merit due to 
Wedderburn, for having with so much deci¬ 
sion cut the Gordian knot, which the Lord 
Chief Justice of the King’s Bench, either 
could not, or would not untie. His inexpli¬ 
cit Declarations on the subject, involuntarily 
remind us of the Accusations levelled against 
him by “ Junius,” when, speaking of Lord 
Mansfield, he says, Besides his natural 
“ timidity, it makes part of his political plan, 
“ never to be known to recommend violent 

measures. When the Guards are called 
“ forth to murder their fellow subjects, it 
“ is not by the ostensible advice of Lord 
“ Mansfield.” Here we see him in 1780, 
acting precisely as he had done twelve years 
earlier, in 1768. Nor is it a less curious and 
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extraordinary Fact, that the very exertion 
by which the King preserved London in 
June, 1780 , from suffering the utmost ex¬ 
tremities of violence and pillage, constitutes, 
as a Principlej the subject of “ Junius's se- 
verest Reflexions upon him, in March, 
1770.” “ Did His Majesty," says he, 

consult the Laws of this Country, when he 
permitted his Secretary of State to declare, 
“ that whenever the Civil Magistrate is trifled 
“ withi a military force must be sent for, 
without the delay of d Moment^ and effect- 
“ tually employed So true is it, that at 
every period of his life, the King manifested 
the same consistency of Character, and su¬ 
periority to personal apprehension. When 
nevertheless, we reflect that in 1768 , a Ma¬ 
gistrate of the county of Surry, had been ca¬ 
pitally accused and brought to trial, for or¬ 
dering the Soldiery to fire on Rioters engaged 
in the most violent acts of Outrage in St. 
George’s Fields, though the Riot Act had 
been twice read; we cannot be surprized at 
the apprehension displayed by Lord . Mans¬ 
field, to sanction and authorize the same pro¬ 
ceeding in 1780 . The Sovereign alone, as 
First Magistrate, impelled by the awful na¬ 
ture of the Emergency, and he only, could 
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have taken upon him so serious a Responsi¬ 
bility. 

No individual manifested more abhorrence 
of the Rioters, or exposed himself by his de¬ 
clarations on that subject, to more personal 
danger, than Burke; whom his enemies ac¬ 
cused of having been brought up in the tenets 
or principles of the Romish faith. This con¬ 
duct did him great honouri and proved him 
superior to the meanness of Party. His 
house in the Broad Sanctuary, Westminster, 
was threatened, but not attacked. Fox con¬ 
tented himself with condemning the Authors 
of the Disorders, but took no active part in 
their suppression. On the contrary, here- 
fused to lend any personal support to Govern¬ 
ment, when pressed in the House of Com¬ 
mons, to co-operate for the extrication of the 
Capital 3 though Burke, who was there pre¬ 
sent, loudly expressed-his wish for unanirnity 
and association in that moment of national 
distress. It is impossible not to recollect, 
that as they thus diverged in different lines 
during the Riots of 1780, so in 1792, twelve 
years later, they exhibited a sirnilar diversity 
of. conduct 5 Burke lending his powerful aid 
to prop monarchical Government, while Fox 
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remained tlie advocate of Republicanism, and 
the apologist of the French Revolution. 
Wilkes, who in the early part of His Majesty’s 
reign, had made so glorious a resistance to 
General Warrants, displayed as manly a re¬ 
sistance to popular violence, during the whole 
progress of the Riots j and had he filled the 
chair of Chief Magistrate, instead of Kennett, 
would unquestionably, by his vigour, have 
prevented many or all the disgraceful Scenes 
which took place in the Capital. r 

All the proofs given by Opposition, of their 
detestation for these calamitous Exhibitions 
of popular fury, did not, however, produce 
complete conviction. Many persons still 
believed, that some of the Parliamentary 
Leaders secretly fomented, or privately encou¬ 
raged, the Rioters. Suspicions were thrown 
on the Earl of Shelburne, probably with great 
Injustice. The natural expectation of pro¬ 
ducing a change in Ministry, was imagined 
to suspend or supersede in certain Minds, 
every other consideration; and it was even pre¬ 
tended, though on very insufficient grounds, 
that Peers did not scruple to take an active 
part in the worst ,excesses of the Night of the 
Seventh of.June. ...Public clamour selected 
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the Earl of Effingham in particular, as an ob¬ 
ject of accusation. It was generally asserted, 
that he had mingled with the Rioters on 
Black-friars Bridge; that he had there been 
mortally wounded, and his body, afterwards 
thrown into the River, by those of his own 
Party; but, not till he had been identified 
and recognized by his Dress, particularly by 
his laced ruffles. Those who were acquainted 
with that Nobleman, and who knew his style 
of Dress, instantly detected the absurdity, as 
well as falsity of the charge; for no man was 
ever less distinguished by any ornaments of 
apparel. His sudden disappearance from 
London, ^where he certainly had been seen at 
the commencement of the Riots ; the general 
ignorance in which people remained, of the 
place to which he had withdrawn; and his 
known, as well as violent, dislike to the Ad¬ 
ministration ;—all these circumstances con¬ 
duced, nevertheless, to maintain the delu¬ 
sion for a considerable time. At the begin- 
ing of the ensuing Winter, he re-appeared in 
the House of Lords, in his usual health; and 
stated to his acquaintance, that early in June, 
he had gone down to his seat of Grainge 
Hall in Yorkshire, where he had ever since 
resided. Such Persons as still remained in- 
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credulous, explained his absence by saying, 
that he had been hurt or wounded on the 7th 
of June 5 but it is probable that the report 
originated altogether in calumny. 

Lord George Gordon, the primary author 
of these outrages, was not taken into custody, 
till two or three Days after they had been 
suppressed. Ministers were reproached with 
not having committed him to the Tower 
on the second of June, when he assembled, 
harangued, and excited the Mob to extort 
compliance with their demands from the 
House of Commons. But, the attempt to 
seize, and to send him to prison, at a time 
when every avenue to the House was thronged 
with multitudes, when the Lobby overflowed 
with them, and when the doors of the House 
itself might have been, every instant, forced 
in ; would have formed an imprudent, not to 
say a dangerous experiment. It is difiicult to 
find any instance in our Annals, when Parlia¬ 
ment received a grosser insult; or when the 
Members composing both Houses, incurred 
a greater risk of falling victims to popular 
violence. The mobs of 1641, and the follow¬ 
ing year, under Charles the First, directed 
their rage against the Sovereign and his prin- 
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cipal advisers, not against the Representatives 
of the Nation. Cromwell, when in 1653 he 
drove out and dissolved, the Rump Parlia¬ 
ment, offered, no outrage to their persons, 
but simply broke up the legislative Assembly 
by a military force. The Tumults in 1733, 
when Sir Robert Walpole first attempted to 
introduce the Excise Laws, seem to form the 
nearest approach or similarity to the proceed¬ 
ings in 1780; but, longo Intern alio. ' ‘ * 

It cannot be doubted that if the populace 
had forced their way into the House of Com¬ 
mons, Lord George would not have survived 
to recount the exploit. Many Members who 
were there present, justly indignant at his 
conduct, threatened him with instant death, 
as soon as any of the rioters should burst open 
the doors. The.late Earl of Carnarvon, theil 
Mr. Henry Herbert, followed him close, with 
that avowed determination; and General 
Murray, uncle to the present Duke of Athol, 
a man whom ! intimately knew, and who, 
when incensed, was capable of executing the 
most desperate resolution; held his sword 
ready to pass it through Lord George’s body, 
on the first irruption of the mob. It will 
always remain disputable, whether Ambition, 
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fanaticism, or alienation of. mind, contri-. 
buted most to the part which he acted, in 
assembling, and inciting the people to acts 
of violence. That he was not insensible to 
the political consideration which he obtained: 
from his personal influence over so vast a 
multitude, cannot be questioned. .To reli¬ 
gious Enthusiasm or conviction, something 
may perhaps be fairly attributed j but, more 
must be laid to the deranged state of his un-’ 
derstanding, though no Circumstance in his 
conduct or deportment, could possibly subject 
him to be considered as insane. He appears, 
in fact to have been perfectly master of him¬ 
self, and in possession of all his faculties, du-r 
ring every stage of the Riots: nor is it to be- 
imagined that he either foresaw or intended, , 
any of the outrages which were committed* 
after the second of June. But he had put in 
motion a machine, of which he could not re¬ 
gulate or restrain the movements: and. un¬ 
questionably, the Mob which set fire to Lon¬ 
don, was of a far more savage, as well as atro¬ 
cious description, than the original assem¬ 
blage of'people who met in St." George’s 
Fields. The late Lord Rodney, who was. 
then an Officer in the Guards, told me, that 
having been sent on the night of the 7th of* 
VOL. I. 2 A - 
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June, to the defence of the Bank of England, 
at the head of a detachment of his Regiment, 
he there found Lord George Gordon, who ap¬ 
peared anxiously endeavouring, by expostula¬ 
tion, to induce the populace to retire. As 
soon as Lord George savv Captain Rodney, he 
strongly expressed his concern at the acts of 
violence committed; adding, that he was 
ready to take his stand by Captain Rodney’s 
side, and to expose his person to the utmost 
risk, in order to resist such proceedings. 
Rodney, who distrusted however his sincerity, 
and justly considered him as the original cause 
of all the calamities, declined any communi¬ 
cation with him; only exhorting him, if; he 
wished to stop the further effusion of Blood, 
and to prevent the destruction of the Bank, 
to exert himself in dispersing the furious 
crowd. But, whatever might be his inclina¬ 
tion, he was altogether destitute of the power. 
The military force alone saved the Bank from 
being plundered, and prevented the tempo¬ 
rary subversion of the national Credit. 

I knew Lord George Gordon well, and I 
once accompanied him from a party where, 
we met, in Lower Grosvenor Street, at the 
late LordElcho’s, to Ranelaugh, in the Sum- 
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mer of 1782 , in his own Coach: in his per¬ 
son he was thin, his features regular, and his 
complexion pale; His manners were gentle^ 
his conversation agreeable, and he had the 
appearance, as well as the deportmenty of a 
man of Quality. There was however some¬ 
thing in his cast of countenance and mode of 
expression, that indicated cunning, or a per¬ 
verted understanding, or both. His whole 
income consisted, I believe, in an annuity of 
six hundred Pounds a year, paid him by the 
Duke of Gordon, his Brother. It forms a 
singular subject of reflection, that after in¬ 
volving London in all the horrors of insurrec¬ 
tion and Anarchy, he should have escaped any 
punishment for these proceedings, which cost 
the lives of so many individuals, and the de¬ 
molition of so many Edifices 3 while he expi¬ 
ated by a rigorous imprisonment to the end 
of his days, in Newgate, the publication of a 
libel on the late unfortunate Queen of France, 
who, herself, perished on the Scaffold. He 
exhibited the strongest attestation of the sin¬ 
cerity of his conversion to Judaism, by sub¬ 
mitting to one of the most painful ceremonies 
or acts enjoined by the Mosaic Law. The 
operation, which was. performed at Birming¬ 
ham, confined him to his chamber, if not t<j 
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his bed, for a considerable time; and he pre¬ 
served with great care, the sanguinary proofs, 
of his having undergone the amputation. 
Few individuals occupy a more conspicuous, 
or a more unfortunate place in the Annals of 
their country, under the reign of George the. 
Third. He will rank in History, with Wat. 
Tyler,and Jack Cade, the incendiaries of the 
Plantagenet Times j or , with Kelt, so memo¬ 
rable under Edyvard the Sixth. , 

The Elements seemed to. conspire with all 
the foreign enemies of, Great Britain, at this 
period; the Hurricane of October, 1780, 
which took place in the West Indies, being, 
one of the most tremendous in its nature, as 
well as violent in its effects, commemorated, 
in the course of the Eighteenth Century.. 
Though its destructive rage spread devastation 
in a greater or a less degree, over the whole 
chain of the Carribee Islands, yet Barbadoes 
experienced its greatest fury,.together, with 
the severest loss of lives and property. A. 
friend of mine. General James Cunningham, 
was then .Governor of the Colony. He has . 
related to me, that after remaining above 
ground as long as it was practicable with safe¬ 
ty, he, accompanied by a number of his, fa-., 
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mily and domestics, took refuge in a small cel¬ 
lar, several feet lower than the level of the 
Street, at Bridge Town, the Capital of the 
Settlement. Here, indeed, they found them¬ 
selves secure from the Danger of being crushed 
under the ruins of the house which they had 
just quitted, or from being completely borne 
off and swept away by the force of the wind. 
But, they were soon assailed by two new mis¬ 
fortunes, against which they could provide no 
sufficient remedy. The first inconvenience 
arose from the severe cold which they en¬ 
dured 3 the Climate having changed, in the 
course of a few hours, from intense heat, to a 
contrary extreme. The other evil, which was 
of a still more alarming nature, threatened 
their destruction, from the rain which flowed 
in upon them in great quantity, as it fell in 
torrents. While they remained in this de¬ 
plorable situation, up to the knees in water, 
doubtful whether to continue in the cellar, 
where about twenty bf them huddled toge¬ 
ther, were crouded into a very narrow spacer 
or whether to attempt reaching some more 
secure shelter ^ a tall athletic Negro of Gene¬ 
ral Cunningham’s family, who lay upon him, 
in a posture which did not admit of his mov¬ 
ing, said to the General, Massa, if I not 
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mak? wat^r, I die.’* Do it then in God’s 
name/,’ answered he. The Negro had no 
sopner received this permission, than instantly 
availing himself of it, he bedewed the General, 
from the nape of his neck, to his very shoes; 
mnch, as we are taught to believe; in the 
manner of a Hottentot Priest, when celebrat¬ 
ing the nuptial ceremony. “ But,” added 
Gtinningham, when relating the story, “never 
did .I experience a more grateful sensation 
“ than was produced by this warm libation, 
“ which seemed to animate my frozen frame, 
“ and to revivify my body. > I regretted 
when it stopped, and I derived from it 
“ essential service in tho hprrors of that in- 
“ describable night.” ■ - 

The situation of the Negro, impelled by 
a necessity paramount to all respect or re¬ 
straint, reminds me of a fact somewhat 
similar, which took, place at the palace of 
Sans Souci. The great Frederic, in a select 
society, having been one day more eleyated 
and convivial than usual after dinner, was in¬ 
duced by the gaiety of the conversation, to 
prolong the accustomed limits of the repastj 
and to detain :his guests to a late hour. His 
Majesty furnished, himself, the chief share of 
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the entertainment, by the brilliancy of his 
sallies; but he forgot, unfortunately, that 
his guests were men. One of them, an old 
General, who was often among the persons 
invited to the royal table, but whose powers 
of retention had suffered in the course of 
twelve Campaigns; anticipated with extreme 
impatience, the moment when the King, by 
rising, would permit of his quitting the Apart¬ 
ment. In this hope and expectation, he long 
supported with unshaken fortitude, one of the 
most pressing demands of nature. Overcome 
at length, and yielding to a power stronger 
than himself, he suddenly rose from his chair, 
and exclaiming, ** Sire^ Tout est grand dans 

Voire Majeste, jusqu'd la Vessie mime, 
“ Sire, Je me meurs,** ran out of the room. 
Frederick was charmed with the ingenuity of 
the compliment, and laughed heartily at the 
General’s distress, which might however have 
proved fatal to him. Tycho Brahe’s death 
was caused by a precisely similar act of im¬ 
prudent respect. 

Parliament having been dissolved early in 
September, I was elected one of the Members 
for Hindon in the county of Wilts 5 and the 
new House of Coihmons meeting towards 
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rthe end of October, the first Debate turned 
on . the choice of a Speaker. Lord George 
Germain, not Lord North, commenced the 
proceedings on that Evening, arid performed 
the principal part. It was not intended by 
.Ministers, that Sir Fletcher Norton,/.who 
during near, eleven years, ever since the resigr 
nation of Sir John -Gust in January, 1770, 
bad filled the Chair,, should re-occupy it in 
the new Parliament; He had giyen umbrage 
during ...the. Session ;pf 1777, both to the 
Sovereign, and to the Administration, by a 
memorable. Speech, which he addressed to 
the King, while standing in; his official capa¬ 
city, .at.the Bar of, the House of Peers. And 
though the admonition or exhortation.that he 
thought proper then to use, relative, to the 
economical Expenditure of .the Money voted 
.by the House,of Commons, fiad met with the 
Approbation of the Country at large, yet,it 
unquestionably produced his eventual exclu¬ 
sion from the Employment of .Speaker. ..Lord 
North having tried the ground at St.. James’sj 
found His Majesty determined upon the 
point,- , Conscious, nevertheless, that itVould 
be .highly unpopular to;place his intended dis-^ 
mission., on such a basis ; Ministers availed 
themselves, of Sir FJetcher’s ill state of health. 
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\vliich had considerably impeded the progress 
of public Business in the preceding; Session, 
as forming a sufficient cause for his removal. 
AVhile, therefore, they passed high Euldgiums 
on his ability and talents, they lamented that 
infirmities of body rendered it improper to 
ask of him, or to accept from him, a conti¬ 
nuance of his public services. Sir Fletcher 
however, rising in his' place, and speaking 
from the Opposition Bench, while he was sus¬ 
tained by that, povverful. and numerous' Pha¬ 
lanx- endeavoured to point, out the latent 
enmity, as well as the obvious nullity, of the 
^Ministerial arguments. He affected, .it is 
true, to disclaim any wish of being .again 
placed in the Speaker’s Chair j but he took 
care to accompany, the declaration,.-by ^in 
assertion of his perfect physical capacity to 
jneet its duties and fatigues. His;appearance 
seemed indeed to present the aspect of a man, 
:Who, though.somewhat declined in years, did 
not manife.st any tokens of decay.- All.the 
personal attacks levelled by N.orton’s friends, 
on the Opposition side of the. House, at 
Lord North, could neither induce nor pro.voke 
the First Minister to open his lips, on the 
occasion. He remained profoundly silent: 
but Mr. Rigby, unintimidated by the cla- 
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mours of Sir Fletcher’s adherents, after boldly- 
avowing that he was dismissed for his po¬ 
litical trespasses, justified his exclusion from 
thp Ghair, on parliamentary or on Ministerial 
grounds. Cornwall was chosen Speaker, by 
a very large Majority. 

Sir Fletcher Norton, though perhaps justly 
accused, as a professional man, of preferring 
profit to conscientious delicacy of principle; 
and though denominated in the coarse Satires 
or Caricatures of that day, by the Epithet of 
“ Sir Bullface Doublefeeyet possessed 
eminent parliamentary, as well as legal ta¬ 
lents. Far From suffering in his capacity of 
Speaker, by a comparison either with his im¬ 
mediate predecessor or successor in that high 
Office, he must be considered as very superior 
to both. The Chair of the House of Com¬ 
mons, during the whole course of the Eigh¬ 
teenth Century, was never filled with less 
dignity or energy, than by Sir John Cust, 
whom Wilkes treats in all his letters, with the 
most contemptuous irony, or the most mor¬ 
tifying insult. Cornwall possessed every 
physical quajity requisite to ornament the 
place; a sonorous voice, a manly, as well as 
imposing figure, and a commanding deport- 
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ment: but his best ministerial recommenda¬ 
tion to the Office, consisted in the connexion 
subsisting between, him. and Mr. Charles 
Jenkinson, then Secretary at War, which 
the marriage of the former Gentleman, with 
the sister of the latter, had cemented. After 
his Election, Corn wall gave little satisfaction, 
and had recourse to the narcotic virtues of 
Porter, for enabling.him to sustain its fatigue: 
an Auxiliary which sometimes becoming too 
powerful for the Principal who called in its 
assistance, produced inconveniences. The 

Rolliad,” alluding to the Speaker’s Chair, 
as it was filled in 1784, says. 

There Cornwall sits, and ah ! compelled by Fate, 
Must sit for ever through the long Debate; 

Save when compelled by Nature’s sovereign will. 

Sometimes to empty, and sometimes to fill.”- 

- “ Like sad Prometheus fastened to the Rock, 

In vain he looks for Pity to the Clock; ’ 

In vain the Powers of strengthening Porter tries. 

And nods to for fresh supplies.” 

AVe may here remark, as a curious fact, 
that Sir Fletcher’s dismission from the Office 
of Speaker, conducted him, within eighteen 
Months,, to the Dignity of the Peerage; an 
Elevation which he owed solely to the jea- 



364 


HISTORICAL 


Jousies and rivalities that arose between Lord 
Rockingham and Lord Shelburne, as soon as 
th6y, got into Power : whereas, Cornwall, his 
successful competitor, after presiding more 
than eight years in the House of Commons, 
died without ever ( entering the u House of 
Xords. It was thus that Dunning, reached that 
Goal, while Wallace missed it. So much does 
.the disposition of events, which in common 
language, we denominate. Fortune, regulate 
the affairs of Men, in defiance of Juvenal’s 

“ Nos te, 

Nos facimus, Fortuna, Deam, Caeloque locamus.” 

Little consolation can be derived during 
this gloomy period of our History, from car- , 
rying our view beyond the Metropolis,.to the 
extremities of the Empire, or from considering 
the operations of the. war by sea and land. 
As Geary had succeeded to the Command of 
the Channel fleet, by Hardy’s death, so Darby 
took the same-Command soon afterwards, in 
consequence of Geary’s resignation. None 
of these names will be pronounced with En¬ 
thusiasm by Posterity. Admiral Barrington^ 
by his repulse of D’Estaign at St. Lucie, ac¬ 
quired the only renown gained on the Ocean, 
from the commencement of Hostilities in 
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July, 1778, till the period when Rodney was 
sent out to the West Indies. The disgraceful 
disputes that arose between Keppel and Pal- 
liser, which, after convulsing the Navy, and 
dividing the Kingdom, began insensibly to 
fall into oblivion; were again revived during 
the short time that the House of Commons 
remained sitting before the Christmas Recess. 
In consequence of Sir Hugh Palliser’s Ap¬ 
pointment to the Government of Greenwich 
Hospital, Jhe Events of the 2l7th July, 1778, 
were discussed anew, with all the acrimony of 
Party. Sir Hugh, in his defence, read at the 
Table of the House, a paper, the length, dul- 
nessj.and insipidity of which, put the pa-, 
tience of his auditors, as I well remember, to 
a severe trial. I have, however, always con¬ 
sidered him . as an, able,' meritorious, and 
calumniated naval Officer, who fell a sacrifice 
to Ministerial unpopularity. Lord North, 
with whom, not to be defeated, constituted 
a sort of victory; and who generally con¬ 
tented himself with half triumphs; after de-^ 
fending Palliser with his usual ability, and 
with more than his common animation ; hav- 
ing thus rescued him from the fangs of his 
enemies, aimed at no further advantage, but 
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moved for an Adjournment early in De¬ 
cember. 

As if to complete the Glimax of our national 
ttiisfortunes at this humiliating period, Hol¬ 
land was added to the number of our enemies; 
war being declared against the Seven United 
Provinces, before the close of 1780, notwith¬ 
standing the repugnance equally felt at such 
a rupture, by the King of Great Britain, and' 
by the Stadtholder. More than a Century 
had then elapsed, since we had been engaged 
in Hostilities with the Dutch, under the pro¬ 
fligate reign of Charles the Second. During 
some portion of the intermediate time, the 
two Countries had' been governed by one 
Prince; and one soul might be said to ani¬ 
mate their Counsels after the expulsion of 
James the Second, when their joint Efforts 
were directed to stem the current of Louis the 
Fourteenth’s arms in the Netherlands. Even 
subsequent to King William’s Decease, the 
United Provinces made common cause with 
his successor, against France; under Marl¬ 
borough: but the disgraceful termination of 
that great struggle, which lasted near ten 
years, dissevered England' and Hollands 
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After the Peace of Utrecht, in 1712, no close 
nor cordial union subsisted between the Ca¬ 
binets of the Hague and of St. James’s. The 
Dutch were, indeed, prevailed on to join 
George the Second, as'auxiliaries, though not 
as principals, in the war of 1743, undertakea 
to preserve Maria Theresa on the throne of 
her father Charles the Sixth. Unfortunately,’ 
the English, Dutch, and Austrian Armies, 
which, while conducted by the great talents of 
Eugene and Marlborough, had nearly driven 
Louis the Fourteenth to the last extremities ; 
when . led by Kbnigseck, and by William, 
Duke of Cumberland, were every where de¬ 
feated on the same plains. Marshal Saxe-de¬ 
molished the Barrier that protected Holland 
against the overwhelming power of France; 
and only the moderation or indolence of 
Louis the Fifteenth, which checked his Con¬ 
quests, gave peace to Europe, in 1748, at> 
Aix-la-Chapelle. That Prince, had he been 
animated by the Ambition of his predecessor, 
or by the spirit of conquest which impelled 
the French Republic in 1795, might have en¬ 
tered Amsterdam, and have subjected the 
Zuyder Sea to his dominion. Having es¬ 
caped from this imminent peril, the Dutch 
remained neutral spectators of the Contest 
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which took place between us and France 
in 1756 , when Flanders, which for near 
a Century had constituted the Paloestra of 
Europe, by a singular Transition became a 
country of repose ; and the House of Austria 
for the first time joined her inveterate foe, the 
House of Bourbon. It was reserved for the 
calamitous iEra of the American War, which 
faniiliafized us with disgraces and reverses, to 
witness Holland openly ranged against Great 
Britain, under the Banners of Louis the Six¬ 
teenth and Charles the Third. The Opposi¬ 
tion exulted "at the Declaration of Hostilities 
between the two Countries, as setting the seal 
to Lord North’s ministerial embarrassments. 
Nor'could it be denied, that the necessity for 
blocking the Mouth of the Texel, and pro¬ 
bably engaging the Dutch Fleet at the en¬ 
trance of their own ports, in the depressed, 
as well as inferior state to which the British 
Navy had then sunk; augmented the difficul¬ 
ties under which the Administration labour¬ 
ed, while it encreased the unpopularity of the 
Sovereign. 

Yet never did any Government make 
greater efforts to avert' and avoid a rupture, 
than were exerted by Lord North’s Cabinet. 
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Sir Joseph Yorke, who, by long residence in 
Holland, had become.in some measul-e natu¬ 
ralized at the Hague, exhausted every art of 
Diplomacy, to stem the current of French and 
American politics. The Stadtholder, no less 
than the majority of the People throughout 
the Seven United Provinces, nourished the 
warmest partiality towards Great Britain: 
but the Prince of Orange had lost the public 
respect which his high Office ought to have 
excited; and the Nation, immersed in narrow 
speculations of commercial advantage, dis¬ 
played no spark of that public spirit, or of 
those great Energies, which had operated 
such powerful effects against Philip the Se¬ 
cond and Third, Kings of Spain, during the 
sixteenth and seventeenth Centuries. The 
Pensionary, Van Berkel, acting under the 
impulse of Maurepas and of Vergennes, pre¬ 
cipitated his countrymen on war with Eng¬ 
land, by signing a Treaty with the American 
Insurgents; precisely as Madison, in the 
Summer of 1812 , commenced hostilities with 
us, by the suggestions of his Corsican Di¬ 
rector. Nor did Fox and Burke arraign more 
severely the Measures of Lord North, as hav¬ 
ing produced the rupture that took Place 
with Holland; than the Leaders of Opposi- 
VOL. I. 2 B 
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tion in the House of Commons, inveighed 
against the line of conduct on the part of Mi¬ 
nisters, which led to the late Contest with 
America.. Both Wars arose principally from 
a similar cause; the apparently desperate, or 
highly alarming. condition of England. In 
1780, we appeared to be rapidly sinking un-r 
der the; combination of European, Asiatic, 
and American, foes. In 1812, Bonaparte, 
Master of the Continent, from the frontiers of 
Portugal to those of Russia, prepared to con¬ 
summate the subjugation of Europe, by a 
march to, Moscow. ' .To. Van Berkel, and to 
Madison, the occasion,seemed equally favor¬ 
able for the developement of their rancorous 
enmity to the English Government. The 
measures of the former .Minister led, at no 
distant period of tii(rie, in the space of about 
fifteen years, to the subjugation and subver¬ 
sion of the Republic of Holland. Futurity 
will shew whether, the policy of Madison, if 
his base subservience to Bonaparte can merit 
the name, will prove more successful or bene-; 
ficial i and how far. the American Presi¬ 
dent will justly challenge, the future gratitude 
of” his countryrhen,; more than the Pension¬ 
ary of Amsterdam merited The support of 
the Dutch. 
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Nearly about the same time, Marla The¬ 
resa, Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, ex¬ 
pired at Vienna, after a reign of forty years, 
during which she had exhibited a memorable 
instance of the vicissitudes of fortune. Like 
Frederic, King of Prussia, she acceded in 
1740 ; and a great portion of their lives was 
passed in mutual hostility; The strength of 
her mind, and the tenacity of her characteri 
sustained her amidst difficulties, which a wo¬ 
man of inferior resolution could not have sur¬ 
mounted. Since the death of Elizabeth, 
Queen of England, in 1603, Europe had not 
beheld any female on the Throne, who united 
so many private virtues, to so many great 
public endowments. Maria Theresa mani¬ 
fested a masculine mind, blended with femi¬ 
nine qualities calculated to conciliate univer¬ 
sal affection. As a Sovereign, she possessed 
far greater constancy and energy, than had 
been exhibited by her father, the Emperor 
Charles the Sixth, or by her Grandfather, 
Leopold the first. Charles, while resident in 
Spain during “ the. War of the Succession,’’ 
displayed no Endowments of Character j and 
Leopold betrayed a Want of every Resource, 
when in 1683, at the Approach of the Grand 
Vizier Cara Mustapha, he fled to Passaii, 
2b2 
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leaving his Capital and Dominions to be ra¬ 
vaged or besieged by the Turks. The Cau^ 
tipn, experience, and moderation of Maria 
Thpresa, restrained the pernicious activity of 
her Son and Successor, Joseph the Second. 
Ifis accession to the Dominions of the House 
of Austria, forms an unfortunate iEra in the 
history of that Family; and was one of the 
many concurring circumstances which even¬ 
tually facilitated the progress of the French 
Arms in the Netherlands, after the Revo¬ 
lution.. ‘ 

Though sinking^ under the accumtilated 
pressure of advancing age, as well as of dis¬ 
ease and infirmity, Maria Theresa retained 
the possession of all her faculties, nearly to 
the last moments of her life. Religion and 
resignation srnoothed its close. Two of the 
Archduchesses, her daughters, Maria and 
Elizabeth, who remained unmarried, con¬ 
stantly attended about her Bed ; but I have 
been assured that they could not prevail on 
their Mother, though they earnestly entreated 
it, even a short time preceding her dissolu¬ 
tion, to bequeath her blessing to the Arch¬ 
duchess Amelia, their Sister. That Princess, 
who had been married to Don Ferdinand, Duke 
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of Parma, was supposed to have committed 
great irregularities of every kind. Only a 
short time before Maria Theresa breathed her 
last, having apparently fallen into a sort of 
insensibility, artd her .eyes being closed; one 
of the Ladies near her person, in reply to ah 
enquiry made respecting the state of the Ehii 
press, answered that her Majesty seemed to 
be asleep. ^^No,” replied she, I could 
" sleep, if I would indulge repose ; but I 
" am sensible of the near approach of Death, 
" and I will not allow myself to be surprized 
" by-, him in my sleep. I wish to meet 
" my dissolution, awake.” . There is nothing 
transmitted to us by Antiquity, finer than 
this answer, which is divested of all ostenta¬ 
tion. Voltaire himself. Cynic as he was, and 
always severe upon crowned heads, must 
have admired it. Even the great Frederic, 
who survived Maria Theresa near six years; 
though he met the approach of death with 
philosophy and fortitude, yet betrayed much 
reluctance, displayed some peevishness, and 
perhaps manifested a little affectation or 
vanity, in the preparations for his departure. 
Neither Augustus, nor Vespasian, nor Adrian, 
though each of these Emperors seems to have 
contemplated Death with a steady coun- 
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.tenance, and almost with a smiling look ^ 
yet manifested more perfect self-possession in 
the last act of life. Maria Theresa was as 
much superior in virtue to her contemporary, 
Catherine the Second, as she -fell beneath 
that Princess in brilliancy of talents. In the 
arts of reigning, in courage, in benignity of 
disposition, and in solid endowments of un¬ 
derstanding, the Austrian, may dispute for 
superiority even with the Russian Empress. 
Posterity will perhaps confer more admira¬ 
tion on the latter Princess, but must reserve 
its moral approbation and esteem for the 
former Sovereign. 

- ■ •, ^ ^ ■ 


END OF PART THE FIRST. 
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PART THE SECOND, 

January, 1781. 

T AM now arrived, in the course of these 
Memoirs, at the beginning of the year 
1781 . Before, however, we enter on the po¬ 
litical events of that disastrous period, it 
seems indispensable that , we should survey 
the character of the Sovereign, of the Cabinet 
Ministers, of the Leaders of Opposition, and 
the principal persons in both Houses of the 
new Parliament. Great Britain did not then 
present the same august, majestic, and in¬ 
teresting spectacle to mankind, which we 
have since exhibited, even during the. most 
disastrous moments of the late Revolutionary 
War. The Empire, under Lord North’s 
^Administration, was shaken and convulsed 
in almost every quarter. Domestic faction 
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pervaded all the Departments of Government, 
infected the Navy, and manifested itself in 
every Debate of either House of Parliament. 
The English were discontented; the Scots were 
sullen: and. the Irish had become clamorous 
for political, as well as for commercial Eman¬ 
cipation. A Ministry, the members of which 
body did not always'act in union, and still 
prosecuting a hopeless contest with America; 
whatever ability the individuals composing it 
might separately possess, yet inspired no 
public confidence in the success of their 
future Measures. National Credit began to 
droop under the expenses of a war carried oil 
across the Atlantic, at an immense distance; 
■while the commerce of the Country suffered 
at least in an equal degree, from the depre¬ 
dations of the Enemy. Nor had Lord North 
provided, as Mr. fitt afterwards did in 1786, 
any Sinking Fund for the gradual extinction of 
the Taxes which he annually imposed. 

The great Continental Powers looked on, 
either as unconcerned spectators. Or as secret 
enemies. Joseph the Second, Emperor of 
Germany, who had recently succeeded to 
the.. Bohemian and Hungarian Thrones ; 
imitating in this instance his Mother’s line of 
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policy, and occupied with domestic Reforms 
of various kinds, took indeed no open part. 
But, connected as he was with France, 
by his sister’s marriage to Louis the Six^ 
teenth, his inclinations might be supposed 
to lean towards the House of Bourbon. The 
great Frederic, sinking in years, as well as 
under the pressure of diseases and infirmities; 
satiated with military fame ; attentive princi¬ 
pally to the improvement of his Dominions, 
and the augmentation of his Revenue ^ always 
attached from disposition, to the manners, 
language, arid Grown of France ; beheld 
with satisfaction, the augmenting Difficulties 
of the English Government. He had never 
forgiven Lord Bute for retaining, when First 
Minister, the Subsidy claimed by Prussia in 
1762 ; and he nourished a dislike to the 
Country, which, as he perhaps justly con¬ 
ceived, had broken its faith with him on so 
important a point. Catherine the Second, 
ever anxious to throw a veil of Glory, over the 
tragical circumstances which placed her on 
the Russian Throne, by aggrandizing the 
Russian Empire; and availing herself, with 
ability of the distress of England, contending 
against so many adversaries; set up preten¬ 
sions to a maritime exemption from the 
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Right of Search, claimed and exercised by 
Great Britain in time of War. Placing her¬ 
self at the head of the Baltic Powers, in 
union with the Courts of Copenhagen and 
Stockholm, which made common Cause with 
her, she attempted to emancipate their Navies 
from any further submission to the British 
Flag. Lord North, unable to resent, or to 
oppose the policy of Catherine by open force, 
temporized, and waited for more propitious 
Times- Portugal alone, amidst the general 
Hostility or Defection of Europe, ventured to 
manifest her amicable disposition; and had 
the generosity to refuse to join the -Baltic 
Confederacy, or to accede to the Armed 
Neutrality of the Northern States. • -iot 

The King at this period of his Reign, was 
far advanced in his forty-third year. Though 
he came into the world at the term of seven 
Months; a fact which is indisputable, as the 
late Duchess of Brunswic, his Sister’s birth, 
took place on the 11th of August, 1737; and 
that of His Majesty, on the 4th of June, 
1738;' yet nature had conferred on him a 
sound and vigorous frame of body. He was 
born in Norfolk House, St. James’s Square, 
where Frederic, Prince of Wales, then re- 
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sided; who had been peremptorily ordered 
only a short time before, to quit St. James’s 
Palace, by George the Second. I saw, not 
much more than a Year ago, the identical 
Bed in which the Princess of Wales was de¬ 
livered, now removed to the Duke of Norfolk’s 
seat of Worksop in the County of Notting¬ 
ham; and it forcibly proves the rapid progress 
of domestic elegance and taste, within the 
last Eighty years; Except that the furniture 
is of green silk, the Bed. has nothing splendid 
about it; and would hardly be esteemed fit 
for the accommodation of a person, of ordi¬ 
nary condition in the present Times. ■ A 
course of systematic abstinence and exercise, 
had secured to George the Third the enjoy¬ 
ment of almost uninterrupted health, down 
to the time of which I speak. So little had 
he been incommoded by sickness, or by indis¬ 
position of any kind, from the period of his 
Accession, till his memorable seizure in 1788; 
that scarcely was he ever compelled to ab¬ 
sent himself on that account, from a Levee, 
a Council, or a Drawing-room, during eight 
and twenty years! One only exception to 
this Remark occurred in the Autumn of 
1765 , when he was attacked by a disorder 
that confined him for several weeks; relative 
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to the nature and seat of which Malady, 
though many conjectures and assertions have 
been, hazarded, in conversation, and even in 
print, no satisfactory information has ever 
been given to,the world; n'. ' ‘ 

In the King’s countenance, a Physiogno.. 
mist would have distinguished two principal 
characteristics^ firmness, or as his enemies 
denominated it, obstinacy; tempered with 
benignity, The former expression was how¬ 
ever indisputably more marked and prominent 
than the latter sentiment; He seemed to 
have .a tendency to become corpulent; if he 
had not repressed it by systematic and unre¬ 
mitting temperance. On this subject ! shall 
relate a fact, which was communicated to me 
by a friend. Sir John Macpherson, who re¬ 
ceived it from the great Earl of Mansfield, to 
whom the Kinghimself mentioned it; forcibly 
demonstrating that strength of mind, renunci¬ 
ation of all excess, and dominion over his ap¬ 
petites; which have characterized George the 
Third at every, period of his life. Conversing 
with William, Duke of Cumberland, his uncle^ 
hot long before that Prince’s death in 1764, 
His Majesty observed, that it w'as with con¬ 
cern he jemarked the Duke’s augmenting; 
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corpulency. “ I lament it not less, Sir,’* re¬ 
plied he, “ but it is constitutional; and I am 
much mistaken if Your Majesty will not 
“ become as large as myself, before you attain 
‘‘ to my age.” It arises from your not using 
■ ^ sufficient exercise,” answered the King. I 
“ use, nevertheless,” said the Duke, “ con- 
stant and severe exercise of every kind. 
But there is another effort requisite, in 
“ order to repress this tendency^ which is 
“ much more difficult to practise; and with- 
out which, no exercise, however violent, 
will suffice. I mean, great renunciation 
“ and temperance. Nothing else can pre- 
“ vent Your Majesty from growing to my 
“ size.” The King made little reply; but 
the Duke’s words sunk deep, and produced a 
lasting impression on his mind. From that 
day he formed the resolution, as he assured 
Lord Mansfield, of checking his constitu¬ 
tional inclination to corpulency, by unre¬ 
mitting restraint upon his appetite: a deter¬ 
mination which he carried into complete 
effect, in defiance of every temptation. 

Perhaps no Sovereign, of whom History, 
ancient or modern, makes mention in any Age 
of the Earth, has exceeded him in the prac- 
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tice of this virtue.’ It is a fact, that during 
many years of his life, after coming up from 
Kevv, or from Windsor," often on horseback, 
and sometimes in heavy rain, to the .Queen’s 
House; he has gone in a Sedan Chair to St. 
James’s, dressed himself,, held a Levee, passed 
through all the forms of thaflong and tedious 
ceremony; for such it wa;S in the way that 
he performed it; without leaving any:. in¬ 
dividual in the Circle, ’ unnoticed : and has 
afterwards assisted at a Privy Council, or 
given Audience to his Cabinet Ministers and 
others, till five, and even sometimes till six 
o’clock. After so much fatigue of body and 
of mind, the only refreshment or sustenance 
that he usually took, consisted in a few slices 
of bread and butter and a dish of Tea, vvhich 
he sometimes swallowed as he walked up and 
down, previous to getting into his Carriage, 
in order to return into the country. His un¬ 
derstanding, solid and sedate, qualified him 
admirably for business, though it was neither 
of a brilliant, lively, nor imposing description. 
But his manner did injustice to the endow¬ 
ments of his intellect: and unfortunately, it 
was.in public that these minute personaf de¬ 
fects.or imperfections became most conspi¬ 
cuous. Dr. Johnson, indeed, thought other- 
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wise-.oil the Subject: for, after the conver¬ 
sation with which His Majesty was pleased to 
honor,that great literary character, in the Li¬ 
brary at the Queen’s House, in February, 
1767 , he passed the highest Encomiums on 
the elegant manners of the Sovereign. Bos¬ 
well, in Johnson’s Life, speaking of this Cir¬ 
cumstance, adds, “ He said to Mr. Barnard, 
the Librarian, ‘ Sir, they may talk of the 
“ King as they will, but he is the finest Gen- 
“ tleman I .have ever seen.’ And he after- 
wards observed to Mr. Langton, ^ Sir, his 
manners are those of as fine a Gentleman, 
" as we may suppose Louis the Fourteenth, 
or Charles the Second.* ” 

Independant of the effect necessarily pro¬ 
duced on Johnson’s mind, by so unexpected 
and flattering a mark of royal condescension, 
which may well be imagined to have operated 
most favorably on the opinions of the Moral¬ 
ist; he was perhaps of all men, the least ca¬ 
pable of estimating personal elegance of de¬ 
portment. His vast intellectual powers lay 
in another line of discrimination. Had John¬ 
son been now living, he might indeed witness 
the finest model of grace, dignity, ease, and 
affability, which the world has ever beheld. 
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united in the same person. In him are really 
blended the majesty of Louis the Fourteenth, 
with the amenity of Charles the Second. But 
George the Third was altogether destitute of 
these ornamental and adventitious endow¬ 
ments. The oscillations of his body, the pre¬ 
cipitation of his questions, none of which, it 
was said, would wait for an answer • and the 
hurry of his articulation, afforded on the con¬ 
trary, to little minds, or to malicious ob¬ 
servers, who only saw him at a Drawing room, 
occasion for calling in question the soundness 
of his judgment, or the strength of his facul¬ 
ties. None of his Ministers, however, and 
Mr. Fox, if possible, less than any other, en¬ 
tertained such an opinion. His whole Reign 
forms indeed, the best answer to the imputa¬ 
tion. That he committed many errors, nou¬ 
rished many prejudices, formed many errone¬ 
ous estimates, and frequently adhered too 
pertinaciously to his Determinations, where 
he conceived, perhaps falsely, that they were 
founded in reason, or in justice;—all these 
Allegations may be admitted. Nor can the 
injurious effects to himself, and to his people, 
necessarily flowing in various instances, from 
such defects of Character and of Administra¬ 
tion, be altogether denied. But these Infir- 
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mities, from which no man is exempt, catinoi 
impugn his right to the affectionate venera¬ 
tion of Posterity, for the inflexible uprightness 
of his public conduct. And as little can they 
deprive him Of the suffrages of the wise and 
good of every Age, who will bear testimony 
to the expansion of his mind, and the invari¬ 
able rectitude of his intentions. 

- It would, indeed, be difficult for History to 
produce an instance of any Prince who has 
united and displayed on the Throne, during 
near half a Century, so many personal and 
private virtues. In the flower of youth, un¬ 
married, endowed with a vigorous constitu¬ 
tion, and surrounded with temptations to 
pleasure or indulgence of every.kind,when 
he succeeded to the Crown, he never yielded 
to these seductions. Not less affectionately 
attached to the Queen, than Charles the First 
was to his Consort Henrietta Maria, he re¬ 
mained nevertheless altogether exempt from 
the uxoriousness which characterized his un¬ 
fortunate predecessor, and which operated so 
fatally in the course of his Reign. 

- Wilkes, in. the papers of the “ North Bri¬ 
ton,” and “ Junius,” always affected, by.. 

VOL. I. 2 C 
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drawing, comparisons between the two Kings^ 
to demonstrate the moral resernblance that; 
existed between them : but, the pretended si¬ 
milarity was only external, in matters of mere 
deportment, not of solid character. It must 
be apparent to every impartial Person, who 
studies their respective reigns and line of po¬ 
litical action, how superior was George the 
Third to Charles, on the three great points 
that constitute the essential difference be¬ 
tween men. The first of these qualities was 
Firmness of Mind. To his weakness, not even 
to give it a severer Epithet, in abandoning 
Lord Strafford to the rage of his enemies, we 
may trace a,ll the misfortunes that accompa¬ 
nied Charles from that Time, down to the 
close of life^ misfortunes aggravated by the 
reproaches of his own conscience, for deliver¬ 
ing up his Minister a victim to popular vio¬ 
lence. His present Majesty neither deserted 
Lord Bute, when most unpopular, in 1763; 
nor the Duke of Grafton, amidst the Tumults 
of March, 1769; nor Lord North in the more 
awful Riots of June, 1780. As little did he 
turn his back on Lord George Germain, after 
the defeats of Saratoga, or of York Town, 
amidst the disasters of the American war. 
Far from recurring for support to his Minis- 
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ters, he* constantly extended it to them; and 
never shrunk from personal risk, responsibi¬ 
lity, or odium. His conduct on the memora¬ 
ble seventh of June, 1780, both at the Coun¬ 
cil Table, and during the course of that cala¬ 
mitous, nightwhich followed, will best exem¬ 
plify the assertion. Charles, though person¬ 
ally brave in the field, and perfectly composed 
on the Scaffold, was deficient in political cou¬ 
rage, steadiness of temper, and tenacity of 
determination. These qualities formed the 
distinguishing characteristics of George the 
Third, who seems, when assailed by misfor¬ 
tunes, to have taken as his Motto, the senti¬ 
ment of the Roman Poet: 

“ Tu ne cede Malis; sed contra, audentior ito.” 

Nor does the balance incline less in his fa¬ 
vor, when compared with his predecessor of 
the Stuart line, on the article of Judgment. 
If any act of His present Majesty’s Reign or 
Government, may seem to bear an analogy to 
the intemperate, vindictive, and pernicious 
attempt of Charles, to seize on the five Mem¬ 
bers of the House of Commons; it was the 
order issued by a General Warrant, to take 
Wilkes into custody. Nor shall I undertake 
2 C 2 
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the defence of that proceeding, which I have 
always considered as the least justifiable Mea¬ 
sure in. every Sense, embraced since the 
King’s accession to the Throne'.' 'But; when 
he autho-rized it, in April, 17^3, he had not 
completed his twenty-fifth year. Charles the 
First was above forty, at the time of his com¬ 
mitting the rash act in question. That 
George the Third, if he had ever been re¬ 
duced to take up arms against his subjects, 
might, from the partialities of parental affecr- 
tion, have committed an error similar*to that 
of Charles when he entrusted the command 
of his forces to Prince Rupert; T will even 
admit to be probable, reasoning, from the in¬ 
ternal Evidence afforded by the campaigns of 
1793; 1794 , and 1799. But, no man who has 
followed the whole chain of events from 1760 
down to 1810, can hesitate in pronouncing, 
that under circumstances the most appalling 
to the human mind, demanding equal forti¬ 
tude and intellectual resources; he has dis¬ 
played a degree of ability, that we would 
vainly seek in the Stuart King’s unfortunate" 
Administration, terminated by the Scaffold. 

It is however in moral Principle and goodi 
Faith, that the superiority of the one Sove- 
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reign over the other, becomes most irresist¬ 
ible, and forces the completest conviction. 
“ Charles the First,’/ says ‘‘ lived and 

“ died a Hypocrite.”, However severe we 
may esteem this sentence,; we cannot contest 
that his insincerity formed a prominent fea¬ 
ture of his character, and. eminently con¬ 
duced to his destruction. It was proved by a 
variety of facts, and it unquestionably de¬ 
terred Cromwell, as well as others of the Re¬ 
publican leaders, from exhibiting or antici¬ 
pating* the conduct of Monk. Unable to trust 
his most solemn assurances, they found no 
security for themselves, except in bringing 
him to the Block. But, George the Third 
exhibited a model of unshaken fidelity to his 
engagements; even those most repugnant to 
his own feelings, and most contrary to. his 
own j^udgment. I could adduce many proofs 
of the fact; How magnanimous was his re- 
oeption and treatment of Adams, in . a 

man personally obnoxious ; when presented 
to him at his Levee, as Envoy from the Ame¬ 
rican States! In terms the most conciliating, 
yet nobly frank, he avowed to that Minister, 
with what reluctance he had consented to the 
separation of the Trans-Atlantic British Co¬ 
lonies from his Dominion3 “But,” added he. 
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their Tnrlependance being now consum- 
mated, 1 shall be the last man in my King- 
dom to encourage its violation.” 

He acted in a similar manner,- when the 
Preliminaries of Peace were signed in ISOI, 
with France. No Measure of State in the 
Power of Ministers to adopt, could have been, 
under-the existing circumstances, less conso¬ 
nant to his ideas of safety, policy, and wis¬ 
dom : a fact of which the Cabinet was so per¬ 
fectly aware, that Lord Hawkesbury affixed 
his signature to 4he Articles, not only with¬ 
out the King’s consent or approbation, but, 
without his knowledge. It took place, as is 
well known, on the first of October, just as 
he was about to return from Weymouth to 
Windsor. The Cabinet instantly sent off a 
Messenger, with the intelligence,' who met 
the King at Andover; and the Pacqiiet was 
brought to him as he stood in the Drawing 
Room of the Inn, engaged in conversation 
with the late Earl of Cardigan; and two other 
Noblemen. His- Majesty, wholly unsuspi¬ 
cious of the fact, and not expecting to receive 
any hews of importance, ordered them not to 
leave the Apartment, as they were preparing 
to do, in order that he might have time to 
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peruse the Dispatch. But, on inspecting its 
contents, he betrayed so much surprize, both 
in his looks, and gesture, that they were again 
about to quit his presence. The King then 
addressed them, and holding the Letter open 
in his hand, “ I have received surprizing 
“ news,” said he, “ but it is no secret. Pre- 

liminaries of Peace are signed with France. 

1 knew nothing of it w'hateverj but since 
'‘-it is made, I sincerely wish it may prove a 
“ lasting Peace.” 

Louis the Twelfth, King of France, sur- 
named in History, “ the Father of his peo¬ 
ple,” is said to have observed, that “ if good 
faith were banished from among men, it 
should be found in the bosoms of Princes.” 
This sublime maxim or sentiment, seems to 
have been inherent in the intellectual forma¬ 
tion of Greorge the Third. His Coronation 
Oath was ever present to his mind; and he 
dreaded the slightest infraction of that solemn 
Compact made with his people, to which the 
Deity had been invoked as a party, far more 
than the loss of his Crown or life. When Mr. 
Pitt, sustained by four of the Cabinet Minis¬ 
ters, made the experiment of forcing him to 
violate it, on the 29th of January, 1801, rela- 
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tive to the Question of Catholic Emancipa¬ 
tion in Irelandthey instantly found them¬ 
selves out of Office. They unquestionably 
did not intend to 0 resign: but, having com¬ 
pelled the King no less than four times, in 
the course of a few years,' to give way, 
where, the Majority of his Cabinet differed 
from him ; they erroneously assumed, that 
he. would act in the same manner, where his 
Conscience was concerned. . Sustained how¬ 
ever by his principles, he did not hesitate a 
moment in accepting their Resignation, 
though he accompanied the Acceptance with 
the most flattering testimonies under his 
Hand, of esteem and personal attachrrient. 
Uninstructed by such a warning, Lord 
Grenville, who had been one of the five 
Cabinet Members alluded to above, aided by 
Lord Grey,, repeated the Attempt six years 
later, after Fox’s decease, with similar suc¬ 
cess. Charles the First did not manifest the' 
same religious respect for the sanctity of his 
Oaths and Engagements. If his enemies in 
Parliament, and in the Field,, could have re¬ 
posed the unlimited confidence in him, which 
George the Third challenged from his’Oppo- 
nents, that unhappy Prince might have die^ 
jn his Bed at Whitehall, 



MEMOIRS. 


393 


1781.] 

I will: subjoin only one Anecdote more, 
on a point so interesting, which ;vitally 
characterizes the present King. Towards the 
end of the month of January, 1805,, at a 
time when he was much occupied,in prepara¬ 
tions for the Installation of the Knights of the 
Garter, destined to take place on the ap¬ 
proaching Twenty-third .of April; and while 
conversing on the subject wdth some persons 
of high rank, at Windsor; one of them, a No¬ 
bleman deservedly distinguished by his favour, 
said, “ Sir, are not the new Knights, now 
“ meant to be installed, obliged to take 
“ the Sacrament before the ceremony?” 
Nothing could assuredly have been further 
from his idea or intention, than to have asked 
the Question, in a manner capable of imply¬ 
ing any levity or irreverence. Nevertheless; 
His Majesty instantly changed countenance; 
and assuming a severe look, after a moment 
or two of pause, “ No,” replied he, “ that 
“ religious Institution is not to be mixed with 
“ our profane ceremonies. , Even at the time 
of my Coronation, I was very unwilling 
“ to take the Sacrament. But, when they 
“ told me that it was indispensable, and that 
I must receive it; before I approached the 
“ Communion Table, I took off the Bauble 
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from ray hea<;l. The Sacrament, my Lord, 
“ is hot to be profaned by our Gothic institu- 
“ tions.”—The severity of the King’s manner 
while he pronounced these words, impressed 
all present, and suspended for a short time, 
the conversation. Never was any Prince 
more religiously tenacious of his Engage¬ 
ments or Promises. Even the temporary 
privation of his intellect, did not affect his re¬ 
gard to the Assurances that he had given pre¬ 
vious to such alienation of mind ; nor, which 
is still more wonderful, obliterate them from 
his Recollection. I know, that on his Re¬ 
covery from the severest Visitations under 
which he has laboured, he has said to his 
Minister, in the first moments of his Con¬ 
valescence- Previous to my attack of 111- 
“ liess, I made such and such Promises; 
“ they must be effectuated.” How deep a 
sense of honour, and how strong a moral 
principle, must have aiiimated such a Prince! 

The education of George the Third had 
not been conducted of superintended in many 
respects, with as much care, as his Birth, 
and the great prospects to which he was heir, 
should seem to have claimed from his Pre¬ 
decessor. He was only between twelve and 
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thirteen years of age, when he lost his father; 
and the late King did not extend any very 
enlightened or affectionate attention to that 
important national object. Even his Mother, 
the Princess Dowager of Wales, appears to 
have been deeply sensible to the inefficacy of 
the various Preceptors successively employed 
about her son. Other charges, of a still more 
serious nature, were preferred against some 
of 1 he individuals entrusted with the formation 
of his'Principles, or who had constant access 
to him'; as if they endeavoured to imbue him 
with arbitrary notions, and to put into his 
hands, Autliors known to have inculcated 
tyrannical Maxims of Government. These 
accusations, destitute of proof, and denied in 
the most peremptory manner at the time 
"when they'were made in 175'i or 1753, 'by 
the Princess Dowager; rest on ho solid Foun¬ 
dations. If we wish to contemplate a Por¬ 
trait of the young Prince of Wales at seven¬ 
teen years of age, drawn by his own Mother 
in August, 1755 , and commiinicated con¬ 
fidentially to a friend, we" have it in Doding- 
ton’s “ Diary.” She said, that ‘‘ he was 
shy and backward; not a wild, dissipated 
Boy, but good-natured and cheerful, with 
a serious cast upon the whole; that those 
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“ about him, knew him no more than if 
they had never seen him. That he was 
“ not quick; but with those he was ac- 
quainted, applicable and intelligent. His 
“ education had given her much pain. His 
“ book-learning she was no judge of, though 
“ she-supposed it small or useless : but she 
“ hoped he might have been instructed in the 
“ general understanding of things.” It is 
imppssible to doubt the accuracy and fidelity 
of this Picture, many features of which, con¬ 
tinued indelible throughout his whole Reign, 

In modern History-he was tolerably well 
instructed; particularly in the Annals of 
England and of France, as well as of Ger¬ 
many : but in classical knowledge, and all 
the compositions of Antiquity, either of 
Greece or of Rome, historical, as well as po¬ 
etic, he was little conversant. So slight or 
imperfect was his acquaintance with Latin, 
that at Forty, it may be doubted if he could 
have construed a page of Cicero, or of Ovid. 
He never delighted indeed in those branches 
of study, nor ever passed much of his lime in 
sedentary occupations, calculated to improve 
his mind, after his Accession to the Crown. 
A Newspaper, which he commonly took up 
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after dinner, and over which, however in¬ 
teresting its contents might be, he usually fell 
asleep in less than half an hour, constituted 
the ordinary extent of his application. Nor 
ought we to wonder at this circumstance; if 
we consider how numerous vvere his Avoca¬ 
tions; and how little leisure, the necessary 
perusal of public Papers, Dispatches, and 
Letters, could have left him for literary Re¬ 
search. If, however, he did not possess a 
very cultivated understanding, he might ne¬ 
vertheless be justly considered as not deficient 
in Accomplishments befitting his high sta¬ 
tion. He conversed with almost equal flu¬ 
ency, as all those who frequented the Levee 
or the Drawing-Room, could attest, in the 
English, French, and Gerrhan languages; nor 
was he ignorant of Italian. He wrote with 
brevity, perspicuity, and facility. I have had 
opportunities to see or hear various of his 
confidential Notes, addressed, during the Pe¬ 
riod of the American War, to a Nobleman 
high in Office, some of which were written 
under very delicate circumstances. In all of 
them, good sense, firmness, principle, consis¬ 
tency, and self-possession, were strongly 
marked through every line. In Mechanics 
of all kinds, he delighted and indulged him- 
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selfj > a relaxation which seems, somewhat 
unjustl)’;, to have excited much animadver¬ 
sion, and still more ridicule. But it cannot 
be denied, that during this period of his Reign, 
and, down to a later stage of it, the English 
People,— for I will not say the Scotch,^— 
viewed all the failings of their Sovereign, with 
a microscopic eye, vvhile they did injustice to 
his numerous excellencies. They have,,hovy- 
ever, made him full amends since 1783, for 
their preceding severity. 

For Painting and Architecture he shewed 
a taste, the more admired, as his two imme¬ 
diate predecessors on the Throne, altogether 
destitute of such a quality, extended neither 
favor, nor .protection to Polite Letters. Since 
Charles the Fifst, no Prince had expended 
such sums in the purchase of productions oC 
Art, or so liberally patronized Artists of every 
kind. Music always constituted one of his 
favorite rjscreations; and towards this time of 
his life he began to take a pleasure in hunt-, 
ing, for vvhich diversion he had not, mani¬ 
fested in his youth, so much partiality. But, 
another occupation or passion, which, from 
its beneficial tendency and results, as well as 
from the tranquil enjoyments annexed to it. 
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might seem peculiarly analogous to his cha¬ 
racter and disposition, employed much of his 
thoughts, and no inconsiderable portion of 
his leisure. I mean Farming, and Agricul¬ 
tural pursuits. He may be said to have 
shewn the way, and to have set the example, 
which has been since imitated by the late 
Duke of Bedford, Mr.. Coke, Lord Somerville^ 
Sir John Sinclair, and so many other dis¬ 
tinguished persons. Even this inclination, 
however beneficial and laudable in all its re¬ 
sults, yet exposed him to satirical reflexions, 
which malignity or party spirit embodied in 
the form of Caricatures. 

Satisfied with the legitimate Power en¬ 
trusted to him by the British Constitution,, 
and deeply impressed with the sanctity as 
well as inviolability of the Oath administered 
to him at his Coronation; George the Third 
did not desire to pass the limits of his rightful 
Prerogative. “ The King,’* said Lord North 
frequently, “ would live on Bread and Water, 
“ to preserve the Constitution of this Coun- 
“ try. He would sacrifice his Life to main- 
“ tain it inviolate.” I know that such was 
his Opinion of his Sovereign, and Lord North 
could not err in forming a Judgment on the 
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Point.~But, equally tenacious of his just 
pretensions, and firm in resisting popular 
violence or innovation, he,never receded from 
any point, or abandoned any Measure, under 
the impulse of personal apprehension. His 
courage was calm, temperate, and steady; 
It vvas constitutional and hereditary ^ but it 
was always sustained by conviction, sense of 
public duty, and Religion. , These sentiments, 
inspired, accompanied, and upheld him, in 
the most distressing moments of his Reign. 
Though he had not, like George the First, 
commanded Armies, and made Compaigns, 
in Hungary, or on the Rhine; nor had he 
proved his valor in the field, like George the 
Second, who fought at Oudenarde.jn his 
youth, and at Dettingen in his age; yet he 
possess'ed no less bravery than his Ancestors: 
while he joined to personal steadiness, a 
quality, still more rare, political resolution, 
After the attempt made to assassinate him in 
1787, by Margaret -Nicholson ; an attempt 
which only failed from the knife being worn 
so thin about the middle of the blade, that 
it bent with the resistance of the King’s 
waistcoat,, instead of entering his body, as it 
would otherwise have done : he immediately 
held his Levee, with the most, perfect com- 
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posure. No person who was present on that 
day at St. James’s, could have supposed that he 
had just escaped from so imminent a danger. 

In November, 179-5, when the Pebble was 
thrown or discharged into the Coach, in 
which he was proceeding to Westminster, to 
open the Session of Parliament; while sur¬ 
rounded by a most ferocious Mob, who mani¬ 
fested a truly Jacobinical spirit • he exhibited 
a calmness and self-possession, prepared for 
every event. Few of his subjects would have 
shewn the presence of mind, and attention to 
every thing except himself, which pervaded 
his whole conduct, on the Evening of the 
15th of May, 1800, at the time that Hadfield 
discharged a Pistol over his head, in the 
Theatre, loaded with two Slugs. His whole 
anxiety was directed towards the Queen, who 
not having entered the Box, might, he ap¬ 
prehended, on hearing of the event, be over¬ 
come by her surprize or emotions. The 
Dramatic piece which was about to be repre¬ 
sented, commenced in a short space of time, 
precisely as if no accident had interrupted its 
performance; and so little were his nerves 
shaken, or his internal tranquillity disturbed 
by it, that he^ took his accustomed doze of 
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three or four minutes, between the conclusion 
of the Play, and the commencement of the 
Farce, precisely as he would have done on 
any other night. This circumstance, which 
so strongly indicated his serenity, did not 
escape the notice of his Attendants. 

He received during the course of his Reign, 
innumerable anonymous letters, threatening 
his life, all which he treated with uniform in¬ 
difference. A Nobleniany who is now'no 
more," and who during many years was fre¬ 
quently about his person, as well as much in 
his confidence; assured me that he had seen 
several of them, which His Majesty shewed 
him, particularly when at Weymouth. While 
residing there during successive seasons, he was 
warned in the ambiguous manner already 
mentioned, not to ride out on particular days, 
on certain roads, if he valued his safety: but 
the King never failed to mount liis Horse, 
and to take the very road indicated in' the 
letter. Speaking on the subject to that 
Nobleman, he said, ‘‘ I very well know that 
“ any man who chooses to sacrifice his owr 
“ life, may, whenever he pleases, take away 
“ mine; riding out, as I do continually, 
‘‘ with a single Equerry and a Footman. 
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I only hope that whoever may attempt it, 
will not do i it in a barbarous or brutal 
** manner.” ’ 'When we reflect on his con¬ 
duct under theset circumstances, as well as 
during the Tumults of March, = 1769, and the 
Riots of June, 1780 j—-and if we contrast it 
with the weak or pusillanimous deportment 
of Louis the Sixteenth, in July, 1789, when 
the French Monarchy 'was virtually over¬ 
turned ; in October of the same year,, at the 
time' of his being carried Prisoner , from Ver¬ 
sailles to Paris j or, on the 10th of August, 
1792, when he abandoned the Tuilleries, to 
seek refuge in the National Assembly;— 
we shall perceive the leading cause of the 
Preservation of England, and of the Destruc¬ 
tion of France. > To George the Third, con¬ 
sidered in his Kingly capacity, might well be 
applied the assertion, : / 

' -“ Tis the last Key stone 

“ That makes the Arch.”- 

He seemed as if raised up by Providence, 
in its bounty to mankind, like an impreg¬ 
nable mound, to arrest the fury of Revolution 
and Jacobinism. How can we wonder that 
such a Prince should prefer Pitt, notwith- 
2d 2 
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standing the inflexibilities of his character, 
and the intractability of his natural disposi¬ 
tion, for First Minister; rather than Fox; 
who was successively the Eulogist of Wash¬ 
ington, of Laurens, of La Fayette, of Con- 
dorcet, and all the Saints or Martyrs of 
French and American Insurrection! 

That George the Third did not display 
those great energies of mind, those arts of 
condescending popularity, and that assem¬ 
blage of extraordinary endowments, which 
met in Elizabeth ; and which rendered her at 
once the terror of Europe, and the Idol of 
her own subjects, must be. admitted. That he 
could not, like Charles the Second, balance 
the errors or the vices of his Government, by 
the seduction of his manners; and induce his 
people, like that Prince, to love his person, 
though they condemned his conduct; we 
shall as readily confess. . That he^ had not 
the advantage of being brought up amidst 
privations and mortifications of every kind, 
like William the Third; nor was, like Wil¬ 
liam, compelled, at his first entrance on public 
life, to extricate his country by Arms, from 
a powerful foreign invader:—that he did not 
nourisb the profound Ambition, or develope 
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the deep policy and active military spirit, of 
that illustrious Sovereign; cannot be disputed. 
But, if he was less distinguished by Talents 
than William, he exhibited greater virtues. 
He resembled, indeed; in the leading features 
of his character; more the Antonines, than 
Trajan or Augustus; and excited greater re¬ 
spect, than he awakened admiration. But, 
Ages may probably elapse, before we shall 
again behold on the Throne, a Prince more 
qualified on the whole to dispense Happiness, 
and more justly an object of universal affec¬ 
tion, blended with esteem. 

If we compare him, as it is natural to do, 
either in his public capacity, or in his private 
conduct, with'his two immediate predecessors, 
who may nevertheless justly be considered, 
on a fair review of their characters, as ami¬ 
able and excellent Sovereigns; the compa¬ 
rison is highly flattering to George the Third. 
He possessed indeed some- advantages not 
enjoyed by either of those Princes. His 
Birth, which took place in this Island; and 
that complete assimilation with the people 
of England, which can only result from the 
joint effect of habits, language; and educa¬ 
tion; gave him a superiority over them, and 



406 HISTORICAL [1781. 

placed him upon higher ground. The two 
preceding Kings w'ere Foreigners, who ac¬ 
ceded, or were called to the Throne^ at an 
advanced period of life. George the First 
had attained his fifty-third, and George the 
Second his forty-fourth year, at their respec¬ 
tive accession. They naturally and neces¬ 
sarily considered Hanover as their native 
Country, though fortune had transported them 
to another soil. Even their policy, their trea¬ 
ties, their wars, and all their Measures, were 
warped by foreign predilections, to which 
they sacrificed the interests of Great Britain. 
From these prejudices, the King, who had 
never visited his Electoral Dominions, nor 
knew Germany except by description, was 
exempt in a great degree. Less impetuous 
and irascible than his grandfather, he possessed 
likewise .a more capacious mind, more com¬ 
mand of temper,: and better talents for Go¬ 
vernment. In moderation, judgment, and vi¬ 
gour of intellect, he at least equalled George 
the First: while in every other quality of the 
heart, or of the understanding, he exceeded 
that monarch. In his private life^ as a hus¬ 
band, a father, and a man, he was superior 
to either. The conduct of George the First 
in these relations, will not, indeed, bear a 
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severe inspection. His treatment of the un¬ 
fortunate Sophia of Zell, his wife, whom he 
immured during the greater part of her life, 
in a solitary Hanoverian Castle; cannot be 
easily reconciled to the feelings of justice, or 
even of humanity. As little did he consult de¬ 
corum, or public.opinion and morals, in bring¬ 
ing over with him from Hanover to this 
Country, his two German Mistresses, Sophia, 
Baroness Kilmanseck, and Melesina, Princess 
of JEberstein; whom he respectively created, 
the one Countess of Darlington, and the 
other. Duchess of Kendal. We may see 
in Mr. Walpole^s “ Reminiscences,” how 
openly they were received. here in that 
character. Charles the Second could not 
have observed less secrecy, with respect tp 
Lady Castlemaine, or the Duchess of Ports¬ 
mouth ; nor have manifested less scruple 
about raising them to the Dignity of the 
British,Peerage. Even at sixty-seven years 
of age, George the First, it appears, was 
about to have formed a new-connexion of the 
same nature, with Miss Brett, when he was 
carried off by an apoplectic stroke. 


His Son and successor displayed indeed 
the utmost affection for his Queen, with whpn) 
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he not only lived on terms of conjugal union, 
but, whose loss he deplored with tears, and 
cherished the warmest respect for her me¬ 
mory. Yet he did not on that account, re¬ 
strain his inclinations for other women. Mrs. 
Howard, who became afterwards Countess of 
Suffolk; and Madame de Walmoden, better 
known as Countess of Yarmouth; the one 
previous, and the other subsequent, to Q,ueen 
Caroline’s Decease; were both avowedly dis¬ 
tinguished by the strongest marks of royal 
favour. The latter is accused by popular re¬ 
port, of having made on more than one oc¬ 
casion, a most unjustifiable use, or rather 
abuse, of her interest with the King. Even 
Peerages were said to be sold and distributed 
for her pecuniary benefit: a charge that has 
been revived from the Treasury Bench, in 
our Time. George the Third e^ihibited a 
model of self-command and of continence, at 
twenty-two, than which Antiquity, Greek or 
Roman, can produce nothing more admirable, 
in the persons of Alexander, or of Scipio. It 
is well known that before his marriage, he 
distinguished by his partiality Xady Sarah 
Lenox, then one of the most beautiful young 
women of high rank in the kingdom. Edward 
the Fourth, or Henry the Eighth, in his situa- 
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tion, regardless of consequences, would have 
married her, and placed her on the Throne. 
Charles the Second, more licentious, would 
have endeavoured to seduce her. But, the 
King, who, though he admired her, neither 
desired to make her his wife nor his mistress, 
subdued his passion by the strength of his 
reason, his principles, and his sense of public 
duty. When we reflect on these circum¬ 
stances, we may say with Horace, addressing 
ourselves to the British Nation, 

** Quando ullunl inveniet Parem i ” 

After having thus faithfully pourtrayed, 
though in the seeming language of Panegyric, 
the Character of George the Third ; it is im- 
possiblej nevertheless, without violating truth, 
to deny, that at this time, far from being po¬ 
pular, he was not even an object of general 
affection. We may justly question whether 
Charles the Second, though one of the most 
unprincipled, profligate, and licentious Sove¬ 
reigns who ever reigned in this Country; des¬ 
titute of morals; sunk in dissolute pleasures j 
who tamely beheld his fleet burned by the 
Dutch, in his own harbours; a pensioner of 
France ; insensible to national glory; and re- 
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gardless of the subjection of the Continent 
to Louis the Fourteenth j—yet was ever so 
unpopular at any period of his reign. In 
order to explain this seeming Paradox, and 
to shew how a Prince, who, apparently^ 
from his many private virtues, should have 
possessed the attachment of his subjects; 
was nevertheless considered by a very large 
proportion of them, with contrary sentiments; 
we must review the principal features of his 
Government. That retrospect will fully ac¬ 
count for the circumstance, while it eluci¬ 
dates the events which followed the Com¬ 
mencement of the year 1781. 

To the confined plan of education, and 
sequestered mode of life which the King led, 
subsequent to the death of his father, before 
his own accession to the Crown, may be 
justly traced and attributed, at least in part, 
many of the errors, as well a§ the misfortunes, 
that mark the portion of the British Annals, 
from 1760, down to the close of the American 
War. During near ten years which elapsed 
between the Demise of Frederic, Prince of 
Wales, early in 1751, and the decease pf 
George the Second; a period when the hu-* 
zpan mind is susceptible of such deep ini- 
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pressionsi he remained in . a state of almost 
absolute seclusion from his future people, 
and from the world. Constantly resident at 
Leicester House, or at Carlton House, when 
he was in London ; immured at Kew, when¬ 
ever he went to the country ; perpetually 
under the eye of his Mother and of Lord Bute, 
who acted in the closest unity of design ; he 
saw comparatively few other persons: and 
those, only chosen individuals of both sexes. 
They naturally obtained, and long preserved, 
a very firm Ascendant over him. When he 
ascended the Throne, though already arrived 
at manhood, his very person was hardly 
known, and his character was still less under¬ 
stood, beyond a narrow Circle. Precautions, 
it is well ascertained, were even adopted by 
the Princess Dowager, to preclude as much 
as possible, access to him : precautions which, 
to the extent of her ability, were redoubled 
after he. became King. It will scarcely .be 
believed, but it is nevertheless true, that, in 
order to prevent his .conversing with any per¬ 
sons, or receiving any written intimations, 
anonymous or otherwise, between the Draw¬ 
ing Room and the Door of Carlton House, 
when he was returning from thence to St. 
James’s, or to Buckingham House, after his 
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evening visits to his mother, she never failed 
to accompany him till he got into his Sedan 
chair. ‘^Junius,"' in May, 1770, after in¬ 
vidiously coniparing Edward the Second and 
Richard the Second, two of the weakest 
Princes who ever reigned in this Country, 
with George the Third; adds, when summing 
up the leading features of his character. 
Secluded from the world, attached from his 
“ infancy to one set of persons, and one set 
“ of ideas, he can neither open his heart to 
“ new connexions, nor his mind to better in- 
formation. A character of this sort, is the 
“ soil fittest to produce that obstinate bigotry 
“ in politics and religion, which begins with 
a meritorious sacrifice of the understand- 
ing, and finally conducts the Monarch and 
the Martyr to the Block,” 

A Prince who had been endowed by nature 
with great energies of mind, would, no doubt, 
have soon liberated himself from such fetters. 
Yet we may remember that Louis the Four¬ 
teenth, who surely must be considered as a 
Sovereign of very superior intellectual Attain¬ 
ments; remained under the tutelage of his 
Mother and his Minister, of Anne of Austria 
and Cardinal Mazarin, till even a later period 
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of life than twenty-two. Nor did he then 
emancipate himself. It was Death, that by 
carrying off the Cardinal, allowed the King 
to display those qualities, which have ren¬ 
dered so celebrated his name and reign. A 
Prince, on the other hand, of a gay, social, 
dissipated, or convivial turn, would equally, 
have burst through these impediments. But, 
Pleasure of every kind, in the common ac¬ 
ceptation of the term, as meaning Dissipa¬ 
tion, presented scarcely any attractions for 
him, even previous to his marriage. Stories 
were indeed generally circulated, of his at¬ 
tachment to a young woman, a- Quaker, 
about this time of his life^ just as Scandal, 
many years afterwards, whispered that he 
distinguished Lady Bridget Tollemache by 
his particular attentions. The former report 
was probably well founded; and the latter 
Assertion was unquestionably true: but those 
persons who have enjoyed most opportunities 
of studying the King’s character, will most 
incline to believe, that in neither instance did 
he pass the limits of innocent Gallantry, or 
occasional familiarity. As little was he to be 
seduced by the gratifications of the table, of 
wine, or of festivity. To all these allure¬ 
ments he seemed disinclined from natural 
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constitution, moral, and physical. His bro¬ 
ther Edward, Duke of York, plunged on the 
contrary very early, into every sort* of excess. 
But the example, however calculated to ope¬ 
rate .it might seem, produced no effect on a 
Prince, .modest, reserved, continent, capable of 
great self-command, and seeking almost all his 
amusements within a narrow domestic circle. 

Before he succeeded to the Crown, Lord 
Bute constituted in fact almost his only con¬ 
stant companion and confident. To him 
alone the Heir Apparent unbosomed his 
thoughts: with him the Prince rode, walked, 
read, and conversed. They were on horse¬ 
back together, upon the 25th of October, 
1760, not far from Kew, when the intelli¬ 
gence of George the Second’s sudden death 
reached him 3 confirmed immediately after¬ 
wards by Mr. Pitt in person, who. then presid¬ 
ed at the head of His Majesty’s Counsels, or 
formed at least the Soul of the Cabinet. On 
receiving the information, they returned to 
the Palace, where the new King, remained 
during the whole day, and passed that night, 
not coming up to St. James’s.till the ensuing 
morning. Mr. Pitt having presented him a 
Paper, containing a few sentences, which he 
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suggested, it might be proper to pronounce 
oa nieeting the Privy Council; the King, 
after thanking him, replied, that he had al¬ 
ready considered the subject, and had drawn 
up hi? intended Address, to be delivered at 
the Council Table. The Minister, who per¬ 
ceived that Lord Bute had anticipated him, 
made the unavoidable inference. It was in¬ 
deed sufficiently obvious, that however his 
Administration might nominally continue for 
some time, yet his influence and authority 
were eclipsed or superseded. 

’ j . ' . 

Lord Bute, though in his private character, 
if not irreproachable in all respects, yet at 
least decorous and correct; nor by any means 
deficient in abilities; appears- to have been 
nevertheless a very unfit Governor for such a 
Prince. There exists' even no doubt that 
George the Second opposed and disapproved 
his Appointment to that important Office; 
but the partiality and perseverance of the 
Princess Dowager, prevailed over the old 
King’s repugnance. The circumstance of 
Lord Bute’s being a native of Scotland, ex¬ 
posed him necessarily to malevolent attacks 
of many kinds; a fact at which, we who live 
in the present Century, ought riot to wonder. 
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when we reflect how few years had then 
elapsed since the Rebellion of 1745. Wilkes 
and Churchill, the one in prose, the other in 
poetry, always levelled their keenest shafts 
against the Mother and the Minister of the 
young Sovereign. His very virtues became 
matter of reproach, of ridicule^ or of Satire, 
“ Junius,” some years later, improving upon 
these first Attempts to degrade him in the 
estimation of his subjects;, , condensed all the 
powers of Declamation in his memorable 

Letter to the King.” Yet, the Nation at 
large, candid and just, appreciated him fairly 
on his own merits. During the most gloomy 
periods of his Reign, while they lamented or 
reprobated the Measures of his various Ad¬ 
ministrations, from Lprd Bute down tP Lord 
North, with little variation or exception j yet 
admitted his personal virtues to form no slen¬ 
der extenuation of his public errors or deme? 
rits. .His exemplary discharge of every pri¬ 
vate Duty, balanced in their estimate, tlie 
misfortunes which bis pertinacity, inflexibility, 
or injudicious selection of Lis confidential 
servants, had entailed upon the Country, and 
upon the Empire. j 

It is well known that George the Second 
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and his son, Frederic, Prince of Wales, dur¬ 
ing several years previous to the Decease of 
the latter, lived on terms of complete aliena¬ 
tion, or rather of hostility. Scarcely, indeed, 
were any measures observed, or'was any veil 
drawn, before their mutual recriminations. 
The Prince expired suddenly, in the begin-’ 
iiing of 1751, at Leicester House, in the' 
arms of Desnoy^rs, the celebrated Dancing- ■ 
Master; who being near his bed side, en-‘ 
gaged in playing on the Violin for His Koyal 
Highness's amusement, supported him in his 
last moments. His end was ultimately caused 
by an internal Abscess, that had long been ’ 
forniihg, in consequence of a blow which he re¬ 
ceived in the side from a Cricket Ball, while he 
was engaged in playing at that game, on the 
lawn at Cliefden House in Buckinghamshire, 
where he then principally resided. It did 
not take place, however, for several Months' 
subsequent to the accident. A collection of 
matter having been produced, which burst' 
in his throat, the discharge instantly suffo¬ 
cated him. The King, his father, though he 
never went once to visit him during the whole 
progress of his illness, sent however constant-. 
ly to make enquiries; and received accounts 
every two hours, of his state and condition. 

VOL. I. 2 E 
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But he WAS SO; far from desiring Fredericks 
recovery, that on the contrary, he considered 
such an event; if jt should take place, as an ob¬ 
ject of the utmost regret. He did not even con¬ 
ceal his sentiments on the point: for, I know 
from good authority, that the King being one 
day engaged in.conversation with the Coun¬ 
tess of Yarmouth, when the Page entered, 
announcing that the Prince was better. 
There now,’’ said His Majesty, turning 
to .her, I told you that he would not die.” 
On the evening of his Decease, the 20th of 
;^Iarch, George the Second had repaired, ac¬ 
cording to; his usual custom, to Lady Yar¬ 
mouth’s Apartments, situated on the ground 
floor in St. James’s Palace, where a party of 
persons of distinction of both sexes> generally 
assembled for the purpose. His.Majesty had 
just sat down to Playj, and was engaged at 
Cards,, when a Page, dispatched from Leices¬ 
ter House,..arrived, bringing information that 
the Prince was no more.. He received the 
intelligence without testifying either emotion 
or surprize.. Then rising,, he crossed the 
room to Lady Yarmouth’s table, who was 
likewise occupied at Play; and. leaning over 
hen chair, said to her jn a low tone of voice, 
in German,, “ Fritz is dode.” Freddy is 
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dead. Having communicated it to her, he 
instantly withdrew. She followed him, the 
company broke up, and‘ the New's became 
public. These particulars were related to 
me by the late Lord Sackville, who made one 
of Lady Yarmouth’s party, and heard the 
iting announce to her his son’s Decease. 

Frederic seems never to have enjoyed from 
his early youth, a distinguished place in the 
affection of his father, whose partiality was 
reserved for his youngest son, William, Duke 
of Cumberland. Duriiig the last twelve years 
of Frederi 9 ’s life, we know that he passed 
much of his time, in anticipations of his future 
Sovereignty, and in forming Administrations, 
which, like his own Reign, were destined 
never* to be realized; Among the Noblemen 
and Gentlemen who occupied a high place in 
his favour or friendship, were Charles, Duke 
of Queensberry, the patron of Gay,'Wh6 died 
in 1778 ; Mr. Spencer, brother to the second 
Duke of Marlborough, and commonly called 
Jack Spencer ; Charles; Earl of Middlesex, 
afterwards Duke of Dorset, and his brother 
Lord John Sackville, together with Francis, 
I^rl of Guildford: The personal resemblance 
that existed between Lord North, (son of the 
2 E 2 
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last mentioned Peer, who was subsequently 
First Minister) and Prince George, was- 
thought so striking, as tp excite much remark 
and pleasantry on the Part of Frederic hini- 
self, who often jested on the subject with 
Lord Guildford j observing, that the world 
^ would think one of their wives had played 
' her husband false, though it might be doubt¬ 
ful, which of them lay under the Imputation. 
Persons who may be disposed to refine upon 
the Prince’s observation, will perhaps likewise. 
/ be struck with other points of physical simi-. 
larity_ between George the Third and Lord 
North; in particular with.the loss of.sight, a 
privation common to both in the decline of 
life. ' . 

Lady Archibald Hamilton formed during 
many years,' the object of Frederick’s avowed- 
and particular attachment. In order to be 
near him, she' resided in Pall-Mall, close to 
Carlton House; the Prince having allowed 
her to construct a Drawing-Room, the win-' 
dows of which commanded over the Gardens 
of that Palace, -and the House itself commu¬ 
nicated with them: Towards men of Genius, 
His Royal Highness always affected to ex¬ 
tend' his protection. Glover, the Writer of 
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• “ Leonidas,” enjoyed his confidence; though 
we may justly doubt how much of it was 
-given to him as a Member of Parliament, the 
Friend of Pulteney and Pitt; how much "was 
extended to him, as a Poet. The Prince 
shewed uncommon deference for Pope, whom 
he visited at Twickenham; a circumstance to 
which that Author alludes .with natural pride, 
when, after enumerating the great or illustri¬ 
ous Persons who honored him with their re¬ 
gard and friendship, he subjoins, 

“ Aud if yet higher the proud List should end, 

“ Still let me add, no Follower, but a Friend.” 

In force of character, steadiness, vigor of 
mind, and the Qualities that fit Men for 
Government, even his Friends cpnsidereid the 
Prince to be deficient. Nor was Economy 
among the virtues that he displayed; he having 
before his Decease contracted numerous Debts 
to a large amount, which were never dis^ 
charged. Even through the medium of Do- 
dington’s Description, who was partial to 
Frederick’s Character and Memory, we can¬ 
not conceive any very elevated idea of him. 
His Court seems to have been the center of 
Cabal, torn by-contending Candidates for 



422 HISTORICAX [1781. 

the Guidance of his future imaginary Reign. 
The Earl pf Egmpnt, and Dodington himself, 
■were aypwedly at the head of two great hos¬ 
tile Parties. In November, 1749, we find 
His Royal Highness, in a secret Conclave 
held at Carlton House, making all the finap- 
cial Dispositions proper to be adopted on the 
Demise of the King, his Father; and framing 
a new Civil List. At the close of these mock 
Deliberations, he binds the three Assistants 
to abide by, and support his Plans; giving 
them his hand, and making them take hands 
with each other. The Transaction,’ as nar¬ 
rated by Dodington, who was himself one of 
the Party, reminds the Reader of a similar 
Convocation commemorated by Sallust, and 
is not unlike one of the Scenes in “ Venice 
Preserved.” It was performed, however, after 
Dinner, which may perhaps forni its best 
Apology. The diversions of the Prince’s 
Court, appear to us equally puerile. Three 
times, within thirteen Months preceding his 
Decease, Dodington accompanied him and 
the Princess of Wales, to Fortune-tellers; the 
last of which Frolicks took place scarcely nine 
Weeks before his Death. After one of these 
magical (Consultations,^ apparently dic^ted 
by ani^iety to penetrate hjs future destiny. 
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the Party supped with Mrs. Gannon, tlie 
Princess’s Midvvife. Frederic used to go, 
disguised, to Hockley-in-the-Hole, to witness 
Bull-baiting. Either Lord Middlesex, dr 
Lord John Sackville, Father to the late Duke 
of Dorset, were commonly his Companions 
on such Expeditions. As far as we are autho¬ 
rized from these Premises, to form a Conclu¬ 
sion, his premature Death before he ascended 
the Throne, ought not to excite any great 
.national Regret. 

George the ‘Second, who survived the 
Prince near ten years, died at last not less 
suddenly than his Son, though at the ad- 
Tanced age of Seventy-seven j a period at¬ 
tained by no Sovereign' in modern History, 
oxcept Louis the Fourteenth. 'A rupture in 
some of the vessels, or in the Membrane of 
the Heart, carried him off in a few minutes. 
During his whole life, but particularly for a 
number of years before his decease, he had 
been subject to such constant palpitations 
about the region of the Heart, especially 
after Dinner, that he always took off his 
dloaths, and reposed himself for an hour in 
bed, of an aft^rribon. In order to accommo¬ 
date himself to this habit or infirmity, Mr. 
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Pitt, when, as Secretary of Sute, he was 
sometimes necessitated to transact Business 
with the King during the time that he lay 
down, always knelt on a cushion by the bed¬ 
side; a mark of respect which contributed to 
render him not a little acceptable to His 
Majjesty. At his rising, George the Second 
dressed himself completely a second time, and 
commonly passed the evening at Cards, with 
Lady yarniouth, in a select party. His sight 
had greatly failed him, for some time preced¬ 
ing his Decease. I have heard Mr. Fraser 
say, who was^ during many years, Under 
Secretary of State, that in 176,0, a few Months 
before the King died, having occasion .to 
present a Paper to him for hiSj signature, at 
Kensington, George the Second took the pen 
in .his hand; and having as he conceived, 
affixed his name to it, returned it to Fraser. 
But, so defective was his vision, that he had 
neither dipped his pen in the ink, nor did he 
perceive that of course, he had only drawn it 
over the Paper, without paaking any impres¬ 
sion, Fraser, aware of the King’s blindness, 
yet,«,unwilling to let .His Majesty, perceive 
that he discovered it, said, Sir, I have given 
‘^.you so bad a pen, that it will not write. 

Allow me to present you a better for the 






MEMOIRS. 


425 


1781.] 

Purpose.” Then dipping it himself in the 
ink, he returned it to the King; who, with¬ 
out making any remark, instantly signed- the 
Paper. 

He was unquestionably an honest, well-in¬ 
tentioned,'and good Prince; of very mode¬ 
rate, but not mean talents; frugal in his ex¬ 
penses, from natural character; more inclined 
to Avarice than any King of England since 
Henry the Seventh; irascible and hasty, but 
not vindictive in his temper. Imbued with a 
strong enmity to France, and as warm a pre¬ 
dilection for Germany, he never enjoyed such 
felicity as when af Herenhausen, surrounded 
with his Hanoverian Courtiers and subjects. 
AYilbam the Third in like manner, seemed to 
taste much more happiness, while hunting at 
Loo in the sterile Sands of Guelderland, than 
at Whitehall, or at PIampton Court. .At the 
Battle of Dettingen, in 1743, it is well known 
that George the Second’s horse, which was 
unruly, ran away with him to a considerable 
distance. General Cyrus Trapaud, then ,an 
Ensign, by seizing the horse’s bridle, enabled 
His Majesty to dismount in safety. “ Now 

that I am once on my legs,” said he, “ I 
“ am sure I shall not run away.” Having 
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enquired Trapaud’s name, the King always 
distinguished him afterwards in military pro¬ 
motions. When incensed either with his Mi¬ 
nisters, or with his Attendants, he was some¬ 
times not Master of his Actions, nor attentive 
to preserve his dignity. On these occasions, 
his Hat, and it is asserted, even his Wig, be¬ 
came frequently the Objects on which he 
expended his anger. 

Queen Caroline, by her address, her ju¬ 
dicious compliances, and her activity of 
character, maintained, down to the time of 
her Decease in 1737, a great Ascendant over 
him. She formed the chief conducting wire 
between the Sovereign and his First Minister. 
It is a fact, that Sir Robert Walpole and Her 
Majesty managed Matters with so much Art, 
as to keep up a secret understanding by 
Watch-words, even in the Drawing Room> 
when^ and where George the Second was 
present. 'According to the King’s temper, 
frame of mind, or practicability on the Points 
which Sir Robert wished to carry, the Queen 
signified to him whether to proceed, or to 
desist, on that particular day. This com¬ 
munication was so well preconcerted, and 
so delicately executed, as to be impef- 
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ceptible by the By-standers. Sir Robert lost 
a most able and vigilant Ally, when dueen 
Caroline died. Her decease was indeed a 
Misfortune to her husband, to her children, 
and to the Nation. She sacrihced her life to 
the desire of concealing her Complaint; a 
rupture of the bowels,, which might have been 
easily reduced, if she had not delayed the dis¬ 
closure of it, till a mortification took place. 
We have not possessed since Elizabeth’s 
death, a dueen of more Talent, Capacity, 
and Strength of Understanding, than Caro¬ 
line of Brandenburgh Anspach. Anne of 
Denmark, Wife of. James the First, was a 
Woman of mean Endowments, deficient in 
Judgement, and of doubtful moral Character. 
Henrietta Maria possessed great personal 
Beauty, and Graces of Deportment: but she 
was violent, bigotted, and conduced by her 
imprudent,Advice, to accelerate the Ruin of 
Charles the First. Catherine of Braganza 
wanted every Attraction of Mind or of Body; 
and Mary of Modena, however, agreeable in 
her Person, as.well as correct in her Con¬ 
duct, she might be, was superstitious, and 
unfit for the Throne of England, though she 
might have adorned a little Italian Courts 
Mary, wife of William the Third, approached 
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the nearest to Queen Caroline; but did not 
equal her in mental Endowments. 

At the time of his Decease, George the Se¬ 
cond certainly enjoyed great and universal Po¬ 
pularity: but to Mr. Pitt, afterwards created 
Earl of Chatham, he was eminently indebted 
for this gratifying Distinction at the close 
of life, when Victory was said to have erected 
her Altar between his aged knees. The Mis¬ 
fortunes and Disgraces which preceded Pitt’s 
entrance into Office, had in fact forced him 
upon the King ; who, notwithstanding that 
Minister’s recognized Talents, did not em¬ 
ploy him without the utmost reluctance. The 
inglorious Naval Engagement in the Medi¬ 
terranean,'between Byng and La Galissoniere, 
for his Conduct in which, the former of those 
Admirals suffered j the Consequent loss of 
Minorca; the defeat of Braddock in Caro¬ 
lina; the Repulse sustained before Ticon- 
derago; the ignominious Capitulation of 
"William, Duke of Cumberland, at Closter- 
Seveh; and the disgraceful Expedition against 
Rochfort;—these ill-concerted, or ilhexe- 
cuted Measures, at the comniencement of 
the War of 1756 , had not only brought the 
Administration into contempt, but had much 
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diminished, the National Affection borne to¬ 
wards the sovereign. From the period of. 
Pitt’s Nomination to a Place in the Cabinet, 
Success almost uniformly attended on the 
British Arms. Though only occupying the- 
Post of Secretary of State, he directed, or 
rather, he dictated the Operations, at Home 
and Abroad. The Treasury, the Admiralty, 
the War Office, all obeyed his Orders with 
prompt and implicit submission. Lord An¬ 
son and the Duke of. Newcastle, sometimes, • 
it , is true, remonstrated, and-often com¬ 
plained ; but always finished, by. Compliance. • 
In the full Career of Pitt’s ministerial 
Triumphs, George the Second died.; an 
Event, which; it is impossible not to consider* 
as having been:a great national Misfortune, 
when we reflect on the Nature of the Peace 
which took , place little, more than two years 
afterwards, in November, 1762. Mr. Pitt, 
we may be assured, would have dictated far 
different terms, to the two Branches of the 
House of Bourbon. The new King did not 
indeed immediately dismiss so able and 
popular a Statesman; but it was soon sus¬ 
pected that his Administration,, though it 
might languish, or continue for a few Months, 
would not prove of long duration. . Lord, 
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Bute had already j^ecured the exclusive Re¬ 
gard and Favor of the young Monarch. 

The late Mrs. Boscawen> widow of the 
Admiral of that Name, so distinguished in 
our Naval Annals, whose Connexions enabled 
her to collect many curious Facts in the 
course of a long life 3 has often assured me, 
that Lord Bute’s first personal introduction 
to. the Prince of Wales, originated in a very 
singular accident. That Nobleman, as is 
well known, married the only daughter of 
the celebrated Lady Mary Wortley Mon¬ 
tague, by whom he had a very numerous 
Family. She brought him eventually like¬ 
wise a large landed Property: but, as’ her 
father, Mr. Wortley, did not die till the year 
17615 and as her brother, the eccentric 
Edward Wortley Montague, lived to a much 
later period, I believe, down to 1777; Lord 
Bute, encumbered with a number of Chil¬ 
dren, found his patrimonial Fortune very un¬ 
equal to maintain the: figure befitting his 
rank in life.’ After passing some years in 
profound Retirement, on his estate in the 
Isle of Bute, he re-visited England, and took 
a. house on. the Banks of the Thames. 
During his residence there, he was induced 
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to visit Egharri Races, about- the year 1747. 
But, as he either did not at: that Time keep 
a Carriage, or did not use it to convey him 
to the Race Ground, he condescended to ac¬ 
company a medical Acquaintance j in other 
words, the Apothecary that attended His 
Lordship’s family, who carried him there in 
his own. Chariot. Frederic, Prince of Wales, 
who then resided at Cliefden, honored the 
Races on that day with his presence; where 
a tent was pitched for his accommodation, 
and the Reception of the Princess, his Con¬ 
sort. The weather proving rainy, it was pro¬ 
posed, in order to amuse his Royal Highness 
before his return home, to make a party at 
Cards : but a difficulty occurred about finding 
persons of sufficient rank to sit down at the 
same table with him. While they remained 
under this embarrassment, somebody observed 
that Lord Bute had been.seen on the Race 
Ground j who, as being an, Earl, would be 
peculiarly properto make one of the Prince’s 
party. He was soon found, informed of the 
Occasion which demanded his Attendance, 
brought to the Tent> and presented to 
Frederic. When the Company broke up. 
Lord Bute thought of returning back to his 
own House: but his Friend the Apothecary 
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had disappeared; and with him had disap-, 
peared the Chariot, in which his Lordship 
had been brought to Egham Races. The 
Prince was no sooner made, acquainted with 
the Circuinstance, than he insisted on Lord 
Bute’s accompanying him to Cliefden, and 
there passing the night. He complied, ren-. 
dered, himself extremely acceptable, to their 
Royal Highnesses, and thus laid thCoFounda- 
tion, under a succeeding Reign, of his poli¬ 
tical elevation, which flowed originally in; 
some measure from this strange contingency., 

Lord Bute, when young, possessed a very 
handsome person, of which advantage he was 
not insensible; and he used to pass many 
hours every day, as his enemies asserted, oc¬ 
cupied in contemplating .the symmetry of his 
own legs, during his solitary walks by the,side 
of the Thames. Even after he became an in¬ 
mate at Cliefden, and at Leicester House, he, 
frequently played the part of “ Lothario,” in 
the private Theatricals exhibited for, the 
amusement of their Royal Highnesses, by 
the late Duchess of Queensberry; a fact, to 
which Wilkes alludes with malignant plea¬ 
santry, in more than one of . his publications. 
To these external accomplishments, he added 
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a cultivated mind, illuminated by 'ataslefor 
many branches of the Fine Arts and Letters. 
For the study of Botany he nourished a de¬ 
cided passion, which he gratified to the ut¬ 
most; and in the indulgence of vvhich pre¬ 
dilection, he manifested oh some occasions, 
a princely liberality. Of a disposition na¬ 
turally retired and severe, he was not formed 
for an extensive commercewith mankind, or 
endowed by Nature with^talents for managing 
popular Assemblies.' Even in his family he 
was austere, harsh, difficult of access, and 
sometimes^ totally inaccessible to his own 
children. In the House of Lords he neither 
displayed Eloquence nor graciousness of 
manners. But he proved himself likewise 
deficient in a qualify still more essential for 
a First Minister, firmness of character. Yet, 
with these political defects of mind, and of 
personal deportment, he undertook to dis¬ 
place, and he aspired to succeed Mr. Pitt, at 
a moment when that Minister had carried the 
glory of the British Arms to an unexampled 
height, by sea and land. We cannot suf¬ 
ficiently regret that George the Third should 
not i have contented himself with heaping 
Honours and DignitieS'On him, carefully ex¬ 
cluding him from , any political Employment. 

VOL. I. 2 F 
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Few Princes, however, of whom History 
preserves any Record, have rnanifested 
twenty-three, a Judgement so superior, to the 
natural Partialities of Youth. Even Eliza¬ 
beth, .though She placed Cecil at the Head 
of her Councils, yet committed her Armies 
successively to Leicester and to Essex. 

After an Administration of about two yearsi 
passed either in the Post of Secretary of State, 
or as First Ix)rd of the Treasury 5 during 
which tirne he brought the war with France 
and Spain to a conclusion; Lord Bute aban¬ 
doning his royal master, quitted his situation, 
and again withdrew to priyacy. No testi¬ 
monies of national regret, or of national es¬ 
teem, accompanied him at his departure from 
OiFice. His magnificent residence in Berl^eley 
Square, exposed him to very malignant com¬ 
ments, respecting the means by which he 
had reared so expensive a pile. His enemies 
asserted that he could not possibly have pos¬ 
sessed the ability, either froni his patrimonial 
fortune, or in consequence of his marriage, to 
erect such a structure. As little could he be 
supposed to. have amassed wherewithal, dur¬ 
ing his very short Administration, to suffice 
for its construction. The only satisfactory 
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solution of the difficulty therefore,. lay .in 
imagining that he had either received presents 
from France, or had inade large purchases in 
the public Funds, previous to -the signature 
of the Preliminaries; “ Junius,” addressing 
the Duke of Bedford, who signed that Peace, 
in his Letter of the 19 th September, 1769,” 
written within seven years afterwards j charges 
the Duke, in the most unequivoca.1 terms, 
with betraying and selling his C 9 untry. 

Your Patrons,” §ays he, “ wanted an Era- 
“ bassador who would submit to make con- 
“ cessions, ^ without daring to insist upop 
” any honorable condition for his.Sovereign. 
“ Their business required a man, who had 
“ a;S little feeling for his own dignity, as for 
the welfare of his Country 5 and they found 
‘‘ him in the first Rank of the Nobility. 
“ Belleisle, Qoree, Gaudeloupe, St. Lucia, 
“ Martinique, the Fishery, and the Havan- 
“ nah, are . glorious monuments of your 
Grace’s talents for Negociation. My Lord, 
we are too well acquainted with your pe- 
“ cuniary character, to think it possible that 
so many public sacrifices should have been 
“ made, without some, private compensations. 
“ Your conduct carries, with it an internal 
‘5 .evidence, boyond all the legal proofs pf 
2 F 2 
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“ a Court of Justice.” No answer was ever 
made to this charge, either by the Duke, or 
by any of his Friends, if we except Sir Wil¬ 
liam Draper’s vague and unauthorized Letter 
of the “ 7th of October, 1769.*’ 

Dr. Musgrave, an English Physician, who 
practised Medicine at Paris in 1763, and 
whose name has been known in the Repub¬ 
lic of Letters, by the publication of some 
Tragedies of Euripides; did not scruple to 
assert publicly, that the Princess Dowager of 
Wales and Lord Bute received money from 
the French Court, for aiding to effect the 
Peace. I am acquainted with the individuals. 
Gentlemen of the highest honor and most un¬ 
impeached veracity, to whom Dr. Musgrave 
himself related the circumstance at Paris, in 
1764, almost immediately after the Treaty 
of Fontainbleau. And if I do not name 
them, it is only because they are still alive. 
Dr. Musgrave did not retract his accusation, 
when he was examined at the Bar of the 
House of Commons, some years afterwards, 
in the Month of January, 1770, upon the 
same point. He maintained on the contrary, 
his original assertion, which he supported -by 
facts or circumstances calculated to authenti- 
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cate its truth, though the House thought pro¬ 
per to declare it “ Frivolous, and unworthy 
“ of Credit.” “ Junius,” writing in the 
Month of May, 1770 , says, “ Through the 
“ whole proceedings of the House of Com- 
“ mons in this Session, there is an apparent, 
“ a palpable consciousness of guilt, which 
“ has prevented their daring to assert their 
“ own dignity, where it has been iinmedi- 
“ ately and grossly attacked. In the course 
“ of Dr. Musgrave’s Examination, he said 
“ every thing that can be conceived mortify^ 
“ ing to individuals, or offensive to the House. 
“ They voted his information frivolous, but 
“ they were awed by his firmness and inte- 
“ grity, and sunk under it.” Dr. Musgrave 
resided in this Country, during the last years 
of his life; and died, J believe, at Exeter, in 
the Summer of the year J 780 . 

Similar reflexions indeed^ at different pe¬ 
riods of our History, have been thrown not 
only upon Ministers, but even upon Kings. 
Lord Clarendon, when Chancellor, under 
Charles the Second, having, like Lord Bute, 
undertaken to build a magnificent house in 
London, soon after the sale of Dunkirk to 
Louis the Fourteenth, about 1664 5 it was 
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named by the people Dunkirk House,” oh 
the supposition of its having been raised by 
French money. No person cah doubt of 
Charles the Second ■ himself having received 
large sums from the Court of Versailles; for 
purposes inimical to the interests of his 
people. So did his successor, James the Se¬ 
cond. Bribes were even confidently said 
and bdieved to have been given to various 
of the Courtiers or favourites of William the 
Third, from the East-India Company, and 
other Corporate Bodies, in order to procure 
the consent or approbation of the Sovereign, 
to the renewal‘of their Charters. The Duch¬ 
ess of Kendal, Mistress of George the First; 
as well as Craggs, father of the Secretary of 
State of the same name, and himself at the 
time. Post Master General; together with 
other individuals about the Court or person 
of that Monarch, were either known or sup¬ 
posed to have been implicated in the Trans¬ 
actions of the memorable South Sea Year, 
1720 , when such immense sums were gained 
and lost in that ruinous speculation. Ma¬ 
lignity did not spare the King himself, who, 
it was asserted, became a sharer in the acqui¬ 
sitions. Lord Bute, at the distance of half a 
Century, is still believed to have rendered the 
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Treaty of Fontainbleau subservient to his 
private einolurheht; a supposition which was 
agaiii renewed twenty years latCr, at the con^ 
elusion of the Peace of 1783, against Lord 
Shelburne, with greater virulence, and with 
bolder affirmations! Such were the unfortu¬ 
nate results of the Earl of Bute’s ‘Ministry, 
which must be considered as having given the 
first blow to the popularity, enjoyed by the 
King at his Accession to the Throne. 

' It is an indisputable fact, that Lord Bute, 
terrified or disgusted at the indications of re¬ 
sentment. shewn by the nation; forsook liis 
Master; and that he was not dismissed or 
abandoned by the Sovereign. He was the 
first; though not the last Minister, who in the 
course of the present reign, exhibited that 
example of timidity, of weariness, 6f deser¬ 
tion. But, his ostensible relinquishment of 
Office, by no means restored to the King, the 
confidence or the affections of his subjects. 
Even when nominally divested of power. Lord 
Bute was still supposed to direct unseen, the 
wheels of Government. However false and 
unfounded might be this imputation, and 
such I have ever considered it, yet it operated 
with irresistible force. A cry of Secret lii- 
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fluence arose, more pernicious in its effects 
on the Country at large, than even the open 
accusations lately levelled against the inca-. 
pacity or venality of the first Minister. The 
Grenville Administration, which succeeded, 
was stigmatized as being only a machine, the 
puppets of which were agitated by concealed 
wires. It is obvious, that no imputation in 
the power of malevolence to invent and 
circulate, could be more calculated to pre¬ 
judice the King in the estimation of his 
people. But it became further augmented 
by another topic of abuse and declama¬ 
tion, .founded on the extraordinary degree 
of favour enjoyed by Lord Bute at Carlton 
House, and the predilection with which he 
was known to be regarded by the Princess 
Dowager of Wales. Satirical prints, gene¬ 
rally dispersed throughout the kingdom, in 
which her Royal Highness was not at all 
spared, inflamed the public mind. Compa¬ 
risons, drawn from English History, particu¬ 
larly from the reign of Edward the Third, 
when the Queen Dowager Isabella, and Mor¬ 
timer her favourite, were known or supposed 
to have lived in a criminal union ; these al¬ 
lusions, which were disseminated in all, the 
periodical works of the Time, and particu^ 



1781.] MEMOIRS. 441 

larly in the “ North Briton,” made a deep 
impression. 

Even the filial deference and respect, mani¬ 
fested by his Majesty after his accession, 
dowii to the last moment of her life, towards 
his Mother, was converted into a subject 
not only of Censure, but of Accusation, as 
originating in unworthy Motives. It can¬ 
not, however, be denied, that’Lord Bute en¬ 
joyed a higher place in that Princess’s favor, 
if not in her affection, than seemed com¬ 
patible with strict propriety. His visits to 
Carlton House, which were always performed 
in the evening; and the precautions taken 
to conceal his arrival • though they might 
perhaps have, been dictated more by an ap¬ 
prehension of insult from the populace, to 
whom he was obnoxious, than from any im¬ 
proper Reasons; fyet awakened suspicion. 
He commonly made use on these occasions, 
of the Sedan Chair and the Chairmen of Miss 
Vansittart; a Lady who held a distinguished 
place in Her Royal Highness’s family. In 
order more effectually. to elude notice, the 
curtails of the Chair were, close drawn. The 
repartee of Miss Chudleigh, afterwards better 
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known as Duchess of Kingston, at that time 
a Maid of Honour at Carlton House j when 
reproached by her royal Mistress, for the 
irregulafities of her conduct, obtained like¬ 
wise much publicity. “ Votre Altesse Royalc 
sait,** replied she, “gue chacune a son But'* 
As the King was accustomed to repair fre¬ 
quently of Evenings to Carlton House, and 
there to pass a considerable time, the world 
supposed that the Sovereign, his Mother, and 
the Ex-Minister met,- in order to concertj and 
to compare their ideas; thus forming a sort 
of interior Cabinet, which contfouled and 
directed the ostensible Administration. 

That after having so precipitately thrown 
up the ministerial reins in 1763, Lord Bute 
felt desirous of again resuming his political 
power, I know from good authority. And 
that he was aided in the attempt by the Prin¬ 
cess, with all her influence, is equally matter 
of fact; but their joint eflbrts proved un¬ 
availing to effect the object. A Nobleman, 
who was accustomed at that time to form one 
of the Party which met at Carlton House, 
and who usually remained there while His 
Majesty stayed j assured me that every mea- 
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sure had been concerted between her Royal 
Highness and Lord Bute, for the purpose of 
bringing him again into Ministry. As the 
first necessary step towards its accomplish¬ 
ment, they agreed that he should endeavour 
to obtain permission to see the Dispatches; 
which were often sent to the King from the 
Secretary of State, while he continued with 
his Mother. On those occasions, when the 
green Box, containing letters or papers; 
arrived, he always withdrew into another 
room, in order to peruse them at his Ease., 
Lord Bute, as had been pre-arranged, upon 
the messenger bringing a Dispatch, imme¬ 
diately took up two candles, and proceeded 
before the King to the closet; expecting that 
His Majestyj when they were alone together, 
would communicate to him its nature; and 
that he should thus begin again to transact 
Business. But the King, unquestionably 
aware of the intention, and probably disgusted 
at the want of firmness which his Minister had 
formerly shewn, or from other unascertained 
causes, extinguished at once the hopes enter¬ 
tained from this project. When he came to 
the door of the room, he stopped, took the 
candles Cut of Lord Bute’s hand^ and then 
dismissing him, shut the door; after which 
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he proceeded to examine the Dispatches, 
alone.,ff Lord Bute returned to the company, 
and the experiment was never repeated. 

n-' ' . c ’ 

If the selection of that Nobleman for the 
office of First Minister, and the dismission of 
Mr. Pitt, deprived the King of the affections 
of many loyal subjects j the terms upon 
which the Treaty of Fontainbleau was con¬ 
cluded, early in 1763 , by Lord Bute, excited 
the strongest sensations of general disappro¬ 
bation throughout the Country. , I am old 
enough to remember the expressions of that 
condemnation, which it is impossible not to 
admit were well founded. When we reflect 
that the Navy of France had been nearly 
annihilated, as early as 1759, by Sir Edward 
Hawke, in the action at Quiberon; that 
Spain could make little or no opposition to us 
on the Ocean; and that we were masters of 
Quebec, Montreal, together with all Canada; 
Cape Breton, Pondicherry, Goree, Belleisle, 
the Havannah, and a large part of Cuba; 
besides the islands of Martinique and Guada- 
loupe; not to mention the capture of Manilla, 
which was not then known: while, on the 
other hand, the.enemy, though they probably 
would have effected the conquest or reduction 
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of Portugal, in the course, of the ensuing 
Campaign, yet had taken nothing from us, 
which they had retained, except Minorca;— 
when we consider these facts, what shall we say 
to a Peace, which restored to the two Branches 
of the House of Bourbon, every possession 
above enumerated, except Canada?—for, as 
to Cape Breton, when dismantled^.it became 
only an useless desart; accepting, in exchange 
for so many valuable Cojonies or Settlements 
in every Quarter of the Globe, the cession of 
the two Floridas from Spain, together with 
the restitution of Minorca by France. At 
the distance of more than half a Century; 
when the passions and prejudices of the hour 
have ceased, we cannot consider such a 
Treaty without astonishment and concern. 
Scarcely indeed does the Peace of Utrecht 
justly awaken warmer feelings of indignation; 
for concluding which, its authors were im¬ 
peached, imprisoned, or compelled to fly 
their Country. • If Lord Bute escaped the 
fate of Lord Oxford and Lord Bolingbroke, 
he has not been more exempt than were those 
Ministers, from the censures of his contem¬ 
poraries and of posterity. Nor did Queen 
Anne perhaps sustain a greater loss of repu¬ 
tation and popularity, by signing the Treaty 
of Uirecht, than George the Third suffered 
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by concluding that of Fontainbleau. Its im¬ 
policy appears not less glaring, nor less ob¬ 
vious, than its defects of.every other kind. The 
expulsion of the French from Canada, and of 
the Spaniards from Florida, by liberating the 
American Colonies from all apprehension of 
foreign enemies, laid the inevitable foundation 
of their rebellion; and effected their subse¬ 
quent emancipation from Great Britain, with¬ 
in the space of twenty years. This necessary 
result of such measures, perfectly foreseen at 
the time, was pointed out by Dr. Tucker, Dean 
of Gloucester, as well as by others. The House 
of Bourbon, soon recovering from the wounds 
inflicted by Pitt, contested anew, with better 
success, for the empire of the Sea. !b3^either 
the Havannah, Belleisle, nor Manilla, have 
ever passed a second time under the power of 
the English. If we weigh these circumstances, 
we shall not wonder that motives unworthy of 
an upright Minister, or of an able Statesman, 
were attributed to Lord Bute. Nor shall we 
be surprized, that theJncapacity or errors of 
the Administration, diminished in no small 
degree the respect justly inspired by the 
private virtues of the Sovereign. 

The injudicious persecution of Wilkesy com* 
pleted the unpopularity, which Lord Bute's 
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person and measures had begun to produce 
throughout the nation. Whatever might have 
been the misconduct of Wilkes; and however 
deficient he might have appeared-in those 
moral qualities which entitle to public respect, 
or even to individual approbation ; yet, from 
the instant thatlie became an object of Royal 
or Ministerial resentment, on account, of his 
attachment to the cause of Freedom, he found 
protectors in the Public. Neither his wit, his 
talents, nor his courage, could have raised him 
to political eminence, if he had notbeen singled 
out for severe, hot to say unconstitutional, 
prosecution. The two Secretaries of State, 
and the Lord Steward of the Household, had 
they been hired by his worst; enemies, to in^ 
jure their Royal Master in the esteem of his 
people; and. to throw, as it were, upon hinti 
the Odium of their violence, or incapacity, 
or ignorance; could not have done it more 
effectually, than by the line of action which 
they adopted. Lord Talbot is consigned to 
■ eternal ridicule, (as Pope says, that Cromwell 
is Damned to everlasting Fame;”) in that 
incomparable Letter written by Wilkes to the 
late Earl Temple, descriptive of the entertain¬ 
ing Duel fought at Bagshot, where th^ Lord 
Steward appears io the most contemptible 
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point of view. The Earls of Egremont and 
Halifax, by issuing a General Warrant for the 
seizure of Wilkes, and taking his person intb 
Custody ; while they corripromized the Ma¬ 
jesty of the Crown, trampled on the Liberties 
of the Subject,' and violated the essence of 
the English Constitution. Men who com¬ 
mented with severity on these measures of 
impolitic resentment, arraigned them as more 
characteristic of the vindictive Administration 
of James the Second, than becoming the mild 
Government of George the Third. Wilkes, 
nevertheless, wounded in a Duel, repeatedly 
menaced with assassination, pursued by the 
House of Commons, and outlawed by the 
Court of King’s'BenCh ; withdrew into France, 
where he insensibly sunk into oblivion. His. 
very name, and his public merits, as well as 
his private sufferings, seemed to be equally 
forgotten by the Nation, during two or three 
years. . . 

But the Duke of Grafton, who had become 
first Minister, after the extinction of the fee¬ 
ble Administration of Lord Rockingham, ap¬ 
peared as if desirous to improve upon the 
errors, and to renew the most unpopular acts 
of his predecessor. Lord Bute:' Instead of 



1781.] MEMOIRS. 44(ji 

wisely extending the pardon of the Grown to 
Mr. Wilkes, or treating him with magnani¬ 
mous cpntempt, when he returned from Paris 5 
the Duke,. in defiance of their past intimacy 
and familiarity, put in force the penalties of 
his Sentence of Outlawry; thus rendering hini 
a second time, the object of general compas¬ 
sion and protection. Rejected as a Candidate 
to represent the City of London, ..he was 
elected Member for the County of Middlesex. 
Assemblies of the people in St. George’s Fields, 
whom it was esteemed necessary to repress by 
a .military force; and in performing which 
service, some individuals were killed or wound¬ 
ed, exasperated the Nation against the author 
of such.severities. The House of Commons 
adopting the principles, as well as the enmi¬ 
ties of the Administrationj expelled Wilkes 
fropi. his Seat, declared him ineligible to sit 
among them, and placed Ccdonel Luttrell in 
his room. While the Pardon of the Crown 
was extended to persons convicted of the 
most sanguinary outrages and riots^ during 
the Election at Brentford; by measures of 
consummate incapacity, a popular individual , 
was singled out for the whole vengeance of 
the Government and the legislature. The 
tumults of London, in March, 1769, which 
VOL. I. 2 G 
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menaced with insult or attack, even the Pa¬ 
lace of the Sovereign, bore no feeble resem¬ 
blance to the riotous disorders that preceded 
the Civil Wars, under Charles the First. A 
Hearse, followed by the Mob, was driven into 
the Court Yard at St. James’s, decorated with 
Insignia of the most humiliating or indecent 
description. I have always understood that 
the late Lord Mountmorris, then a very 
young man, was the person who on that oc¬ 
casion personated the Executioner, holding an 
Axe in his hands, and his face covered with a 
crape. The King’s firmness did not however 
forsake him, in the midst of these trying ebul¬ 
litions of Democratic rage. He „ remained 
calm and unmoved in the Drawing-Room, 
whjle the streets surrounding his residence, 
echoed with the shouts of an enraged multi¬ 
tude, who seemed disposed to proceed to the 
greatest extremities. But, the Duke of Graf¬ 
ton did hot manifest equal constancy, nor 
display the same resolution as his master. It 
seemed to be the fate of George the Third to 
be served by Ministers, as much his inferiors 
in personal and political courage, as in every 
other moral or estimable quality. 

Another opponent, still more formidable 
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than Mr. Wilkes, had arisen amidst these con-’ 
vulsions of the Capital and the Country; who, 
from the place of his concealment, inflicted 
the severest wounds, and who seems to have 
eluded all discovery/down to the present hour.’ 
It is obvious that I mean “ Junius.” This 
celebrated writer, whom the. obtrusive and 
imprudent vanity of Sir William Draper, even 
more than his own matchless powers of Com¬ 
position^ originally forced upon the notice of 
the Public, app^earedan January, 1769. His 
first -Letter, addressed to the Printer of the 
Public Advertizer,” then a popular News¬ 
paper, depictures in the severest colours, the 
sitiiation of the Country; dishonoured, as he 
asserts, in the ,eyes of foreign nations; d\st 
united, oppressed, and ill-adniinisfered ^t 
home.. Like Satan, when invoking his stupi- 
fied'and fallen Associates, he seems to exclaim, 
while endeavouring to rouse the English Na¬ 
tion from their political Apathy, - 

Awake, arise, or be for ever fallen i” 

The conclusion of his opening Address, 
operated with amazing effect, and can hardly 
be exceeded in Energy. Ifj” says he, “ by 
“ the immediate interposition of Providence, 

. 2 G 2 
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“ it* were possible for us to escape a Crisis 
“ so fult of Terror and Despair, Posterity 
“ 'will not believe the-History of the present 
“ Times.—They, will not believe it possible, 
‘■‘ that their Ancestors could have survived 
“ or recovered from so desperate a Condi- 
“ tion, while a Duke of Grafton was Prime 
“ Minister; a Lord North, Chancellor of 
“ the Exchequer; a Weymouth, and a Hills- 
“ borough. Secretaries of State; a Granby, 
“ Commander in Chief: and Mansfield, Chief 
‘■‘ Criminal Judge* of the Kingdom.” After 
transfixing with his keenest shafts, the Com¬ 
mander in Chief of the Forces, the Lord 
Chief Justice of the King’s Bench, and the 
Duke of Bedford, he fastened, like a vulture^ 
oir the First Minister. With an acrimony, and 
ability that have perhaps never been equalled 
by any political Writer, he endeavoured to 
point the public Indignation, equally against 
the Person and the Measures of the. Duke of 
Grafton. Superior in beauty of Diction, and 
all the elegance* of literary, Cornposition, to 
Lord Bolingbroke; not inferior to Swift, in 
closeness, as? well as correctness of Style, 
and in force of Satire; the Letters of “ Ju- 
“ nius’’ will be read as long as the English 
Language endures. Nor did his Pen, after 
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exposing the want of spirit and energy in the. 
Government, respect even the Majesty of the; 
Throne. In his memorable “ Letter to the 
“ Ring,” which cannot be perused without a 
mixture of Admiration and Indignation, he^ 
too successfully labours to render even the , 
virtues of the Sovereign, suspicious and odi- 
0 US 5 while he attempts to degrade the royal 
character, in the opinions of his Subjects. 
The avidity with which these Publications- 
were then sought after and perused^ is diffi¬ 
cult to be conceived at the present time, :and 
never was exceeded at any period of our' 
History. “ Junius ” may, indeed, justly be 
reckoned among the leading Causes which 
drove the Duke of Grafton from the helm of. 
Affairs. • ;* 

I have been assured by persons of honor 
and veracity, • who were in the habits of con¬ 
tinually seeing Mr. Bradshaw, then Secretary 
of the Treasury, and- of knowing his private 
sentiments; that he made no secret to them, 
of the agony into which the Duke of Grafton 
was thrown'by these'Productions. Such was 
their Effect and Operation on his mind, as 
sometimes- utterly to ineapacitate him during 
whole Days, for the ministerial, duties of his 
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Office. There are rieverthelessj many who 
believe and assert, that his sudden Resigr 
nation was not' so much produced by the 
Attacks of “ Junius,” as it originated from 
another quarter. It has been pretended that 
the Princess Dowager of Wales, highly in¬ 
dignant at the mention made of her Name, 
in the Examination and Depositions of Dr. 
Musgrave at the Bar of the House of Com¬ 
mons j remonstrated strongly with the. King, 
on the Supineness of his first Minister, in per¬ 
mitting, or rather in not suppressing such 
Enquiries. However the Fact may be, it is 
Certain that at a Moment'when such an Event 
was least expected, in January, 1770, he re- 
signed his Office; giving, as Lord Bute had 
done before, another instance of Ministerial 
Dereliction, but not the last of the kind which 
has occurred in the' course of the present 
Reign, Lord North, who succeeded to his 
Place, inherited likewise a considerable por¬ 
tion of his Unpopularity. 

c 

Having mentioned the subject, and the 
productions of Junius,” it seems impossible 
to dismiss them without making some Allusion 
to their Author. I have always considered 
that -Secret, as the best kept of any in' oiir 
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Time. . It was, indeed, on many Accounts, 
and.for many reasons, a Secret of the most 
perilous nature., For, the Offences given, 
and the Wounds inflicted by his Pen,.were 
too deep, and too severe, to admit of Forr 
giveness, when we reflect that living So¬ 
vereigns and Ministers formed the Objects 
selected for his Attack. I have been as¬ 
sured, that the King riding out in the Year 
1772, accompanied by General Desaguliers, 
said to him in Conversation, ‘‘ We know who 
‘‘ “ Junius ” is, and he will write no more.” 
The General, who was too good a Courtier 
to congratulate upon such a piece of Intelli¬ 
gence, contented himself with bowing, and 
the Discourse proceeded no further. Mrs. 
Shuttleworth, who was General Desaguliers’s 
Daughter, believed in the Accuracy of this 
Fact. . If, however, the King had penetrated 
to the Secret, I do not believe that the Duke 
of Grafton, or the first Lord Mansfield, had 
arrived at any Certitude on the Point, though 
their Suspicions might be strongly directed 
towards some one Individual. It is certain 
that Sir William Draper died in ignorance of 
his Antagonist; and that he continued to 
express, dovyn to a very short Time before 
his Decease, which took place at Bath, his 
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concern at the Prospect of going out of Life, 
uninformed on the Subject. Lord North 
either did not know, or professed not to 
know, his Name. The late Lord Temple 
protested the same Ignorance. He must, 
nevertheless, have lain within a very narrow 
Circle: for, every Evidence; internal and ex¬ 
ternal, proves him to have been a Person of 
pre-eminent Parts, admirable Information, 
high Connexions, living almost constantly in 
the Metropolis, and in good Company • 
ignorant of nothing which was done at St’ 
James’s, in the two Houses of Parliament, 
in the War Office, or in the Courts of Law; 
and personally acquainted with many Anec¬ 
dotes, or Facts, only to be attained by Men 
moving in the first Ranks of Society. I do 
not speak of his classical Attainments; be¬ 
cause those might have been found among 
Uiere M^n of Letters. “ Junius” was a Mali 
of the AVorld. Henry Sampson Woodfall; 
who printed the Letters themselves, was 
ignorant of the Name or Quality of the 
Writer, and remained so during his whole 
life. Who then; we repeat, was He? 

Many Individuals have become success- 
sively Objects of Suspicion, or of Accusa- 
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tion. Lord George Germain^ father of the 
present Duke of Dorset, was named among 
others. I knew him very intimately, and 
have frequently conversed with him, on the 
subject. He always declared his ignorancb 
of the Author, but he appeared to be gratr- 
fied and flattered by the Belief or Imputation 
lighting on himself. As far, however, ak 
my opinion can have any weight, though I 
thought highly of Lord George’s Talents^ I 
considered them a^ altogether unequal to" 
such.Productions. And I possessed the best 
Means, as well as Opportunities of forming my 
judgement, from his Conversation and Cor¬ 
respondence, both which I enjoyed for several 
Years. Indeed, I apprehend it is unneces¬ 
sary to waste much Time in attempting to 
disprove such a-Supposition, which has few 
Advocates or Supporters. Those persons who 
originally suggested, or who continue to 
maintain it, found the Opinion principally 
on the Attack of Lord Granby, contained in 
** Junius’s” first Letter. But, if we examine 
that Production, we shall see that the Mar¬ 
quis is by no means singled out for Animad¬ 
version. He only attracts his portion of Sa¬ 
tire, as a Member of the Cabinet: and it 
was Sir William Draper’s officious Vanity 
which rendered him unfortunately more con- 
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spicuou^ than the Duke of Grafton, or Lord 
Mansfield. “ It is you, Sir William Draper,” 
says Junius, “who have taken cafe to rep re ^ 
V sent your Friend in the character of a 
‘‘ drunken Landlord, who deals out his Pro- 

mises as liberally as his Liquor, and will 
“ suffer no Man to leave his Table eithetsor- 
“ rowful.or sober.” And. in a subsequent Let¬ 
ter he observes, “ I should justly,be suspected 
“ of acting upon Motives of more than corn- 
“ mon Enmity to Lord Granby, if I.continued 
“ to give you fresh Materials, or Occasion for 
‘‘ writing in his. Defence.” If Lord George 
Germain was “ Junius,” his powers of Com¬ 
position had suffered a Diminution between 
1770 and 1780, and no longer continued as 
powerful at the latter Period, as they had been 
ten Years earlier in Life. But no Man pre¬ 
served at, near Seventy, the Freshness and 
Strength of his Faculties in every Branch, 
more perfect or undiminished than that 
Nobleman. 

As little do I conceive Wilkes to have been 
the man. I knew him likewise wellj though 
not with the same intimacy as I did the last 
named Nobleman. It must be owned that 
Wilkes possessed a .classic Pen, keen, rapid, 
cutting, and capable, as we have seen in the 
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North Briton,” no less than in otheWpo-. 
Ijtical'productions, of powerfully animating, 
or inflaming the public mind. His injuries 
were great; his feelings, acute; his spirit, 
undaunted; and his compositions, full of 
talent. But it was not “ Junius.” Wilkes’s 
two Letters, the one addressed to Lord 
Temple, in October, 1762, from Bagshot, 
after his Duel with Lord Talbot; and the 
other, written from his house, in Great 
George Street, on the 19th December, 1763 , 
to Dr. Brocklesby, immediately after his 
Duel with Martin; may vie in wit, plea¬ 
santry, and powers of ridicule, with any 
compositions in the English language. His 
Letter, dated from “ Paris, 22d October, 
1764 ,” appealing to the Electors of Ayles¬ 
bury, against the treatment which he met 
with from both Houses of Parliament, and 
from Lord Mansfield, challenges equal admi¬ 
ration. Lastly, his Address to the Duke of 
Grafton, written likewise from Paris, on 
the 12th of Decernber, 1766,” containing 
the animated relation of hjs Arrest, followed 
by his interview with the Earls of Egremont 
and Halifax, which took Place at the House 
of the former Nobleman, in Piccadilly ; can 
hardly be.exceeded in energy, severity, and 
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powers of reasoning. They charm, perhaps 
as much as the writings of “ Junius;” but, 
the i^ifference between the two productions 
cannot be mistaken by any man who allows 
his reason fair play. Wilkes himself, who’ 
instead of shrinking from the avowal, on the 
contrary would have gladly assumed the fame 
attending on it, at- whatever personal risk; 
always disclaimed any title-to such a dis¬ 
tinction. Utinajn scripsissem' Would'to 
Heaven I could have written them! was 
his reply, -when charged with being the 
Author. 

Hugh Macauley Boyd, a. Gentleman who 
accompanied or followed Lord Macartney to 
Madras, in 1781, where he died a few years 
afterwards; has been named, and his preten¬ 
sions have been strongly maintained in print; 
as well as in private society. It has beeri at¬ 
tempted, both in his case, and in that of 
Wilkes, to prove from facts of various kinds; 
and Anecdotes, either'true or imaginary, their 
respective right’ to the works of “ Junius.” 
But, I never could discover in the "avowed 
writings of Boyd, any similarity,-and still less 
any Equality, with the Letters of theunknovyn 
and immortal person in question. Nor would 
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it seem, as far as we are able to judge, that 
Boyd had, or could have. Access to. the In¬ 
formation, profusely exhibited through al¬ 
most every page of “ Junius,”, and which 
very few individuals were competent to at¬ 
tain. Boyd did.not live in the Circle where 
alone such Materials were to be found, or to 
be collected. 

I have heard the Reverend Philip. Rosens 
hagen pointed out as “Junius.”;-^ But the 
Opinion never, I believe, had many Sup¬ 
porters, nor did I ever regard it as entitled 
to serious Refutation. I knew him as an 
Acquaintance, between 1782 and 1785. He 
appeared to me to be a plausible, well in¬ 
formed man, imposing in his manner,^of a 
classic mind, and agreeable conversation; 
living much in the world, received on the 
most intimate footing at Shelburne House, 
and possessing very considerable talents. 
There is, however, a wide interval between 
suchf abilities, however eminent, and those 
displayed by the writer under examination. 

A more probable, or at least; a better con¬ 
certed. story, confidently circulated at the 
time, and which has been lately revived, was. 
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that Mr, William Greatrakes, a native^ of 
Ireland, who lived with the Earl of Shelburne, 
and acted as his private Secretary, composed 
the^ Letters. The Materials were said to 
have been furnished by Lord Shelburne, and 
worked up by his Secretary. It was added; 
that he died in August, 1781, atHungerford 
in Berkshire, not very far from that Noble¬ 
man’s Seat, of Bow Wood 5 and lies buried 
in Hungerford Church-yard, with a plain 
Stone over his Remains, together with a shor't 
Inscription, terminated by the three Latin 
Wdrds; ^ ^ . 

“ Stat Nominis Umbra ;” - ' . : 

■ , f .1 ’»u- .r vt- ' 

The Motto usually, or always prefixed to 
Junius’s Letters. I have never considered 
this Narration,' hovyever plausible' it appears, 
as worthy of credit, or as meriting attention} 

It has been recently attempted to prove 
that Glovei'y the distinguished Author of 
‘‘ Leonidas,”, was .f‘ Junius;” and the con¬ 
firmation of the assertion has been sought, in 
the Memoirs of a celebrated Literary and 
“ Political character,” lately published. But; 
though every line of those “ Memoirs,” bei 
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speaks the writer to be a man of equal ability 
and integrity, living in a high Circle, himself 
a Member of the House of Commons during 
many years; though the same ardent spirit 
of Freedom, which animates Glover as a Poet, 
is diffused over this production; and though 
various passages in it, may seem to bear 9 . 
degree of resemblance or Analogy, to the 
animated Apostrophes of Junius yet, 
BO person who has perused attentively the 
work in question, can for an instg,nt persuade 
himself of the identity of the two men. If, 
however, these grounds of belief, drawn frorn 
the internal evidence contained , in the res¬ 
pective Compositions, should fail in pro¬ 
ducing a decided opinion, I can adduce better 
proof. Mr. Glover, son of the Author of 
Leonidas,” and whom to name, is sufficient 
to stamp the authenticity of all that he 
asserts; assured me only a short time ago, in 
answer to my enquiries on the subject, that 
he had not the least reason to.suppose, or 
‘‘ to believe, that his father composed the 
Letters of Junius:” an admission far out¬ 
weighing any real or fancied similarity be¬ 
tween those writers. Still more recent At¬ 
tempts have been made in favour of a 
Foreigner, De Lolme i but, however specious- 
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Ij; supported on some Points, they rest on no 
solid Foundation. 

During many years of my life, nptwith* 
standing the severity with yN\i\ch. Wedderhum 
is treated by “ Junius,” I nourished a strong 
belief, approaching to conviction, that the 
late Earl of Rosslyn, then J/r. IVedderbiirn^ 
was himself the Author of those letters. His 
abilities were eminent, his opportunities of 
information,' great; and his political con¬ 
nexions between January, 1769, and January, 
1772 , the two extreme periods of the ap¬ 
pearance of the Compositions in question, 
favour the conjecture. ^ Though Churchill 
calls‘Wedderburn, , ' 

“ A pert, prim Prater of the Northern Race,” 

■ \ : ■ • , ^ - '■ ■ 

his, talents of every kind entitled him to great 
admiration j- and he particularly possessed, 
the Legal, Jurisprudential^ as well as Parlia¬ 
mentary knowledge; lavishly .exhibited in 
various parts of “ Junius.” I have heard men 
assert,' who were entitled to respect and 
credit, that they had seen* several of the 
Originals, in the possession of Woodfall; and 
that' they recognized the hand-writing to be 
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that of Mrs: Wedderburnj‘his first wife, with 
which; character they were* perfectly ac'- 
quainted. . If this fact indeed were to be ad¬ 
mitted, it mi^ht seem decisive but' such 
assertions, however apparently well sustainedj 
are frequently made on erroneous or mistaken 
foundations. ^ ’ 

, ; ’ ■ ..it : . - ■ 

..All circumstances fully^ weighed^ my own 
conviction isj that the'Letters of “ Junius” 
were written by the Right Honorable William 
Gerard Hamilton^ commonly designated by 
the..Nick Name of" Single Speech Hamilton,” 
from the report generally, though falsely cir¬ 
culated, that he never opened his mouth more 
than once in the English Parliament. He 
was during many years. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in Ireland, and likewise a Mem¬ 
ber of the House of Commons, while I-sat 
in .it: but.. I had not the honor of'his ac¬ 
quaintance; and my opinion- is founded on 
the general prevailing sentiment of those 
persons, who, from their situation^ rank, and 
means of information, are entitled to almost 
implicit belief. Throughout the various com¬ 
panies,. in which, from 1775, down to the 
pr.eisent .time, I have heard this mysterious 
Question agitated, the great majority con- 
2 H 


VOL. I. 



466 


HISTORICAL 


[1781. 

(Curred in giving to Hamilton, the merit of 
composing the Letters under examination. 
Various Noblemen or Gentlemen, who lived 
on terms of intimate friendship, and of almost 
daily intercourse with him, during the period 
of their appearance or publication, in par¬ 
ticular the late Earl of Clermont; have pro¬ 
tested in my hearing,^ that they traced or re¬ 
collected in Junius’s Letters, the “ ipsissima 
Verba,"* the. precise words and expressions of 
Hamilton, which had recently fallen from 
his lips in conversation. His pen is univer¬ 
sally admitted to have been most elegant, 
classical, correct, and nervous. This opinion, 
nevertheless, by no means, amounts to de¬ 
monstration, or approaches to certainty; and 
it is possible, that as the secret has not been 
divulged from authority, during the lapse of 
so many Years, Posterity may never attain 
to any absolute proof upon the Subject, and 
must rest satisfied with Conjecture. 

If “Junius” could be supposed still alive, 
obvious Motives for his concealing himself, 
will suggest themselves.to every Man’s mind; 
But it is very difficult to imagine, that he 
was under Forty years of Age, at the Time 
when he wrote, as he expressly asserts, that 
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he could' “ remember the great Walpoleati 
“ Battles.” Now, Sir Robert Walpole went 
out of Office, early in 1743J If therefore 
“ Junius” still survive among Us, he must 
have considerably passed his Eightieth Year. 
Yet, if on the other Hand, he be no iribre, 
what Reasons sufficiently powerful can be 
produced, to account for the voluntary Re¬ 
nunciation of that posthumous Fame, which 
after his Decease might have been reclaimed, 
without Apprehension of any injurious Con¬ 
sequences to himself? This Argument or 
Consideration, long induced me to suppose 
that ^‘Junius” must be living; and that his 
Death, whenever it took place, would infal¬ 
libly remove the Veil which conceals his 
Name. On more mature Reflexion, rieveri 
theless, very strong Causes for continuing to 
preserve his Incognito beyond the Grave, 
may present therhselves. If he left behind 
him lineal Representatives, he liiight dread 
exposing them to the hereditary Animosity of 
some of those, whom he designates as the 
worst, and the most powerful Men in this 
“ Couritry.” Even should he have left no De- 
scendahts, it is possible that he might dislike 
the Comparison between his Actions and his 
Writings, which must have been invblun- 
Q H 2 
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tarily made by Mankind. If, for instance, 
it would have been proved that he accepted 
an Office, a Pension, or a Peerage,, from the 
Sovereign and the Minister* whonv he had 
recently accused as Enemies ,to their Country, 
or as having betrayed its Interests j—^would 
not the Moral Aversion or Contempt, excited 
towards his Memory by such a Disclosure, 
have overbalanced the Meed of literary Fame 
obtained from the Labours of his Pen? 
Should we admit the Validity of this Reason¬ 
ing, we shall be led to infer, that “Junius” may 
remain as unknown to Posterity, a Century 
hence, as he continues to be now in 1815 . . : 


There is stUl another' Circumstance appli¬ 
cable to. the present Times, which did not 
G^\st vihevi Burnet, ov Biilstrode, or Reresby; 
wrote their Memoirsand which Fact 
must be supposed to.have had its due Opera¬ 
tion on “ Junius.” . Between 1660 and 1714 , 
a period of little more than Fifty Years,, three 
Families in -succession reigned over this 
Country; whereas from 1760, down tp . 1814 , 
only one Prince has occupied the Throne, 
who still lives, though’we lament that be no 
longer reigns. Dnder William; the . Third, 
who bad expelled.his Father-in^aw, and who 
could hot feel any,Esteem for Charles the 
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Second 5 ‘‘Junius,” had he then flourished, 
and had levelled his Shafts against those 
.Kings, might have unmasked, and boldly 
avowed his Writings. When the two Houses 
of Nassau, or of Stuart, no longer swayed the 
Sceptre, and.when George'the First was called 
to the Crown; the severest Attacks made on 
the preceding Sovereigns or Ministers, could 
have excited only a feeble degree of Resent¬ 
ment, if they did not even give Rise to oppo¬ 
site Emotions. But the Case is widely dif¬ 
ferent with respect to “ Junius,” and might 
justly challenge from him another Line of 
Conduct. Not only the same Family, but 
the same Individual, remains, at least nomi¬ 
nally, King. And that Individual, what¬ 
ever Errors of Judgement he may have com¬ 
mitted, or however unpopular he was from 
his Accession down to 1783, has been since 
that Time embalmed in the Affections of His 
People. I must leave the degree of Solidity 
contained in these Observations, to the Deci¬ 
sion of every Man’s Judgement, as elucida¬ 
tory or explanatory of the Question respect¬ 
ing “Junius.” 

In addition to so many, domestic Causes 
which weakened the Veneration felt towards 
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the King, Two foreign Events had likewise 
occurred, productive of National Dissatisfac¬ 
tion. The first arose from the Line of Policy, 
or rather of Conduct, adopted by Great Bri¬ 
tain relative to Corsica. That Island, vvhich 
in later times has attained a degree of odious 
Celebrity, by giving birth to a Man, whose 
military Talents, aided by the Progress of the 
French Revolution, enabled him to overturn 
during many Years, the antient Order and 
System of Europe; was, after a long Series of 
Insurrections against the Genoese Govern¬ 
ment, ultimately transferred by Genoa to 
France. Choiseul, a Minister of an elevated 
Mind, and of ambitious Designs; anxious to 
raise the French Name, as well as the Repu¬ 
tation of Louis the Fifteenth, from the state of 
Humiliation into which both were fallen by 
the ill Success of the preceding War; under¬ 
took, and at length effected, the Reduction of 
Corsica. It may however be justly ques¬ 
tioned, whether the Conquest has. really aug¬ 
mented the Strength or Resources of France. 
But, the Generosity characteristic of the Eng¬ 
lish Nation, the Sympathy felt towards a 
Race of brave, oppressed, and unfortunate 
Islanders, contending for Freedom; when 
added to the jealous Susceptibility natural to 
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a State, always apprehensive of the Aggran¬ 
dizement of its Rivalthese Feelings or po¬ 
litical Opinions, produced a powerful Effect 
on the public Mind. They were sustained by 
Publications, calculated to rouse the Country 
from its Apathy or Indifference to the Fate 
of Corsica. Pascal Paoli, Chief of the Insur¬ 
gents, was depictured in them, as another 
Gustavus Vasa, or William Tell, struggling 
against Tyranny and Oppression: while the 
English Ministry, it was said, pusillanimously 
looked on, regardless of the Event, and inat¬ 
tentive to so important an Accession of Power 
acquired by our natural Enemy. 

Scarcely had the impression made by the 
French conquest of Corsica, ceased to operate, 
and sunk into a degree of oblivion, when 
another Occurrence awakened and exaspe¬ 
rated the Nation, against the Spanish Branch 
of the House of Bourbon. The immediate 
cause of this Dispute arose from the pos¬ 
session taken of the Falkland Islands by 
England j but the Court of Madrid had al¬ 
ways evaded or refused Payment of the Sum 
due for the ransom of Manilla. Never, per- 
haps, was any object in itself less valuable, 
nor less worthy of public consideration, than 
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the Falkland Islands: yet; the manner in 
which Spain acted on the occasion, displayed 
so ^much arrogance, as to compromize the 
hopour of the British Crown, and to demand 
a Reparation no less public than the Affront. 
The Islands in question, situated, in a most 
inclement Latitude,, in the other Hemisphere, 
not far ;removed. from , Cape Horn j could 
scarcely merit, from their ^ intrinsic Conse¬ 
quence, commercial ^or 'political, that any 
Bipod should be spilt in order to acquire,, or 
to retain, their Possession. .But, the jealous 
policy with which the old Spanish Govern¬ 
ment always beheld even the slightest Apr 
proach of any foreign Power towards that vast 
Continent of South America, :over . which, 
though, they could neither.colonize, nor .sub¬ 
ject it, they nevertheless claimed-a Domir 
nion 5 impelled the Court of Madrid to.com¬ 
mence its Operations, in a manherno less hos¬ 
tile, than insulting to us. An English Frigate 
was detained in the. Harbour of Port Egraont, 
by force. ; It must .be owned, that.the Vigor, 
or Tather Audacity of such a Proceeding, 
could scarcely have been exceeded by ; Car¬ 
dinal Alberoni himself, when he presided in 
the Spanish .Counsels, under Philip the Fifth. 
Thp Act was indeed only committed oStenr 
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sibly by an Individual, Buccarelli, who com¬ 
manded the Forces of Charles the Third in 
that duarter of the Globe: but the Govern¬ 
ment avowed, justified, and supported him. 

• Lord North, on whom had recently de¬ 
volved the first Place in Administration j while 
he appeared deeply to feeP the Indignity 
offered to his Sovereign, manifested a Disposi¬ 
tion to resent it in the most effectual Manner. 
But, neither the State of the English Navy, 
nor the Preparations made in our Ports for 
the immediate Equipment of a powerful Fleet, 
were said to be such :as the Exigency obvi¬ 
ously demanded, and the public Honor un¬ 
questionably required. . A mitigated' Com¬ 
promise, by which Spain, though she con¬ 
sented to cede the of Falkland 

Islands to Great Britain, yet refused to ad¬ 
mit or recognize * our to them 5 was, 

after long Discussions, accepted by Ministers. 
It prevented a War, but it gave ho general 
Satisfaction; more especially, as any Men¬ 
tion of-the Manilla Ransom was studiously 
omitted in the Convention. Assuredly, the 
Moment seemed favorable to have impost 
almost any Conditions on the Spanish Crown. 
Louis the Fifteenth, sinking in Years, and 
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still more sunk in the general Estimation of 
his Subjects 5 disgusted at the ill Success of 
the former War, and determined not to en¬ 
gage again in Hostilities against England ; 
having dismissed the Duke de Choiseul from 
Office, and lost to every Sense of public 
Duty,, or national Glory 3 vrould, it was well 
knpwn, have disregarded ‘‘the Family Com- 
“ pact,” and would have abandoned the other 
Branch of the House of Bourbon in the 
Contest. " 

But, Lord North, who preferred pacific 
Measures, even had recourse to expedients 
not usually adopted, in order to avert a Rup¬ 
ture.. The late Sir William Gordpn, whom I 
well knew, and who at that time filled the 
post of British Envoy at the Court of Brus¬ 
sels, was selected by Ministers, to undertake 
the Commission of preventing a War. For 
this purpose, he received private Instructions 
to. repair in the most secret, but expeditious 
manner, to Paris; and to use every possible 
exertion for prevailing on Louis the Fif¬ 
teenth, and the new First Minister, the Duke 
d’Aiguillon, to compel the Spanish Court to 
accommodate the points in dispute. Gordon, 
who found in the French Sovereign and his 
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Cabinet, the warmest disposition to preserve 
Peace, succeeded completely in the object of 
his Mission. He told me, that as a recom¬ 
pense. for his service, he received from Lord 
North, a Pension of Three Hundred Pounds 
a yearj and from his Majesty, the further 
sum of One Thousand Pounds, as a Present: 
but, the Convention by which Peace was made, 
excited universal disapprobation; and afford¬ 
ed to the pen of “ Junius,” an occasion which 
he did not lose, of pointing the public censure 
with inconceivable severity against the King 
himself personally, no less than against the 
Administration. 

Even after the interval of four years, which 
elapsed between the termination of this dis¬ 
pute, and the commencement of the Ameri¬ 
can Rebellion; though the: Nation enjoyed 
profound Peace, together with all the advan¬ 
tages of Commerce, augmenting Opulence, 
and progressive Prosperity, yet the Sovereign 
was by no means popular. New sources of 
discoiitent, and imaginary or doubtful sub¬ 
jects of complaint, were ingeniously disco¬ 
vered. Lord Bute had, indeed, disappeared 
from the Theatre of public life; and the Prin- 
pegs Dowager of Wales, whose supposed in- 
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fluence over her Son, rendered her always an 
object of attack, was no more. She expired 
in 1772i of a most painful Disease, which 
she supported with uncommon firmness.' But, 
other names and figures succeeded to their 
pretended influence behind the Curtain of 
State. BradshaWj surnamed “ the cream- 
coloured Parasite,” and Dj/j'ow, gave place to 
the' superior ascendancy oi Jenkinson, who 
was accused of directing, unseen, the Reso¬ 
lutions of the Cabinet, and.of possessing the 
interior Secret, as well as Confidence, of the 
Crown. A Prince, distinguished by almost 
every domestic virtue, animated by the noblest 
intentions, and by the wannest affection for 
his People; was represented as des^potic,'in¬ 
flexible, vindictive, and disposed to govern 
by unconstitutional Means or Engines. His 
very Pleasures, his Tastes, and his private 
Recreations, were traduced or satirized, as 
bearing the same. Stamp and Impression. 
Poetry lent her aid, to expose these personal 
Weaknesses, if such they were, to public 
Animadversion or Ridicule. The Heroic 
Epistle to Sir AVilliam Chambers,” (attri¬ 
buted to one of the finest poetic Writers of 
the Period, Mason;) rivalled “ Junius” in 
Delicacy of Invective, in its insulting Irony,, 
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and ,in the severity of its Imputations. ' Such 
appeared to.be the State of public Opinion, 
and such the Prejudices generally entertained 
against the King, throughout the Nation, at 
the period when, in the Summer of 1775, 
Hostilities began , on the American. Conti-: 
nent.- 

That George the Third, from a very,early 
Period of his Reign, had imbibed a deeply 
rooted Opinion of the parliamentary Right 
inherent iii the Mother Country, to tax her 
American Colonies, and of the Practicability, 
or rather the Facility, of the Attempt, if 
made; no well-informed Man can entertain a 
Doubt. As early as 1764, His Majesty, 
conversing with Mr. George Grenville, then 
First Minister, on the subject of the Finances, 
which, after, the close of the triumphant “ Seven 
“ Years* War,”, demanded Economy, no less 
than Ability, to, re-establish^ mentioned to 
him as one great Resource, the Measure of 
taxing America. . Mr. Grenville replied, that 
he had frequently revolved, and, thoroughly 
considered the Proposition, which he believed 
to be not only difficult, but impracticable; 
and pregnant, if undertaken,.with the most 
alarming Consequences to the Sovereign him-^ 
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self. These Apprehensions, far however from 
intimidating or discouraging the King, made 
no Impression on his Mind; and in a subse¬ 
quent Conversation with, the same Minister, 
His Majesty gave him plainly to- understand, 
that if he wanted either Nerves or Inclination 
to make the Attempt, others could be found 
who were ready to undertake it. The words 
produced their full effect upon the Person to 
whom they were addressed; and Mr. ,G renr 
ville preferred endeavouring to realize the ex¬ 
periment, however hazardous he might esteem 
it,, rather than allow it to be committed to 
other hands. It failed at that time,, but was 
revived ten years later, with more serious na¬ 
tional results, under Lord North’s Adminis¬ 
tration. 

I have always considered the Principle upon 
which that war commenced, and peculiarly 
as affecting the King, to have been nbt only 
defensible, but meritorious. It was not a War 
of Prerogative, but a Contest undertaken to 
maintain the Right of Parliament to impose 
Taxes OH British America. If George the 
Third would have separated the Interests of 
his Crown, from those of the Legislature, he 
might have made advantageous Terms with 
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his trans-Atlantic Subjects: but he disdained 
any Compromise by which he must have dis¬ 
severed himself from his Parliament. Nor 
have I ever esteemed the political and mili¬ 
tary Conductors of the American Revolution, 
as other than successful Rebels of unquestion¬ 
able courage, constancy, and ability; what¬ 
ever Eulogiums were conferred on them in the 
House ^of Commons, by Fox and Burke. I 
well know that the Naihes of Franklin and of 
Washington, have been consecrated by a very 
numerous part of the Inhabitants of Great 
Britain. The former, if considered as a na¬ 
tural Philosopher, a Philanthropist, and a man 
of Genius, doubtless may lay claim to uni¬ 
versal esteem. Nor are the abstract preten¬ 
sions of Washington less conspicuous, as a 
General, and a Citizen of America. In both 
capacities' he may rank with Cincinnatus, or 
with the younger Cato. But, in the estima¬ 
tion of all who regard the parliamentary Su¬ 
premacy of the Mother Country over Colo¬ 
nies, which had been not merely planted, but 
likewise preserved, by the expenditure of 
British Blood and Treasure, as constituting 
an immutable Principle; a Sovereign who 
would not have maintained that Supremacy, 
must have been unworthy of the Sceptre. 
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The whole life of. William the Third, from 
his attainment of manhood; down;to the last 
moments of his existence, was passed in. a 
continual struggle to .preserve the Liberties of 
his own Country, or those of England, against* 
arbitrary power. His name will ever be con-:' 
nected with Constitutional Freedom, and as 
such, is cherished in our remembrance. But, 
does any person suppose, that if William had 
reigned over the British Isles, at the period 
of the American.Rebellion; whatever love of 
Civil Liberty might animate him as a man,i 
he would on that account have relinquished 
the Rights.of his Parliament, andliis Crown : 
or would have tamely acquiesced in the refu-, 
sal of his American Subjects, to contribute by* 
indirect Taxation, to the general wants, of the; 
Empire ? Those who. venture to form such a 
conclusion, must, as.it appears to me, have 
very imperfectly .studied the Character, or- 
appreciated the Actions, of that illustrious' 
Prince. • - » ’ • - 

The Wisdom and Policy of the American 
"W^ar, may perhaps appear more doubtful. 
The attempt in the first instance to tajc, and? 
afterwards to reduce by force, a vast Conti-, 
nent, separated from. Great Britain by an im-;- 
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mense Ocean, inhabited by a” people who 
were individually indebted many Millions^ to 
the Mother Country, ardent for Emancipa¬ 
tion, and sufficiently unanimous in their re¬ 
sistance to the Parent State, , to be able to call 
out into action nearly all the persons capable ~ 
of bearing Arms;—such an experiment, even 
if speculatively considered, would doubtless 
have impressed any wise Statesman, as hazard¬ 
ous in itself, and of very uncertain issue. In 
the case before us, all these impediments ac¬ 
quired additional strength, from other con¬ 
curring circumstances. A large proportion 
of society here at home, regarded the Ameri¬ 
can Rebellion with favorable eyes, and secretly 
wished success to the Cause;-because they 
dreaded lest the British" Constitution itself 
would not long survive the: encrease of 
Power and Influence, that the Crown must 
necessarily derive from the Subjugation’of the 
Colonies beyond the Atlantic. In both Houses 
of Parliament, a numerous, active, and en- 
creasing Party openly maintained and justi¬ 
fied the Insurrection, rejoiced in their tri¬ 
umphs', and reprobated in. Theory, no less 
than in practice, the attempt to subjugate 
the Revolted States. Even those who did not 
approve such political principles; yet saw ia 
von. 2 I 
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the war, if it should prove unsuccessful, a means 
of overturning the Administration. The ina¬ 
bility of Great Britain to send a military force 
sufficiently numerous for reducing to obedi¬ 
ence so many Provinces, extending from the 
Frontiers of Canada, to the Borders of Florida } 
compelled the Government to obtain addi¬ 
tional troops, by application to various of the 
German Powers. From the Landgrave of 
Hesse Cassel in particular, many thousands 
were procured. ' These Stipendiaries, though 
perhaps not more justly objects of moral or 
political condemnation, than were the Swiss 
and Grison Regiments permanently retained 
in the service of France, or the Scotch Corps 
then serving in the Pay of Holland; yet en- 
creased the popular cry, and furnished to the 
Opposition, subjects of Obloquy, or of De¬ 
clamation. That France must, sooner or 
later, interfere in favor of the Americans, was 
likewise obvious; because the French Minis¬ 
try, listening only to the narrow suggestions 
of'national rivality, did not, or would not 
perceive, that it could never be the wise Po¬ 
licy of a despotic Government, jto aid the 
cause of Revolt, by sending forces out of the 
Country, to imbibe principles of Freedom and 
Resistance among rebels. Xt is an unques- 
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tionable fact, that the late unfortunate Louis 
the Sixteenth possessed enlargement of, mind, 
and sound discernment, sufficient to feel thi^ 
truth. He even objected strongly to the 
policy of detaching. French troops to the as¬ 
sistance of Washington; and he was only 
overruled in his opposition to the Measure, 
by his defererice for the Counsels of Maure- 
pas and Vergennes, France has since dearly 
paid, under Robespierre and Bonaparte, fpr 
her deviation from the dictates of wisdom, as 
well as of magnanimity, in thus supporting 
Insurrection. 

' Jt is however in the Conduct of that unfor¬ 
tunate Contest, that we must principally seek 
for the cause of its ill success. Near three 
years elapsed from the time of its commence¬ 
ment, before the Court of Versailles ventured 
openly to interpose as an Enemy. But, the 
Howes appear to have been either lukewarm, 
or remiss, or negligent, or incapable. Lord 
North’s selection of those two Commanders, 
excited, at the tinie, just condemnation; 
however brave, able, or meritorious, they 
might individually be.esteemed, as professional 
M^n. Their ardour in the Cause itself was 
doubted j and still more questionable was their 
S I S 



484 HISTORICAL [1781, 

attachment to the Administration. Never, 
perhaps, in the history of modern Avar, has 
an Array, or a Fleet, been more profusely 
supplied with every requisite for brilliant and 
efficient service, than were the Troops and 
Ships sent out by Lord North^s Cabinet in 
1776 , across the Atlantic. But, the efforts 
abroad, did not correspond with the exer¬ 
tions made at home. The energy and acti¬ 
vity of a Wellington^ never animated that 
torpid mass. Neither vigilance, enterprize, 
nor co-operation, characterized the Cam¬ 
paigns of 1776 , and 1777 . Dissipation, Play, 
and Relaxation of Discipline, found their 
way into the British Camp. New York be¬ 
came another Capua, though the Genius and 
Resources of Hannibal, were not displayed by 
Sir William Howe. The defeat at Trenton, 
which was critically unfortunate, rescued the 
Congress from the lowest state of Depression. 
After Burgoyne’s Surrender at Saratoga, little 
rational probability of success remained; and 
when Clinton succeeded to the Command of 
the Army at New York, by the recall of Sir 
William Howe, the French were on the point 
of declaring in favor of the Americans. The 
loyalty and courage of Sir Henry Clinton were 
besides more distinguished, than were his 
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military Talents. Even the British Troops, 
engaged in a species of Civil War, did not 
manifest the same eagerness or alacrity; as 
when opposed to a foreign Enemy, though 
they displayed in. every Engagement, their 
accustomed steadiness and valor. The ser¬ 
vice itself, from the nature of the Country, 
became severe, painful, and discouraging. 
Lakes, Swamps, Morasses, and almost im¬ 
penetrable Forests, presented at every step, 
obstacles not easily overcome by the bravest 
Soldiers. And though the scene of Hos,ti- 
lities was successively shifted,, from Boston 
to New York ^ thence to the Banks of the 
Chesapeake and the Delaware j finally, to 
the Southern and Central Provinces j yet the 
results, however promising they might be at 
theeommencement, proved always ultimately 
abortive. We have recently witnessed similar 
Consequences flowing from nearly the same 
Causes, during the Progress of our second 
Contest with America. 

At home, a gradual and encreasing Dis¬ 
content overspread the Kingdoin, pervaded 
all classes, and seemed to menace the. Ad¬ 
ministration with the effects of popular, or 
nMional resentment. The Navy, divided into 
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parties, no longer blocked the Enemy's ports, 
or carried victory wherever it appeared, as 
it had done in the commencement of His 
Majesty’s Reign. Our distant Possessions, 
unprotected, fell into the hands of France or 
Spain: Everi our Commerce was intercepted, 
captured, and greatly diminished. Each 
year seemed to produce new foreign Adver¬ 
saries, and to augment the public embarrass¬ 
ments or distress. Ministers vVho'were nei¬ 
ther vigorous, nor fortunate, nor popular, 
holding even their Offices by a precarious 
tenure, inspired no confidence. The Oppo¬ 
sition, though diminished by the exertions 
which Government had made to secure a 
Majority in the Lower House on the Convo¬ 
cation of a new Parliament; was numerous, 
confident, able, and indefatigable. They saw, 
or believed they saw, the object of their 
grasp, at no great distance. Futurity pre¬ 
sented to all men, a most discouraging pro¬ 
spect j and Peace appeared to be not onl^ 
distant, but unattainable, except by such sa¬ 
crifices of National Revenue, Territory, and 
Honor, as could not be contemplated with¬ 
out a degree of dismay. 'America might be 
considered as lost 3 while our Possessions in 
the East Indies seemed to be menaced with 
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total subversion. Those who remember the 
Period to which I allude, will not think the 
colors of this Description, either heightened, 
or overcharged. At no moment of the Re¬ 
volutionary War which we almost unintermit- 
tingly sustained against the French, from 
1793 to 1814; neither in 1797j during the 
Mutiny in the Navy; nor in 1799, after the 
unsuccessful Expedition to the Helder; nor 
in 1805, subsequent to the Battle of Auster-? 
litz; nor in I 8 O 6 , when the Prussian Mo¬ 
narchy fell at'Auerstadt; nor in 1807, at the 
Peace of Tilsit; nor when Sir John Moore 
was compelled, early in 1809, to re-embark 
at Corunna, and the whole Pyrenean Penin¬ 
sula seemed to lie prostrate at the feet of its 
Corsican Master ;-T-though each of these 
iEras unquestionably presents images of great 
National Depression, did a deeper Despon¬ 
dency prevail among all ranks of society, 
than towards the close of the American Con¬ 
test, as the Administration of Lord North 
drew to its termination. 

In the midst of so universal a dejection, 
the-King remained altogether unmoved. Nei¬ 
ther Defeats, nor Difficulties, nor the number 
of his foreign Enemies, nor domestic Opposi- 
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tion, unhinged his .mind, or shook his resolu¬ 
tion. Convinced that he could not abandon 
the struggle in which he was engaged, how¬ 
ever arduous or doubtful might be the result, 
without renouncing his own Birth-right, the 
Interests of his Crown, the Supremacy of 
Parliament, .and the. best Portion of the: Bri¬ 
tish Empire; he never vacillated, nor shewed 
for a single, moment, .any disposition to dis¬ 
miss his Ministers. Whatever irresolution, 
difference of opinion, or apprehension, might 
pervade the.Cabinet itself at certain moments, 
none of these sentiments agitated the Sove¬ 
reign. He only desired to abide the Issue, 
arid to maintain .the Contest. It is, perhaps, 
for Posterity to decide on the degree of ap¬ 
probation or of blame, political and moral, 
which such a character and conduct, under 
such circumstances, may justly challenge: 
))ut even if we should incline to censure, or 
to condemn, we cannot help in some measure 
admiring it. As however. His Majesty’s opi¬ 
nions and wishes were universally known or 
understood, a proportionate degree of unpo¬ 
pularity fell personally on him; and he was 
regarded as the vital principle which ani¬ 
mated, sustained, and propelled, the Adminis¬ 
tration. When we consider, tins fact, in ad^ 
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dition.to all. the preceding statements given of 
his Measures since he acceded to the Throne^ 
we shall no longer wonder; that in defiance of 
so many claims to the affectionate veneration 
of his People, he was nevertheless, at this 
period of his reign, by. no means an object 
of general partiality or attachment. . 

Lord North, who had already occupied the 
Posts of first Lord of. the Treasury, and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, during eleven 
Years, was. then in the full Vigor of his Fa¬ 
culties, having nearly accomplished the Forty- 
ninth Year ofihis Age. In his.Person he was 
.of the middle size, heavy, large, and much 
inclined to Corpulency. There appeared in 
the cast and. formation of his Countenance, 1 
nay. even in his. Manner, so strong a resem¬ 
blance to the. Royal Family, that it was .dif¬ 
ficult not to perceive it. Like them, he had 
a fair Complexion, .regular Features, light 
Hair, with bushy Eyebrows, and grey Eyes, 
rather prominent in his Head... His Face 
naight be indeed esteemed a Caricature of the 
King; and those who remembered the Inti- 
macy which subsisted between Frederic;, the ‘ 
late Prince of Wales, and the Earl, - as well as ( 
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j Countess of Guildford, Lord North’s Father 
and Mother, to which. Allusion has already 
, been made; found no difficulty in accounting, 
t though perhaps very unjustly, for that simi¬ 
larity. He possessed an Advantage, consi¬ 
dered in his ministerial Capacity, which nei^ 
ther of his two immediate Predecessors, the 
Marquis of Rockingham, or the Duke of 
Grafton; could boast; and in which, his three 
immediate Successors in Office, Lord Rock¬ 
ingham, Lord Shelburne, and the Duke of 
Portland, were equally deficient. I mean, 
that being not a Peer, but a Commoner, he 
had attained in the course of Years, that in¬ 
timate Knowledge.of the House of Commons, 
its formation, and the Modes of conducting 
or influencing it as a Body, which nothing 
can confer, except long Habits of Debate, 
and the Necessity of personal attendance. 
His natural Affability rendered him, besides, 
so accessible, and the communicativeness of 
his Temper inclined him so much,to Conver¬ 
sation, that every Member of the House 
found a facility in becoming known to him. 
Never indeed was a First Minister less in¬ 
trenched within the forms of his official Situa¬ 
tion. He. seemed on the contrary, always 
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happy to throw aside his, public Character, 
and to relapse into an Individual. 

His Tongue being too large for his Mouth, 
rendered his Articulation somewhat thick, 
though not at all indistinct. It is to this Pe¬ 
culiarity or Defect in his Enunciation, that 
“Junius” alludes in one of his Letters, 
written in January, 1770, when he says, 
after mentioning the Duke of Grafton’s Re¬ 
signation, “ The'palm of Ministerial Firm- 
“ ness is now transferred to Lord North. 
“ He tell us so, himself, with the Plenitude 
“ of the Ore rotu7ido” He did not however 
bedew his hearers while addressing them, as 
Burnet tells us, the Duke of Lauderdale, so 
well known under Charles the Second’s Reign, 
always did, in consequence of the faulty 
Conformation of his Tongue. In Parliament, 
the Deficiency of Lord North’s Sight, was 
productive to him of many Inconveniences. 
For, even at the distance of a few Feet, he 
saw very imperfectly; and across the House, 
he was unable to distinguish Persons with 
any degree of Certainty or Accuracy. In 
speaking, walking, and every Motion, it is 
not enough to say that he wanted Grace : he 
was to the last degree awkward. It can 
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hardly obtain Belief, that in a full House of 
Commons, he took off on the point of his 
Sword, the Wig of Mr. Welbore Ellis, and 
carried it a considerable Way across the Floor, 
without ever suspecting, or perceiving it. 
The Fact happened in this Manner. Mr. 
Ellis, who was then Treasurer of the Navy, 
and well advanced towards his Seventieth 
Year, always sat at the lowest Corner of the 
Treasury Bench, a few feet removed from 
Lord North. The latter having occasion to 
go down the House, previously laid his Hand 
on his Sword, holding the Chafe of the Scab¬ 
bard forward, nearly in a horizontal Direc¬ 
tion. Mr. Ellis stooping, at the same Instant 
that the First Minister rose, the point of the 
Scabbard came exactly in contact with the 
Treasurer of the Navy’s Wig, which it com¬ 
pletely took off,. and bore away. The Acci¬ 
dent, however ludicrous, was wholly unseen 
by Lord North, who received the first intima¬ 
tion of it, from the involuntary bursts of 
Laughter that it occasioned in every quarter 
of the House. Mr. Ellis, however, without 
altering a Muscle of his Countenance, and 
preserving the most perfect Gravity in the 
midst of the general Convulsion, having re¬ 
ceived' back his Wig, re-adjusted it to his 
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Head, and waited patiently till the House 
had recovered from the effect of so extraor¬ 
dinary, as well as ridiculous an Occurrence. 

In addition to his defect of Sight, Lord 
North was subject likewise to a constitutional 
Somnolency, which neither the animated De¬ 
clamations of Fox, nor the pathetic Invo¬ 
cations of Burke, nor the hoarse Menaces of 
Barre, could always prevent. It attacked 
him even on the Treasury Bench, sometimes 
with irresistible Force. Nor was he altogether 
exempt from its influence when in private 
society. Having called on'a Lady of Con-I 
dition, one Evening, the Charms of vvhose 
Person and Conversation, were universally 
acknowledged at the Time of which I am 
writing, he found her engaged in a violent 
Altercation with her Sister-in-law. Lord 
North, with his characteristic good Humour, 
attempted to interpose his Mediation, and 
to accommodate the Quarrel: but they 
were not to be pacified without recurring to 
legal Assistance. He consented therefore 
to wait, till the Lady of the House should re¬ 
turn from her Solicitor's Chambers in Lin¬ 
coln’s Inn, which she promised to do with¬ 
out delay. Seating himself in an Arm-chair 
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before the Fire, he soon fell into a profound 
Sleep, from which he was not awakened by 
the entrance of one of the Maid servants 5 
who seeing a corpulent Man, with a blue 
Riband across his Breast, asleep in her 
Mistress’s Drawing Room, and being unac¬ 
quainted with the First Minister’s person, 
ran down into the Kitchen, to give the Alarm. 
Yet in defiance of all these physical infirmities, 
whenever he rose to reply in the House of 
Commons, he displayed no want of Recollec¬ 
tion, Presence of Mind, or accuracy. He 
seldom, or never, took Notes; trusting to his 
Memory for retaining the principal Facts 
which occurred.during the preceding discus¬ 
sion. Sir Grey Copper, however, who com¬ 
monly sat on his left hand, supplied, on par¬ 
ticular Occasions, that Deficiency. 

Lord North was powerful, able, and fluent 
in Debate; sometimes repelling the Charges 
made against him, with solid Argument; but 
still more frequently eluding or blunting the 
Weapons of his Antagonists, by the force of 
Wit and Humour. He rarely rose however 
to Sublimity, though he possessed vast Fa¬ 
cility and Command of Language. When 
necessary, he could speak for a long Time, 
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apparently with great Pathos, and yet dis¬ 
close no Fact, nor reveal any Secret. An 
unalterable Suavity and Equality of Temper, 
which was natural to him, enabled him to 
sustain, unmoved, the bitter Sarcasms and 
severe Accusations, levelled at him from the 
Opposition Benches. They always seemed to 
sink into him, like a Cannon Ball into a Wool 
Sack. Sometimes, the coarse Invectives of 
Alderman Sawbridge, or the fiery Sallies of 
George Byng, roused him from his seeming 
Apathy; and effected th^ Object, which the 
delicate Irony, or laboured Attacks of more 
able Adversaries, had failed to produce. 
Once, and only once, during the Time that 
I sat in Parliament, I witnessed his rising to 
a. Pitch of the most generous Indignation. 
Barre attracted this Storm on himself, by the 
Reproaches which he made the First Minister, 
for. oppressing the People with Taxes: Re¬ 
proaches, equally uncalled for by the Occa¬ 
sion, as they were delivered with insulting 
Asperity of Language. The Incident hap¬ 
pened after the Close of that memorable De¬ 
bate, when General Conway, on the 22d of 
February, 1782, may be said to have ter- 
tminated the American War Administration 
only carrying the Question by a single Vote. 
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Lord North alluding to this recent Triumph 
of the Opposition, said in Reply to Barrel^ 
that ‘‘he presumed the Division of that 
“ Evening, had inflamed the Colonel’s Va- 
“ lour to such intemperate Abuse,” which 
he qualified with the Epithets of “ insolent 
“ and brutal.” The Speaker interposing, 
mutual Apologies were oftered. Pitt and 
Tierney met on Putney Common in 1798, 
and exchanged Shots for less Provocation: 
but, a Duel between Lord North and Barre, 
would have excited a sort of Ridicule; the 
former seeing very imperfectly with both Eyes, 
and the latter having only, one defective Eye. 
Besides, Anger and Resentment appeared to 
be foreign to Lord North’s Nature, and as if 
only put on occasionally to serve a particu¬ 
lar purpose. He was indeed incapable of 
lasting enmity, though he felt, and some¬ 
times expressed Contempt for those, who 
abandoned him from mean and ‘ mercenary 
Motives. ' . ' ■ ■ ^ 

Baited, harrassed, and worried as he always 
was in Parliament, during the latter years of 
his Administration, he never manifested any 
impatience for the termination of the Session: 
oh the contrary, doiibts^ were entertained 
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stmorig those who knew him best, whether he 
did hot derive a gratification from keeping 
the House of Commons sitting. That' assern- 
bly presented in fact a Theatre on which he 
acted the first Personage, where he attracted 
almost all attention, and where his abilities 
rendered him hardly less conspicuous, than 
his Ministerial situation. In opening/Ae 

he was esteemed peculiarly lucid, clear, 
and- able: Oh that account' it cohstituted a 
day of triumph to his friends arid supporters, 
who exulted in the talent which he displayed, 
wlieriever He exhibited the state of the' Na¬ 
tional Finances, or imposed new pecuniary 
burthens. I was twice present at' his per¬ 
formance of this arduous task; first, iri 1781, 
and' afterwards, in the following year, wHen 
he executed it for the last time. Each per¬ 
formance appeared to me, very deserving of 
the Encomiums lavished on it; and if com¬ 
pared with the incapable manner in which 
the Budget was opened by his successor. Lord 
John Cavendish, when he was Chancellor of 
the Exchequer in 1783, I still continue of 
the same opinion. But, Lord N8Rh could 
sustain no competition with the late Mr. Pitt, 
who on those, as on all. other occasions, ma¬ 
nifested a perspicuity. Eloquence, and talenti 
VOL. I. 2 K 
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altogether wonderful j which carried the Au¬ 
dience along with him in every Arithmetical 
statement, left no calculation obscure or am¬ 
biguous, and impressed the House at its close, 
with tumultuous Admiration. 

Lord North could descend without effort, I 
might say, with ease and dignity, from the 
highest Offices of his public situation in the 
House of Commons, to the lowest duties of a 
private Member. In the Spring pf the year 
1781, when “ the Secret Committee for en- 

quiring into the Causes of the War in the 
“ Carnatic,” was appointed by Ballot, I \yas 
named one of the Scrutineers, to examine the 
names of the Persons chosen to compose it. 
The House being about to break up, we were 
standing round the Table, when some voices 
called out the name of Lord North for a 
Scrutineer. Far from declining to engage in. 
such an Occupation, which he might easily 
have done, on account of his Official business 
and employments, he instantly repaired with 
the Members nominated, to one of the Com¬ 
mittee Rooms. We .sat till a late hour before 
the Scrutiny was finished, and dined together 
up stairs. And if he made the worst Scruti¬ 
neer, he was certainly the pleasantest and best 
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Companion, during the whole time. He pos¬ 
sessed a classic mind, full of information, and 
always enlivened by wit, as well as sweetened 
by good hurhour. When youngj he had tra¬ 
velled over a considerable part of Europe^ and 
he knew the Continent well: he spoke French 
with facility, and was equally versed in the 
great writings of Antiquity, It; was impos¬ 
sible to experience dulness in his society. 
Even during the last years of his life, when 
nearly or totally blind, and labouring* under 
many infirmities; yet his equanimity of teiii- 
per never forsook him, nor even his gaiety, 
and powers of conversation. I have frequently 
seen him display the utmost chearfulness, 
under those circumstances’ so trying to hu¬ 
man Nature. " ' 

As a Statesman, his enemies charged him 
with irresolution: but he might rather be 
taxed with indolence and procrastination, than 
with want of decision. He naturally loved to 
postpone, though when it becamd necessary 
to resolve, he could abide firmly by his De¬ 
termination. Never had any Minister purer 
hands, nor manifested less rapacity. In fact, 
he amassed no wealth, after an Administration 
of tvvelve years." When he quitted Office, his 
2 K 2 



500 HISTORICAL [1781. 

circumstances were by no means opulent, and 
he had a numerous faniily. His Adversaries 
reproached him likewise, that though inca?- 
.pable of personally descending to unworthy 
means of enriching himself, he allowed pecu- 
jations or abuses to be practised by those emr 
ployed under hirn. Sawbridge, when speaks 
ing. in his place, as a Member, alluding to 
this accusation; exclaimed with Cato, “ Curse 
5' on his virtues, they’ve undone his Coun- 
<e j»» ^ similar charge was made against 
the late Mr. Pitt, who, after having been 
First Minister during almost his whole life, 
left only Debts behind him. But it never 
entered into any man’s mind, however inimU 
cal, to accuse either Lord North or Mr. Pitt^ 
of making undue purchases in the public 
Funds, or of turning their Ministerial inform¬ 
ation to private purposes of pecuniary emo¬ 
lument. They were known to be upright 
and disinterested. The great defect of Lord 
North’s Government arose from the easiness 
of his natural temper, which sometimes per¬ 
haps induced him to adopt, or to defend 
Measures, that had not always the sanction 
of his judgement. Another, and perhaps a 
greater evil, arising from his facility and want 
of energy, was, that he did not, like the great 
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Earl of Chatham, sufficiently coerce the other 
Members of the Cabinet; each of whom,- 
under Lord North, might be said to form a 
sort of independent Department. They were, 
in fact, rather his co-equals, than his subor¬ 
dinates, as they ought to have been; and the 
public Service often suffered from their want 
of union, or from their clashing interests, and 
private animosities. 

The want of political courage cannot be 
justly attributed to him. If we reflect Jthat 
his Administration equalled in length of time, 
the aggregate of the five preceding Ministers, 
namely, the first Mr. Pitt’s, Lord Bute’s, Mr. 
Grenville’s, Lord Rockingham’s, and the 
Duke of Grafton’s; and if we consider how 
critical, as well as perilous. Were the Times, 
particularly during the reverses of the Ame¬ 
rican War, and in the Riots of .lune, 1780, 
which last convulsions might have appalled 
the stoutest mindj we shall not refuse him a 
just claim to the praise of Ministerial firmness. 
Even his ultimate resignation in 1782, I am 
convinced, arose more from disgust and wea¬ 
riness, added to despair, thaii from personal 
fear, or from any defeat of nerves. Though' 
not Unguarded in private Conversation, or in^ 
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Debate, he^vas careless in many respects, to 
^ degree hardly credible/ I have heard a 
Member of his Cabinet say, that it was, dan¬ 
gerous to trust him with State Papers, which 
he perpetually mislaid or forgot. A Letter, of 
the first political importance, addressed to 
him by the King, which he had lost; after a 
long search, was found lying wide open in 
the water-closet. A strong and mutual affec¬ 
tion subsisted between His Majesty and him, 
as was natural, after the many heavy storms 
that they had weathered together, for so many' 
years. This attachment on the part of the 
former, though shaken and interrupted when- 
Lord North joined Mr. Fox in 1783, yet 
revived in the Royal bosom at a subsequent 
-period, on Lord North becoming blind; a 
circumstance at which, when made known 
to him. His Majesty expressed the deepest 
concern and sympathy. He did not then 
probably foresee that he should himself be 
visited with the same affliction; a point of 
similarity between them, which is not a little 
remarkable. 

Besides his Ministerial Offices, Lord North 
was Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, and 
Lady North enjoyed the Rangership of Bushy 
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Park. . It was there, that, surrounded by his 
family, he; appeared peculiarly an object of 
esteem and of attachment, divested of all form 
or ostentation, diffusing gaiety and good hu¬ 
mour round him. Even those who opposed 
the Minister, involuntarily loved the Man. I 
have had the honor to witness, and to par¬ 
ticipate of the scene that I here describe 5 
and may say, as Pope does of Sir Robert 
Walpole, 

. Seen him I have, but in the social hour 

Of private Converse, ill exchanged for Power.” 

The Earl of Guildford, Lord North’s father, 
attained to a very advanced age: I believe, to 
eighty-six, and had nearly survived his son, 
only dying about two years before him. So 
that. Lord North, like his predecessor. Sir Ro¬ 
bert Walpole, remained a Member of the 
House of Commons, during almost his whole 
life. Lord Guildford had been three times 
married; • Dr. North, the present Bishop of 
Winchester, being his son by the second wife. 
Lord North sprung from his first marriage. 
The Minister secured the Reversion, if I may 
so term it, of the Bishoprick of Winchester, 
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for his Brother, by a piece of Address. Eor, 
the Arcljiepiscppal See of York having be¬ 
come vacant on the Decease of Dr. Drum-» 
mpnd j Lprd I^orth, who knew that the King 
had destined that high Ecclesiastical promo¬ 
tion for Dr; Markham, then Bishop of Ches¬ 
ter, determined nevertheless to ask it for Dr. 
North, Bishop of Worcester. Conscious that 
he should meet with a refusal, for which he 
was prepared, he ably made it subservient to 
the attainment of his real object, Winchester: 
a Mitre .that might be reasonably expected 
soon to drop, from the age and infirmities of 
its possessor. Dr Thomas. When Lord North 
preferred his request, the King replied, that 
it .was irnpossible, to gratify him, ^s the Arcln 
bishoprick of York must be conferred on the 
Bishop pf Chester. The First Minister in¬ 
sisted : but the Soyereign remained firm, re¬ 
capitulated; the obligations which he owed, to 
Dr. Markham, for his care of the Prince of 
YTalps’s Education, and left np prospect of 
effecting any change in his resolution. “ Youc 
Majesty then,” said Lord N-Ofth, P will, I 
‘‘,hope, have np pbjeetion to give my Bro- 
“ ther, the See pjf ^inphester, whenever it* 
“ may become Y^pant ?” “ Ph, d?y alL 
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“ means,” answered the King, “ You may 

rely on it:” a Promise, which soon after¬ 
wards received its Accomplishment. ‘ 1C 

I will conclude the Subject of Lord North, 
on which I dwell with Complacency, by ob¬ 
serving, that though he cannot be esteemed 
a great Statesman, in the most comprehensive 
Sense, like the first or the second Mr. Pitt; 
though he was even a very unfortunate, as 
well as a most unpopular Minister, during the 
far greater part, or the whole course of his 
Administration; yet he possessed distin¬ 
guished Claims to national Esteem. The 
American War formed the AVeight which 
dragged him down : a Load that would, have 
sunk the great Lord Chatham himself, if he ' 
had attempted to lift it, notwithstanding his 
Talents and popular Favour. In the Year 
1758, when that eminent Statesman was 
called to the Direction of public Affairs, not 
by the Sovereign, but by the Nation, he had. 
only to conduct and point the Energies of the 
Country against France. His son, in 1793, 
beheld himself placed, as the Champion of 
Order,' Morals, Religion, and Monarchical 
Government, in opposition to the most san-^ 
guipary and detestable Republic, if it could 
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be, with Justice entitled to that Denomina¬ 
tion, which ever arose among Men. Both 
Ministers were in some Measure sustained 
and impelled by the very Contest. But 
Lord North, who derived little Support from, 
his Countrymen, and none from the Nature 
of the War, could only look to the Crown 
for Protection against public Clamor, in, and 
out of. Parliament. In the Distribution of 
Honors and Dignities, he was far more spar¬ 
ing, than his Successor; a Fact of which we 
shall be convinced, if we compare the List 
of Peerages created between 1770 and 1782, 
with those made by Mr. Pitt, when First 
Minister, within the same Portion of Time, 
during any Period of his Administration. 
Nor was Lord North equally profuse of the 
Public Money, as Mr. Pitt, whatever Severity 
of Censure he underwent for his Extrava¬ 
gance or Negligence, in the Management 
and Expenditure of the Finances. No Im¬ 
peachment of any subordinate Minister, or 
of any Member of his Cabinet, ever took 
place, for Defalcation, or Misapplication of 
Sums which passed through his Hands, as we 
witnessed in 1806. Yet the Opposition in 
the Lower House of Parliament, during the 
whole Progress of the American-War, ex- 
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ceeded in Numbers, and at least equalled in 
Virulence, the . Minority which impeached 
Lord Melville. 

-f .; :i ’ = 

As a Man, considered in every private 
Relation, even in his very Weaknesses, Lord 
North was most amiable: in that point of 
View, his Character will rise on a Compa¬ 
rison with any First Minister of Great Bri¬ 
tain, during. the Course , of the Eighteenth 
Century ; not excepting Lord Godolphin; 
Mr. Pelham, or the Marquis of Rocking¬ 
ham. The two former were justly accused 
of a passion for Play,. which accompanied 
them through Life : a Vice from which Lord 
North was wholly exempt. Burnet, who re¬ 
counts the Fact relative to the Lord Trea¬ 
surer Godolphin, says, “ He loved Gaming 
“ the most of any Man of Business I ever 
‘‘ knew; and gave one Reason for it; be- 
‘‘ cause it delivered him from the Obligation: 
“ to talk much.” Dodington, when relating 
Mr. Pelham’s.Attachment to the same Grati¬ 
fication, adds, that, he studiously concealed 
it with the utmost Care. Lord North pos¬ 
sessed better intellectual Resources in him¬ 
self He possessed likewise the highest 
Sources of Enjoyment in his Fainily, sur- 
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rounded by his Children. The Marquis of 
Rockingham was childless; and Lord Bute’s 
Fire-side was not characterized by the same 
Expansion of the Heart, the same Emancipa¬ 
tion from all Severity of Form, or the same 
Ebullitions of Fancy and Intellect. His im¬ 
mediate Predecessor, the Duke of Grafton, 
respecting whom “ Junius” observes, when 
speaking of his domestic qualities, “ Your. 
“ Grace has now made the compile Revplu- 
" tion of the political Zodiac, from the Ycor- 
pion in which you stung Lord Chatham, to 
“ the hopes of a in the House of 

“ Bloomsbury the Duke could stand no 
Competition with Lord Norths in the en¬ 
dearing Charities of Life, where the Minister 
becomes.merged in the Father, the Husband,' 
and the Individual. If we would try to find 
his Equal in these Endowments and'Virtues, 
we must remount to Wriothesley, Earl of 
Southampton, or to Hyde, Earl of Claren¬ 
don.—Every Beholder, while contemplating 
the Monument where rest the Remains of the 
great Earl of Chatham, or of the Second Mr.^ 
Pitt, must be penetrated with Emotions of Ad¬ 
miration and Respect; but all those who per¬ 
sonally knew Lord North, or had ever mixed 
with him ini Society, while regarding his 
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Tomb, would involuntarily find their Eyes 
suffused in Tears. ' . 

The post of Secretary of State for the 
Department, was at that Time filled 
by Lord Stormont; a Nobleman who having 
passed great Part of his Life in a diplomatic 
Capacity, on the Continent, principally at the 
Courts of Dresden and Vienna, necessarily 
possessed a considerable Knowledge of the 
Interests and Politics of Europe. He had 
nevertheless manifested no great- Vigilance, 
nor displayed any superior Penetration, dur¬ 
ing his recent Embassy at Paris ; where, it 
was commonly believed, he had been de¬ 
ceived by the Protestations, or duped by the^ 
Artifices, of Maurepas and of VergennCs, pre¬ 
vious to the open Interference of France in 
the Affairs of America. His near Alliance to 
the Earl of Mansfield, of whom he was the 
Nephew and collateral Heir, if it conferred* 
no Claim to popular Favor, unquestionably 
conduced to render him more acceptable at 
St., James’s. Even his Enemies admitted him 
to possess Application; and whenever he 
rose in the House of Peers, he displayed- a 
thorough Acquaintance with the Subject on 
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which he spoke, together with great Preci¬ 
sion of Language, and force of Argument. 

The Earl of Hillsborough, who held the 
Southern Department, wanted neither Ability, 
nor Attention to public Business: but his 
natural Endowments, however solid, did not 
rise above mediocrity. He seemed to have 
owed his political, as well as, personal Eleva¬ 
tion in Life, more to his good Sense, Penetra¬ 
tion, and Address, than to any intellectual 
Superiority. I have seen him much embar¬ 
rassed and disconcerted in the Session of 
1781, when called on officially in the House 
of Lords, to explain, or to justify, the Mea¬ 
sures adopted in Bengal: an 'Embarrassment 
which arose from his Ignorance of Names, 
Places, and Circumstances in that Quarter of 
the Globe, with which, as Secretary of State 
for the East Indies, he ought to have been 
acquainted. We must however recollect, 
that very few Persons, except such as were 
locally connected with India, had then at¬ 
tained any accurate Information respecting 
the Company’s Affairs. Of this assertion I 
could adduce many proofs. In February, 
when Lord Shelburne speaking in the 
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House of Peers, made Allusion to King, 

or Supreme Rajah of the Mharattas,” he 
felt himself compelled to explain to their 
Lordships, the Nature and narrow Limits of 
that nominal Sovereignty ; with which, as 
well as with the Office of “ Peshwa,’^ or 
efficient Ruler, of the Mharatta Empire, 
nine-tenths of his Audience were utterly un¬ 
acquainted. I recollect the Astonishment, 
not unmixed with some degree of Ridicule, 
excited in the House of. Commons, on Go¬ 
vernor Johnstone’s first Mention and De¬ 
scription of the Harbour of Trincomale in the 
Island of Ceylon; a Bay, which probably, 
till that Occasion, had never been heard of 
by the greater part of the County Members. 
Though the Irruption of Hyder Ally into the 
Carnatic in 1780, powerfully awakened the 
national Attention to the Subject ; it was 
Fox’s memorable Bill, followed at a short In¬ 
terval, by Hastings’s Trial, that diffused over 
the whole Kingdom, an Eagerness for Orien- 
l;al Knowledge. 

But, Lord George Germain, who presided 
over the American Department, attracted 
from a variety of Causes," far more public 
Consideration, while he presented a fairer 



512 


HISTORICAL 


[1781. 


Mark for parliamentary; Attack, or for popii.- 
lar Declamation,, than either of the ; other 
Secretaries of State. His Abilities, the Cir-r 
cumstance of his being a .Member of the 
House of Commons, even the Events of his 
former Life,, when commanding the British 
Forces, in,Germany; and.above.all, the Ob^ 
ject of the War in which, we were engaged;; 
a War, that at the Commencement of 17.81, 
still professed ton be the Subjugation of the re..' 
volted;Colonies ;r— these'united Circumstances 
rendered; him,, after Lord North; the most 
prominent- Person in.Administration. As I 
had’ the Honor- to enjoy a place^ih his Friend- 
ship,. and to live with him during the; latter 
Years of his Life,.on; terms of great: Intimacy, 
I may pretend to have known him well 
Nor will I- deny that I ami partial to his 
Memory: but, that Partiality will- never in¬ 
duce me to pervert, or to misrepresent' any 
Fact;, though I am aware that it may unin¬ 
tentionally bias my Opinions. He had com¬ 
pleted his Sixty-fifth Year at this Time; but 
a frame of Body naturally robust, and a vi¬ 
gorous Constitution, secured him almost un¬ 
interrupted Health, together with the Enjoy¬ 
ment of all his Faculties. In his Person, 
which rose tomearrsix feet, he was muscular. 
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and capable of enduring much bodily, as well 
as mental, Fatigue. His Countenance indi¬ 
cated Intellect, particularly his Eye, the 
Motions of which were quick and piercing. 
On first Acquaintance, his Manner and Air 
impressed with an idea of proud Reserve: 
but no Man, in private Society, unbent him¬ 
self more, or manifested less Self-importance. 
In the midst of his Family;~r-for he rarely 
dined from home; and in the Company of a 
few. select Friends, he soon forgot the Toils 
annexed to public Life, the Asperities of De¬ 
bate, and the Vexations of Office. Even 
after the latest Nights in the House of Com¬ 
mons, he alw;ayssat dpwn to Table, drank a 
pint of Claret, and passed in Review the In¬ 
cidents of the preceding Evening. ; It was 
then that his Conversation became most en¬ 
tertaining; seasoned with curious Anecdotes 
collected during the course of a. long Life, 
passed in the highest Circles, amidst the 
greatest Affairs, in England, Ireland, Scot¬ 
land, and on the Continent, where he had 
served; embracing the Secret History of the 
present, and of the two late Reigns. 

Though Lord George Germain was so 
highly born, his Education did not altogether 
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correspond with his Extraction, and he owed 
far more to Nature, than to Cultivation. He 
had, indeed, been brought up in the College 
of Dublin; but he possessed little Informa¬ 
tion derived from Books, nor had he im¬ 
proved his Mind by extensive Reading, in. 
the Course of subsequent Years. Even after 
his Retreat from public Employment, in the 
decline of Life, when at Drayton, where he 
had a fine Library, he rarely opened an Au¬ 
thor, except for a short Time on his Return 
from coursing, shooting, riding, or other 
favourite Exercises. He had visited Paris, 
when young,'with his Father the Duke of 
Dorset i and the French language was fa¬ 
miliar to him: but with Horace, Tacitus, or 
Cicero, he had formed little Acquaintance. 
His initiation into public Life, Politics, and 
Parliament, took place too early, to admit of 
storing his Mind with classic Images or Ideas. 
Though he was versed in English History 
since the Time of Elizabeth^ during which 
Period of near two Centuries, some one of 
his immediate Ancestors had almost always 
sat, and sometimes presided, in the Councils 
of the Sovereign, he was not conversant in 
our Annals of an earlier Date. But, on the 
other hand, he had witnessed much with his 
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own Eyes, he had heard still more from 
others, he seized with Ease on whatever was 
submitted to his Understanding, and he for¬ 
got nothing. 

In Business he was rapid, yet clear and 
accurate; rather negligent in his Style, which 
was that of a Gentleman and a Man of 
the World, unstudied and frequently careless, 
even in his official Dispatches. But, there 
was no Obscurity or Ambiguity in his Com¬ 
positions. Capable of Application in Cases 
of Necessity, he nevertheless passed little 
Time at the Desk, or in the Closet: arid 
while Secretary of State, under critical, as 
well as perilous Circumstances, when every 
Courier brought, or might bring, Accounts 
the most disastrous; no Man who saw him 
at Table, or of an Evening in his Drawing 
Room, would have suspected from his De¬ 
portment and Conversation, that the Re¬ 
sponsibility of the American War reposed 
principally on his’Shoulders. More than one 
Member of the Cabinet was supposed to en¬ 
joy a greater degree of personal Accepta¬ 
bility with the King but none exercised the 
Privilege of speaking with rriore freedom to 
him." Lord George seldom hazarded to ask 
2 L 2 
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Favours; but when he undertook any Cause, 
he never receded till he had obtained the Ob¬ 
ject. Dr. Eliot, who then practised Physic 
with some Celebrity, and of whose medical 
Skill Lord George entertained a high Opinion ; 
induced him to exert his Interest at Court, 
for procuring the Doctor to be created a 
Baronet. The King, who disliked Eliot per¬ 
sonally, and regarded his professional Talents 
with as little Partiality, displayed much Re¬ 
pugnance to grant the Request. Yielding 
however at last, “ Well, my Lord,” said he, 
“ since you desire it, let it be: but remember, 
“ He shall not be my Physician.” ‘‘ No, 
“ Sir,” answered Lord George, bowing, “ He 
‘‘ shall be your Majesty’s Baronet, and my 
“ Physician.” The King laughed, and Eliot 
was raised to the Baronetage. 

In the House of Commons, down to the 
last Hour that Lord George remained a 
Member of that Assembly, he was constant¬ 
ly the Object of the severest, and most point¬ 
ed Attacks of the Opposition; who always 
hoped to force from his Irritability, the Secret 
or the Fact, which they had vainly attempted 
to extort from the Apathy and Tranquillity 
of Lord North. In this endeavour they fre- 
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quently succeeded; for. Lord George, goad¬ 
ed by Reproaches, often fictitious, frequently 
unjust, and always exaggerated, generally 
started up sooner or later; repelled the 
Charges advanced; arid in so doing, some¬ 
times put the Adversary in possession of 
the very Matter which they sought to 
discover. He spoke, as he wrote, without 
much Premeditation, from the impulse of 
the Occasion; in animated, rather than in 
correct Language; with Vehemence, but, 
not without Dignity. His Voice was power¬ 
ful, and his Figure commanding ; though he 
did not always thoroughly possess himself, 
nor display the Coolness demanded by so try¬ 
ing a Situation as that of American Secre¬ 
tary. His Opponents, who well knew, a- 
vailed themselves of this Defect in his for¬ 
mation of Mind. On the other Hand, the 
Keenness of his Sight gave him a prodigious 
Advantage over Lord North, when in the 
House of Commons. Lord George Germain 
had no sooner taken his Seat on the Treasury 
Bench, than he pervaded with a Glance of 
his Eye, the Opposition Benches; saw who 
attended, as well as who were absent; and 
formed his Conclusions accordingly on the 
Business of the Day. He used to say, that 
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for those who were enabled to exercise this 
Faculty, every Thing was to be sem in the 
House; where, on the contrary, nothing 
except Declamation, was to be gained by the 
FJar. No Man better understood the Ma¬ 
nagement of Parliament; the: Prolongation 
or . Acceleration of a Debate,, according to 
the Temper or the Number of the Members 
present; and every Detail of official Dex¬ 
terity or Address, requisite in conducting 
Affairs submitted to a popular Assembly. 
To all these Arts of Government, he had 
served two long and severe Apprenticeships 
in Ireland, as Secretary to his Father,: the 
Duke of Dorset, when successively Lord 
Lieutenant of that Kingdom. In political 
courage and firmness he was not deficient. 
I have seen him in circumstances which 
sufficiently put those qualities to the proof, 
towards the close of the American War, 
when intelligence arrived of Lord Cornwallis’s 
surrender at York Town : a Disaster of the 
most irreparable nature, the load of which 
fell almost exclusively on himself. 

While summing up Lord George’s Charac¬ 
ter,. it is so impossible not to , think of the 
business at Minden, and consequently not to 



mi.] 


MEMOIRS. 


519 


allude to it, that my silence on this subject, 
would seem to imply my conviction of the 
Justice of the Sentence passed on him by the 
Court Martial. On the other hand, I feel 
how delicate and invidious a matter it is, on 
which to touch, even at the distance of xnor^ 
than half a Century. Yet, SLS persojial, and 
political Courage, though altogether dissimilar, 
are commonly considered to have an intimate 
connexion; as we are even with difficulty in¬ 
duced to allow, or duly to estimate any vir¬ 
tues, however eminent, in a man whom we 
suppose to have been deficient in the former 
of those essential qualities; as general pre¬ 
judice is certainly in Lord George’s disfavor, 
and as I may claim to possess some informa¬ 
tion on the subject; I shall enter briefly into 
the Disquisition. 

I lay no stress on Lord George Germain’s 
illustrious Extraction, since we all know that 
the greatest Houses have produced the most 
degenerate descendants; instances of which 
in point, to which I forbear alluding, have 
occurred in our own Times. Pope justly 
exclaims. 

What can ennoble Slaves, or Sots, or Cowards ? 

“ Alas! Not all the Blood, of all the Howards!” 
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It is, nevertheless, an incentive to noble 
Achievements, when We descend from those 
who have performed such actions. The me¬ 
morable Letter of Edward, Earl of Dorset, 
describing his Duel with Lord Bruce, under 
the reign of James the First, commemorated 
in the “ Guardian j” and the celebrated 
Song, beginning, 

** To all you Ladies now on Land, 

We Men at Sea indite,” 

which was composed by Charles, Earl of 
Dorset, Lord George’s Grandfather, as we 
are assured, on the Night before the En¬ 
gagement between the English fleet, and that 
of Holland, commanded by Opdam, under 
Charles the Second’s reign I—these two Pro¬ 
ductions, which are as universally known 
as the Language in which they are written, 
sufficiently attest that he drew his Lineage 
from men of Courage. His maternal Grand¬ 
father, Marshal Colyear, Brother of the first 
Earl of Portmore, and Governor of Namur, 
with whom Lord George passed much time 
in his youth j had grown grey in all the Sieges 
and Battles of the Low Countries, under Wil¬ 
liam the Third. As soon as England took'a 
part in the War occasioned by the Accession 
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of Maria Theresa, in 1743, Lord George was 
sent to the Continent; where he served, if 
not with marked distinction, certainly with¬ 
out the slightest reproach, under the Com¬ 
mand of Lord Stair, and of His late Britannic 
Majesty. In 1745, at the Battle of Fontenoy, 
where a number of our Officers fell, he received 
a musket-ball in the breast, and was thrown 
upon a waggon, with many others. He had 
preserved the Uniform that he wore on that 
day, which I have seen and examined; bear¬ 
ing on it the mark of the Ball, corresponding 
to the place where he was struck, and other 
Holes in the Skirts of the Coat, perforated by 
Bullets. During the domestic Rebellion that 
followed the Defeat of Fontenoy, being re¬ 
called to his own Country, he accompanied 
William, Duke of Cumberland, from the 
Commencement, to'the Close, of the Insur¬ 
rection in Scotland; where great commenda¬ 
tion was bestovved on his Services. 

Among the Dorset Papers, which I have 
seen, were preserved a Series of Letters, ad¬ 
dressed by him to the Duke his father, con¬ 
taining many interesting incidents of the years 
1745 and 1746, while he was serving in the 
Highlands, against the Rebels. On the break¬ 
ing out of the war in 1756, he accompanied 
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the late Duke of Marlborough, on those 
desultory Expeditions to the Coast of Nor¬ 
mandy and Brittany, wheii we bombarded St. 
Malo, and demolished Cherburgh, After the 
Demise of the Duke, which took place at 
Munster, towards the close of 1758, it is well 
known that Lord George commanded the 
British Forces dujring the ensuing Campaign, 
and in particular at the Battle of Minden. 
That he did not advance at the head of the 
Cavalry, on that Occasion, with the Celerity 
that might have been wished; and that his 
Delay, is ever to be regretted on a national 
Account, because, if he had so advanced, 
the Defeat of the Enemy would have been 
much more complete; that consequently he 
became a just Subject of Blame or of Cen¬ 
sure, if we judge by the Result, and not by 
the Motives —all these Points must be con¬ 
ceded to his Accusers. But, the Question 
is, whether he manifested any such Back¬ 
wardness to lead on the Horse, after he re¬ 
ceived Prince Ferdinand’s Orders for that 
Purpose, as justly rendered him liable to the 
Suspicion of Reluctance, or to the Imputa¬ 
tion of Cowardice ? 

The Deppsitions of Lieutenant Colonels 
pgonier, Sloper, and Fitzroy, would certainly 



MEMOIRS. 


5^5 


1781.] 

seem to affix on him, either one or the other 
of these Charges. But, the Evidence of 
Lieutenant Colonel Hotham, as well as the 
positive Testimony of Captains Lloyd and 
Smith, two of Lord George's Aid-du-Camps, 
appear as completely to exculpate him. 
There w^ere even negative, if not positive 
Doubts, stated by Hotham and Smith, rela¬ 
tive to the Accuracy, not to say the Truth 
or Existence, of the asserted Conversation 
held by Colonels Fitzroy and Ligoriier with 
Lord George, when they successively de¬ 
livered him Prince Ferdinand’s Orders. Cap¬ 
tain Smith, Sir Sidney Smith’s Father, I very 
intimately knew; who was himself a Man of 
distinguished personal Courage, strictly con¬ 
scientious, and incapable of asserting any 
Thing that he disbelieved. He never enter¬ 
tained an Idea that Lord George was with¬ 
held by unbecoming personal Motives, from 
advancing at Minden. The Fact plainly ap¬ 
peared to be, even on the Testimony of Fitz¬ 
roy, Sloper, and Ligonier, that either Prince 
Ferdinand’s Orders were in themselves contra¬ 
dictory, or were misunderstood by the Aid- 
du-Camps, or were imperfectly delivered by 
them. Lord George displayed evident Ir¬ 
resolution under those Circumstances'. He 
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first halted, and afterwards did not cause the 
Cavalry to advance with the Rapidity that 
would have ensured the Enemy’s entire De¬ 
feat. Probably, similar Accidents happen in 
almost every great engagement. But, the 
World, which pardons the Excesses of intem¬ 
perate Courage, never forgives the slightest 
Appearance of Backwardness in the Field. 
Prince Rupert, who three times ruined the 
Affairs of Charles the First; who by his im¬ 
petuous Valour, lost him the three Battles of 
Edge Mill, of Marston Moor, and of Naseby, 
is pardoned by Posterity: while Admiral 
Byng and Lord George Sackville remain 
under Imputation. Such will ever be the 
Lot of Military Men who venture to hold 
back, when they might go forward in Action. 

It must nevertheless excite no small Sur¬ 
prize, that Prince Ferdinand, though he al¬ 
ludes in the General Orders issued on the 
Day following the Battle, to Lord George’s 
supposed Misconduct; yet, in the first Dis¬ 
patches sent to this Country, containing the 
Account of the Victory, made ho public 
Mention whatever of it; and some Days 
elapsed, before the Prince preferred any for¬ 
mal Accusation against him. I have seen 
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among the Dorset Papers, a Series of Lord 
George’s Letters to his Father, written from 
the Allied Army, during that Campaign, ex¬ 
tending to within very few Days of the Action 
at Minden. And I have likewise perused the 
Notes addressed to Lionel, Duke of Dorset, 
from the Foreign Office of the Secretary of 
State here, on the Arrival of the official In¬ 
telligence of the Engagement j felicitating the 
Duke on the Result of a Battle so glorious to 
this Country, and in which He must neces¬ 
sarily feel so deep a personal Interest. Not 
a Word, nor a Hint, appears in these Notes, 
of Lord George’s supposed want of Alacrity. 
How are we to explain this line of Con¬ 
duct in the Prince? It would seem as if 
the Charge should have instantly followed the 
Act. 

George the Second, it must be remember¬ 
ed, was at this Time near Seventy-six Years 
old; strongly prejudiced, as we well know, 
in favour of his Relative and Countryman, 
Prince Ferdinand; and naturally chagrined at 
an Event, which, even though it should have 
been publicly recognized a$ the mere effect of 
Misconception or Mistake in the Orders sent, 
yet equally afforded Subject for Regret, on 
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account of its injurious consequences. Under 
these Circumstances the Court Martial took 
place, and the King’s sentiments respecting 
Lord George’s Culpability, were universally 
known throughout the Country. It is a fact, 
that His late Majesty sent him a Message, 
acquainting him of his own Determination to 
put into Execution the Sentence of the Court, 
whatever it might be, without Mitigation. 
Lord George was tried in March, 1760. Had 
the late King died in October, 1759, instead of 
October, 1760, might not the Result, in all 
probability, have been far less severe under a 
new Reign, when the Clamour of the Hour 
had subsided ? 

In 1759 and 1760, Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunswic, occupied a high Place in the ad¬ 
miration of the English Public, by whom he 
was considered as only inferior in the Field, 
to the Protestant Hero 3 as he was then absurd¬ 
ly denominated, Frederic, King of Prussia. 
But his Popularity, I mean. Prince Ferdi¬ 
nand’s, proved of very short duration. As 
early as January, 1761, we may see in “ Do- 
“ dington’s Diary,” how low the Prince, had 
fallen in general Estimation, and what serious 
Accusations were brought against him. Do- 
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dington, relating the particulars of a Conver¬ 
sation which he had at that Time with the 
Earl of Butey says, I told him, “ that I thought 
“ Prince Ferdinand was become as unpopu- 
“ lar in the Army, as he was once popular ; 
“ that he was accused of three great Heads 
‘‘ of Malversation. The first -was, that, he 
“ had exacted complete Pay for uncomplete 
“ Corps: the second, that not One Shilling 
of all those devastating Contributions, had 
“ been , carried to the Public Account: the 
“ thirdy that he had received good Money, 
“ and had paid the Troops in bad, to a very 
“ gteat Amount, and at a great Discount.’* 
These Charges do not appear to have ever 
been refuted. The precedent of Admiral Byng, 
shot very unjustly, bn an Accusation of Cow¬ 
ardice, was recent. If the Members ofi the 
Military Tribunal who tried Lord George, 
believed that he had committed the same 
Crinie as the one imputed to that unfortunate 
naval Commander, why did they not pass on 
him. the same Sentence ? There can be. only 
one Answer. , The Evidence brought forward, 
fell short of Proof; and under those Circum¬ 
stances, they doubtless were not convinced 
that he merited Death. But, still, as the 
Prejudices, or prevailing. Opinions of the 
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Time, hardly admitted on the other Hand, 
of his Acquittal, they cashiered him. It is 
for Posterity to revise, perhaps to reverse, 
that Sentence: not juridically, but as a Court 
of Opinion, deciding in the last Resort, on 
all human Actions. I have endeavoured fairly 
to state the leading Circumstances, on which 
they may found a Judgement. 

Lord George’s Duel with Governor John¬ 
stone, is a well known Fact. On that Occa¬ 
sion, even by his Adversary’s admission, he 
exhibited -perfect Self-possession; presenting 
so fair, and erect, a Mark, while he calmly 
waited for the Governor’s fire, that it extort¬ 
ed from him an involuntary Testimony to 
Lord. George’s courage. The la^ Lord Syd¬ 
ney, then Mr. Townsend, who was his Se¬ 
cond, equally witnessed and attested his cool¬ 
ness. How can we believe or. conceive, that 
such a Man, on such a Field as Minden, be¬ 
fore so many Spectators, would, from personal 
Fear, have at once covered himself with Ig¬ 
nominy ? As little is it proved, whatever we 
may suspect, that Motives of personal Ani¬ 
mosity to Prince Ferdinand, with whom we 
know he was on bad terms, operated on Lord 
George’s Mind, and impelled him to delay 
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moving forward with the Cavalry, to complete 
the Victory. .It is evident, on the calmest 
and most dispassionate Review of the Trans¬ 
action, which has obtained such a melan¬ 
choly celebrity, in our.Military Annals.under 
George the Second.; that an Ambiguity in 
Prince Ferdinand’s Orders to Lord George; 
or a Contradiction in them, produced the 
whole. Misfortune. We may indeed assert; 
or believe, that the British Commander inten¬ 
tionally misunderstood them. But, where wa^ 
the Proof adduced of that Fact? Captain 
Ligonier brings an Order ioY. thewhole Co.- 
valry to advance. Colonel Fitzroy, almost in 
the same Moment, orders only the British 
Cavalry to advance. Oh receiving these op¬ 
posite MessageSj Lord George halts the Ca¬ 
valry, while he gallops up to Prince Ferdi¬ 
nand, in order to receive his personal Instruc¬ 
tions. There might be error in this Delay, 
and public Injury might accrue from it, as 
Prince Ferdinand asserts did actually ensue, 
when in his GeneralOrders” above alluded 
to, he says, that if “ the Marquis of Granby 
“ had been at the Head of the Cavalry of the 
“ Right Wing, he.is persuaded, the Decision 
“ of that Day would have been more com- 
“ plete and more brilliant.” Still there is no 
VOL. I. 2 M 
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proof of Lord George’s voluntary Miscon¬ 
struction of the Orders, or of his Reluctance 
to- execute them j and the Error might have 
originated in Mistake, as well as in Volition. 
How easily would the whole Misfortune have 
been rendered impossible, if Prince Ferdinand 
had, like,Prince Eugene of Savoy, whom he 
might have copied on this Point; only sent 
oneoi his successive Orders in Pencil?. Prince 
Eugene expressly says in his. Memoirs^” 

I derived much Benefit from always carry- 
“ ing in my Pocket a Pencil> ta write in the 
‘‘ Officer’s Memorandum Book, the Order 
“ which I gave him to carry.” Such was the 
constant Practice of that illustrious Comman¬ 
der, when in the Field'; a Practice peculiar¬ 
ly demanded in the Instance before us,, if 
Prince Ferdinand thought that he had any 
reason to doubt Lord George’s prompt and 
ready Obedience. I return from, this digres¬ 
sion... 

The Earl' of Sandwich, who had presided 
during ten Years at the Head of the Admi¬ 
ralty, was universally admitted to possess 
eminent Talents, great application to . the 
Duties of his Office, and long Acquaintance 
with Public Business. A distinguished votary 
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of Wit, Conviviality, and Pleasure, he had 
nevertheless been early initiated into political 
Life? and was sent by Mr. Pelham, then 
First Minister, as one of the Plenipotentia¬ 
ries in 1748, at the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. 
In all his official Functions he displayed Per¬ 
spicuity, as well as Dispatch. , No Naval 
Officer who stated his Demand to the First 
Lord of the Admiralty, with becoming bre¬ 
vity, ever waited for an Answer j and he was 
accustomed to say, IF any Man will draw 
“ up his Case, and put his Name at the foot 
“ of the first Page, I will give him anlmme- 
diate Reply. Where he compels me to 
turn over the sheet; he must wait my'Lei- 
sure.” How laconically, y'ef forcibly he 
could write, with what Conciseness and Seve¬ 
rity blended, he exhibited in his memorable 
Note to Mr. Eden, afterwards created'Lord 
Auckland. That Gentleman, when he quitted 
his political Friends in 1786, in order to join 
Mr. Pitt, who sent him over to Paris, for 
the purpose of negociating the Commercial 
Treaty; addressed a circular Letter to them, 
endeavouring to explain and to justify his 
tine of Conduct. Lord Sandwich, in answer 
to the Letter that he received on the Occa¬ 
sion, instantly wrote back these Words.'^ “ Sir, 
2 M 2 
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" your letter is before me, and it will pre- 
sently be behind me. I remain. Sir, your 
most humble Servant.” Polite^ accessible, 
and endowed with great natural Capacity, it 
might have been expected that he would ac¬ 
quire the public Favour, in no less a degree 
than he enjoyed the Confidence of his Sove¬ 
reign. But, many causes conduced to ren¬ 
der him an object of popular Dislike or Dis¬ 
approbation; some of which were personal, 
others political. At an early period of His 
Majesty’s Reign, Wilkes and Churchill com¬ 
bined their Powers, in order to expose his 
Character to universal Condemnation. The 
former, in his “ Letter to the Electors of 
Aylesbury,” written from Paris, in Octo¬ 
ber, 1764, designates Lord Sandwich, as '' the 
“ most abandoned man of the Age:” while 
Churchill, in his Poem of the “ Candidate,” 
speaking of him, says, 

“ Search Earth, search Hell, the Devil cannot find, 

“ An Agent like Lothario to his Mind.” 

However unjust or exaggerated might be 
these accusations; yet we must own that the 
part he took in denouncing the Essay on 
Woman,” to the House of Peers, laid him 



MEMOIRS. 


533 


1781.] 

open to the charge of breach of confidence; 
and attracted towards him the severest Anim¬ 
adversions of the Author, whose pen inflicted 
the most incurable wounds. Though he had 
already attained at this Time, his sixty-second 
year, his licentious mode of life seemed more 
befitting a Minister of Charles the Second, 
than a confidential Servant of George the 
Third. His Fortune, which did hot alto¬ 
gether correspond with his high rank, and ha¬ 
bits of gratification or expense, was supposed 
to lay him open to seduction; or at least to 
render him capable of listening to proposi¬ 
tions, that a more independent man might 
have disdained. His enemies, who were nu¬ 
merous and violent, maintained that even 
Official Appointments were sometimes con¬ 
ferred, under conditions not honorable to the 
First Lord of the Admiralty. Naval Com¬ 
manders, sent to important Stations, on which 
great Emoluments might be naturally expect¬ 
ed to arise from Captures, were asserted to 
have a fellow feeling with their Patron, and 
even to divide with him a certain Proportion 
of their pecuniary Acquisitions. However 
improbable or unproved were these asser¬ 
tions, which doubtless originated in party ma¬ 
levolence: yet, as Names and minute Par- 
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ticulars were added or invented, they ob¬ 
tained general credit, and made a deep im¬ 
pression. All the eloquence of Fox in one 
House of Parliament, and all the laborious 
pertinacity of the Duke of Richmond in 
the other, had been employed during , suc¬ 
cessive Sessions, not without effect, in im¬ 
pressing the public mind with unfavourable 
sentiments towards him. Palliser was repre¬ 
sented as the object of his partiality; Keppel, 
as the victim of his persecution. During 
the Riots of. the preceding Summer, in June, 
1780 , he had. been marked out by the Mob^ 
as a, sacrifice, and n^rowly escaped the 
effects .of their blind animosity. 

With consummate ability Lord Sandwich 
had constructed a species of political Citadel 
within the Ministerial Trenches, which ac¬ 
knowledged hardly any other Commander or 
Comptroller than himself. The India House 
consti^ted this Fortress, of which he was 
supposed to possess the secret Keys. Many 
of the leading Directors, among whom were 
the two: Chairmen,.looked for Orders, as it 
was commonly believed, not so much to Lord 
North, as to the First Lord of the Admiralty. 
The influence conferred by siich a source of 
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power, at a time when the East India’Board 
of Controul had no existence, cannot easily 
be estimated. He was not wanting in endea¬ 
vours to sustain it by every possible means; 
and well, aware of its importance,; he con¬ 
trived to distribute among his chief Adherents 
in Leadenhall Street, some of the minor 
Honours of the Crown. On all great occa- 
.sions, when the concealed Springs of that 
complicated Machine, denominated the East 
India. Company, were necessary to be touch¬ 
ed, application was made to Lord Sandwich. 
Even the intimations sent from the Treasury, 
often remained inefficient, till confirmed by 
him 3 and when the First Minister; towards 
the close of the year 1780, was prevailed on 
to recommend Lord Macartney for Governor 
of Madras, as Successor to Rumbold, he 
found that no serious attention was paid to 
his wishes, before th& Admiralty lent its co¬ 
operation. So vast a field of exclusive pa¬ 
tronage and favour, rendered its possessor not 
only independent of his. Colleagues in the 
Cabinet, but formidable to them ; and he 
might justly be accounted one of the most 
powerful, as he was certainly one of the most 
able. Members of the Administration. 
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With Lord Amherst I was well acquainted. 
In his person he was tall and thin, with ah 
aquiline hose, and an. intelligent counte¬ 
nance. As Commander-in-Chief, or to speak 
more accurately, as conimanding-in-Chief 
the.Forcds, he enjoyed a place in the Cabinet. 
To Lionel, Duke of Dorset, he owed his 
first entrance into the Army. From the si¬ 
tuation of a private Gentleman, descended of 
a good Kentish family, but of very slender 
fortune ; his military talents, and his success 
in America, had deservedly elevated him to 
the British Peerage. Selected by the discern¬ 
ing eye of the Earl of Chatham, he had been 
sent out as the Companion of whose 

brilliant,Conquest of Quebec, was confirmed 
by Amherst’s subsequent reduction of Mon¬ 
treal and Upper Canada. Under the Shade 
of these Laurels, so honourably earned, which 
had likewise been remunerated with the 
Order of the Bath; hb seemed to challenge 
the National esteem, not to say their grati¬ 
tude. Individually, he possessed both ; but; 
in'his Official character, at the Head of the 
Armyj he did not escape censure on various 
points, materially affecting the Discipline 
and the Honour of the Service. Not that I 



MEMOIRS. 


537 


1781.] 

would be understood, to say of Lord Amherst, 
what “Junius” asserts of the Marquis of 
Granbvi in his first memorable Letter, dated 
2 lst January, 1769: a Letter, which, fortu¬ 
nately for “Junius,” induced Sir William 
Draper to become Lord Granby’s Defender, 
and thus attracted public notice towards the 
Production. He there charges that Noble¬ 
man with “ degrading the Office of Com- 
“ mander-in-Chief, into a Broker of Com- 
“ missions.” But, though Lord Amherst was 
not liable to such an imputation, yet, neither 
he, nor any subject, except one nearly al¬ 
lied to the Throne, is raised by Birth and 
Situation, sufficiently above the Crowd of 
Petitioners who assail him in his Military ca¬ 
pacity, to set at defiance private clamour, 
menaces, and importunity. 

As a Member of the Administration, no 
ability, however recognized or transcendent, 
and.no past services, however eminent, could 
have secured the public favour to Lord Am¬ 
herst, in the midst of a War such as that 
carried on against America, marked by ill 
success, and now become almost hopeless in 
its prospective objects. The constitutional 
tranquillity of his temper^ secured him how- 
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ever from being ruffled at any indications of 
popular dissatisfaction. I have scarcely ever 
known a man who possessed more stoical 
Apathy, or command over himself. Na¬ 
turally taciturn and reserved, he rarely dis¬ 
closed his sentiments on any subject of a pp- 
litical nature. Even at the Cabinet Dinners, 
which were held weekly, I have heard Lord 
Sackville say, that though he usually gave 
his decided affirmative dr negative to the 
specific Measure proposed, yet he. always did 
it in few words, often by a Monosyllable : 
but never could without great difficulty rbe 
induced to assign the reasons, or to state the 
grounds, of his opinion. His judgement was 
sound, and his understanding solid j but, 
neither cultivated by Education, nor ex¬ 
panded by elegant knowledge. From the 
sense entertained of his early Services beyond 
the Atlantic, he. would have attracted uni¬ 
versal, respect, if the Official and Ministerial 
Posts which he occupied, had not counter¬ 
balanced the operation of those resplendent 
Services on.the.public mind. $ . 

Lord Thurlow, who at this time had held 
the Great Seal between. t\yo and three years, 
though jn point of age the Youngest Member 



1781.] ' MEMOIRS. 539 

of the Cabinet, enjoyed in many respects 
greater consideration than almost any other 
individual composing it. He had been in¬ 
debted in his youth, to the indefatigable exer¬ 
tions and importunities . of the celebrated 
Duchess of Queensbury, the friend of Gay, 
Pope, and Swift, for first procuring him 
from Lord Bute a Silk Gown, to which dis¬ 
tinction he long ineffectually aspired. His 
talents had subsequently excited Admiration 
in both Houses of Parliament, not less than 
at the Bar. While he sat in the House of 
Commons, as Attorney General, during more 
than seven years, from 1771 to 1778, Lord 
North derived the greatest assistance from his 
Eloquence and ability. His removal to the 
Hotise of Peers, would even have left an 
awful blank on the Treasury Bench in the 
midst of the American War, if his place had 
not, during the two succeeding years, been 
ably, perhaps fully supplied by Wedderburn. 
As Speaker of the Upper House, Lord Thur- 
low fulfilled all the expectations previously 
entertained of him. His very person, figure, 
voice, and manner, were formed to lend 
dignity to the Woolsack. Of a dark com¬ 
plexion, and harsh, but regular features; 
with a severe and commanding demeanour. 
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which might be sometimes denominated 
stern; he impressed his Auditors with awe, 
before he opened his lips. Energy, acute¬ 
ness, and prodigious powers of argument, 
characterized him in Debate. His compre¬ 
hensive mind enabled him to embrace the 
question under discussion, whatever it might 
be, in all its bearings and relations. Nor, if 
we except Lord Camden, who was already 
far advanced in life, did the Opposition 
possess any legal talents in the House of 
Peers, that could be justly put in Compe¬ 
tition with those of Lord Thurlow. 

These admirable parts were nevertheless 
by no means unaccompanied with corres¬ 
ponding defects. As Lord Chancellor, he 
was accused of Procrastination, in suffering 
the causes brought before him in his Court, 
to accumulate without end. Perhaps, this 
charge, so frequently made against those who 
have held the Great Seal, was not however 
more true, as applied to him, than of others 
who succeeded to his Office. But, even in 
Parliament, his temper, morose, sullen, and 
intractable, sometimes mastering his reason, 
prevented him from always exerting the fa¬ 
culties with which nature had endowed him; 
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or at least clouded and obscured their effect. 
In the Cabinet, these defects of character, 
which rendered him often impracticable, were 
not to be surmounted by any efforts or remon¬ 
strances. It can hardly be believed that at 
the Ministerial Dinners, where, after the 
cloth was removed. Measures of State were 
often discussed or agitated ; Lord Thurlow 
would frequently refuse to take any part. 
He has even more than once left his Col¬ 
leagues to deliberate, while he sullenly stretch¬ 
ed himself along the chairs, and fell, or ap¬ 
peared to fall, fast asleep. If I had not 
received this fact from an eye witness, and 
a Member of that Cabinet, I should not 
indeed venture to report so improbable a cir¬ 
cumstance. ’ 

Notwithstanding the ruggedness and aspe¬ 
rity which he displayed; qualities that pro¬ 
cured him the Nick-name of the Tiger; no 
man could at times appear more pleasing, 
affable, and communicative in conversation. 
I have once or tyvice seen him on such occa¬ 
sions, which were more highly valued, because 
they were rare or unexpected. During the 
period of his youth, he had led a dissolute 
life; and had given proofs of his devotion to 
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pleasures, scarcely compatible, as it might 
have been thought, with the severe Studies 
and Profession of the Law. To these Irregu¬ 
larities, the Duchess of Kingston imprudently 
ventured to allude, while on her trial at the 
Bar of the House of Lords, when Thurlow 
was Attorney General. Like Henley, Earl of 
Northihgton, his Predecessor in the high Of¬ 
fice of Chancellor, Thurlow mingled Oaths 
and Execrations with his common Discourse. 
In the afternoon of life, conviviality, wine, and 
society, unbent his mind. It was with Mr. 
Rigby, Lord Gower, Lord Weymouth, Mr. 
Dundas, and a few other select friends, that 
he threw off his Constitutional severity. At 
the Pay Office in"--Whitehall, where Rigby 
then resided. Lord Thurlow forgot the 
double toils annexed to his situation, as 
Head of the Law, and as Minister of State. 
Possessed of faculties so transcendent, how¬ 
ever mingled with human weakness and in¬ 
firmity, he must always be considered as one 
of the most distinguished individuals who has 
sat in the Councils of George the Third, at 
any period of his reign. 

We descend now to the less efficient Mem¬ 
bers of the Cabinet. Lord Bathurst, who had 
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been at this time President of the Council, 
ever since the Resignation of Lord Gower, in 
the Autumn of 1779, was son to the cele¬ 
brated Allen Bathurst, created a Peer by 
Queen Anne, in 1711; and who might, at the 
time of his decease, be considered as the last 
of the great Knot of Wits and Men of Genius, 
that rendered in some measure illustrious, the 
short, as well as inglorious Ministry, of 
Oxford and Bolingbroke. It is to him'that 
Pope addresses the Third Epistle of his 
“ Moral Essays;” to him, in Conjunction with 
Lord Burlington, the famous Architect, that 
he alludes, when he says, 

“ Who then shall grace, or who improve the Soil ? 

Who. plants like Bathurst j or who builds like Boyle T 

He lived to an,almost,patriarchal age, in the 
possession of nearly all the faculties of his 
body and mind^ passing the greater part of 
the evening of his life, amidst those Woods, 
and in those Shades which he had reared, im¬ 
mortalized by Pope, at Oakley Grove in 
Glocestershire; enjoying the rare felicity to 
see his son hold the Great Seal of England. I 
believe he died in 1775; having by a singular 
destiny, which perhaps has no parallel in pur 
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History, outlived more than sixty years,; the 
Princess who raised him to the Peerage. 

His son may probably be considered as the 
least able Lawyer to whom;the Great Seal of 
this Country was confided, in the course of the 
Eighteenth.Century, Lord King, who became 
Chancellor under George the First, though 
he survived his faculties, and is said to.have 
drivelled on the Bench, originally, displayed 
eminent parts j which deservedly raised him 
from an obscure origin, his father having been 
a Bookseller at Exeter, to that great legal 
DignityYet, Lord Bathurst held his Office 
during seven or eight years j and I have been 
assured that his. Decrees, while at the Head of 
the Court of Chancery, were in general re¬ 
garded by the Bar, as wise, just, and un¬ 
exceptionable. He wfis, of all* the Members 
of the Cabinet, the most advanced in age ; 
nOr could he, like his father, boast of exemp¬ 
tion from the infirmities usually attendant on 
that period of life. A degree of Caducity was 
visible in his frame, and even his mind did not 
appear to be wholly exempt from Decay. In 
Parliament, his Talents were rarely exerted 5 
but his unsullied Character, and moral Q.ua-'’ 
lities, entitled him to universal Respect. 
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The Earl of Dartmouth, as Lord Privy 
Seal, in right of his Office filled a Seat in 
the Cabinet. His near affinity to Lord North, 
and that circumstance alone, placed him 
ostensibly in Administration; Lord Dart¬ 
mouth's Mother having married, after her 
first husband’s Decease, the Earl of Guildford. 
In his public Character, whether, in of out 
of Parliament, he excited little or no share of 
general Attention. 

The Secretary at War, on the contrary, 
though possessing no place in the Cabinet, 
constituted an Object of universal Considera¬ 
tion, and attracted all Eyes towards him. 
Mr. Charles Jenkinson, since created Earl of 
Liverpool, occupied in 1781, that Employ¬ 
ment. Few' persons 'in the course of this 
long and eventful Reign, have played so 
important^a Part behind the Curtain of State. 
Still fewer Individuals have-attained to such 
Eminence, personal as well as political, un¬ 
aided by the advantages of high Birth, or of 
natural Connexions. Descended from a very 
respectable Family, that had been raised to 
the- Baronetage by Charles the Second in 
1661, his paternaf Fortune was nevertheless 
of the most' limited Description, when he 

VOL. I. 21 N 
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comttienced his Career. But, his Talents 
soon dispersed the Clouds that attended the 
morning of his Life. They recommended him 
to Lord Bute, then at the Head of the Trea¬ 
sury, who made Mr. Jenkinson his private Se¬ 
cretary; and through the Interposition of that 
Nobleman, he became personally known to 
the Sovereign. When Lord Bute withdrew in 
1763, from the post of First Minister, Mr. 
Jenkinson still continued to occupy the same 
confidential employment under his Successor, 
George Grenville; nor was he displaced till 
Lord Rockingham came into power, when 
Burke Succeeded him in that situation. 
Those who supposed, or asserted, that a se¬ 
cret Communication was still maintained be¬ 
tween Lord Bute and the King; as well as 
all those who chose to consider Lord Bute 
as the efficient, though concealed. Mover 
of the machine of Government; accused 
Mr. Jenkinson of forming the confidential 
Medium, through which that Intercourse 
was principally maintained. So delicate a 
Trust, if we assume its Existence, neces¬ 
sarily exposed him to popular Claimour, as 
being equally unconstitutional in itself, and 
dangerous to the liberties of the British 
People. But, in proportion to the Obloquy 
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that such an Imputation excited, was the 
respect that it attracted. 

As Lord Bute gradually retired into the 
shade of private Life, and became insensibly 
forgotten, Mr. Jenkinson proportion ably came 
forward in his own person, and on his own 
proper Merits. Throughout the whole period 
of Lord North’s Administration, from 1770 
down to 1782, his intercourse with the King, 
and even his Influence over the Royal Mind, 
were assumed to be constant, progressive, 
commensurate with, and sometimes para¬ 
mount to, or subversive of, the Measures 
proposed by the First Minister. However 
difficult of proof such Assertions were, and 
however contrary, as I believe, they were to 
Truth or Fact, they did not operate the less 
forcibly bn the Bulk of the Nation, and were 
not less eagerly credited by Men of all 
Parties. No Denials on the part of Persons 
in power, could erase the impression, which 
Newspapers and Pamphlets industriously cir¬ 
culated through the Kingdom. In the House 
of Commons, where their Operation was 
widely felt j the Speakers in Opposition con¬ 
tinually affected to consider Lord North, to¬ 
gether with the whole Cabinet, as played on 
2N 2 
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by unseen Agents, who alone possessed the 
Secret of State, and the real confidence of 
the Crown. They did not scruple even to 
designate Mr, Jenkinson as the Depositary of 
this mysterious and undefined influence; if 
not exclusively, yet in an eminent Degree. 
Of course, whenever he rose to speak, all 
Attention was absorbed by him, as being the 
supposed Oracle who knew, and might pro¬ 
mulgate, those hidden Truths of State, in 
which Ministers themselves, it was pretended, 
were not always allowed to participate, and 
of which he constituted the only certain 
channel. 

At this Time he was about Fifty-four Years 
of age, and in his person he rose above the 
common height. The expression of his 
Countenance, I find it difiicult to describe, 
as without having in his Face any Lines 
strongly marked, it was not destitute of deep 
intelligence. Reflection and Caution seemed 
to be, stamped on every feature; while his 
Eyes were usually, even in Conversation, di¬ 
rected downwards towards the earth. Some¬ 
thing impervious and inscrutable seemed to 
accompany and to characterize his de¬ 
meanour, which awakened Curiosity, while 
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it; repressed Enquiry. His Enemies asserted, 
that he resembled a dark Lanthorn; and as 
much as the human figure or Physiognomy 
can ever be supposed to offer such a strange 
Similarity, unquestionably it existed in him. 
Even the twinkling motion of his Eyelids, 
which he half closed from time to time in 
speaking, made the Allusion, however fanci¬ 
ful, more close and striking. His manners 
were polite, calm, and unassuming 5 grave, 
if not cold; but not distant, without any mix¬ 
ture of Pride or Affectation. In society, 
though reserved, he was not silent and 
though guarded on certain Topics, communi¬ 
cative on ordinary Subjects.. He always ap¬ 
peared as if desirous to disclaim, and to re¬ 
ject the Consideration, which he involun¬ 
tarily attracted. It was not difficult, on a 
short Acquaintance, to discover that he had 
read Men, more than Books; and that his 
Education had been of an inferior, as well as 
limited kind. He neither manifested the 
elegant Information acquired by visiting 
foreign Countries, nor the classic Ideas and 
Images, derived from a Familiarity with 
the Productions of Antiquity. Even his 
knowledge of modern History,; was rather 
financial and commercial, than general or 
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critical. But, in Recompence for these De¬ 
ficiencies, he possessed more useful and solid 
Attainments, calculated to raise their Pos¬ 
sessor in Life. 

No Man in official situation, was supposed 
to understand better the principles of Trade, 
Navigation, Manufactures, and Revenue. He 
had written and published on those Subjects, 
in a Manner that sufficiently proved his pro¬ 
found Acquaintance with them. Supple, 
patient, mild, laborious^ persevering, atten¬ 
tive to improve the favourable Occasions 
which presented themselves, and always cool, 
he never lost the Ground that he had once 
gained. As a Speaker in the House of Com¬ 
mons, he rose seldom, unless called out by 
particular Circumstances 5 nor, when on his 
legs, did he'ever weary the Patience of his 
Auditors. No ray of Wit, Humour, or Le¬ 
vity, pervaded his Speeches. He neither in¬ 
troduced into them Metaphors, Digressions, 
nor Citations. All was Fact and Business. 
His language had nothing in it animated or 
elevated. Scarcely was it, indeed, always 
correctj or exempt from some little Inelegan¬ 
cies of Diction. But it never was defective in 
the- Essentials of Perspicuity, Brevity, and 
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thorough Information. He used to remind 
me of a Man crossing a Torrent on Stones j 
and so carefully did he place his Foot at 
every Step, as never once to wet his Shoe. 
I have seen him, before a crowded House, 
acquit himself with wonderful Dexterity, while 
Secretary at War, when officially addres¬ 
sing Parliament. Such Qualifications, even 
independent of the supposed favor of the 
Sovereign, necessarily rendered him an Ob¬ 
ject of Respect and of Attention to every 
Party. 

Rigby, sole Paymaster of the Forces, oc¬ 
cupied scarcely an inferior Place to Jen- 
kinson, in the public Estimation. As if he 
had meant to shew, that he acted indepen¬ 
dently of Ministers, and was above their Con- 
troul, he never sat on the Government side of 
the House; but he did not on.that Account 
give the less unqualified Support on all Occa¬ 
sions, to Administration. When in his Place, 
he was invariably habited in a full dress suit 
of Cloaths, commonly, of a purple or dark 
colour, without Lace or Embroidery, close 
buttoned, with his Sword thrust through the 
pocket. His Countenance .was very expres¬ 
sive, but not of Genius; still less did.it indi- 
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cate Timidity or Modesty. All the Com¬ 
forts of the Pay-Office seemed .to.be elo¬ 
quently depictured in it; and the Lumen 
“ purpureuwL^ which beamed from his Fea¬ 
tures, served as a Comment on the Text 
of Junius,” when he panegyrizes the Duke 
of Bedford’s solitary Protection of blush- 
ing Merit,” in Mr. Rigby’s person. His 
manner,-rough, yet frankbold, but man¬ 
ly; admirably set off whatever sentiments 
he uttered in Parliament. . Like Jenkin- 
son, he, borrowed neither from antient, nor 
from modern Authors. His Eloquence was 
altogether his own, simple, strong, and na¬ 
tural; addressed, not to the Fancy, but to 
the plain Comprehension of his Hearers. 
Whatever he meknt, he expressed indeed 
\yithqut Circumlocution, or Declamation. 
There was a happy Audacity about his Fore¬ 
head, which must have been the gift of Na¬ 
ture: Art could never attain to it by any 
Efforts. He seemed neither to.fear; nor even 
to respect the House, whose composition, as 
a Body, he well knew; and to the Members 
of which Assembly, he never appeared to 
give Credit for any portion of Virtue, Patrio¬ 
tism, or Public Spirit. Far from concealing 
these Sentiments, he insinuated, or even pro- 
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nounced them, without Disguise; and from 
his Lips they neither excited surprize, nor 
even commonly awakened Reprehension. 

If Jenkinson might be esteemed the secret 
Grade, to whom all those Men denominated 
the King's Friends, constantly looked for 
direction in difficult Cases, such as occa¬ 
sionally arose; Rigby was the avowed Stan¬ 
dard round which they rallied. Their Num¬ 
bers were considerable, though differently 
reported; and they were supposed by nO 
Means to take their Directions implicitly on 
all Occasions, from the Treasury. “ Junius” 
treats them with his accustomed Severity. 
“ Ministers,” says he; when speaking of 
Parliament, “ are no longer the public Ser- 
“ vants of the State, but the private Do- 
“ mestics of the Sovereign. One particular 
“ Class of Men are permitted to call thein- 
selves the King's Friends, as if the body of 
“ the People were the King’s enemies: or 
“ as if His Majesty looked for a Resource or 
Consolation in the Attachment of a few 
“ Favourites, against the general Contempt 
“ and Detestation of his Subjects: Edward 
“ and Richard the Second, made the same 
Distinction between the collective Body of 
“ the People, and a contemptible Party who 
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surrounded the Throne.’* As they grew 
up and encreased with the American War, so 
with its Termination, they seemed to become 
extinct. After Pitt’s victory over “ the Co- 
“ alition,” and the Convocation of a. new 
Parliament in 1784, the King’s Friends were 
found in every part of the House of Com¬ 
mons. But, it was not so in 1781, under 
Lord North, when Jenkinson and Rigby were 
supposed, however erroneously, to be often 
more in the real Secret of the Crown, than 
the -First Minister himself.' A very select 
Party usually adjourned to the Pay Office, 
after late Evenings in the House of Commons, 
where the good Cheer and the Claret, obr 
literated all painful Recollections connected 
with public Affairs. 

The post of Treasurer of the Navy was 
occupied by Mr. Welbore Ellis, whom we 
have since seen, after ostensibly filling the 
Office of Colonial Secretary of State, for a 
few Weeks, on the Resignation of Lord 
George Germain; raised in the Winter of 
Life, by Mr. Pitt, like so many other in¬ 
dividuals, to the rank of a British Peer. 
He might be considered as the Nestor of the 
Ministry, and of the House of Commons: 
In his Figure, Manner, and Deportment, the 
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very essence of Form, he regularly took his 
place on the Treasury Bench, dressed in all 
Points as if he had been going to the Draw¬ 
ing Room at St. James’s. His Eloquence 
was of the same description as himself, pre¬ 
cise, grave, and constrained; unilluminated by 
Taste, and calculated to convince, more than 
to exhilarate, or electrify his Audience. The 
respect due to his age, character, and’ em¬ 
ployment, rather than the force or novelty of 
his arguments, commonly secured him a pa¬ 
tient hearing; but he was neither listened to 
with Enthusiasm, nor regretted, when he 
ceased actively to exert his abilities in sup¬ 
port of the Measures of Administration. 

The Attorney General, Wallace, as well as 
Mansfield, Solicitor General, were men of ac¬ 
knowledged talents. Parliamentary, no less 
than Professional. But it might be esteemed 
in some degree their misfortune, that having 
recently succeeded two persons so eminent as 
Thurlow and Wedderburn, the House could 
not avoid judging of them more by compari¬ 
son with their predecessors, than by their own 
intrinsic merit. Both the Attorney and So¬ 
licitor General were moreover obscured in the 
superior Energy that characterized Mr. Dun- 
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das, then Lord Ad vocate of Scotland, and since 
created Viscount Melville. His figure tall, 
manly, and advantageous; his Countenance, 
open, cheerful, and pleasingly expressive, 
prejudiced in his favor. Neither the Scot¬ 
ticisms with which his- Speeches abounded, 
nor an Accent peculiarly Northern, as well 
as uncouth, could prevent his assuming and 
maintaining that conspicuous place in the 
Ministerial ranks, to which his pre-eminent 
parts entitled him. These very defects of Elo¬ 
cution or of Diction, by the ludicrous effect 
that they produced, became often converted 
into advantages; as they unavoidably operated 
to force a smile from his bitterest Opponents, 
and checquered with momentary good humor, 
the Personalities of Debate. The apparent 
frankness of his manner, which formed a 
striking contrast with Jenkinson’s guarded 
Reserve; conciliated or disarmed in some 
measure those, wdiose political opinions were 
most adverse to Government. Never did any 
man.conceal deeper views of every kind, under 
the appearance of careless inattention to self- 
interest. In him was exemplifiedThe remark, 
that “ Ars est celare Artem.;^^ and the seem¬ 
ing want of caution or artifice in, his ordinary 
intercourse, capacitated him for contending 
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successfully with men of more habitual Self- 
Command. His voice, strong and sonorous, 
enabled him to surmount the, noise of a po¬ 
pular Assembly, and almost to enforce atten¬ 
tion, at moments of the greatest clamor or 
impatience. Far from shunning the post of 
danger, he always seemed to court it; and 
was never deterred from stepping forward to 
the assistance of Ministers, by the violence of 
Opposition, by the Unpopularity of the Mea¬ 
sure to be defended, or by the Difficulty of 
the Attempt. ^ . . w 

His Speeches, able, animated, and argu¬ 
mentative, were delivered without Hesitation, 
and unembarrassed by any Timidity. If they 
displayed no Ornaments of Style, and no 
Beauties of Composition, it was impossible to 
accuse them of any Deficiency in sterling 
Sense; or in solid Ability. He was, indeed, 
without excepting Lord George Germain 
himself, the most powerful Auxiliary whom 
Lord North could boast of possessihg in the 
Lower House. Though elevated in the Tram¬ 
mels of Scotch Jurisprudence, and long ac¬ 
customed to plead at the Bar of that Coun¬ 
try*; his Mind, which disdained so confined 
a Sphere of Action, propelled him to try his 
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Force on a greater Theatre. Animated by 
this Resolution, he quitted the Study of Law, 
for the career of Politics ; and in Defiance of 
every Impediment, abandoning the Court of 
Session, ventured to seek Fortune in an Eng¬ 
lish House of Commons. Conscious of his 
own intellectual Powers, and guided by a 
profound, but well-regulated Ambition, he 
already aspired to Offices and Situations, 
seemingly beyond the Pale of his legal Profes¬ 
sion. India, he thought, and wisely thought; 
opened to him a Field worthy of his Talents; 
and the state of Danger, as well as of Disorder, 
into which those extensive Dominions had 
been thrown, by the Mismanagement or Ini- 
capacity of the East-India Company's Ser¬ 
vants, particularly on the coast of Coroman¬ 
del, necessarily brought their Affairs under 
Parliamentary Discussion. The Occasion 
appeared favorable, and he availed himself of 
it with prompt Decision. Placed, as he was 
soon afterwards, at the Head of a Secret 
Committee, appointed to enquire into the 
Causes of the War existing in the Carnatic; 
he there laid the Foundation of the Power 
which we have since seen him exercise as a 
Minister of that Department, under the Ad¬ 
ministration of Mr. Pitt, during many sue- 
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cessive Years. Expensive from natural Cha¬ 
racter, always blending Conviviality in some 
Measure with Business, and regardless of 
Money, except as constituting the Source of 
Enjoyment; he never failed to form one of 
the festive Party which met at the Pay-Office. 
Closely connected in Politics, no less than by 
Habits of Life and private Friendship, with 
Rigby; they might be said to act indeed, in 
secret Unison, and to lend each other a mu¬ 
tual Assistance on every Occasion. 

The two Secretaries of the Treasury occu- 
piejd a very different place in the scale of Mi¬ 
nisterial importance, under Lord North’s 
Administration. Sir Grey Cooper, with the 
single Exception of the Cornish Boroughs in 
the Interest of the Crown, and the Revenues 
of the Duchy, both which were entrusted to 
his Superintendence, was confined to the 
mere Official duties of his Post: but Robinson 
might be considered as one of the most essen¬ 
tial Functionaries of the Executive Govern¬ 
ment. I knew him intimately, both in, and 
out of Office. A Native of the County of 
Westmoreland, descended from an obscure 
family, and unadorned with any accomplish¬ 
ments of Education, he nevertheless displayed 
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many qualifications that fitted him admirably 
for his situation. He possessed solid judge¬ 
ment, combined with plain, unaffected, and 
conciliating manners; was capable of great 
application, and by no means wanted deci¬ 
sion. 


On him devolved that delicate and most 
important Department, then known by the 
denomination of The Management of the House 
of Commons: a Branch of Administration un¬ 
fortunately interwoven with, and inseparable 
from, the Genius of the British Constitution; 
perhaps, of every form of Government in 
which Democracy, or popular Representation, 
makes an essential part. Towards the close 
of an unfortunate War, when the Ministry 
was threatened with annual, or almost month¬ 
ly Dissolution, and when a numerous Oppo¬ 
sition acquired strength, in proportion to the 
National misfortunes; this management re¬ 
quired unceasing vigilance. Robinson was 
the Depository of the “ Livre rougef where 
were supposed, or asserted to be contained,' 
the Names of those Members of one, if not 
of both Houses of Parliament, who were re¬ 
tained by, and devoted to, the Administration. 
But, it was not only in the secret arrange* 
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merits of Official Business, that he manifested 
dexterity and energy of Character. He more 
than once exercised with equal ability and 
effect, the Functions of higher Offices of 
State. It was he, who, on the Refusal of 
Lord Weymouth, then Secretary for the 
Southern Department; counter-signed the Se¬ 
cret Orders, which were sent out to Madras, 
on the 14th of April, 1778, by the Chair¬ 
man and Deputy Chairman of the East India 
Company, authorizing the immediate Attack 
of Pondicherry. To the manly decision of 
this timely Measure, embraced by Lord North 
at a moment when the war with France, 
though inevitable and impending, was not 
actually commenced; we owed the Capture 
of that important Settlement, the chief Esta¬ 
blishment of the Enemy on the Coromandel 
Coast, which gave us an Ascendant over the 
French, during the whole future course of 
Hostilities in India. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


J. M‘Creery, Printer, Black-Horse-Court, 
London. 
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1781. 


JANUARY .—After having surveyed the 
members of the Cabinet, and the principal 


parliamentary Characters on the ministerial 
side of the House of Commons, it is natural 
to proceed to the great individuals who com¬ 
posed the Opposition in that Assembly. Mr. 
Fox, from the union of birth, connexions, 
talents, and eloquence, which met in his per¬ 
son, had become, in the beginning of 1781, 
confessedly, without any competitor, their 
leader. Flaving attained his thirty-second 
year, he consequently united all the ardour 
of youth, to the experience acquired in ma- 
turer life. It was impossible to contemplate 
the lineaments of his Countenance, without 
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instantly perceiving the indelible marks of 
Genius, His features, in themselves dark, 
harsh, and saturnine, like those of Charles 
the Second, from whom he descended in the 
maternal line; derived nevertheless a sort of 
majesty, from the addition of two black and 
shaggy eye-brows, which sometimes con¬ 
cealed, but more frequently developed, the 
workings of his mind. Even these features, 
however seemingly repulsive, yet did not rea¬ 
dily assume the expression of anger, or of en¬ 
mity; whereas they frequently, and as it were 
naturally, relaxed into a smile, the effect of 
which became irresistible, because it appeared 
to be the Index of a benevolent and complacent 
disposition. His figure, broad, heavy, and 
inclined to corpulency, appeared destitute of 
all elegance or grace, except what was con¬ 
ferred on it by the emanations of intellect, 
which at times diffused over his whole person, 
when he was speaking, the most impassioned 
animation. In his Dress, which had consti¬ 
tuted an object of his attention, earlier in life, 
he had then become negligent, even to a 
degree not altogether excusable in a man, 
whose very errors or defects produced ad¬ 
mirers and imitators. He constantly, or at 
least usually, wore in the House of Com- 
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mons/a blue frock Coat, and a buff waist¬ 
coat, neither of which seemed in general 
new, and sometimes appeared to be thread¬ 
bare. Nor ought it to be forgotten, that 
these colours,, like the fFfnte Rose formerly 
worn by the adherents of the family of Stuart, 
then constituted the distinguishing badge or 
uniform of Washington and the American In¬ 
surgents. In this Dress he always took his 
seat, not upon the front Opposition Bench, 
but on the third row behind, close to that 
pillar supporting the Gallery, which is nearest 
to the Speaker’s Chair. It was not till 1782, 
or rather till the beginning of 1783, that, 
with Lord North by his side, he first began 
to sit on the Opposition Bench, technically 
so denominated in ordinary language. I am 
sensible that these minute particulars are in 
themselves unimportant, but they neverthe¬ 
less approximate and identify the object. 
And that object is Air. Fox. 

His paternal descent was by no means illus¬ 
trious, nor was the elevation of his family 
sufficiently antient, to shed over it that spe¬ 
cies of genealogical respect, only to be de¬ 
rived from the lapse of time. Collins, indeed, 
says, in his Peerage,” when treating of 
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the Barony of Holland, that there were 
Foxes in England before the Norman Con¬ 
quest.” But, I have always understood that 
his Grandfather, who rose to considerable 
eminence, and was created a Baronet by the 
name of Sir Stephen Fox; had been a Cho¬ 
rister Boy in the Cathedral of Salisbury, when 
in 1652 he accompanied Lord Wilmot to 
France, after the defeat of Charles the Se¬ 
cond at the battle of Worcester. It has been 
maintained, and I have heard it asserted, that 
their names were originally Palafox; that 
they formed a branch of that noble Arragonese 
family, so distinguished in the present age, 
by the glorious defence of Sarragossa; and 
that they first came into this Country in 
1588, when one of the Spanish Armada be¬ 
ing stranded on our coast, the survivors, 
among whom was a Palafox, settled in Eng¬ 
land. I have hovvever always regarded this 
story as a mere fable. Sir Stephen Fox, to¬ 
wards the end of a long life, during which 
he made great advances to honours and dig¬ 
nities, having married, became at seventy 
years of age, the father of two sons born at 
the same birth. These twins were both in 
process of time elevated to the Peerage; a 
fact which had antecedently been realized to 
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a certain degree in the Cecily as well as in 
the Herbert family, under James the First. 
Charles the First again exhibited it in the 
house of Rich; and we have since seen it 
exemplified in the families of Walpole, of 
Hood, and of Wellesley. 

WhHe the elder son of Sir Stephen Fox 
was created Earl of Ilchester, by George the 
Second j the youngest, Henry, acquired a 
Barony in the beginning of the present reign, 
by the title of Lord Holland. He was un¬ 
questionably a man of very eminent attain¬ 
ments, possessing a classic mind, cultivated 
by study, adorned by travel, and illuminated 
by a taste for the elegant arts. But, he is 
better known in the political History of the 
late reign, where he performed a principal 
part in the ministerial, as well as parliamen¬ 
tary Annals, till he sunk under the superior 
ascendant, sustained by the irresistible Elo¬ 
quence, of the first Earl of Chatham. Of im¬ 
measurable Ambition, and equally insatiable 
of wealth, Lord Holland was enabled, by pos¬ 
sessing the lucrative post of Paymaster of the 
forces, which he held during several years 
in time of war, to accumulate an immense 
Fortune. It was not however attained with- 
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out great unpopularity and obloquy, which 
accompanied him to the grave; and exposed 
him to much, perhaps to unmerited, abuse or 
accusation. His moral Character did not 
indeed stand as high in the national estima¬ 
tion, either in a public, or in a private point 
of view, as did his abilities. But he cemented 
the greatness of his family, by allying him¬ 
self with the ducal House of Lenox. 

Of his three sons. Lord Holland early per¬ 
ceived the extraordinary talents which nature 
had conferred on the second; and in the fond 
anticipation of that son’s future political Ele¬ 
vation, exhausted on his Education, every 
effort which might expand or mature his open¬ 
ing capacity. But, he adopted a vicious and 
dangerous Principle, in ordering that the boy 
should neither be contradicted, nor punished, 
for almost any acts in his power to commit, 
of puerile misconduct or indiscretion. Let 

nothing be done to break his spirit,” said 
Lord Holland ; the world will effect that 
“ business soon enough.” When he made 
the tour of France and Italy, he was accom¬ 
panied by a Gentleman of eminent parts, 
Mr. Macartney ; who afterwards, towards the 
close of a life passed in the public service. 


1781.] 


MEMOIRS. 


7 


attained, himself, to the Peerage. We may 
see in the letters of Madame du DelFand to 
Horace Walpole, what species of impression, 
Mr. Fox’s endowments, and the sallies of his 
juvenile impetuosity, made on the minds of 
the Parisians. They seem to have considered 
him as a sort of Phsenomerion, which dazzled 
and astonished, more than it pleased or de¬ 
lighted them. Before he attained fully to the 
age at which he could constitutionally vote, 
tho’ he might speak, in Parliament, his fa¬ 
ther procured him a seat in the House of 
Commons; and his talents, aided by his con¬ 
nexions, placed him towards the close of 
1772 , on the ministerial Bench, as a member 
of the Board of Treasury. He occupied the 
situation about two years. 

This early association to Lord North’s Ad¬ 
ministration, might nevertheless be considered 
as an unfortunate circumstance in its Results, 
since it involved him in the unpopularity at¬ 
tached to various Measures then adopted by 
the Government, which subsequently led to a 
rupture with America. That even previous to 
his attainment or acceptance of Office, he was 
considered by the enemies of Administration, 
as a devoted partizan of Ministry, in training 
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for future desperate service, is evident from the 
manner in which “Junius” speaks of him. 
Writing to the Duke of Grafton, in June, 
1771j he says,—“ In vain would he (the King) 
“ have looked round him for another Cha- 
“ racter so consummate as yours. Lord 
“ Mansfield shrinks from his Principles. His 
“ ideas of Government perhaps go farther 
“ than your own, but his heart disgraces the 
“ theory of his understanding .—Charles Fox 
“ is yet in blossom ; and as for Mr. Wedder- 
“ burn, there is something about him, which 
“ even Treachery cannot trust.” These mi¬ 
nisterial fetters did not however long detain 
him in Bondage. The sarcastic mode of ex¬ 
pression chosen by Lord North, to communi¬ 
cate Mr. Fox’s dismission from the Treasury 
Board, is well known. “ His Majesty,” ob¬ 
served the First Minister to some persons near 
him, “ has named new Commissioners of the 
“ Treasury, among whom I do not see the 
“ name of the Hon. Charles James Fox.” 
From that period, having inlisted under the 
banners of Opposition, and being aided by 
the Errors or Misfortunes of the American 
War, he attained in the course of about six 
years, to the highest eminence among the 
formidable body of men, who then opposed 
the Measures of the Crown. 
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Pleasures of every description to which his 
constitution or inclinations impelled him, di¬ 
vided however with political pursuits, the 
early portion of his life 3 some of which, if 
fame reported truly, might have furnished 
matter for a new ‘‘ Atalantis.” It may be 
curious nevertheless, for those persons who 
only remember him either as a leading Mem¬ 
ber of the Minority, or in Office as Minister, 
to contemplate Mr. Fox when at the head of 
the ToUy who were then denominated “ Ma¬ 
caronis.” Mason describes, or produces him 
under that Character, in the ‘‘ Heroic Epis¬ 
tle to Sir William Chambers,” published, I 
believe, early in 1774. After enumerating 
with vast felicity of humour and Satire, the 
Asiatic Diversions supposed to be exhibited 
for the amusement of the British Sovereign, 
he thus concludes 3 I cite by memory: 

But hark ! The shouts of Battle sound from far! 

The Jews and Macaronis are at war. 

The Jews prevail, and thundering from the Stocks, 
They seize, they bind, they circumcise Charles Fox. 
Fair Schwellenbergen smiles the sport to see. 

And all the Maids of Honour cry Te he.” 

Neither the pleasures of refined, nor of licen¬ 
tious love, nor the social conviviality of the 
Table, although he might occasionally indulge 
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in each of those gratifications, constituted 
however, his predominant passion. All his 
inclinations, from a very early age, seemed to 
be concentrated in a more fatal attachment to 
Play. In the prosecution of that propensity, 
he had squandered prodigious sums before his 
father’s decease, with which Lord Holland’s 
paternal fondness furnished him. To the 
same pursuit, or rather rage, he subsequently 
sacrificed a sinecure Place of two thousand 
Pounds a year for life, the Clerkship of the 
Pells in Ireland^ of which he came into pos¬ 
session by the demise of his elder Brother, 
Stephen, in December, 1774. After holding 
it scarcely ten Months, he sold it to Mr. 
Charles Jenkinson, since better known as Earl 
of Liverpool; and he disposed in a similar 
manner, of a fine Estate situated atKingsgate 
in the isle of Thanet. The Office had been 
procured for him, as the Estate had been be¬ 
queathed to him, by his father. We must 
confess that these scandalous irregularities of 
conduct, or rather vices of character, remind 
us more of Timon and of Alcibiades, than of 
Pericles, or Demosthenes. 

Fox played admirably both at Whist, and 
at Picquet; with such skill indeed, that by 
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the general admission of Brookes’s Club, he 
might have made four thousand Pounds a 
year, as they calculated, at those Games, if 
he would have confined himself to them. But, 
his misfortune arose from playing at Games 
of chance, particularly at Faro. After eating 
and drinking plentifully, he sat down to the 
Faro Table, and inevitably rose a loser. Once 
indeed, and only once, he won about eight 
thousand Pounds in the course of a single 
evening. Part of the money he paid away to 
his creditors, and the remainder he lost again 
almost immediately, in the same manner. 
The late Mr. Boothby, so well known during 
many years in the first walks of fashion and 
dissipation; himself an irreclaimable Game¬ 
ster, and an intimate friend of Fox; yet ap¬ 
preciated him with much severity, though 
with equal truth. ‘‘ Charles,” observed he, 
“ is unquestionably a man of first-rate talents, 
“ but so deficient in judgement, as never to 
“ have succeeded in any object during his 
“ whole fife. He loved only three things; 
" women. Play, and politics. Yet, at no 
“ period, did he ever form a creditable con- 
‘‘ nexion with a woman. He lost his whole 
“ fortune at the gaming-table; and with the 
exception of about eleven Months, he has 
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“ remained aluays in Opposition.” It is 
difficult to dispute the justice of this Portrait. 
Perhaps we might add, that towards the close 
of his career, he emulated the distinction of 
an Historian; in the pursuit of which object 
he made great efforts, and with a view to faci¬ 
litate it, he appears principally to have un¬ 
dertaken his journey to Paris in 1802. Whe¬ 
ther he succeeded better than in the former 
attempts. Posterity will determine: but he 
would certainly have attained a more elevated 
place in the temple of historic Fame, by imi¬ 
tating the line of Xenophon or of Sallust, who 
commemorated the Transactions of their own 
Times, than by taking Livy for a model. 

Before he attained his thirtieth year, he 
had completely dissipated every Shilling that 
he could either command, or could procure 
by the most ruinous expedients. He had 
even undergone at times, many of the seve¬ 
rest privations annexed to the vicissitudes that 
mark a Gamester’s progress; frequently want¬ 
ing money to defray his common diurnal 
wants, of the most pressing nature. Topham 
Beauclerk, himself a man of pleasure and of 
letters, who lived much in Fox’s society at 
that period of his life; used to affirm, that no 
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man could form an idea of the extremities to 
which he had been driven in order to raise 
money, after losing his last Guinea at the 
Faro Table. He has been reduced for suc¬ 
cessive days, to such distress, as to be under a 
necessity of having recourse to the waiters of 
Brookes’s Club, to lend him assistance. The 
very Chairmen whom he was unable to pay, 
used to dun him for their arrears. All dignity 
of character, and independence of mind, must 
have been lost amidst these scenes of ruinous 
dissipation. In 1781, he might however be 
considered as an extinct Vulcano^ for the 
pecuniary aliment that had fed the flame, was 
long consumed. Yet he then occupied a 
house or lodgings in St. James’s Street, close 
to the Club at Brookes’s, where he passed al¬ 
most every hour which was not devoted to the 
House of Commons; and during Lord North’s 
Administration, Parliament usually remained 
sitting, with short Adjournments, from No¬ 
vember till July. That Club might then be 
considered as the rallying point and rendez¬ 
vous of the Opposition; where, while Faro, 
Whist, and suppers prolonged the night, the 
principal Members of the Minority in both 
Houses, met, in order to compare their infor- 
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mation, or to concert and mature their parlia¬ 
mentary measures. 


Nature, besides the extraordinary endow¬ 
ments of mind which she conferred on Fox, 
had given him likewise a Constitution origi¬ 
nally capable of prodigious exertion. But he 
had early impaired his bodily powers, by 
every excess, added to the most violent men¬ 
tal agitations. These acts of imprudence 
had produced their inevitable consequences, 
though for some time counteracted by youth, 
or obviated by medical aid. As early as 
1781, Mr. Fox was already attacked with fre¬ 
quent complaints of the stomach and bowels, 
attended by acute pain; to moderate the 
symptoms of which, he usually had recourse 
to Laudanum. The strongest frame must 
indeed have sunk under such physical and 
moral exhausture, if he had allowed himself 
no interval of relaxation or repose. But hap¬ 
pily, his passion for some of the amusements 
and sports of the country, almost rivalled his 
attachment to the gaming-table. No sooner 
had the shooting season commenced, than he 
constantly repaired to Norfolk. Lord Robert 
Spenser generally accompanied him ^ and af- 
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ter visiting various friends, they sometimes 
hired a small house in the town of Thetford, 
rose at an early hour, and passed the whole 
day with a fowling-piece in their hands, 
among Coveys of partridges and pheasants, 
for successive weeks, during the Autumn. 
These salutary occupations never failed of re¬ 
storing the health that he had lost in St. 
James’s Street, and in the House of Commons. 

Nor did the rage for Play ever engross his 
whole mind, or wholly absorb his faculties. 
Nature had implanted in his bosom many ele¬ 
vated inclinations, which, though overpow¬ 
ered and oppressed for a Time, yet, as he ad¬ 
vanced in life, continually acquired strength. 
If Ambition formed the first, the love of letters 
constituted the second, of these passions. 
AVhen he contemplated the extent of his own 
talents, and compared them with those of 
Lord North, or of every other individual in 
either House of Parliament; it was impossible 
for him not to perceive the moral certainty of 
his attaining by perseverance, in the course 
of a few years, almost any public situation to 
which he might aspire. In the possession 
and enjoyment of Power, he necessarily anti¬ 
cipated the recovery of that independence 
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which he had sacrificed at the gaming-table; 
as well as the means of recompensing the zea¬ 
lous friendship or devotion of his numerous 
adherents. 

No man in public life ever possessed more 
determined friends, or exercised over them a 
more unbounded influence; though he was by 
no means as tractable and amenable to reason 
or to entreaty on many occasions, as the ap¬ 
parent suavity of his disposition seemed to 
indicate. Even interest could not always 
bend him to a compliance with its dictates, 
nor expostulation induce liim to pay the most 
ordinary attention to persons who had mate¬ 
rially served him. In 1784, at the Election 
of a Member for Westminster, which was 
very obstinately contested; Horace Walpole, 
afterwards Earl of Orford, whose age and de¬ 
licate health prevented him from almost ever 
leaving his own house ; yet submitted to 
be carried in a Sedan chair, from Berkeley 
Square, to the Hustings in Covent Garden, to 
vote for him. But, no remonstrances could 
prevail on Fox to leave his name at Mr. Wal¬ 
pole’s door, though he passed it continually, 
in his morning walks. Hare himself, who 
was one of his most favoured associates, vainly 
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exerted every effort to make him say a few 
civil words to a lady of Quality, by whom he 
was seated at supper in a great public com¬ 
pany, met expressly to celebrate the success 
of his Election : a success, to which, that lady, 
as he knew, had contributed by every means 
in her power j and who, as her reward, only 
aspired to attract his notice or attention for a 
few minutes. He turned his back on her, 
and would not utter a syllable. Hurt at Fox’s 
Neglect, Hare, who sat nearly opposite to 
him, and who was accustomed to treat him 
with the utmost Freedom ; took out a Pen¬ 
cil, wrote three Lines, and pushed the Pa¬ 
per across the Table to his Friend. The 
Lines I shall not transcribe, as they were too 
energetic, or rather, coarse, to allow of their 
Insertion : but they adjured Fox, (in Lan¬ 
guage as strong as Maecenas used to Augus¬ 
tus, when he wrote to the Emperor, Siste 
tandem, Carnifex ! ”) to turn himself round 
towards the Lady in Question. He calmly 
perused the Billet, and then, having torn it 
in small Pieces, which he placed on the 
Table; without appearing to pay any Atten¬ 
tion to Hare, he turned his Back, if possible, 
still more decidedly on the Person, in whose 
Behalf the Expostulation was written. These 
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Facts were related to me by a Nobleman who 
was present on the Occasion. 


If ever an individual existed in this Coun¬ 
try, who from his natural bias, would have in¬ 
clined to maintain in their fullest extent, all 
the just Prerogatives of the Crown j and who 
would have restrained within due limits, every 
attempt on the part of the People, to dimi¬ 
nish its influence 5 we may assert that Fox 
was the man. The principles of his early 
Education j the example and exhortations of 
his father, for whom he always preserved an 
affectionate reverence, which constituted a 
most pleasing feature of his character; his first 
political connexions;—allied him to the foot 
of the Throne. He had tasted the comforts 
of Office under Lord North, and his very 
wants rendered indispensible a return to 
power. Nor, whatever moral disapprobation 
his private irregularities unquestionably ex¬ 
cited in the breast of a Sovereign, whose whole 
life was exempt from any breach of decency 
or decorum; could those defects of conduct 
have formed any insurmountable impediment 
to his attainment of the highest Employ¬ 
ments. . In point of fact, neither the Duke 
of Grafton, whom “ Junius” stigmatizes as. 
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a libertine by profession nor the Earls of 
Rochford and Sandwich, nor Lord Wey¬ 
mouth, nor Lord Barrington, nor Lord Thur- 
low, had been distinguished by sanctity of 
manners, though they had all occupied the 
first situations in the state. Sir Francis Dash- 
wood, who afterwards became premier Baron 
of England, under the title of Lord Le Des- 
penser, and whom Lord Bute made Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer in 1762, far exceeded in 
licentiousness of conduct, anything exhibited 
since Charles the Second. He had founded 
a society, denominated from his own name, 
the Franciscans,” who, to the number of 
twelve, met at Medmenham Abbey, near 
Marlow in Bucks, on the banks of the 
Thames. Wilkes was a member of this un¬ 
holy fraternity, of which he makes mention 
in his letter to Earl Temple; written from 
Bagshot, in September, 1762. Rites, of a na¬ 
ture so subversive of all decency, and calcu¬ 
lated, by an imitation of the ceremonies and 
mysteries of the Roman Catholic Church, to 
render religion itself an object of contumely, 
were there celebrated, as cannot be reflected 
on without astonishment. Sir Francis himself 
officiated as High Priest, habited in the Dress 
of a Franciscan Monk; engaged in pouring 
c 2 
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a libation from a Communion-cup, to the mys¬ 
terious object of their homage. Churchill, 
in his poem. of “ The Candidate,” has 
drawn him under this Character, atMedmen- 
ham: bpt I cannot prevail on myself to cite 
the passage. Immorality or even profligacy, 
abstractedly considered, formed therefore, it 
is evident, no bar to Employment under 
George the Third. 

Fox’s error arose, if not wholly, yet princi¬ 
pally, from a different source. In the ardor 
pf political opposition, stimulated perhaps by 
domestic wants of many kinds, finding himself 
so long excluded from Office, and conscious 
that he was become personally obnoxious to 
the Sovereign, by embracing the cause and 
the defence of his revolted subjects beyond 
the Atlantic; Fox did not always confine 
himself within a constitutional and temperate 
resistance to the Measures of the Crown. 
Mingling the spirit of Faction, with the prin¬ 
ciples of Party; while he appeared only to at¬ 
tack the Mini.ster, he levelled many of his se¬ 
verest insinuations or accusations at the King. 
He consequently obstructed the attainment 
of the object, which lay within his grasp. As 
the American War drew towards its termina- 
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tion, he observed scarcely any measure in the 
condemnation which he expressed for the au¬ 
thors of the contest. 

When the new Parliament met on the first 
day of November, 1780, and it was proposed 
in the Address to the Throne, that the House 
of Commons should acknowledge, “ the sole 
“ objects of the King’s royal care and con- 
‘‘ cern, were to promote the happiness of his 
‘‘People;” words merely complimentary; 
Fox rising in his place, exclaimed,—“ We 
“ are called on to recognize the blessings of 
“ His Majesty’s reign. I cannot concupin 
“ such a vote, for I am not acquainted with 
“ those blessings. The present reign offers 
“ one uninterrupted series of disgrace, misfor- 
“ tune, and calamity! ” Only a few weeks 
afterwards, in January, 1781, when the de¬ 
bate on the Dutch war took place,—“ The 
“ reign of Charles the Second,” observed Mr. 
Fox, “ who twice engaged in hostilities with 
“ Holland, has been denominated an infa- 
“ mous reign: but, the evils inflicted on this 
“ country by the Stuarts, were happily re- 
“ trieved by a Revolution; while the ills of 
“ the present reign admit of no redress.” He 
even proceeded to draw a sort of parallel, or 
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rather contrast, of the most invidious Descrip¬ 
tion, between Catherine the Second, and 
George the Third j who having ascended the 
thrones of Russia and of Great Britain, nearly 
about the same time, had exhibited an oppo¬ 
site line of conduct; the formerEmpire rising 
under Catherine, into eminence j, while Eng¬ 
land governed by George,, sunk into con¬ 
tempt. 


In November, 1779, he far exceeded even 
the foregoing remarks, when he did not he¬ 
sitate to compare Henry the Sixth, with His 
present Majesty ; and to assimilate their cha¬ 
racters, qualities, and the disgraces of. their 
respective reigns, as affording the most com¬ 
plete resemblance. “ Both,” he observed, 
owed the Crown to Revolutions; both were 
pious princes, and both lost the acquisitions 
of their predecessor.” The speeches of Fox, 
it must be owned, breathed a very revolution¬ 
ary spirit, throughout the whole progress of 
the American war. Smarting under such re¬ 
flections, the King began to consider the prin¬ 
ciples and the doctrines of Fox, as insepara¬ 
bly implicated with Rebellion. From that in¬ 
stant, the splendor of his talents, only en¬ 
hanced the magnitude of his offence. His 
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uncle, the Duke of Richmond, who seemed to 
emulate the same distinction, and who in¬ 
dulged himself in remarks equally severe on 
the supposed interference of the Crown in 
perpetuating the struggle, might find pardon 
in the mediocrity of his abilities. But, Fox’s 
fault necessarily inspired deeper feelings of 
resentment, and may be said to have emi¬ 
nently contributed to the misfortunes of his 
political life. 

Amidst the wildest excesses of youth, even 
while the perpetual victim of his passion for 
Play, his elegant mind eagerly cultivated at 
intervals, a taste for letters. His education 
had made him early acquainted with the 
writers of Greece and Rome, historical, as 
well as philosophical and poetical. The 
beauties of Horace, Tacitus, Juvenal, and 
Cicero, which were familiar to him, seemed 
always to present themselves to his memory, 
without an effort. When speaking in Par¬ 
liament, he knew howto avail himself of their 
assistance, with a promptitude and facility 
that it is difficult to imagine. Burke him¬ 
self was not his superior on this point. So 
well had he been grounded in classic know¬ 
ledge, that he could read the Greek, no less 
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than the Roman Historians, as well as Poets, 
in the original; and however extraordinary 
the fact may appear, he found resources in 
the perusal of their works, under the most 
severe depressions occasioned by ill success at 
the gaming table. Tophani Beauclerk, whom 
I have already had occasion to mention, and 
who always maintained habits of great inti¬ 
macy with Fox; quitted him one morning at 
six o’clock, after having passed the whole 
preceding night together at Faro. Fortune 
had been most unfavourable to Fox, whom 
his friend left in a frame of mind approaching 
to desperation. Beauclerk’s anxiety respect¬ 
ing the consequences which might ensue from 
such a state of agitation, impelled him to be 
early at Fox’s lodgings j and on arriving, he 
enquired, not without apprehension, whether 
he was risen. The servant replying that Mr. 
Fox was in the drawing-room, he walked up 
stairs; and cautiousl}^ opening the door, where 
he expected to behold a frantic Gamester 
stretched on the floor, bewailing his misfor¬ 
tunes, or plunged in silent despair; to his 
equal astonishment and satisfaction, Beauclerk 
discovered liim intently engaged in reading a 
Greek Herodotus. What would you have 
“ me do,” said he, I have lost my last 
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“ Shilling !” Such was the elasticity, suavity, 
and equality of disposition that characterized 
him; and with so little effort did he pass from 
profligate dissipation, to researches of taste 
or literature. After staking and losing all 
that he could raise, at Faro ; instead of ex¬ 
claiming against fortune, or manifesting the 
agitation natural under such circumstances, 
he has been known to lay his head on the 
table; and retaining his place, but, extenu¬ 
ated by fatigue of mind and body, almost im¬ 
mediately to fall into a profound sleep, 

Mr. Fox was not only conversant with the 
works of Antiquity : modern history, polite 
letters, and poetry, were equally familiar to 
him. Few individuals were better instructed 
in the annals of their own Country. Having 
travelled when young, over France and Italy, 
he had studied the finest productions of those 
countries, so fertile in works of Genius, at the 
fountain-head. Davila and Guicciardini, he 
read in the original. Dante, Ariosto, and 
Tasso, constituted the frequent companions 
of his leisure hours, whom he perused with 
delight; and the beautiful pages of which 
authors, as he proceeded, he constantly mark- 



26 


HISTORICAL 


[1781. 


ed with his own hand. For the poem of the 
“ Orlando Furioso,” I know that he ex¬ 
pressed great partiality. Nor was he devoid 
himself of some portion of poetic talent, as 
many compositions of his pen which remain, 
sufficiently attest; though, for ease, delicacy, 
and playful Satire, he could not stand a com¬ 
petition in that branch of accomplishment, 
with his friend and companion. Colonel Fitz¬ 
patrick. The verses, or Epigram, written on 
Gibbon’s accepting the Employment of a 
Lord of Trade, in 1779, beginning, 

“ King George in a fright, 

Lest Gibbon should write 
The hist’ry of England’s disgrace; 

Thought no way so sure 
His pen to secure. 

As to give the Historian a Place 

I have always understood to be from Fox’s 
pen, though it is disowned by Lord Holland, 
as “ certainly not his uncle’s composition.” 
I know however, that some years afterwards, 
when his effects were seized for debt, and 
sold; a set of Gibbon’s ‘‘ Decline and Fall 
“ of the Roman Empire,” in the first leaf of 
which, Fox had with his own hand inserted 
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the Stanzas in question; produced a very 
considerable sura, under the belief or convic¬ 
tion that he was their author. 

Fox conversed in French, nearly with the 
same purity and facility, as he did in English; 
writing in that language not less correctly, 
nor with less elegance. A man of his high 
birth and connexions, possessing qualifica¬ 
tions so rare, independant of his parliamen¬ 
tary Abilities, seemed to be pointed, out by 
nature, for the superintendence of the foreign 
Department of State. Those persons who 
anticipated the fall of Lord North’s Adminis¬ 
tration, already imagined that they beheld 
Mr. Fox in that situation, for which talents 
and education had evidently designed him. 
Yet, after contemplating the Portrait which 
I.have here sketched, and which, I imagine, 
even his. greatest admirers will admit to do 
him no injustice; it is for impartial Posterity 
to determine, whether on full examination of 
his merits and defects, George the Third may 
be considered as most deserving of approba¬ 
tion, or of blame, in never having at any 
period of his reign, voluntarily called Mr. 
Fox to his counsels. If energy of mind, en¬ 
largement of views, firmness of character, ame- 
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nity of manners, acquaintance with foreign 
Courts and languages, facility in conducting 
business, and prodigious intellectual powers, 
combining eloquence, application, as well as 
discernment;—if these endowments are con¬ 
sidered as forming an incontestable claim to 
public Employment, unsustained by moral 
qualities, or by property; we must condemn 
the sentence of exclusion passed upon him. 
Those persons on the other hand, who con¬ 
sider all talent, however eminent, as radically 
defective, unless sustained by decorum, and 
a regard for opinion; as well as all who pre¬ 
fer sobriety of conduct, regularity of deport¬ 
ment, and the virtues of private life, above 
any ability which nature can bestow on man; 
—lastly, all who regard judgement, under the 
controul of strict principle, as the most indis- 
pensible requisite of a Minister, to whom the 
public honour and felicity are in some mea¬ 
sure necessarily entrustedsuch persons will 
probably hesitate before they decide too 
hastily, on the degree of censure or of com¬ 
mendation, which the King’s conduct to¬ 
wards Fox, ought to excite in our minds. 


If Fox occupied the first place in the ranks 
of Opposition, Burke might be pronounced 
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without contest, the second person in that 
powerful body. His extraordinary endow- 
ments of mind, superseded every defect of 
birth, fortune, connexions, or country; and 
placed him on an eminence, to which no 
subject in my time, unassisted by those ad¬ 
vantages, with the single exception of Mr. 
Sheridan, has ever attained in the public es¬ 
timation. For it may perhaps be justly ques¬ 
tioned, whether the splendid talents of the first 
Mr. Pitt, would have forced his way into the 
Cabinet, unaided and unsustained by his al¬ 
liance with the family of Grenville. Of years 
much more advanced than Fox, Burke had 
already attained to the Acme of his fame as 
an Orator, and could not well augment the 
reputation which he had acquired in that 
capacity. Perhaps, if we were to point out 
the period of his life, when he stood on the 
highest ground as a public man, in the esti¬ 
mation of all parties, we should name the 
year 1781. His recent exertions in bringing 
forward the Bill for the reform of the Civil 
List, which had engaged such general atten¬ 
tion in the last Session of the preceding Par¬ 
liament, continued yet fresh in recollection. 
Whatever opinion might be entertained re¬ 
specting the necessity, or the eligibility, of 
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those proposed regulations in the royal House¬ 
hold y only one sentiment pervaded the House 
and the Nation, on the unexampled combina¬ 
tion of eloquence, labor, and perseverance, 
which had been displayed by their enlightened 
author. They covered with astonishment and 
admiration, even those who from principle or 
from party, appeared most strenuous in op¬ 
posing the progress of the Bill itself, through 
every stage. The very rejection which had 
attended many Clauses of it, and the address 
with which others were finally evaded or elu¬ 
ded, had conduced to raise him in the na¬ 
tional opinion. 

While however I do this justice to his talents 
and intentions, it is impossible not to consider 
with very different feelings, the splendid Eulo- 
gium which he made on that occasion, of 
which Necker formed the subject. Burke, in 
sublime and animated language, described the 
system of public Credit adopted by Louis the 
Sixteenth, under the guidance of his Genevese 
financial Minister; which he depictured as 
the consummation of human ability, economy, 
and judicious calculation. Neither Sully, nor 
Colbert, he said, could compete with Necker: 
while the Sovereign of France, unlike his pre- 
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decessors on. the throne, who had recourse 
when-in distress, to the bold frauds or plunges 
of bankrupt Despotism, for raising pecuniary 
supplies; built all his plans.on the firm basis 
of national confidence, sustained by pecuniary 
regulations calculated to pay the interest of 
the debt thus incurred. Such were the arts 
and. assertions, by which George the Third, 
Lord North, and the American War, became 
objects of reprobation ! If Burke really be¬ 
lieved the facts that he laid down, what are 
we to think of his judgement! But there is a 
holy mistaken zeal in politics, as in religion, 
of which delusive cup he had drank deep. 
The intoxication insensibly dispersed after 
1789; and before 1792, he beheld Louis the 
Sixteenth, Necker, and their insensate, or 
pernicious Measures, through a just Medium. 
He then endeavoured to counteract the effect 
of his own Orations. In 1781, the delusion 
subsisted in all its force. The unqualified 
condemnation which he had always bestowed 
on the American War, from the period of its 
commencement, seemed to be at least justi¬ 
fied by the result of the contest; and in that 
sentiment he was then supported by a ma¬ 
jority of the British People. When, to the 
operation of these combined causes, we add 
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the acknowledged mediocrity of his fortune, 
which left him in a sort of dependance on the 
Marquis of Rockingham; together with his 
long exclusion from Office, and his unim¬ 
peached moral character, contrasted with the 
irregularity of Fox’s conduct j we shall not 
wonder at the high place which he occupied, 
within, no less than without, the walls of the 
House of Commons. 

All those persons to whom his memory is 
dear, may like to contemplate him at this point 
of time, when he appears most resplendent, as 
well as free from many of the weaknesses, 
inconsistencies, and infirmities, to which our 
nature is subject, and from which he was by 
no means exempt. His admirers will recollect 
with concern, the querulous lamentations, and 
unseemly reluctance, with which, in 1782 and 
1783, he each time quitted the Pay Office, 
on the change of Administration. They will 
remember the acts of imprudence and indis¬ 
cretion, not to call them by any harsher 
name, which characterized his tenure of Office, 
during the existence of the Coalition Minis¬ 
try; to defend, or to palliate which, demanded 
the utmost efforts of Fox’s parliamentary abi¬ 
lities. They will probably admit and lament. 
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his too ardent prosecution of Hastings, for 
political errors or trespasses, which, even 
though they had ej^isted in their utmost ex¬ 
tent, ought to have found their apology in 
the difficulties of his situation; beset with 
domestic and foreign enemies, in charge of a 
vast Empire, and necessitated to find re¬ 
sources on the spot, against internal commo¬ 
tions, no less than against external hostility. 
They will reprobate with severity, his intem¬ 
perate and indecorous conduct, as a Member 
of Parliament, in 1788, on an occasion when 
the Country at large felt the deepest sym¬ 
pathy and distress, for the intellectual illness 
of the Sovereign. And finally, though they 
will exult in the meritorious line of action 
which he embraced on the commencement of 
the French Revolution, as equally honourable 
to himself, and beneficial to the cause of Or¬ 
der and Government throughout the civilized 
world; yet they cannot forget that he re¬ 
ceived from Mr. Pitt soon afterwards, two 
Pensions for three lives, of eighteen hundred 
Pounds a year, each, as his reward : and they 
will perhaps incline to admit, that on an im¬ 
partial survey, Mr. Burke appears greater 
and more elevated in 1781, than at any sub¬ 
sequent period of his political life. 

VOL. II. D 
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He was then more than fifty years of age, 
of which he had passed fifteen in the House 
of Commons. I believe he owed his first seat 
in that Assembly, not to the Marquis of Rock¬ 
ingham, but to the late Earl Verney, with 
whom he had formed some connexions of a 
pecuniary nature; during the continuance of 
which, both that Nobleman and Mr. Burke 
became purchasers to a considerable amount, 
of East India Stock. The latter, as it was 
asserted, sold out in time, after clearing so 
large a sum by the transaction, as with it to 
have purchased the Estate or house at Gre¬ 
gorios, near Beconsfield in Bucks, where he 
always resided when not in London. Lord 
Verney, less fortunate, or less prudent, 
though possessed of a vast landed property, 
was almost ruined by his East India pur¬ 
chases; and Richard Burke, Edmund’s Bro¬ 
ther, who was then a practitioner at the Bar, 
being likewise involved in the same losing 
concern, was said to be unable to fulfil his 
Stock engagements; or in the language of 
Change Alley, to have zvaddled. Hence, in 
allusion to this circumstance, his enemies, 
instead of Dick Burke, commonly called him 
Duck Burke. Edmund, in 1781, rented a 
house in the Broad Sanctuary, Westminster, 
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conveniently situated for his attendance in 
Parliament 5 but entertained very little com¬ 
pany: and his pecuniary obligations to the 
Marquis of Rockingham, which were known 
to be great, sufficiently indicated the limited 
nature of his private fortune. 

Nature had bestowed on him a boundless 
imagination, aided by a memory of equal 
strength and tenacity. His fancy was so 
vivid, that it seemed to light up by its own 
powers, and to burn without consuming the 
aliment on which it fed: sometimes bearing 
him away into ideal scenes created by his 
own exuberant mind, but from which he, 
sooner or later, returned to the subject of 
Debate; descending from, his most aerial 
flights by a gentle and imperceptible grada¬ 
tion, till he again touched the ground. 
Learning waited on him like a handmaid, 
presenting to his choice, all that Antiquity 
had culled or invented, most elucidatory of the 
topic under discussion. He ahvays seemed 
to be oppressed under the load and variety of 
Jiis intellectual treasures; of which he fre¬ 
quently scattered portions with a lavish hand, 
to inattentive, impatient, hungry, and sleepy 
hearers, undeserving of such presents. Nor 
n 2 
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did he desist, though warned by the cla¬ 
morous vociferation of the House, to restrain 
or to abbreviate his Speeches. Every power of 
Oratory was wielded by him in turn: for, he 
could be during the same evening, pathetic 
and humorous i acrimonious and concilia¬ 
ting j now giving a loose to his indignation or 
sevexHty; and then, almost in the same breath, 
calling to his assistance, ridicule, wit, and 
mockery. Yet, with .this assemblage of En¬ 
dowments, which would have sufficed to,form 
many Orators; though he instructed, de¬ 
lighted, and astonished, he frequently fatigued, 
because his faculties Avere not controlled and 
chastened by a severe judgement. 

In his dress and exterior he was not less 
negligent than Fox : but, the spirit of Party 
did not blend with the colour of his apparel; 
and he rarely or never came to the House in 
Blue and Buff, though he eulogized Laurens, 
the American Ex-President, when a prisoner 
in the Tower, far beyond the picture which 
Pope has left us of Atterbury, under the same 
circumstances. Burke constantly wore Spec¬ 
tacles. His. enunciation was vehement, rapid, 
and never checked by any embarrassment: 
•for his ideas outran his powers of utterance. 
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and he drew from an exhaustless source. But, 
his Irish Accent, which’ was as strong as if 
he had never quitted the Banks of the Shan¬ 
non, diminished to the ear, the enchanting 
effect of his eloquence on the mind. Dundas, 
who laboured under a similar impediment, 
yet turned it to account, if I may so express 
myself 5 some of his expressions or allusions, 
by the variation in pronouncing a single letter, 
or pressing too hard upon a vowel, frequently 
producing such an equivocal sound, conveying 
at the same Time so strange an impression 
on the ears of his audience, as put to flight 
all gravity, and convulsed the House with 
laughter. In brilliancy of wit. Lord North 
alone could compete with Burke; for Sheri¬ 
dan had not then appeared. Burke drew all 
his images from classic sources; a fact, of 
which he displayed a beautiful exemplifica¬ 
tion, when he said of Wilkes, borne along in 
triumph by the mob, that he resembled 
Pindar, elevated on the wings of poetical in¬ 
spiration. 


-“ Numerisque fertur 

Lege solutis.” 

His personal qualities of temper and dis¬ 
position, (such is the Infirmity of our Na- 
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ture,) by no means corresponded with his 
intellectual endowments. Throughout his 
general manner and deportment in Parlia¬ 
ment, there was a Mixture of Petulancy, im¬ 
patience, and at times of Intractability, which 
greatly obscured the lustre of his talents. 
His very features, and the undulating mo¬ 
tions of his head, were eloquently expressive 
of this irritability, which on some occasions 
seemed to approach towards alienation of 
mind. Even his friends could not always 
induce him to listen to reason and remon¬ 
strance, though they sometimes held him 
down in his seat, by the skirts of his Coat, 
in order to prevent the ebullitions of his anger 
or indignation. Gentle, mild, and amenable 
to argument in private society, of which he 
formed the delight and the ornament, he was 
often intemperate and even violent in Parlia¬ 
ment. Fox, however irritated, never forgot 
that he was a Chief. Burke, in his most 
sublime flights, was only a Partizan. The 
countenance of the latter, which rarely re¬ 
laxed into a smile, did not invite approach or 
conciliation. His enmities and prejudices, 
though they originated in principle, as well 
as in conviction, yet became tinged with the 
virulent spirit of Party; and were eventually 
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in many instances, inveterate, unjust, and 
insurmountable. Infinitely more respectable 
than Fox, he was nevertheless far less ami¬ 
able. Exempt from his defects and irregu¬ 
larities, Burke wanted the suavity of Fox’s 
manner, his amenity, and his placability. 
The one procured more admirers. The other 
possessed more friends. Though acting to¬ 
gether to a common point, as Members of the 
House of Commons, and embarked in the 
same cause; their intimacy seemed always to 
commence, and to cease, at the entrance of 
the Lobby. Burke retired from the discharge 
of his parliamentary functions, exhausted, 
chagrined, and often irritated; to repair im¬ 
mediately to his family, or to the duties and 
avocations of domestic life. Fox, always 
fresh, and never more alert than after a long 
Debate, only quitted the House, in order to 
drive to Brookes’s. Even in their nearest ap¬ 
proximations, there were always essential and 
striking distinctions between the two Oppo¬ 
sition leaders. In genius, in learning, in 
eloquence, in politics, they were assimilated. 
But, in their occupations, amusements, so¬ 
ciety, companions, and modes of life, never 
were two men more discordant. They con¬ 
tinued nevertheless, to act together through 
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succeeding Parliaments, in good, and in ad¬ 
verse fortune, ’till the French Revolution 
finally dissevered them. The obvious defect 
of Burke, was want of temper and self-com¬ 
mand. Fox’s latent blemish lay in his disso¬ 
lute habits and ruined fortune, which enabled 
his enemies to compare him with Catiline. 
Both wanted judgement to perceive, that even 
under the free Constitution of Great Britain, 
the Cabinet, though it may be taken by 
storm, cannot be long held except by favor. 
Mr. Fox, in 1806, appears to have tho¬ 
roughly come up with this great truth, of 
which, in 1781, he was either regardless or 
ignorant. 


In surveying the Opposition side of the 
House of Commons at this period, the idea 
of Barre naturally and unavoidably suggests 
itself after that of Burke. Both were natives 
of the same Country, Ireland; and both had 
attained to vast celebrity in their adopted 
country, England. But, no sort of compari¬ 
son could be made between their talents, ac¬ 
quirements, or claim to general admiration ; 
in all which, Burke possessed an infinite supe¬ 
riority. Of an athletic frame and mould, en¬ 
dowed witl] extraordinary powers of voice. 
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Barre, as a Speaker, roughly enforced, rather 
than solicited or attracted, attention. Severe, 
and sometimes coarse in his censures or accu¬ 
sations, he nevertheless always sustained his 
Charges against Ministers, however strong, 
with considerable force of argument and lan¬ 
guage. Slow, measured, and dictatorial in 
his manner of enunciation, he was not car¬ 
ried away by those beautiful digressions of 
genius or fancy, with which Burke captivated 
and entertained his audience. Master never¬ 
theless of his subject, and more attentive than 
Burke, not to fatigue the patience of the 
House, when he saw them eager to rise, he 
frequently obtained a more indulgent hearing. 
Deprived already of one eye, and menaced 
with a privation of both; advanced in years, 
grey-headed, and of a savage aspect, he re¬ 
minded the beholders when he rose, of Beli- 
sarius, rather than of Tully. Yet possessing 
a cultivated understanding, conversant with 
the works of Antiquity, and able on occasion 
to press them into his service, he sometimes 
displayed a great diversity of information. 

Near him, on the same bench, in the front 
ranks of the Minority, usually sat his friend 
and Colleague, Dunning. Never perhaps did 
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nature enclose a more illuminated mind, in a 
body of meaner and more abject appearance. 
It is difficult to do justice to the peculiar spe¬ 
cies of ugliness which characterized his person 
and figure, although he did not labor under 
any absolute deformity of shape or limb. A 
degree of infirmity, and almost of debility or 
decay in his organs, augmented the effect of 
his other bodily misfortunes. Even his voice 
was so husky and choaked with phlegm, that 
it refused utterance to the sentiments which 
were dictated by his superior intelligence. 
In consequence of this physical impediment, 
he lay always under a necessity of involunta¬ 
rily announcing his intention to address the 
House, some time before he actually rose, by 
the repeated attempts which he made to clear 
his throat. But, all these imperfections and 
defects of configuration, were obliterated by 
the ability which he displayed. In spite of 
the Monotony of his tones, and his total want 
of animation, as well as grace; yet so power¬ 
ful was reason when flowing from his lips, that 
every murmur became hushed, and every ear 
attentive. It seemed, nevertheless, the acute 
Sophistry of a lawyer, rather than the speech 
of a man of the world, or the eloquence of a 
man of letters and education. Every sen- 
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tence, though admirable in itself, yet resem¬ 
bled more the pleading of the Bar, than the 
oratory of the Senate. So difficult is it for the 
most enlightened intellect to throw off the 
habits of a profession. Dunning neither de¬ 
lighted nor entertained his hearers 5 but he 
subdued them by his powers of argumentative 
ratiocination, which have rarely been exceed¬ 
ed. They soon afterwards raised him to the 
Peerage; just in time to attain that elevation, 
as his Constitution speedily sunk under accu¬ 
mulated disorders, which hurried him prema¬ 
turely to the grave. This extraordinary man, 
who was not exempt from great infirmity of 
mind, felt, or perceived so little his corporeal 
deficiencies, as to consider his person with 
extraordinary predilection. Fond of viewing 
his face in the glass, he passed no time more 
to his satisfaction, than in decorating himself 
for his appearance in the world. He and 
Barre, who were fellow-labourers in the same 
vineyard, represented likewise the same Bo¬ 
rough, Caine; and belonged, or at least 
looked up to the same political Chief, Lord 
Shelburne. They consequently were ani¬ 
mated by no common principle of union, or 
of action, with Fox and Burke, except one; 
that of overturning the Administration. On 
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all other points, a secret jealousy and rivality 
subsisted between the adherents of the Shel¬ 
burne and the Rockingham Parties. 


Admiral Keppel might likewise be ac¬ 
counted among the principal members of 
Opposition in the House of Commons, at 
this period ; though his talents seemed to be 
no more conspicuously exerted in Debate, 
than they had appeared while he remained 
on the quarter Deck, during the memorable 
Action of the 27th of July, 1778. But the 
persecution which, as it was pretended, he 
bad undergone, for his conduct on that day; 
the accusation brought against him by Pal- 
liser, and the ministerial, as well as royal 
enmity, which he had incurred ;—these po¬ 
litical merits elevated him to a consideration, 
which he could otherwise never have attained. 
Excluded from representing the Borough of 
Windsor, at the recent General Election in 
1780; the popular effervescence of the mo¬ 
ment, inflamed at his rejection, w^here it was 
supposed that the influence and personal 
Exertions of the Sovereign had considerably 
operated to his prejudice, brought him in for 
Surrey: a County in which he possessed no 
property, nor any hereditary interest. There 
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appeared neither dignity in his person, nor 
intelligence in his countenance, the features 
of which were of the most ordinary cast; and 
his nose, which, in consequence of an acci¬ 
dent that befel him in the course of his pro¬ 
fessional life, had been almost laid flat, gave 
him an equally vulgar and unpleasant air. 
His abilities were indeed of a very limited de¬ 
scription, altogether unfit for such a theatre 
as Parliament: but the Minority having al¬ 
ready destined him to succeed, and to sup¬ 
plant, Lord Sandwich, as soon as they could 
gain possession of power, it became indis- 
pensible to sustain him on every occasion, 
with all their eflbrts. 

Another distinguished naval Commander, 
Lord Howe, who then filled a seat in the 
House, might likewise be numbered among 
the determined opponents of Government. 
Since his return from America, he had not 
enjoyed the smiles of the Court; but his pro¬ 
fessional character supported him with the 
public. His steady and phlegmatic courage, 
added to the wholesome severity of his disci¬ 
pline when on service, deservedly placed him 
high in the estimation of all parties. Among 
the sailors he was known, from his dark com- 
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plexion, by the epithet of “ Black Dick.” If 
no genius could be discovered in the lines of 
his face, there was in them, an expression of 
serene and passive fortitude, which could not 
be mistaken. His Profile bore, indeed, a very 
strong resemblance to the portraits of George 
the First, from whom, by his mother, he 
descended. She was the natural daughter of 
that Prince, by his mistress, Madame de 
Platen, whom he created Countess of Dar¬ 
lington, some years after his accession to the 
Crown of Great Britain. In Parliament, as 
an Orator, Lord Howe made, if possible, a 
worse figure than Keppel; who, when he ad¬ 
dressed the House, was at least intelligible, 
though he might not greatly illuminate the 
subject. Lord Howe’s ideas were commonly 
either so ill conceived by himself, or so 
darkly and ambiguously expressed, that it was 
by no means easy to comprehend his precise 
meaning. This oracular and confused mode 
of delivery, rendered still more obscure by the 
part of the House where he usually sat, which 
was on a back row, at a distance from the 
Speaker’s Chair, encreased however the effect 
of his oratory; and seemed to exemplify 
Burke’s assertion, that obscurity is a source 
of the sublime.” 
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Sir George Savile, who represented the 
County of York, attracted great considera¬ 
tion. His known integrity and disinterested¬ 
ness, joined to his extensive landed property, 
elevated him in the public Opinion, more than 
any endowments of intellect, or parliamentary 
ability. He possessed nevertheless, plain man¬ 
ly sense, and a facility of utterance, which, 
even independant of his high character, and 
ample fortune, always secured him attention. 

Lord John Cavendish was listened to, when¬ 
ever he rose, with similar deference or pre¬ 
dilection. His near alliance to the Duke of 
Devonshire, the Head of the JFhig Interest j 
his very Na?ne, connected with the Revolution 
of 1688, which secured the liberties of Great 
Britain: his unblemished reputation, and his 
talents, though very moderate;—all these 
qualities combined to impress with esteem, 
even those who differed most from him in po¬ 
litical opinion. Nature had in the most legi¬ 
ble characters, stamped honesty on his coun¬ 
tenance : but she had not accompanied it 
with any ornamental present. The Opposi¬ 
tion already considered him as Chancellor of 
the Exchequer in Embrio. 

General Conway, though by no means a 
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man of first-rate capacity, or a superior 
speaker, yet surpassed in these respects, either 
of the two last-mentioned persons. His.mi¬ 
litary experience, acquired in Germany during 
the seven Years War;” his birth and de¬ 
scent, together with the recollection of his 
having already occupied one of the most 
eminent Employments of State under a former 
Administration; authorized him to expect a 
situation no less conspicuous, in any future 
ministerial arrangement. His figure and de¬ 
portment were exceedingly distinguished, nor 
did he want abilities ; but his enunciation, 
embarrassed, and often involved, generally 
did injustice to his conceptions. 

Mr. Thomas Townsend, commonly deno¬ 
minated “ Tommy Townsend,” and so com¬ 
memorated in Goldsmith’s celebrated Poem 
of “ Retaliation,” where he describes Burke, 

“ Tho’ fraught with all learning, yet straining his throat, 
To induce Tommy Townsend to lend him a vote 

looked confidently forward, no less than 
General Conway, to a high place in some 
future Ministry, when Lord North should be 
driven from power. Nor were his expect¬ 
ations eventually disappointed. He was a 
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man of very independant fortune, and of con¬ 
siderable parliamentary interest, present, as 
well as prospective ; two circumstances which 
greatly contributed to his personal, no less 
than to political elevation : for, his abilities, 
though respectable, scarcely rose above me¬ 
diocrity. Yet, as he always spoke with 
facility, sometimes with energy, and was 
never embarrassed by any degree of timidity, 
he maintained a place in the front ranks of 
Opposition. 

General Burgoyne would not deserve any 
place in this list, if respect were had only to 
his parliamentary talents: but, his sufferings 
in the cause of Opposition, which elevated 
him to the rank of a martyr, like Keppel j 
Fox^s attachment towards him, and his con¬ 
nexion by marriage with Lord Derby, one of 
the Minority Chiefs;—these merits supplied 
every deficiency. It was difficult to contem¬ 
plate him, without involuntarily recollecting 
the disgraceful colours under which “ Junius” 
has designated him, as ‘^taking his stand at 
“ a gaming-table, and watching with the 

soberest attention, for a fair opportunity of 
“ engaging a drunken young Nobleman at 
“ Picquetj” as “ drawing a regular and 
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“ splendid subsistence from Playand as 
“ sitting down for the remainder of his life, 
“ infamous and contented with the money 
received from the Duke of Grafton, for 
‘‘ the sale of a patent place in the Customs.” 
These aspersions, which never received any 
public answer, did not prevent his occupying 
a distinguished place in Fox’s regard j who 
exhibited a strong proof of it, by becoming 
Burgoyne’s Nominee on the Committee ap¬ 
pointed to try the contested Election for the 
Borough of Preston, which he represented in 
the Spring of 1781. Supported by such 
ability, the General kept his Seat. I have 
been assured that when he returned on his 
Parole from America, in May, 1778; the 
Opposition, apprehensive of his taking part 
with Administration, and fearful that he might 
accuse the adherents of Congress in this 
Country, with having contributed by their 
language in Parliament, if not by other 
modes of encouragement, to the resistance 
that produced the disaster of Saratoga; de¬ 
termined, if possible, to gain him. For that 
purpose, Fox went down privately to Houn¬ 
slow, where he met Burgoyne soon after he 
had landed, on his way from Plymouth to 
London. In the course of a long and con- 
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fidential interview. Fox convinced him so 
thoroughly, that the Ministers would not 
support him; that Lord George Germain 
must accuse him, in order to exculpate him¬ 
self j that the King had imbibed very strong 
prejudices against him, and that the Admi¬ 
nistration could not last a twelvemonth j as 
to induce the General to transfer his charges 
of misconduct, from the Opposition, to the 
Treasury Bench. Present protection, and 
future employment, whenever they should 
attain to power, followed of course. I have 
no doubt of the accuracy of this fact, as J 
received it from living Authority. 

Wilkes could not properly be considered as 
a member of the Minority, because, though 
he always spoke from that side of the House, 
and usually voted with them, yet he neither 
depended on Lord Rockingham, nor on Lord 
Shelburne: but, his predilections leaned to¬ 
wards the latter Nobleman. Notwithstanding 
however the personal collision which may be 
said to have taken place between the King 
and him, during the early portion of His 
Majesty’s reign; Wilkes, like Burke, nou¬ 
rished in his bosom, a strong sentiment of 
constitutional loyalty. He gave indelible 
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proofs of itj during the Riots of June, 1780, 
when Bully one of the Members for London, 
with whom he had long been intimately con¬ 
nected, crouched under Lord George Gor¬ 
don’s mob. And though Wilkes lent his aid 
to overturn Lord North’s Administration, yet 
he never yoked himself to Fox’s car. On 
the contrary, no sooner had “ the Coalition” 
unmasked their Battery of “ the East India 
Bill,”, than Wilkes rallying to the Crown, as 
the only protection against Fox’s Ambition, 
took the warmest part against that Measure: 
acting in 1784, nearly the same part which 
Burke did eight years later, in 1792, after 
the French Revolution j when he sought shel¬ 
ter behind the Throne, against the horrors of 
Anarchy, regicide, and insurrection : horrorsj 
which Fox never could, or never would, per¬ 
ceive, and for which he even apologized in 
no small degree. 

Such was the aspect which the House of 
Commons then presented. Pitt and Sheridan, 
who have since in different ways occupied so 
great a share of public attention, had not 
either of them as yet come forward. In 
order, however, to form a more complete 
estimate of the principal individuals who at 
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that' tinie attracted general noticej either as 
supporters of Administration, or as Candi¬ 
dates for Office, whenever the Opposition 
should come into power; it is still requisite 
to throw a glance over the House of Peers. 

The great Earl of Mansfield, though he 
had already advanced beyond that period of 
life, at which the faculties of the human 
mind usually begin to diminish in vigour, 
did not appear to have lost any of the acute¬ 
ness or strength of his intellect. In the Court 
of King’s Bench, no less than in Parliament, 
his transcendent abilities still excited equal 
respect and admiration. The friend of Pope, 
of-Bolingbroke, and of Sir William Wynd- 
ham, during his youth ; he united the finest 
accomplishments of Science, to the most 
profound knowledge of the laws. In the re¬ 
cent riots of 1780, the populace, whether con¬ 
sidering him as inclined to support measures 
of an arbitrary nature, or supposing him a 
friend' to principles of religious toleration 
repugnant to their feelings; selected him for 
the object of their violence. Plis house and 
his papers were consumed : but he had hap¬ 
pily escaped any personal effects of their 
rage; and though not individually a member 
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of Administration, might be considered as 
disposed on all occasions, to extend his as¬ 
sistance to the Government. Yet did the con¬ 
stitutional and characteristic timidity which 
distinguished him, prevent his ever standing 
forward in moments of Crisis or danger, like 
Thurlow and Wedderburn, as the champion 
of ministerial measures. With the single 
exception of the Duke of Grafton, no man 
high in Office, had been so severely treated by 
the pen of “ Junius 5 ” and though time had 
skinned over the wound, the Cicatrice still 
remained. That able writer, after pursuing 
the Lord Chief Justice with inconceivable per¬ 
tinacity, through all the sinuosities of legal 
concealment or evasion, under which he at¬ 
tempted to shelter himself;—after comparing 
him to the most prostitute Judges of the most 
arbitrary reigns; to Tresillian, under Richard 
the Second; and to Jefferies, under James the 
Second; exclaims,—‘‘ Who attacks the liberty 
of the Press ? Lord Mansfield. Who in- 
“ vades the constitutional power of juries? 
“ Lord Mansfield. What Judge ever chal- 
“ lenged a Juryman, but Lord Mansfield ? 
“ Who was that Judge, who, to save the 
“ King’s Brother, affirmed that a man of the 
“ first rank and quality, who obtains a ver- 
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‘‘ diet in a suit for criminal conversation, is 

entitled to no greater damages than the 
“ meanest mechanic ? Lord Mansfield.” 

At him “Junius” levelled his last blows, 
before he finally disappeared, as a political 
writer. In his parting letter, addressed to Lord 
Camden, written towards the end of January, 
1772 , exciting and invoking that Nobleman 
to come forward as the accuser of the Lord 
Chief Justice of the King’s Bench, at the Bar 
of the House of Peers; “ Considering,” says 
he, “ the situation and abilities of Lord Mans- 
“ field, I do not scruple to affirm, with the 
“ most solemn appeal to God for my since- 
“ rity, that in my judgement he is the very 
“ worst and most dangerous man in the 
“ kingdom. Thus far I have done my duty 
“ in endeavouring to bring him to punish- 
“ ment. But, mine is an inferior, ministe- 
“ rial office in the Temple of Justice. I 
“ have bound the victim, and dragged him 
“ to the Altar.” Severe, and perhaps un¬ 
merited, as these accusations may appear, 
yet Lord Mansfield’s warmest admirers never 
attempted to deny, that at every period of 
time while he presided in the Court of King’s 
Bench, his Opinions and his Decrees, if not 
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adverse to the liberty of the Press, and to 
the freedom of the Subject, uniformly leaned 
towards the Crown. Nor is it- possible to 
justify, either in a moral, or in a legal point 
of view, his partial and oppressive - conduct 
towards Wilkes in 1763, when the Charges 
against him for publishing No. 45. of the 

North Briton,” and the Essay on Wo¬ 
man,” were tried in the Court of King’s 
Bench; while their author, wounded at the 
time in a Duel, was absent at Paris. Lord 
Mansfield’s enemies, not without some rea¬ 
son asserted, that he was better calculated to 
fill the Office of a Prator under Justinian, than 
to preside as a Chief Criminal Judge of this 
kingdom, in the reign of George the Third. 

Lord Loughborough, who owed to Lord 
North his recent elevation to the Peerage, 
constituted one of his ablest advocates, and 
most zealous supporters, in that House. Wed- 
derburn had risen through the gradations of 
the law, amidst the discussions of Parliament, 
side by side with Thurlow. More temperate, 
pliant, artful, and accommodating in his m.an- 
ners, than the Chancellor, he equalled that 
Nobleman in eloquence, if he did not even 
surpass him. Churchill, in one of his Satires, 
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has thought proper to describe Wedderburn, 
as “ Mute at the Bar, but in the Senate loud.” 
No man however in public life, possessed 
more versatility of talents, or abilities better 
adapted to every situation. He proved him¬ 
self as refined a Courtier at St; James’s, as he 
was an able lawyer at Westminster. His 
defence of Lord Clive, when under accusation 
before the House of Commons, at an earlier 
Period of His Ma-jesty’s Reign, augmented 
Wedderburn’s legal, as well as parliamentary 
reputation. It had been perpetually pro¬ 
gressive since that time, and rendered him, 
whether as a Member of the lower, or of the 
upper House, one of the most distinguished 
ornaments of the long Robe. 


Nor did the Opposition at this time want 
men of distinguished capacity, professional 
and political, in the House of Lords, though 
the Marquis of Rockingham was not to be 
accounted among the number. His rank, his 
integrity, and,his vast patrimonial property, 
rather than any intellectual endowments, had 
placed him at the head of his Party. During 
the short period of time when he formerly 
filled the post of First Lord of the Treasury, 
he had displayed more rectitude of intention, 
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than either vigor or ability. Even his Consti¬ 
tution and frame of body, appeared inadequate 
to the fatigues of an official situation, demand¬ 
ing energy and application. Lord Camden 
on the contrary, though much more advanced 
in years, had retained all the powers of his 
mind, combined with personal activity. In 
Debate, he might be esteemed equal to Lord 
Mansfield himself; while his exertions at 
every period of his life, in defence of the 
constitutional liberties of the Subject, gave 
him a sort of individual superiority to that 
Nobleman, and greatly endeared him to the 
Nation. His name, almost always united 
with the great Earl of Chatham, ever since 
the accession of George the Third, seemed 
inseparable from the idea of Freedom. 

If indefatigable and laborious pertinacity, 
could recommend to Office, or qualify for pub¬ 
lic Employment, few members of the upper 
House possessed a better title to that praise, 
than the Duke of Richmond. However li¬ 
mited might be the range of his ideas, he sup¬ 
plied in some measure by application, the defi¬ 
ciency of original talent. His person, manners, 
and address, were all full of dignity; and the 
personal Beauty which distinguished Made- 
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moisellede la Querouaille, mistress of Charles 
the Second, his great grandmother, was not 
become extinct in him. She is known to have 
retained her charms, down to a very late period 
of her life; and the fables related of Ninon de 
TEnclos, which Voltaire has exposed, were 
in some measure verified in the Duchess of 
Portsmouth. The late George Selwyn, who 
had seen her at Richmond House in the year 
1733;—for, she survived Charles the Second, 
near fifty years; assured me that she was even 
then possessed of many attractions, thougli 
verging towards fourscore. " Like his nephew, 
Mr. Fox, the Duke did not spare tlie King, 
when addressing the House of Lords; and he 
was considered as peculiarly obnoxious at St. 
James’s. Accused by his enemies, of want¬ 
ing personal courage, he manifested at least 
no defect of political resolution. At the East 
India House, in his quality of a Proprietor, 
no less than as a Peer of Parliament, at West¬ 
minster, he was ever active; vigilant in de¬ 
tecting and exposing abuses, real or imagi¬ 
nary; perpetually harrassing every Depart¬ 
ment with enquiries ; and attacking in turn, 
the Army, the Admiralty, and the Treasury. 

But, no individual in the upper House, 
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attracted so much national attention from his 
accomplishments, talents, and extensive in¬ 
formation on all subjects of foreign or domes¬ 
tic policy, as the Earl of Shelburne. In the 
prime of life, and in the full vigor of his 
faculties, he displayed, whenever he rose to 
speak, an intimate knowledge of Europe; 
together with such a variety of matter, as 
proved him eminently qualified to fill the 
highest official situation. At an early period 
of His Majesty’s reign, in 1766, he had oc¬ 
cupied with great and general approbation, 
the post of Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, during more than two years; 
and he might justly look forward, on any 
change of Ministers, to be again employed 
in a similar, or even in a higher place of trust 
and power. His acquaintance with the Con¬ 
tinent was minute and accurate, the result of 
ocular inspection on many points, corrected 
by reflexion; and improved by correspon¬ 
dence or communications with foreigners of 
eminence, whom he assiduously cultivated 
and protected. Mr. Fox himself was far in¬ 
ferior to Lord Shelburne, in these branches of 
information. Nor was that Nobleman less 
versed in all the principles of Finance and of 
Kevenue, than in the other objects of political 
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study that, form a Statesman. His house, 
or more properly to speak, his palace in 
Berkeley-square, which had formerly con¬ 
stituted the residence of the Earl of Butej 
formed at once the centre of a considerable 
Party, as well as the Asylum of taste and 
science. 

It is a fact, that during the latter years 
of Lord North’s Administration, he re¬ 
tained three or four Clerks in constant pay 
and employment, under,his own roof, who 
were solely occupied in copying State papers 
or Accounts. Every Measure of Finance, 
adopted by the first Minister, passed, if I may 
so express myself, through , the Alembic of 
Shelburne House, where it was examined and 
severely discussed. There, while Dunning 
and Barre met to settle their plan of action, 
as Members of Parliament on the Opposition 
Bench in the Flouse of Commons j Jackson, 
who likewise sat in the same Assembly, for 
New Romney, and the variety of whose in¬ 
formation had acquired him the name of 
“ Omniscient Jackson,” furnished every spe¬ 
cies of legal or general knowledge. Dr. Price 
and Mr. Baring produced financial plans, or 
made arithmetical Calculations, meant to 
controvert and overturn, or to expose, those 
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of the first Lord of the Treasury: while Dr. 
Priestley, who lived under the Earl of Shel¬ 
burne’s personal protection, (just as the cele¬ 
brated Hobbes had done at Chatsworth, under 
the immediate patronage of the Earls of De¬ 
vonshire, in the preceding Century;) pro¬ 
secuted in the midst of London, his philoso¬ 
phical and chemical researches. Nor ought 
I to omit in this list of extraordinary men, the 
distinguished names of Jervis, and of Jekyll; 
one of wdiom has risen to such naval Ho¬ 
nours 3 and the other has attained to an equal 
eminence at the Bar, as he enjoys from the 
charms of his conversation, in private Society. 

In his person, manners, and address, the 
Earl of Shelburne wanted no external quality 
requisite to captivate or conciliate mankind. 
Affable, polite, communicative, and courting 
popularity, he drew round him a number of 
followers or adherents. His personal courage . 
was indisputable. Splendid and hospitable 
at his table, he equally delighted his guests 
by the charms of his conversation and society. 
In his magnificent library, one of the finest 
of its kind in England, he could appear as a 
Philosopher and a man of letters. With such 
various endowments of mind, sustained by 
rank and fortune, he necessarily excited uni- 
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versal consideration, and seemed to be pointed 
out by Nature, for the first Employments. 
But, the confidence which his moral charac¬ 
ter inspired, did not equal the reputation of 
his abilities. His adversaries accused him of 
systematic duplicity and insincerity. They 
even asserted, that unless all the rules of Phy¬ 
siognomy were set at defiance, his very coun¬ 
tenance and features eloquently indicated 
falsehood. In order to fix upon him so in¬ 
jurious an imputation, they gave him the 
Epithet of Malagrida, from the name of a 
Portuguese Jesuit, well known in the modern 
History of that kingdom. And these insinua¬ 
tions, though not perhaps accompanied with 
proofs, were nevertheless, either from the cre¬ 
dulity, or from the malignity of mankind, 
widely circulated, as well as very generally 
believed, throughout the Nation. 

February.] Among the circumstances 
which will always render the Session of 1781 
peculiarly interesting to Posterity, must be 
accounted the active appearance of Pitt and 
of Sheridan, on the floor of the house of 
Commons. They both may be said to have 
commenced their brilliant parliamentary ca¬ 
reer, nearly at the same time, within a few 
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days of each other. Both spoke on the side 
of Opposition, and both .were received with 
marked approbation, by every part of their 
audience. I was present, when each of them 
rose for the first time. Pitt led the wa^’', on 
the second reading of Burke’s Bill for “ the 
“ Reform of the King’s Household i” which, 
though rejected in the last Session of the pre¬ 
ceding Parliament, its author did not the less 
bring forward anew, towards the close of the 
Month of February. He reiterated the same 
Encomiums on the enlightened retrenchments 
made by Necker, with which he had enter¬ 
tained the House, in 1780; extolled the dis¬ 
cernment of Louis the Sixteenth, in making 
choice of such a ^Minister, for Superintendant 
of the Finances; and asserted, that the selec¬ 
tion would produce more substantial benefit, 
as well as more solid glory to his reign, than 
had resulted from all the deeds of Henry the 
Fourth. But, the Measures adopted by an 
arbitrar}’^ Prince for maintaining a war, in 
which, contrary to every maxim of wise 
policy, no less than by the subversion of all 
Treaties subsisting between France and Eng¬ 
land, he had engaged with us; did not appear, 
in the Opinion of impartial jMen, to form a 
proper model for our imitation. After a De- 



1781 .] 


MEMOIRS. 


6-5 


bate of considerable length, the Bill was re¬ 
jected by a majority of forty-three Votes, in 
a very full House. Great expectations hav¬ 
ing been formed of Pitt, a sort of anxious 
impatience for his coming forward, pervaded 
the Assembly ; which was strongly impressed 
from common report, with a belief of his 
hereditary talents and eloquence. He un¬ 
questionably commenced under most auspi¬ 
cious circumstances; his Birth, and his Name, 
by resuscitating as it were the first Earl of 
Chatham, whose memory awakened such ani¬ 
mating recollections, preparing every Ear to be 
attentive; and thus removing all the impedi¬ 
ments that present themselves in the way of 
ordinary men, when attempting to address 
Parliament. But, sanguine as might be the 
opinions entertained of his ability, he far ex¬ 
ceeded them ; seeming to attain at his outset, 
that object, which other Candidates for public 
fame or favour, slowly and laboriously effect, 
by length of time and regular gradations. 

It was in reply to Lord Xugent that Pitt 
first broke silence, from under the Gallery on 
the Opposition side of the House. The same 
composure, self-possession, and imposing dig¬ 
nity of manner, which afterwards so eminetu- 
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ly . characterized him when seated on the 
Treasur}'^ Bench; distinguished him in this 
first essay of his powers, though he then 
wanted three months to have compleated his 
twenty-second year. The same nervous, cor¬ 
rect, and polished diction, free from any in¬ 
accuracy of language, .or embarrassment of 
deportment, which, as First Minister, he sub¬ 
sequently displayed, were equally manifested 
on this occasion. Formed for a popular As¬ 
sembly, he seemed made to guide its deliber¬ 
ations, from the first moment that he addressed 
the members composing it. But, a circum¬ 
stance which will more forcibly exemplify 
this assertion, than any description, I must 
not omit. Lord George Germain having oc¬ 
casion to make some verbal communication 
to AVelbore Ellis, who sat near him, they con¬ 
tinued during a few moments to whisper each 
other, while Mr. Pitt was speaking. Offend¬ 
ed at such an apparent inattention on the 
part of two individuals so high in Office, he 
suddenly suspended his discourse; and then 
looking round upon the House, which was all 
ear, he said, with a manner, and in a tone, 
still more impressive than the reproof, “ I 
shall wait till the Agamemnon of the present 
“ day, has finished his consultation with the 
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" Nestor of the Treasury Bench.” The ob¬ 
servation, which, independent of its classic 
beauty, and its severity, arose from an acci¬ 
dent impossible to have been foreseen, it was 
obvious, could not therefore be premeditated; 
and its effect, not only on the two persons to 
whom it was specially directed, but on the 
House at large, was electrick. Lord George 
and Mr. Ellis, in some confusion, instantly 
resumed their former attitudes, and Mr. Pitt 
experienced no further interruption. 

All men beheld in him at once a future 
Minister; and the Opposition, overjoyed at 
such an accession of strength, vyed with each 
other in their Encomiums, as well as in their 
predictions of his certain elevation. Burke, 
exclaimed, that “ he was not merely a chip 

of the old block, but the old block itself.” 
Nor did Fox do less justice to the talents of 
this new competitor for power, popularity, 
and employment. Having carried him to 
Brookes’s Club, a few days afterwards, Pitt 
was elected a Member of that society; which 
then comprehended almost all the men of rank 
and great talents throughout the Kingdom, 
who were engaged in parliamentary Opposi¬ 
tion to Ministers. It is a fact, that Pitt re- 
F 2 
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mained during several years, a member of 
Brookes’s; but he rarely, if ever, appeared 
there, after he came into Office. So nice 
was his tact, so deep his penetration, and in. 
so different a mould was he cast from Fox,, 
that even on his first reception in St. James’s- 
street, though it was of the most flattering 
description, he was not dazzled nor won by 
it. On the contrary he held back, and never 
coalesced with that Party, beyond external 
appearances. Fox himself soon perceived the 
coldness of his new ally, for whom Play had 
no attractions: but neither he nor Burke 
were probably aware of the profound and re¬ 
gulated, but soaring Ambition, which ani¬ 
mated him to aspire, without passing through 
any intermediate stage, to the first Employ¬ 
ments of the State. Still less could they ap-. 
prehend or foresee, that he would form during 
the greater part of their future lives, the prin¬ 
cipal and insurmountable bar to their own at¬ 
tainment, or permanent enjoyment, of Office. 

Mr. Pitt, when he thus rose for the first 
time, represented the Borough of Appleby in 
Westmoreland, and was indebted for his seat 
in the House, to Sir James Lowtherj whose 
property and parliamentary influence, which. 
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in the Counties of Cumberland and Westmore¬ 
land were immense, enabled him to bring 
seven or eight Members into that Assembly. 
Sir James was rewarded by Mr. Pitt, for this, 
and for other services, with an English Earl¬ 
dom, little more than three years afterwards. 
But he eagerly embraced the first occasion 
which presented itself, to obtain a more inde¬ 
pendent Seat in Parliament, and to eman¬ 
cipate himself from any dependance on, or 
personal connexion with, the Lowther Fa¬ 
mily. The matrimonial alliance of Sir James 
with Lord Bute, one of whose daughters he 
had married; the name of Lowther, which 
had been rendered unpopular, if not odious, 
by the memorable contest with the Duke of 
Portland, in the beginning of the present 
reign; and even the character of Sir James 
Lowther himself, tyrannical, overbearing, vio¬ 
lent, and frequently under no restraint of 
temper, or of reason;—all these combined 
motives impelled Mr. Pitt to seek elsewhere, 
a more independent title to call himself one 
of the representatives of the People; particu¬ 
larly after his elevation to the head of the 
Treasury. He was nevertheless compelled to 
wait for such an occasion, till the Dissolu¬ 
tion of Parliament in March, 1784; during 
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all which period he sat for Appleby, even 
when Chancellor of the Exchequer, under 
Lord Shelburne’s Administration, and after¬ 
wards when first Lord of the Treasury. At 
length, in the Spring of 1784, his ministerial 
weight, rather than his individual qualities 
and interest, enabled him to turn out Lord 
John Townsend, (then Mr. John Townsend), 
and to place himself at the head of the Poll 
for the University of Cambridge; an Election, 
and a Seat, in every sense gratifying to his 
feelings. 

It was not, indeed, to the personal friend¬ 
ship of Sir James Lovvther, that he originally 
owed his entrance into the House of Com¬ 
mons. He was indebted for that advantage, 
which conducted him with such rapidity, to 
the highest Offices of ^tate, principally, if 
not solely, to the late Duke of Rutland, a 
Nobleman of nearly the same age as Mr. 
Pitt. The early intimacy which subsisted 
between them at the University of Cam¬ 
bridge, was cemented by the political ties 
that had formerly united their fathers, the 
Marquis of Granby, and the Earl of Chatham, 
during the reign of George the Second. As 
every circumstance, connected with the public 
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life and career of such a man as Mr. Pitt, 
becomes interesting j I shall relate from my 
own personal knowledge, some facts not un¬ 
deserving of commemoration, upon this sub¬ 
ject. 

Among the persons who were admitted to 
the familiarity of the late Duke of Rutland, 
and who had access to him at almost all hours, 
about this time, was a man of the name of 
Kirkpatrick, then well known on the Turf at 
Newmarket. Possessing a small property at 
Penrith, in the County of Cumberland, within 
a few miles of Lowther Hall, he was much 
protected by Sir James Lowther, with whom 
he maintained a constant and habitual in¬ 
tercourse. The Duke and Sir James, both, 
treated him as a sort of Buffoon, who diverted 
them by his Eccentricities; and he was fre¬ 
quently employed between them, on private 
errands or messages. During the Autumn of 
the year 1780, the Duke dispatched Kirk¬ 
patrick from his house in Arlington-street, to 
Sir James Lowther, who resided in Charles- 
street, Berkeley-square; with a verbal re¬ 
quest, that “ Sir James would do him the 
“ favour, if possible, to reserve a Seat among 
“ his Boroughs, for a friend of the Duke’s, 
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‘‘ Mr. William Pitt, a younger son of the 
“ Earl of Chatham.” Kirkpatrick has often 
related to me, the particulars of his interview 
and conversation with Sir. James Lowther, 
whom he found in the act of shaving himself. 
“ Well, Kirk,” for so he was always deno¬ 
minated; said Sir James, “ what may’ be 
“ your business?” ‘‘ 1 am come from Ar- 
“ lington-street,” answered he, “ with a mes- 
“ sage to you from the Duke.” “ What are 
“ his commands?” replied Sir James. “ He 
“ requests that you will oblige him, by re- 
“ serving a seat for a friend of his, Mr. Pitt, 
“ Lord Chatham’s brother, a young gentle- 
‘‘ man of vast abilities, whom the Duke 
“ wishes to bring into Parliament.” “ I wish 
“ he had sent sooner to me;” returned he; 
‘‘ Is he very anxious about it, Kirk ?” ‘‘ Ex- 
“ ceedingly so, you may be assured.” “ Then 
go back to the Duke,” was his reply, “ and 
“ tell him that I will see him in the course of 
“ this day, and we will talk the matter over 
together.” Kirkpatrick carried back the 
answer: Sir James Lowther and the Duke of 
Rutland having met, the eventual conse¬ 
quence of their interview was, that Mr. Pitt 
came in for Appleby, Not, however, at the 
General Election which took place in Sep- 
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tember, 1780. Mr. William Lowther, the 
present Earl of Lonsdale, ■ having succeeded 
in making his election for Carlisle, as well as 
for Appleby, vacated his seat for the latter 
place, after the meeting of Parliament, and 
Mr. Pitt was then returned for that Borough. 
This event did not happen before the be¬ 
ginning of 1781, towards the close of January, 
when he took the oaths and his seat. He 
remained silent about five weeks, before he 
rose and pronounced his first Speech. 

Having been brought up, as is universally 
known, to the profession of the law, he went 
the Western Circuit, as a Barrister, in the 
Spring of the year 1780. But he unquestion¬ 
ably meditated very early in Life, a shorter, 
and more brilliant, though perhaps not a less 
laborious, mode of attaining to personal and 
political Elevation. He could not be igno¬ 
rant of the prodigious powers with which na¬ 
ture had endowed him; which talents, his 
father, who must equally have perceived them, 
had cultivated with the utmost care. A son 
of the great Earl of Chatham, however nar¬ 
row might be his fortune, yet could not ex¬ 
perience much difficulty in procuring en¬ 
trance into the House of Commons; and 
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never was any juncture more propitious for 
his surmounting all the ordinary impediments 
in the way to high Employment. In 1781, 
Lord North palpably and evidently verged 
towards his extinction as First Minister. 
With him, it was obvious, all his Colleagues 
in the Cabinet must pass away, and a new 
order of things would arise. America having 
nearly effected her emancipation. Peace, it 
was probable, would follow that event, at no 
great distance of time. The King was un¬ 
popular ; while Fox had become an object of 
general attachment throughout the Country, 
in defiance of his excesses, principally by the 
steady opposition which he had given to the 
American War. But, both those circum¬ 
stances rendered him odious to His Majesty, 
who disliked his political principles, and re¬ 
probated his personal irregularities. Lord 
Rockingham, and the Duke of Portland, were 
only great names, and heads of a Party. It 
was impossible for the Sovereign, even if he 
had wished it, to call the Duke of Grafton 
back to Office: Lord Bute himself would 
have been less obnoxious to the Country. No 
individual in either House of Parliament, ex¬ 
cept Lord Shelburne, remained therefore, who 
could rationally aspire to succeed Lord North, 
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unless by violence, and against the King’s 
inclination. 

Mr. Pitt’s youth might indeed seem 
at first sight, an insurmountable impedi¬ 
ment to his being placed in a Cabinet Of¬ 
fice, without first passing through the inter¬ 
mediate stages. But, common rules and pre¬ 
cedents did not apply to him, whose here¬ 
ditary claims to national regard, as the living 
represen^tive of that great Minister who had 
humbled the House of Bourbon, disposed all 
men to consider him with predilection. Mr. 
Fox derived no such moral inheritance from 
his father; whose memory, far from being 
embalmed in the veneration of the English 
People, laboured on the contrary, under im¬ 
putations of peculation the most generally 
diffused. There existed therefore, no solid 
obstacle to Mr. Pitt’s speedy attainment, 
even of the greatest Ministerial situations, in 
the course of a very short time. And when 
we contemplate the range of his mind, the 
very limited fortune that he possessed, the 
coldness of his constitution, the dominion 
which he exercised over his passions, the ex¬ 
pansion of his intellect, the splendor of his 
Eloquence, and the immeasurable Ambition or 
thirst of power which impelled him ; we may 
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give him credit for having, almost as soon as 
he came into Parliament, foreseen, antici¬ 
pated, and confidently calculated on, his soon 
reaching the object of his exertions. 

I have been assured, that while going the 
Circuit to which I have alluded, he was re¬ 
tained as Junior Counsel in a Cause, with a 
small Fee, by Mr. James Dutton, who be¬ 
came, a short time subsequent. Member for 
the County of Glocester. After this first ac¬ 
quaintance made with each other, they met 
however no more, except in Parliament, till 
the.beginning of the year 1784. At that time 
Mr. Pitt, who, though First Lord of the Trea¬ 
sury and Chancellor of the Exchequer, could 
not command a Majority in the House of 
Commons, where he held his power by a most 
precarious tenure; was anxiously looking 
round for assistance and support. Mr. Dutton 
having requested an interview, then waited on 
him as First Minister, and stated, that he was 
disposed, as well as desirous, to support His 
Majesty’s Government: but, that as it was 
highly probable, or rather almost certain, the 
conflict between the two parties, must pro¬ 
duce a speedy Dissolution of Parliament, if 
Mr. Pitt.retained his Office ; and as it would 
be most inconvenient for him to stand a con- 
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tested Election for Glocestershire; he there¬ 
fore hoped to obtain, the conditional promise 
of being recommended to His Majesty for a 
Peerage, in return for his interest and vote. 
To this proposition Mr. Pitt replied, that he 
should be happy to receive Mr. Dutton’s aid, 
and should always retain a becoming remem¬ 
brance of his friendship or assistance ; but 
that he did not desire, and could not accept 
it, under such a condition, to which he could 
in no degree accede, nor would come under 
any engagement of the proposed nature. 
With that high spirited and laconic answer, so 
analogous to his character, he dismissed Mr. 
Dutton; who wisely, however, trusting to his 
political gratitude, voted with him on every 
Division, during the critical period which fol¬ 
lowed. Nor did he miscalculate his interests: 
for, within four months afterwards, in May 
of the same year, he received his reward, 
being created a Peer, by the title of Lord 
Shireborne. 

Sheridan, on the other hand, notwithstand¬ 
ing the extent and variety of his endowments, 
which many persons may perhaps consider to 
have been even superior to those of Mr. Pitt 
himself; did not instantly take possession of 
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the House in the same commanding manner. 
The reason was obvious. Though Sheridan 
manifested, from the first time that he pre¬ 
sented himself to public notice as a Speaker, 
the greatest talents for Debate ; yet he found 
many impediments, prejudices, and obstacles, 
to surmount in his progress. It is likewise to 
be remarked, that Mr. Pitt, when he rose for 
the first time, spoke m reply. Sheridan, who, 
though he had previously risen in the House, 
may be said to have commenced his career by 
introducing three Motions, respecting “ the 
“ interference of an armed Force in suppress- 
ing the Riots of June, 1780;” must natur¬ 
ally have arranged his ideas with more order 
and precision, than it was possible to do in 
answer to a preceding Speech. In fact, he 
won his way by superior talent, temper, wit, 
and argument, which enabled him to triumph 
over every difficulty. Mr. Pitt might be said to 
descend, as from an eminence, on the House. 
Sheridan laboured up hill, with slow, but uni¬ 
form pace, sustained altogether by his own 
prodigious abilities, and by Fox’s steady friend¬ 
ship. His father, though a man of genius, 
could lend him no assistance. Old Sheridan 
was, on the contrary, in such contracted cir- 
citmstances, as to have been compelled, for 
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his support, some years after the period of 
which I am now speaking, to give Lectures, 
at a very low price, on dramatic Elocution or 
Declamation, at a public room, in Gerrard- 
street, Soho. Henderson, the celebrated Ac¬ 
tor, was, I believe, his Co-adjutor. 

No individual in my time, Burke himself not 
excepted, owed less to fortune, or was more 
indebted to nature, for his vast reputation and 
success, than Sheridan. He did not, how¬ 
ever, succeed in the object of his Speech, 
which evidently meant to throw a severe, 
though an indirect censure, on the Sovereign, 
as well as on the Administration, for issuing 
those Orders which had rescued London from 
the last effects of violence and outrage. Lord 
North disdained either to demand, or to accept, 
indemnity for an act, which, he was conscious, 
merited the highest commendation; and the. 
House rejected by a large Majority, the only 
one of Sheridan’s three Motions that he ven¬ 
tured to submit to a Division. It may indeed 
justly excite some astonishment, that any 
Body of men should attempt to call into ques¬ 
tion, the rectitude and propriety of a measure, 
only applied at the last extremity, in order to 
rescue the Capital from inevitable conflagra¬ 
tion, and public Credit from total subversion. 
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But, never were the powers of Government 
fallen into such debility, as towards the close 
of the American war. Nor ever did Opposi¬ 
tion venture to treat Pitt, or Addington, or 
Perceval, with the contumelious personality, 
which Fox and Burke used towards Lord 
North, on a variety of occasions. 

March.] That Minister, though supported 
by a Parliament newly elected, and though 
he had carried the Address to the Throne at 
the commencement of the Session, by sixty- 
nine Votes, yet was by no means master of 
its deliberations. He retained, indeed, a Ma¬ 
jority, which might be esteemed consider¬ 
able; but it was nevertheless fluctuating, 
precarious, and destitute of confidence in 
their Leader. The Minority, on the con¬ 
trary, who augmented, every Month, in num¬ 
bers and animation, considered the termina¬ 
tion of the American War, as the term of the ‘ 
existence of the Administration ; and they 
already predicted, as well as anticipated with 
certainty, the ill success of Lord Cornwallis’s 
Expedition against the Southern Provinces. 
Notwithstanding, indeed, some faint gleams of 
hope and of success, which appeared in the 
Spring of 1781; few, except the most sanguine, 
continued to expect the reduction of Arne- 
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rica to obedience, by the British arms. Em¬ 
boldened by the disastrous state of foreign 
affairs, and availing themselves of the unpo¬ 
pularity of the Ministry, the Opposition at¬ 
tacked in the severest terms, Lord North’s 
financial Measures. The Loan which he h^d 
recently negotiated, having risen suddenly to 
a prodigious Praemium, became a subject of 
bitter invective, as profuse, improvident, and 
constituting a systematic engine of Parlia¬ 
mentary corruption. And though the Bargain 
which had been made, was ultimately main¬ 
tained by a Majority of more than fifty Votes; 
yet the impression produced by Opposition, 
both in, and out of the Plouse, announced 
an approaching Crisis, however it might still 
be suspended or protracted by a. variety of 
events. 

I cannot too often repeat, while dwelling on 
^is period of our History, that no virtues of 
the Sovereign, however eminent, and no abi¬ 
lity of Administration, however recognized, 
could stem the unpopularity of the American 
War. With the two exceptions of Johnson 
and of Gibbon, the former of whom defended 
in print, the measures of Government, in the 
beginning of the contest; and the latter, after 
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drawing up the Manifesto issued against Spain 
in 1779, voted, as a Member of the House of 
Commons, in support of Lord North, through¬ 
out the whole progress of hostilities; all the 
eminent or shining talents of the Country, led 
on by Burke, were marshalled in support of 
the Colonies. The aid of Poetry alone 
seemed wanting to compleat the delusipnj 
or at least, the Impression. Just at this 
time, the marriage of Lord Althorpe, (the 
present Earl Spencer,) with Miss Lavinia 
Bingharh, took places an event which I only 
mention incidentally,.as it gave birth to one 
of the most beautiful lyric productions in the 
English language. Mr. Jones, better known 
afterwards as Sir William Jones, emulating at 
once the fame of Milton and of Gray, in 
‘‘ The Muse recalled,” reminded us of some 
of the most touching passages of ‘‘ Lycidas,” 
and of The Bard.” He, too, lent his 
powerful assistance to the cause of Rebellion. 
Like Goldsmith^ who, ten years earlier, erro¬ 
neously assumed, in his ‘‘ Deserted Village,” 
as the Basis of his Poem, that population 
and rural happiness were abandoning Eng¬ 
land 3 Jones carried his assumption in our 
disfavour, to a still greater length. Juvenal, 
though he .wrote under Domitian, only asserts 
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that female modesty and justice withdrew 
from Earth to Heaven, after the extinction of 
Saturn’s reign: 

Paulatim deinde ad superos Astraea recessit, 

Hac comite, atque duae pariter fugere sorores.” 

But, Jones, after lamenting that “ Freedom 
“ and Concord repudiate the sons of Albion,” 
carries off all the Virtues from this degenerate 
Island: 

“ Truth, justice, reason, valour, with them fly. 

To seek a purer soil, a more congenial sky.” 

And to what Country did they direct their 
Flight.? Impelled by the prejudice which 
then prevailed, and borne on the wings of 
poetic Fiction, as well as of Party violence, 
he transports these Virtues to the Chesapeake, 
and the Delaware: 

Beyond the vast Atlantic deep, 

A dome by viewless Genii shall be rais’d, 

The walls of Adamant, compact and steep. 

The portals with sky-tinctured Gems emblaz’d. 
Tliere on a lofty Throne shall Virtue stand : 

To her the youth of Delaware shall kneel; 

And when her smiles rain plenty o’er the land, 
Bow, Tyrants, bow beneath th’ avenging Steel 
G 2 



84 


HISTORICAL 


[1781. 


Here, in a fine frenzy of Inspiration, he 
seems to behold as in a vision, the modern 
Washington^ and the Congress met, after suc¬ 
cessfully throwing off all subjection to Great 
Britain. George the Third is pretty clearly 
designated in the last line, apostrophizing 
Tyrants. It was not, however. Civil Liberty, 
but independence of the mother Country 5 
it was not Freedom, but emancipation from 
the parent stock, that America emulated to 
attain by Arms. She might have been ad¬ 
mitted to participate in the blessings of our 
free Constitution j but she must then have 
paid her pecuniary debts to British subjects, 
all which became liquidated in the Cruci¬ 
ble of Insurrection. Burke, within ten years 
after the conclusion of the American War, 
found out his error, when he beheld the 
French Revolution spring from the ashes of 
Hancock and Adams. He then endeavoured, 
as he said, “ to trim the Boat at the other 
‘‘ end.” Mr. Fox never could discover any 
thing wrong, either in the one, or in the other 
Revolution. We have lived to behold the 
virtuous American Government, within thirty 
years from the period of their emancipation, 
voluntarily become the accomplices and allies 
of the most sanguinary, flagitious, and obdu- 
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rate Tyrant, who ever appeared among men. 
We have seen this virtuous People yoke them¬ 
selves to his Car, when he was setting out for 
Moscow, in opposition to the united strug¬ 
gles of all Europe for deliverance; thus en¬ 
deavouring, as far as their power extended, 
to cement by our destruction, his detestable 
empire. Madison, unlike Thrasibulus or 
Brutus, only aspired to uphold and perpetuate 
the dominion of his Corsican Master. It will 
demand Ages to wipe out the stain of such 
national turpitude, from the American Annals. 
But, under Lord North’s Administration, the 
Insurgents beyond the Atlantic, were gene¬ 
rally seen through the most partial and favour¬ 
able Medium: while Philip the Second, in his 
attempt to extinguish all the rights of human 
nature among his subjects in the Netherlands, 
was hardly stigmatized with severer Epithets, 
than the Opposition applied to the King of 
Great Britain. 

The consideration of East India affairs, 
winch . formed one of the most important 
objects of the Session, engrossed universal 
attention. As early as February, a Select 
Committee having been appointed, ostensibly 
for the exclusive purpose of reporting on the 
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state and abuses of the Supreme Court of Ju¬ 
dicature in Bengal, General Richard Smith 
was placed at their head, as Chairman. His 
local knowledge of India, seemed to qualify 
him in some measure for the situation. He 
had acquired a large fortune, while in that part 
of the world ; but, which, lie was supposed to 
have squandered since his return. Though 
destitute of the advantages of education, he 
did not by any means want parts j and he dis¬ 
played some talent in addressing the House. 
But as the Committee allowed themselves to 
become subservient to the purposes of Party, 
and particularly to be made the instrument of 
personal enmities or resentments, they soon 
degenerated into an engine of private attack, 
and of individual persecution. 

April.] Intelligence of Hyder Ally’s inva¬ 
sion of the Carnatic, followed by the defeat 
of the British forces under Fletcher and 
Baillie, which reached London in April, 
spread universal consternation. In order 
fully to appreciate the extent of that cala¬ 
mity, and its operation on the public mind, 
we rhust recollect the state of the British Em¬ 
pire, at the period under our review. The 
fabrick seemed to be every-where collapsing 
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by its own weight, or yielding to external at¬ 
tack. In the Western Hemisphere, America 
might be considered as already lost. Many 
of the Windward and Leeward Islands were 
reduced to the obedience of France 5 and the 
remainder, it was thought, must speedily fall. 
Jamaica itself appeared insecure. At home, 
the public Funds experienced a progressive 
depressionj while Ireland taking up arms, 
demanded freedom, sword in hand. Cadiz 
and Brest had been crowded with our cap¬ 
tured Merchantmen, to whom the English 
Navy no longer afforded its accustomed pro¬ 
tection. Under these circumstances, the eyes 
and hopes of all men were turned towards the 
East, as the only quarter from which we might 
expect relief. But, there, a combination of 
European and Asiatic enemies, aided by in¬ 
ternal Rebellion, and fomented by discord 
among the Members of the Supreme Govern¬ 
ment, threatened the subversion of our power 
on the Ganges, no less than on the Coast of 
Coromandel. Hastings quitting Calcutta, 
had repaired to Benares, in order to arrest the 
progress of Cheyt Sing’s revolt. At Madras, 
the Government of Rumbold was become 
odious for rapacity, and despicable from its 
Incapacity or pusillanimity. Nor must it be 
forgotten, that we then neither possessed the 
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Gape of Good Hope, nor Ceylon, nor Guze- 
rat, nor the Islands of Mauritius and Bour¬ 
bon, nor Java, nor the Moluccas. Even the 
Carnatic belonged, not to us, but to our Ally, 
the Nabob of Arcot. With the Mharatta 
Empire we were at war. The rich Countries 
of Mysore and of Bidnoor, occupying a 
central portion of the Peninsula, extending 
through several degrees of Latitude along the 
Malabar Coast, and intersecting all commu¬ 
nication by land, between the two Presiden¬ 
cies of Madras and of Bombay;—these Terri¬ 
tories, so calculated to annoy us, were then 
subjected to a martial, enterprizing, and ac¬ 
tive Prince, animated by determined hostility 
to the English, assisted by French Engineers, 
and himself habituated to the European sys¬ 
tem of Tactics. His Cavalry bursting in 
through the defiles of the Mountains of the 
Ghauts, overran the fertile plains of the Car¬ 
natic and of Tanjore, bearing down all resis¬ 
tance. Madras itself, invested by the enemy, 
was scarcely preserved from falling into Hy- 
der’s possession; and it must be confessed 
that the British Dominions in Hindostan, 
shook to their foundation. 

. May.] Such was the impression produced 
by this unexpected event, which seemed im- 
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peratively to call for measures of energy, that 
it gave rise to the appointment of a Secret 
Committee in the House of Commons, moved 
for by the First Minister himself. The Lord 
Advocate of Scotland, Mr. Dundas, being 
constituted their Chairman, they were spe¬ 
cially charged to inquire into the causes of 
the war existing in the Carnatic. Notwith¬ 
standing the severe animadversions levelled 
by the Opposition, on the Majority of the 
names chosen; several of the Members were 
men of equal ability and integrity, whose 
Reports distinctly pointed out the origin, and 
indicated the remedy, for those abuses, or 
acts of mal-administration, which had pro¬ 
duced such complicated distress on the Coast 
of Coromandel. Lord North, in the critical 
and perilous condition of the East India 
Company, unable to obtain from the Pro¬ 
prietors, or from the Court of Directors, such 
advantageous pecuniary terms for the renewal 
of their Charter, as he thought the Nation 
was authorized to demand; had recourse to 
his ordinary palliative. Procrastination. He 
renewed the Charter for a very limited pe¬ 
riod 'j and by that Measure eventually ori¬ 
ginated the memorable Bill of Fox, towards 
the close of 1783, which produced such 
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national convulsions, terminated by the com- 
pleat destruction of the “ Coalition Minis¬ 
try.” 

June.] Towards the middle of June, Fox, 
strenuously supported by Pitt, made an inef¬ 
fectual effort for compelling the Administra¬ 
tion to abandon the further prosecution of the 
American War, and to conclude peace with 
the Colonies. Neither the House, nor the 
Nation, though both were weary of the con¬ 
test, could however be induced to relinquish 
it, while Lord Cornwallis seemed to be advanc¬ 
ing with his army, through the central Pro¬ 
vinces, towards the Chesapeake. Fox’s Mo¬ 
tion was rejected by a Majority of seventy- 
three. But, the most interesting Debate of 
the Session, and in many points of view, one 
of the most interesting Discussions which I 
ever witnessed in the House of Commons, 
took place on the Motion for amending, or in 
fact virtually repealing, “ The Marriage Act.” 
It stood altogether unconnected with Minis¬ 
ters, or with Party politics, though originated 
by Fox, at a very advanced period of the 
year. The Question seemed in itself to be 
not less philosophical and moral, than a Mea¬ 
sure of State, or an object of policy. Never 
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did Fox appear to me in a more elevated 
light, than on that occasion, while pleading 
the Cause of his fellow-subjects at large, 
against the shackles and impediments op¬ 
posed, as he asserted, by Aristocracy, family 
pride, and wealth, to the matrimonial union 
of two persons of dissimilar rank and condi¬ 
tion. His father. Lord Holland, for whom he 
nourished the warmest filial affection, had 
manifested similar sentiments. General Bur- 
goyne, who supported the Bill, and whose 
Eloquence was usually tame, as well as desti¬ 
tute of entertainment, seemed to rise above 
himself, and to be inspired by the subject. 
On the other hand, Burke, with no less abi¬ 
lity than Fox, and with equal powers of 
argument, appealed to many of the strongest 
passions of the human mind, while he op¬ 
posed the Measure brought forward by his 
friend. They completely diverged on this 
occasion, in opposite directions; each dis¬ 
playing uncommon ingenuity. Enthusiasm, 
and profound reasoning, in their respective 
Speeches. Lord North, as might be expected, 
inclined to oppose every innovation on the 
Marriage Act; and there could have been 
little doubt, as far as the temper of the House 
manifested itself, that Fox’s Bill would have 
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been rejected by a great Majority, if the 
sense of the Members present had been 
taken upon it. But no Division was de¬ 
manded; and Fox, abandoning it for the 
present, pledged himself, if ever he should 
come into Power, to renew the Motion from 
the Treasury Bench. This pledge he never, 
indeed, redeemed: but if we reflect, for how 
short a time he continued in Oflice, when 
Secretary of State in 1782, as well as in 
1783, together with the multiplicity of mat¬ 
ter which then pressed upon him; we can¬ 
not wonder, though it is possible we may 
regret, his not having resumed the subject. 

July.] Many circumstances contributed to 
sustain, and to prolong, the duration of Lord 
North’s Administration, notwithstanding the 
misfortunes and disgraces which continued 
annually to mark its progress. The Mu¬ 
tiny in the Pensylvania Line, which for a 
moment seemed to menace the American 
Congress with internal revolt, during the 
Spring of 1781; Lord Cornwallis’s victory 
over Greene, at Guilford; followed by Lord 
Rawdon’s advantage gained over the same 
General at Camden, two Places situate in 
North and South Carolina; lastly, the ex- 
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pectations formed from the advance of the 
British Forces into the Province of Virgi¬ 
nia :—all these events held the minds of men 
in suspense, till the Prorogation of Par¬ 
liament in July, allowed the Minister to 
retire for some time, from the scene, of his 
political exertion. The Province of West 
Florida had nevertheless been conquered by 
Spam, while France reduced to its subjection 
the Island of Tobago. Our only acquisition 
consisted in the seizure of the defenceless 
Island of St. Eustatius in the West Indies, 
belonging to the Dutch , a capture which 
served to cover Rodney and Vaughan, the 
Naval and Military Commanders in Chief, 
with Obloquy, on . account of their severe 
treatment of the inhabitants. Even on the 
element of the Sea, every encounter which 
we had with the enemy, from its indecisive 
nature, rather tended to augment their cou¬ 
rage, as well as to stimulate their enterprize. 

August.] The severest naval Action which 
took place during the whole course of the 
American War, was the battle fought at this 
time between Parker and Zoutman, who 
commanded the English and Dutch Squa¬ 
drons in the North Sea, off the Dogger 
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Bank. But, it bore no resemblance in its 
results, to the glorious victory obtained 
in our time, by Duncan, at Camper- 
down; and might more aptly be compared 
with the sanguinary, though indecisive con¬ 
flicts for superiority, which distinguished 
Charles the Second’s Reign; when the Navies 
of Holland were led by Tromp and Ruyter, 
while those of England were conducted by 
James, Duke of York, by Prince Rupert, 
and by Montague, first Earl of Sandwich. 
On this occasion, the King, departing from 
the ordinary line of his conduct, embarked 
on the Thames, accompanied by the Prince 
of Wales, and descended the river to the 
Nore, where he visited Admiral Parker, on 
board his ship, the ‘‘ Fortitude.” One of 
the defects attributed to His Majesty’s natu¬ 
ral Character, but, which perhaps principally 
resulted from his secluded Education during 
his Grandfather’s Life, and the retired habits 
which he then imbibed under Lord Bute’s 
tuition; was his supposed reluctance to be¬ 
come personally acquainted with the People 
over whom he reigned. His enemies described 
him as a Prince averse to all communication 
with his Subjects, except at a Levee. Thus 
the “ Heroic Epistle” exclaims. 
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** Our sons some slave of greatness may behold, 

Cast in the genuine Asiatic mould, 

Who of three realms shall condescend to know 
No more than he can spy from Windsor’s brow.” 

Yet when the King, bursting for the first 
time since his accession to the Throne, 
through the restraints which he imposed on 
himself, went down to Portsmouth in June, 
1773> to inspect his fleet j with what severe 
raillery did not the same Poem endeavour to 
expose him to derision ? 

** There shall he see, as other folks have seen, 

That ships have anchors, and that seas are green; 
Shall count the tackling trim, the streamers fine, 
With Bradshaw prattle, and with Sandwich dine; 
And then row back, amidst the cannon’s roar. 

As safe, as sage, as when he left the shore.” 

But it would only argue folly to deny, that 
during the first twenty-three years of his 
reign, from 1761, as soon as Lord Bute came 
into Power, down to the end of 1783, when 
Fox brought forward the East India Bill,” 
George the Third was most unpopular. His 
Subjects, however, made him ample amends 
for so long withholding from him the testimo¬ 
nies of their affection, by the general and 
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unbounded attachment which they have since 
manifested towards him, down to the moment 
when he ceased to sway the Sceptre. 

September.] Admiral Darby, who conti¬ 
nued to command the Channel Fleet, had 
successfully relieved Gibraltar, during the 
course of the Spring, when reduced to great 
extremity. But, in the Autumn, our nume¬ 
rical inferiority compelled that Commander 
to take refuge in Torbay 5 while the combined 
French and Spanish Fleets, for the third time 
since the beginning of the War, occupied the 
entrance of the British Channel, and even 
meditated to attack us, as we lay at anchor 
on our own Coast. So low was the naval 
power of England reduced, towards the con¬ 
clusion of Lord North’s Administration, amidst 
the exhausture and calamities occasioned by 
the American War ! But, towards America 
itself, all eyes were anxiously turned; where, 
it became evident, affairs rapidly tended to 
some great and decisive Crisis. Lord Corn¬ 
wallis having advanced into the Province of 
Virginia in June, finally established himself 
at York Town in August. No position could 
have been more judiciously chosen; and it 
might unquestionably have been maintained 
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under every disadvantage, against the united 
force of America and of France, if a chain of 
fortuitous accidents, rather than a series of 
able or well combined Measures, had not led 
to the unavoidable Catastrophe which termi¬ 
nated the war. De Grasse, who commanded 
the French Fleet, was not less favored by for¬ 
tune, in finding the mouth of the Chesapeake 
unoccupied, on his arrival there from the 
West Indies j than he derived aid from the 
delays that prevented the English Squadron 
under Graves, from anticipating his seizure 
of that important station. Graves and Clin¬ 
ton, both, successively failed, only by the 
short interruption of a few days: the first, in 
occupying the Chesapeake with a naval force; 
the last, in arriving with an army, before 
Lord Cornwallis’s surrender, and thereby res¬ 
cuing him from the necessity of capitulating 
to Washington. In this desperate situation, 
precluded from all possibility of relief. Lord 
Cornwallis laid down his Arms; and the 
American Rebellion, after a contest of more 
than six years, finally became a Revolution. 

October.] It is at this point of time, that 
we must place the highest elevation to which 
Louis the Sixteenth attained during his reign: 

VOL. II. H 
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an elevation only to be paralleled in the French 
Annals, by recurring to the brilliant iEras of 
Louis the Fourteenth. For his Grandfather 
Louis the Fifteenth, never stood on such an 
eminence in the eyes of Europe; not even in 
the year 17'48, previous to the Peace of Aix- 
Ja-Chapelle, though his troops, conducted by 
Marshal Saxe, after defeating the Allies in 
various Actions, had then overrun the Aus¬ 
trian Low Countries, and nearly reduced 
Brabant. In October, 1781, the King of 
France beheld America finally dissevered from 
Great Britain, by the union of his armies 
with those of the Insurgents; while he re¬ 
ceived at the same period. Lord Cornwallis’s 
sword, surrendered to La Fayette. His forces 
were occupied in pursuing their career of vic¬ 
tory throughout the West Indies; and in the 
East, Suffrein, in his repeated Naval engage¬ 
ments with Sir Edward Hughes, not only 
maintained the honour of his Sovereign’s flag, 
but had nearly succeeded more than once, in 
obtaining a decided superiority over our 
Squadron on the Coast of Coromandel. The 
Spanish Branch of the House of Bourbon, 
acting in subservience to the views of the 
Court of Versailles, after subjecting Minorca 
and West Florida, held Gibraltar besieged by 
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sea and laiid^ the reduction of which fortress, 
calculated to render for ever illustrious the 
reign of Charles the Third, was anticipated 
with sanguine impatience by the two Crowns. 
Our Commerce had not suffered less by the 
depredations, than our Colonies had been 
diminished by the arms, of France. Holland, 
ranging under the same Standard, made com¬ 
mon cause with Louis, against her antient 
Ally. It only remained for them to crush the 
Channel fleet of England, in order to dictate 
the terms of Peace j and so nearly did Gui- 
chen and Cordova, who commanded the com¬ 
bined Navies of France and Spain, appear to 
be to achieving that last object, as to im¬ 
press us with the utmost apprehension of its 
completion. Who, when contemplating such 
a scene, could have imagined that this des¬ 
cendant of so many Kings, that had reigned 
for eight hundred years over the French, 
would perish on a Scaffold, in his own Capi¬ 
tal, scarcely more than eleven years after¬ 
wards; the victim of his inert pusillanimity, 
or tame Inaction, in not firmly resisting the 
first ebullitions of popular innovation ! 

As if to secure and perpetuate the Bourbon 
line, the Queen of France, who had been 
II 2 
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married more than ten years, without giving 
a male heir to the Crown, at length brought 
into the world a Son. Catherine of Medicis, 
like Maria Antonietta of Austria, had re¬ 
mained childless for nearly the same period of 
time, before she produced a successor. The 
young Dauphin’s Baptism was performed in 
this very Month, with extreme magnificence, 
at Versailles. Happily for himself, he expired 
early in June, 1789; only a few weeks before 
the fatal Revolution which took place in July 
of that year, swept away the Monarchy, to 
place Robespierre and Bonaparte successively 
on the throne of Henry the Fourth. The 
Dauphin was in his ninth year, when he 
finished his short career. I have been assured 
by Individuals who had access to know the 
fact> that at the age of seven years, when the 
charge of his person, according to the esta¬ 
blished usage of the old French Court, was 
surrendered up by the Governess, and he 
W’as then put under the care of men; the 
Dauphin being stripped in the presence of 
professional persons, and having undergone an 
examination, w^as pronounced to be without 
defect in his bodily formation. But, being 
made soon afterwards to sit with his feet in a 
wooden machine calculated to turn them out. 
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the spinal Marrow became speedily affected 
by it. Whether this assertion be accurate or 
not, it is certain that the Vertebrae of the 
back bone growing crooked, he fell into a 
state of languor, accompanied by debility. 
I have seen him more than once while in this 
condition, during the Summer preceding his 
decease, taking the air in a Carriage, in the 
gardens of St. Cloud. ' His emaciated appear¬ 
ance awakened concern; but he was said not 
to want intelligence, and the Queen his mo¬ 
ther manifested the warmest affection for him 
while living, as well as deep sorrow for his 
loss. The Duke of Normandy, his younger 
Brother, born under a still more inauspicious 
Planet, succeeded to his title j and became, 
after his father’s Execution, the unfortunate 
Louis the Seventeenth. 

November.] During the whole Month of 
November, the concurring accounts which 
were transmitted to Government, enumerat¬ 
ing Lord Cornwallis’s embarrassments, and 
the positions taken by the enemy, aug¬ 
mented the anxiety of the Cabinet. Lord 
George Germain in particular, conscious that 
on the prosperous or adverse termination of 
that Expedition, must hinge the late of the 
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American Contest, his own stay in Office, 
as well as probably the duration of the Minis¬ 
try itselfj felt, and even expressed to his 
friends, the strongest uneasiness on the sub¬ 
ject. The meeting of Parliament meanwhile 
stood fixed for the 27th of November. On 
Sunday, the 25th, about noon, official intel¬ 
ligence of the Surrender of the British forces 
at York Town, arrived from Falmouth, at 
Lord George Germain’s house in Pall-mall. 
Lord Walsingham, who previous to his father 
Sir William de Grey’s elevation to the Peer¬ 
age, had been Under Secretary of State in 
that Department 3 and who was selected to 
second the Address in the House of Peers, on 
the subsequent Tuesday; happened to be 
there when the messenger brought the news. 
Without communicating it to any other per¬ 
son, Lord George, for the purpose of dis¬ 
patch, immediately got with him into a hack¬ 
ney-Coach, and drove to Lord Stormont’s 
residence in Portland-place. Having impart¬ 
ed to him the disastrous information, and 
taken him into the Carriage, they instantly 
proceeded to the Chancellor’s house in Great 
Russel-street, Bloomsbury, whom they found 
at home: when, after a short consultation, 
they determined to lay it, themselves in per- 
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son, before Lord North. He had not re¬ 
ceived any intimation of the event, when they 
arrived at his door, in Downing-street, be¬ 
tween one and two o’clock. The First Minis¬ 
ter’s firmness, and even his presence of mind, 
gave way for a short time, under this awful 
disaster. I asked Lord George afterwards, how 
he took the communication, when made to 
him ? “ As he would have taken a ball in his 
“ breast,” replied Lord George. For he opened 
his arms, exclaiming wildly, as he paced 
up and down the apartment during a few 
minutes, “ Oh, God ! it is all over !” Words 
which he repeated many times, under emo¬ 
tions of the deepest Consternation and distress. 

When the first agitation of their minds had 
subsided, the four Ministers discussed the 
question, whether or not it might be expe¬ 
dient to prorogue Parliament lor a few days : 
but, as scarcely an interval of forty-eight 
hours remained, before the appointed time of 
assembling; and as many Members of both 
Houses were already either arrived in London, 
or on the road; that proposition was aban¬ 
doned. It became, however, indispensible 
to alter, and almost to model anew the King s 
Speech, which had been already drawn up. 
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and completely prepared for delivery from 
the Throne. This alteration was therefore 
made without delay: and at the same time. 
Lord George Germain, as Secretary for the 
American Department, sent off a dispatch to 
His Majesty, who was then at Kew, ac¬ 
quainting him with the melancholy termina¬ 
tion of Lord Cornwallis’s expedition. Some 
hours having elapsed, before these different, 
but necessary acts of business, could take 
place, the Ministers separated, and. Lord 
George Germain repaired to his Office in 
Whitehall. There he found a confirmation 
of the intelligence, which arrived about two 
hours after the first communication j having 
been transmitted from Dover, to which place 
it was forwarded from Calais, with the French 
account of the same event. 

I dined on that day, at Lord George’s; and 
though the information, which had reached 
London in the course of the morning, from 
two different quarters, was of a nature not 
to admit of long concealment; yet it had not 
been communicated either to me, or to any 
individual of the company, (as it might natu¬ 
rally have been, through the channel of com- 
inon report,) when I got to Pall-mall, be- 
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tween five or six o’clock. Lord Walsingham, 
who likewise dined 'there, was the only per¬ 
son present, except Lord George, acquainted 
with the fact. The party, nine in number, 
sat down to table. I thought, the Master of 
the Horse appeared serious, though he ma¬ 
nifested no discomposure. Before the dinner 
was finished, one of his servants delivered him 
a letter, brought back by the messenger who 
had been dispatched to the King. Lord 
George opened and perused it: then looking 
at Lord Walsingham, to whom he exclusively 
directed his observation, ‘‘ The King writes,” 
said he, just as he always does, except that 
“ I observe he has omitted to mark the hour 
and the minute of his writing, with his 
‘‘ usual precision.” This remark, though 
calculated to awaken some interest, excited 
no comment; and while the Ladies, Lord 
George’s three daughters, remained in the 
room, we repressed our curiosity. But they 
had no sooner withdrawn, than Lord George 
having acquainted us, that from Paris infor¬ 
mation had just arrived, of the old Count de 
Maurepas, First Minister, lying at the point 
of death; It would grieve me,” said I, to 
finish my career, however far advanced in 
years, were I first Minister of France, 
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before I had witnessed the termination of 
this great contest between England and 
America.” “ He has survived to see that 
event,” replied Lord George, with some 
agitation. Utterly unsuspicious of the fact 
which had happened beyond the Atlantic, 
I conceived him to allude to the indecisive 
naval Action, fought at the mouth of the 
Chesapeake, early in the preceding Month 
of September, between Admiral Graves and 
Count de Grasse 3 which Engagement, in its 
results might prove most injurious to Lord 
Cornwallis. Under this impression, My 
meaning,” said I, “ is, that if I were the 
Count de Maurepas, I should wish to live 
‘‘ long enough, to behold the final issue of 
“ the war in Virginia.” “ He has survived 
“ to witness it completely,” answered Lord 
George: “The army has surrendered, and 
“ you may peruse the particulars of the Ca- 
“ pitulation, in that paper;” taking at the 
same time one from his pocket, which he de¬ 
livered into my hand, not without visible 
emotion. By his permission I read it aloud, 
while the company listened in profound si¬ 
lence. We then discussed its contents, as 
affecting the Ministry, the Country, and the 
War. It must be confessed that they were 



1781.] 


MEMOIRS. 


107 


calculated tp diffuse a gloom over the most 
convivial society, and that they opened a 
wide field for political speculation. 

After perusing the account of Lord Corn¬ 
wallis’s surrender at York Town, it was im¬ 
possible for all present, not to feel a lively 
curiosity to know how the King had received 
the intelligence; as well as how he had ex¬ 
pressed himself in his Note to Lord George 
Germain, on the first communication of so 
painful an event. He gratified our wish by 
reading it to us; observing at the same time 
that it did the highest honour to His Ma¬ 
jesty’s fortitude, firmness, and consistency of 
character. The words made an impression 
on my memory, which the lapse of more than 
thirty years has not erased 5 and I shall here 
commemorate its tenor, as serving to shew 
how that Prince felt and wrote, under one of 
the most afflicting, as well as humiliating 
occurrences of his reign. The Billet ran 
nearly to this effect: “ I have received with 
“ sentiments of the deepest concern, the 
‘‘ communication which Lord George Ger- 
‘‘ main has.made me, of the unfortunate re- 
“ suit of the operations in Virginia. I par- 

ticularly lament it, on account of the con- 
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‘‘ sequences connected with it, and the dif- 
ficulties which it may produce in carrying 
“ on the public Business, or in repairing 
'^ such a misfortune. But I trust that neither 
‘‘ Lord George Germain, nor any Member 
of the Cabinet will suppose, that it makes 
the smallest alteration in those principles 
‘‘ of my conduct, which have directed me in 
“ past time, and which will always continue 
to animate me under every event, in the 
‘‘ prosecution of the present contest.” Not a 
sentiment of despondency or of despair was 
to be found in the letter ; the very hand-writ- 
ing of which, indicated composure of mind. 
"Whatever opinion we may entertain, relative 
to the practicability of reducing America to 
obedience by force of Arms at the end of 
1781 ; we must admit, that no Sovereign could 
manifest more calmness, dignity, or self-com¬ 
mand, than George the Third displayed in 
this reply. 

Severely as the general effect of the blow 
received in Virginia, was felt throughout the 
nation, yet no immediate symptoms of Mini¬ 
sterial dissolution, or even of parliamentary 
defection, became visible in either House. 
All the animated invectives of Fox, aided by 
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the contumelious irony of Burke, and sus¬ 
tained by the dignified denunciations of Pitt, 
enlisted on the same side, made little appa¬ 
rent impression on their hearers, who seemed 
stupified by the disastrous intelligence. Yet 
never probably, at any period of our History, 
was more indignant language used by the 
Opposition, or supported by Administration. 
In the ardour of his feelings at the recent ca¬ 
lamity which had taken Place beyond the 
Atlantic, Fox not only accused Ministers of 
being virtually in the pay of France; but, 
menaced them with the vengeance of an un¬ 
done People, who would speedily compel 
them to expiate their crimes on the public 
Scaffold. Burke, with inconceivable warmth 
of colouring, depictured the folly and imprac¬ 
ticability of taxing America by force, or as 
he described it, “ shearing the Wolf.” The 
Metaphor was wonderfully appropriate, and 
scarcely admitted of denial. Pitt levelled his 
observations principally against the Cabinet, 
whom he represented as destitute of principle, 
wisdom, or union of design. All three were 
sustained, and I had almost said, outdone by 
Mr. Thomas Pitt; who, in terms of gloomy 
despondency, seemed to regard the situation 
of the Country, as scarcely admitting of a 
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remedy, under such a Parliament, such Mi¬ 
nisters, and such a Sovereign. Lord North, 
in this moment of general depression, found 
resources in himself. He scornfully repelled 
the insinuations of Fox, as deserving only 
contempt; justified the principle of the war, 
which did not originate in a despotic wish to 
tyrannize America, but from the desire of 
maintaining the constitutional Authority of 
Parliament over the Colonies; deplored, in 
common with the Opposition, the misfor¬ 
tunes whioh had marked the progress of the 
contest; defied the threats of punishment; 
and finally adjured the House not to aggra¬ 
vate the present calamity by dejection or des¬ 
pair, but, by united exertion, to secure our 
national extrication. 

The efforts of the First Minister were 
not unsuccessful, and the Address to the 
Crown, which indirectly avowed the prosecu¬ 
tion of the war beyond the Atlantic, as ne¬ 
cessary, was carried by a Majority of eighty- 
nine. Though the continuance of offensive 
Hostilities in America, was unequivocally re¬ 
nounced by Lord North, and virtually or 
silently acquiesced in by Lord George Ger¬ 
main, in the course of Debate; yet so far did 
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Ministers seem from professing a readiness to 
acknowledge the Independance of the thir¬ 
teen Colonies, that they warmly maintained 
the wisdom and the necessity of still prosecut¬ 
ing a defensive war in that portion of the 
Globe. In the House of Peers, a still greater 
proportionate Majority supported Adminis¬ 
tration. When Fox, presuming on the ope¬ 
ration of the recent Misfortune in the Chesa¬ 
peake, soon afterwards attempted to stop the 
progress of the Supplies, the Opposition ex¬ 
perienced a second defeat3 only seventy-seven 
persons voting with them, while Lord North 
had one hundred and seventy-two. It seemed 
by no means clear, during the first fortnight 
after Parliament met, whether any official 
change whatever would take place; or even 
if an alteration should be made in the Cabi¬ 
net, to what extent it would be carried. The 
national forces, exhausted by so long a con¬ 
test, and now opposed in every quarter by a 
vast Confederacy, were indeed evidently un¬ 
equal to continue the effort for subjecting 
America; and it therefore became obvious, 
that new Measures must speedily supersede 
those, which had been prosecuted during so 
many years. But, the same First Minister 
might remain in Power, under a total, or a 



112 


HISTORICAL 


[1781. 

partial change of System j and in that case, 
all the labours of the Minority would be frus¬ 
trated, in the moment of their expected com¬ 
pletion. The King’s firmness was well un- - 
derstood by all Parties. Lord North shewed 
hitherto no disposition to resign, and Parlia¬ 
ment had given no indications of having 
withdrawn their confidence from the Admi¬ 
nistration. Such appeared to be the aspect of 
public affairs, in the first week of December. 

December.] Though Fox and Pitt seemed 
at this time to act in perfect political union, 
yet no man who attentively considered the 
ditferent spirit which animated their Speeches, 
whenever the Sovereign became indirectly the 
subject of their animadversion, could fail to 
remark their widely dissimilar line of conduct. 
Fox, whether he was impelled by his con¬ 
sciousness that the King’s moral repugnance 
to many parts of his private character, and to 
the irregularities of his life, imposed insur¬ 
mountable obstacles to his ever attaining the 
royal favour; or whether, having already of¬ 
fended in his political capacity, beyond the 
hope of pardon, he relied solely on his own 
talents, aided by Party, to force his way into 
the Cabinet, and to maintain himself in that 
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situation 3—^whichever of these motives prin¬ 
cipally actuated him, it is indisputable that 
in all his allusions to the King, although he 
might affect to shelter himself under the forms 
of Parliamentary language, yet Fox always 
chose to consider him as animated by pas¬ 
sions and sentiments unbecoming his station, 
as well as incompatible with the Benignity 
which constitutes the most enviable Attribute 
of Royalty. Fox designated or characterized 
him in fact, as under the dominion of resent¬ 
ment 3 unfeeling, implacable, and only sa¬ 
tiated by the continuance of war against his 
former subjects. In a word, more as a Ty¬ 
rant and an Oppressor, than as the head of 
a free Country, the Guardian of a limited 
Constitution. 

On the first day of the Session, when 
an Address to the Crown was proposed, 
“ Those,” said Fox, “ who are ignorant of 
the character of the Prince whose Speech 
we have just heard, might be induced to 
consider him as an unfeeling Despot, exult- 
“ ing in the horrid sacrifice of the liberty and 
“ the lives of his People. The Speech itself, 
“ divested of the disguise of royal forms, can 
“ only mean, ‘ Our losses in America have 
VOL. II. I 
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‘‘ been most calamitous. The blood of my 
‘‘ Subjects has flowed in copious streams, 
‘‘ throughout every part of that Continent. 
The treasures of Great Britain have been 
wantonly lavished; while the load of taxes 
‘‘ imposed on an overburthened Country, is 
“ become intolerable. Yet will I continue to 
‘‘ tax you to the last Shilling. When, by 
“ Lord Cornwallis’s Surrender, all hopes of 
“ victory are for ever extinct, and a further 
“ continuance of Hostilities can only accele- 
rate the ruin of the British Empire, I pro- 
“ hibit you from thinking of Peace. My 
rage for Conquest is unquenched, and my 
revenge unsated: nor can any thing ex- 
“ cept the total subjugation of my revolted 
“ American Subjects, allay my animosity.’ ” 
When we consider the severity and acrimony 
of these personal imputations, we cannot 
wonder that they excited corresponding sen¬ 
sations of resentment in the Royal Bosom. 
What accusations more wounding, could we 
frame, what motives of action more atrocious, 
could we suppose, and what language more 
abhorrent to our feelings, could we have at¬ 
tributed to that Monster, whose crimes so long 
desolated France and Europe, than are here 
supposed to animate George the Third! It 
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must be admitted even by his greatest ad¬ 
mirers, that Fox, however eminent were his 
talents, yet by the want of Moderation, sen¬ 
tenced himself during his whole life, to per¬ 
petual exclusion from Office; verifying in 
his own person, Juvenal’s remark upon the 
injuries attendant on Eloquence, when he 
says. 


Torrens dicendi copia multis, 

Et sua mortifera est Facundia.” 

Pitt, on the contrary, even when he ap¬ 
peared to be most animated by sentiments of 
indignation against the Measures, or the Mi¬ 
nisters; yet repressed any intemperate ex¬ 
pressions, and spared the Sovereign. He 
pronounced indeed in the most unqualified 
terms, his abhorrence of the further prosecu¬ 
tion of the American War; and on one oc¬ 
casion I recollect his solemnly invoking the 
Divine vengeance on the heads of the Admi¬ 
nistration, who had reduced the Empire to 
such a state of ruin and degradation. But, 
with consummate ability, he separated the 
King from his weak or evil Counsellors; ad¬ 
mitted the purity of intention by which he 
was ever impelled; professed his ardent dt- 
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tachment to the person, as well as to the 
family, of the reigning Monarch; and de¬ 
clared that it would be best manifested, by 
exposing the delusion that had been prac¬ 
tised on him. The Lord Advocate of Scot¬ 
land, whose distinguishing political tact, and 
keen discernment in all matters where his 
own Interest or Ambition were concerned, 
enabled him to descry a Minister in Embrio; 
appears early to have been impressed with a 
conviction of this characteristic difference be¬ 
tween the two Opposition Leaders. AVhile 
he continued strenuously to support an Ad¬ 
ministration, the certain approaching fall of 
which, he nevertheless probably anticipated; 
he lavished the warmest Encomiums from the 
Treasury Bench, on the hereditary talents, 
the brilliant oratory, and early indications 
of genius in Pitt; under whose protection, 
aided by his own parliamentary powers, he 
speedily contrived, after Lord North’s re¬ 
signation, to-re-appear on the ministerial 
Theatre. 

Notwithstanding the ostensible degree of 
Harmony and Concert which seemed to ani¬ 
mate Ministers in the House of Commons, 
during the first days of the Session; yet be- 
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fore the middle of December it began to be 
apparent, that some vital Disunion of Senti¬ 
ment prevailed among the Members of Ad¬ 
ministration. Lord North in fact might con¬ 
tinue, as many persons imagined, First Mi¬ 
nister, after the avowal of American Inde- 
pendance. But, Lord George Germain could 
not by any Possibility, remain in Ofllce a 
single day after such a Recognition. At 
this Breach the Opposition poured in, and 
were aided by some of the Adherents of Go¬ 
vernment, who conceived that by separating 
the two Ministers, and dismissing the latter. 
Lord North could yet be preserved at the 
head of His Majesty’s Councils. Sir James 
Lowther having introduced a Motion tending 
to declare that “ All further Attempts to 
“ reduce the Americans to obedience by 
“ Force, would be ineffectualafter a long 
and very animated Debate, the Order of the 
Day could only be carried by a majority of 
Forty-one, in a crouded House, where Four 
hundred Members were present. Nor was the 
paucity of Numbers, the only a[)j)arent symp¬ 
tom of a Ministerial Crisis. Rigby and Diin- 
das acting on this occasion in concert, called 
on Lord North to state, in his Place, tlie 
difference of Opinion which was presumed to 
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exist in the Cabinet. Both of them at the 
same time avowed and admitted, that no fur¬ 
ther hope could be entertained of subjecting 
America by Arms. The First Lord of the 
Treasury, while he admitted the War with 
the Colonies, to constitute the heaviest Cala¬ 
mity of his life, and expressed his warmest 
wishes for the attainment of Peace; neither 
owned, nor denied the Charge brought for¬ 
ward by the Lord Advocate of Scotland and 
Rigby, though he attempted to evade it 
under some loose and general Declarations. 
Wearied at length, and attacked no less by 
his Friends, than by his Opponents, he 
adopted the singular Expedient of quitting 
the Treasury Bench, and withdrawing to one 
of the Seats behind it; leaving Lord George 
Germain alone, exposed to the Attacks of 
the Opposition. This Scene, which spoke 
with mute Eloquence, and from its pecu¬ 
liarity attracted all eyes; left no room to 
doubt of the Dissimilarity of Opinion among 
Ministers, on the great question respecting 
America. 

From that Evening, on which I accompa¬ 
nied him home, when he quitted the House 
of Commons, Lord George with reason con- 



MEMOIRS. 


119 


1781 .] 

sidered his official capacity as virtually ter¬ 
minated, though he continued to exercise 
its Functions, till a successor should be ap¬ 
pointed to the Department. The two Houses 
having shortly afterwards adjourned for the 
Christmas Recess, he then came to a full 
explanation with Lord North. At that Inter¬ 
view, after professing his readiness to remain 
in his situation, as long as it could be benefi¬ 
cial to His Majesty’s service, while the Inde- 
pendance of America was not formally re¬ 
cognized; he at the same time earnestly 
besought Lord North to consider no object, 
except the Preservation of the Ministry, and 
the interests of their common Master. For 
that purpose, he advised the First Minister to 
strengthen himself by a Negociation with 
some of his political Enemies; and not to 
allow any personal considerations towards 
him (Lord George), to delay, or to impede, 
for an instant, the Arrangements judged to 
be proper for the general Security. Adding, 
that he had no personal Stipulations to make, 
nor Favours to ask ; and that he would go 
down immediately to his Seat at Drayton in 
Northamptonshire, for two or three weeks, 
in order to allow time to select a successor 
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for his Post; after which he would return, 
and deliver up the Seal of his Office, on the 
shortest notice, into Plis Majesty’s hands. 
As the best proof of his sincerity in these 
Opinions, he left London a very few.days 
subsequent to the above Conversation. 

Januarj’-, 1782.] It might naturally be sup¬ 
posed, that Lord North could not have he¬ 
sitated, under such circumstances, to accept 
Lord George’s resignation; and that he could 
as little delay to effect, or at least to attempt, 
the completion of the Objects recommended 
to him. Necessity strongly urged them ; and 
the respite which the Christmas Recess al¬ 
lowed for private Negociation, afforded him 
time for making every requisite Stipulation.. 
Nevertheless, Lord North, though he did not 
either oppose, or refuse, by no means how¬ 
ever positively accepted, even the Resignation 
of the American Secretary. And when Lord 
George returned to London from Northamp¬ 
tonshire, towards the middle of the ensuing 
Month; to his no small astonishment, he 
found his office still undisposed of, and his 
Successor not more fixed than before he 
quitted the Capital. He therefore, waited 
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patiently, till the progress of Events should 
propel the Indecision, or hasten the Procras¬ 
tination, of the First Lord of the Treasury. 

Perhaps no part of Lord North’s Adminis¬ 
tration, and no feature of his conduct as First 
Minister, during the twelve years that he 
continued in Office, seems more extraordi¬ 
nary; it might be even said, inexplicable; 
than this loss of time at so critical a juncture. 
Every thing dictated decision. He well knew 
the Opposition to be principally composed of 
two Parties, called after the names of their re¬ 
spective leaders. Lords Rockingham and Shel¬ 
burne ; which Bodies of men, though they 
agreed in endeavouring to dispossess him of 
power, agreed in no other speculative or practi¬ 
cal principle of policy. Scarcely could they 
even be with-held from mutual animosity, by 
the near prospect of the prize in view. If there¬ 
fore, the point of American Independance 
was once conceded by Ministers, there seemed 
to be no obvious impediment that could with¬ 
hold Lord Shelburne from accepting a situa¬ 
tion under Government. It was even well 
known, that he entertained and avowed very 
strong doubts, on.the propriety or wisdom of 
making such a concession to the Colonies, 
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under any possible circumstances; doubts 
which were re-echoed by his Adherents in the 
House of Commons. He could not, there¬ 
fore, it was presumed, be altogether unaccep¬ 
table to the King. He was, besides, a man 
of great Abilities, the professed Disciple of 
the late Earl of Chatham, and possessed consi¬ 
derable Parliamentary Interest. Lord North 
held in his hand, various means of concilia¬ 
ting and acquiring his support. Besides the 
post of Secretary of State, and a higher rank 
in the English Peerage, to both which he 
might aspire; fom^ Garters were then lying 
on the King’s Table, unbestowed; one of 
which Lord Shelburne actually seized on, as 
his share of the plunder, when he came into 
Ministry, within three Months from the time 
of which I speak. All these circumstances 
seemed therefore to point out that quarter, as 
the obvious point of application. 

I have had many opportunities of discuss¬ 
ing this question, with those who were well 
informed in the secret springs and History of 
Lord North’s Administration. But they dif¬ 
fered in their solution of the difficulty. It has 
been confidently asserted, that the King ob¬ 
jected to disposing of one of the vacant Gar- 
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ters m favour of Lord Shelburne; and abso¬ 
lutely refused to consent to it, when the pro¬ 
position was made to His Majesty, by the Mi¬ 
nister. Sanguine hopes were entertained at 
St. James’s, that even though all further at¬ 
tempts to subjugate America should be aban¬ 
doned, yet that the same Administration 
might still continue to conduct the national 
Affairs. Nor was it at all clear that such 
expectations were chimerical. The Session 
of 1779 had sufficiently proved, that even 
after being left in a minority, on more than 
one great public Question, a Minister, who 
wished to remain in Office, possessed the 
means of doing it, almost in defiance of the 
House of Commons. If America was ad¬ 
mitted to be independant, and that great 
impediment once removed. Peace would pro¬ 
bably follow at no long interval; and however 
unfortunate he had been in carrying on the 
war. Lord North might still conclude an ho¬ 
nourable pacification. In the House of Peers, 
he possessed a decided majority; and in 
the lower House of Parliament, when once 
Government became emancipated from the 
American War, it was with reason conceived, 
that the Opposition would again diminish in 
energy, as well as in numbers. These rea- 
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sons, however destitute of solidity they even¬ 
tually proved, may perhaps satisfactorily 
account for Lord North’s seeming supineness, 
in not endeavouring, at so critical a moment, 
to divide his opponents, or to augment his 
own strength. 

Jan. 21 .] When Parliament met again for 
the dispatch of Business, Lord George Ger¬ 
main therefore attended in his place, in the 
House of Commons: but the tide of Oppo¬ 
sition, which had been so long principally 
directed against him, as the American 
Secretary, took at first another direction. 
Lord Sandwich was in turn attacked by 
Fox, for his asserted mis-management of the 
Admiralty Department j and the First Mi¬ 
nister, unable to shelter him from investi¬ 
gation, eonsented to institute an enquiry. 
Among the most strenuous defenders of the 
First Lord of the Admiralty, on this Occa¬ 
sion, was Lord Mulgrave; a Nobleman who 
occupied, himself, a place at that Board. 
His early expedition of discovery towards 
the North Pole, had given him some naval 
celebrity; and as he was formed on rather 
a heavy colossal scale, the Opposition, to 
distinguish him from his younger Brother, 



178^.] 


MEMOIRS. 


125 


the Honourable Charles Phipps, who en¬ 
joyed likewise a Seat in the House, deno¬ 
minated him “ Ursa Major.” They likewise 
gave him the name of “ AlphesibaeusI 
suppose, from some fancied Analogv be¬ 
tween him and the awkward imitator of the 
Dancing Satyrs, commemorated by Virgil, in 
the fifth Eclogue of his Bucolics. Lord Mul- 
grave was distinguished by a singularity of 
physical conformation, possessing two dis¬ 
tinct voices ; the one, strong and hoarse ; the 
other weak and querulous; of both which, 
he occasionally availed himself. So extraor¬ 
dinary a circumstance, probably gave rise to 
a story of his having fallen into a Ditch, in a 
dark night, and calling for aid in his shrill 
voice. A Countryman coming up, was about 
to have assisted him: but. Lord Mulgrave 
addressing him in a hoarse tone, the Peasant 
immediately exclaimed, “ Oh, if there are 
“ two of you in the Ditch, you may help 
“ each other out of it.” In Debate, if not 
animated, he was able and pertinacious. 
Like Dundas, he contrived, after Lord North’s 
Administration went to pieces, to attach him¬ 
self to Pitt j who, in 1784, made him Joint 
Paymaster of the Forces, and six years later, 
raised him to the British Peerage. 
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Towards the last days of January, after 
long fluctuation, Lord North at length com¬ 
municated to Lord George, His Majesty’s 
determination to consent to his resignation, 
so repeatedly offered j and the resolution 
taken to supply his loss, by Mr. Welbore 
Ellis. It seemed difficult to have made a se¬ 
lection, in Consequence of which less strength 
would be acquired on the side of Administra¬ 
tion ; Mr. Ellis’s talents being already en¬ 
gaged in favour of Government, by a very 
lucrative Place, that of Treasurer of the Navy. 
His Abilities, however eminent and solid, 
aided by his long experience of Parliamentary 
Business, were nevertheless, altogether un¬ 
equal to contending in stormy times, with the 
vast energies then collected on the Opposi¬ 
tion Benches. He was, besides, far advanced 
in years ^ and though his faculties might have 
preserved all their vigor or freshness, he 
wanted the requisite fire and animation. His 
Appointment gave satisfaction only to the 
enemies of the Minister, who exulted in a 
choice that proved the Paucity, or rather 
Nullity of the Sources, from which he now 
attempted to derive support. 

Just at this period died Lord Falmouth, at 
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an advanced stage of life: a Nobleman, nei¬ 
ther distinguished by his talents or his vir¬ 
tues i but whose name, Boscawen^ is connect¬ 
ed with Naval recollections of the most gra¬ 
tifying kind. Lord Falmouth commanded 
the Yeomen of the Guard, at the time of his 
death; but, my sole motive for mentioning 
his decease, is in order to commemorate an 
Anecdote respecting him. 1 have been as¬ 
sured, that towards the conclusion of George 
the Second’s Reign, when Mr. Pitt, after¬ 
wards created Earl of Chatham, occupied a 
principal place in the Cabinet; Lord Fal¬ 
mouth having waited on him, at his Levee, 
stated his wish to be recommended to Ilis 
Majesty, for the first vacant Garter. The 
Secretary of State expressing a degree of re¬ 
luctance to lay the request before the King, 
and manifesting some disapprobation of the 
demand itself; “ You will be pleased. Sir, to 
“ remember,” said Lord Falmouth, that 
“ I bring in five Votes, who go with Ministry 
“ in the House of Commons ; and if my ap- 
“ plication is disregarded, you must take the 
“ consequence.” Your Lordship threatens 
me,” replied the Minister with warmth; 
“ You may therefore be assured, that so long 
as I hold a place in the Councils of the 
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“ Crown, you shall never receive the Order 

of the Gar'ter.'' Then turning round, he 
exclaimed, addressing himself to those near 
him, 

Optat Ephippia Bos piger.” 

Lord Falmouth comprehending nothing of 
the meaning of these words, but conceiving 
that the Monosyllable Bos, must allude to his 
name, requested to be informed what the 
Minister meant by so calling him ? The 
“ observation,” replied Mr. Pitt, “ is not 
“ mine, but Horace’s.” As little familiar 
with the Name of the Roman Poet, as he 
was acquainted with his Writings, Lord Fal¬ 
mouth, apprehending that Horace Walpole 
had said something severe or disrespectful 
concerning him j under that second mistake, 
“ If Horace Walpole,” said he, ‘‘ has taken 
“ any liberties with my name, I shalF know 
“ how to resent it. His brother. Sir Robert, 
“ when he was alive, and First Minister, ne- 
“ ver presumed so to treat me.” Having 
thus expressed himself, he quitted Mr. Pitt, 
leaving the audience in astonishment at the 
effect of his double misapprehension. 


February.] Early in the month of Febru- 
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ary. Lord George Germain having resigned 
the Seal of his Office into the King’s hand, 
received, in recompense of his services, the 
honor of the Peerage. The Particulars at¬ 
tending that Elevation, which became imme¬ 
diately afterwards a subject of discussion in 
the house of Lords, I received on the same day 
when they took place, from Lord George’s 
own mouth; and they are too curious, as 
well as characteristic, to be omitted in these 
Memoirs. The separation between the Sove¬ 
reign and the Secretary, was by no means 
unaccompanied with emotion on both sides; 
which became probably augmented by the 
dark Cloud overhanging the Throne, together 
with the painful circumstances that produced 
the necessity for Lord George’s resignation. 
The King, who could not shut his eyes to 
these facts, doubtless foresaw the possibility, 
if not probability, of greater changes in the 
Administration, as imminent; of which, the 
removal of the American Secretary, was only 
the forerunner and the presage. After re¬ 
gretting the unfortunate events that had dic¬ 
tated the Measure, and thanking Lord George 
for his services; His Majesty added, Is 
“ there any thing that I can do, to express 
my sense of them, which would be agree- 
yOL. II. K 
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“ able to you?” “ Sir,” answered he, “ if 
“ Your Majesty is pleased to raise me to the 
“ dignity of the Peerage, it will form at once 
“ the best reward to which I can aspire, and 
the best proof of your approbation of my 
past exertions in your affairs.” By all 
“ means,” said the King, I think it very 
“ proper, and shall do it with pleasure.” 

Then, Sir,” rejoined Lord George, “ if you 
“ agree to my first request, I hope you will 
“ not think it unbecoming, or unreasonable 
“in me, to ask another favor. It is to create 
“ me a Viscounty as should I be only raised to 
“ the dignity of a Baron, my own Secretary, 
“ my Lawyer, and my father’s Page, will 
“ all take rank of me.” The King expressing 
a wish to know the Names of the Persons to 
whom he alluded, “ the first,” replied Lord 
George, “ is Lord Walsingliam, who, as Your 
“ Majesty knows, was for a long Time Under 
“ Secretary of State in my Office, when Mr. de 
“ Grey. The second is Lord Loughborough, 
“ who has been always my legal Adviser. 
“ Lord Amherst is the third, who, when Page 
“ to my father, the late Duke of Dorset, has 
“ often sat on the Braces of the State Coach 
“ that conveyed him, as Lord Lieutenant of 
“ Ireland, to the Parliament House at Dub- 
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“ lin.” The King smiled, adding, What 
you say, is very reasonable, it shall be so; 
and now let me know the Title that you 
choose.” ‘‘ I have already. Sir,” answer¬ 
ed Lord George, in the possible anticipa- 
tion of Your Majesty’s gracious disposi-i- 
“ tions towards me, spoken to the Duke of 
“ Dorset, and obtained his permission, as the 
** head of my family, to take the title of Sacl:~ 
ville; having been compelled to renounce 
my own Name, in order to avail myself of 
the bequest of the Estate of Drayton in 
“ Northamptonshire, made me by Lady Betty 
Germain, in her Will. I shall therefore in 
some degree recover it by this means.” ‘‘ I 
quite approve of that idea,” replied his 
Majesty, and if you will state to me your 
Title, I will write it down myself, before 
we part, and send it directly to the Chan- 
“ cellor.” The King immediately placed 
himself at a table, took the pen and ink lying 
upon it, and - having committed the Viscounty 
to paper, asked him \w\\ 2 ii Barony he chose? 
Lord George answered, ‘‘ that of Bolebrook 
“ in Sussex, being one of the most ancient 
Estates belonging to his family ^ and con- 
tiguous to Buckhurst, the original Peerage 
conferred by dueen Elizabeth, on his An- 
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cestor, the first Earl of Dorset.” When the 
King bad copied it, he rose up, and with the 
most condescending expressions of concern, 
as well as of satisfaction, allowed Lord George 
to withdraw from the Closet. As this is one 
of the few Peerages, which, in the course 
of half a Century, George the Third has been 
allowed to confer, wholly independant of mi¬ 
nisterial intervention or recommendation, 
from the impulse of his own inclinations, its 
Origin and Creation attain an additional in¬ 
terest. 

No sooner had the intention of calling up 
Lord George Germain to the House of Peers, 
become publicly known, than the Marquis 
of Carmarthen immediately brought forward 
the subject before that Assembly. He en¬ 
deavoured to shew, that it would be deroga¬ 
tory to their honour, as a Body, to admit 
among them a person still labouring under 
the sentence of a Court Martial: and though 
his motion was rejected by a great majority, 
on the 7th of February j yet he renewed the 
attack as soon as Lord George had taken his 
seat, on the 18th of the same Month. Con¬ 
ceiving that Lord North must, as first Minis¬ 
ter, have advised the Measure, the Marquis 
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attempted to involve him in the responsibility 
or culpability of giving such advice to the 
Crown. But, Lord Sackville having excul¬ 
pated the First Lord of the Treasury, from 
any participation whatever in the transaction, 
gave the House clearly to understand, that it 
flowed solely from the volition of the Sove¬ 
reign. His enemies themselves confessed, 
that never was a more able, dignified, or man¬ 
ly Appeal made within the walls of the House 
of Peers, than Lord Sackville pronounced on 
that occasion. He observed, that even ad¬ 
mitting in all its force, the justice of the Sen¬ 
tence passed by the Court Martial, yet that 
Tribunal had only declared him ‘‘ guilty of 
“ disobeying Prince Ferdinand of Brunswic’s 
‘‘ Orders; and therefore had adjudged liim 
‘‘ unfit to serve his Majesty in any military 
capacity whatever.” But they neither had 
imposed, nor could they inflict upon him, 
any civil disability or incapacity. And the 
attempt of the King, or of the Minister of 
that Time, to aggravate the nature or expres¬ 
sions of the Sentence, by any harsh additions 
and personal comments, could not add to its 
force. If, after considering W\q Sentence pub¬ 
lished in the case of the General Officer, who 
commanded on the Expedition sent in 1806, 
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against Buenos Ayres, we contemplate the 
tenor of the Orders that accompanied it; and 
then compare them with those used in the in¬ 
stance of Lord George Sackville; we shall 
perceive the contrast presented by the con¬ 
duct of the two Sovereigns, in the strongest 
point of view. Though General Whitelock 
was adjudged to be “ cashiered, and declared 
“ totally unfit and unworthy to serve His Ma- 
“jesty in any military capacity whatever:” 
consequently, though the sentence implies a 
much deeper degree of error or culpability, 
than was attributed to Lord George Sackville 
at Minden, as well as a fault far more clearly 
established and recognized j yet George the 
Third, unlike his Predecessor, subjoins no 
injurious reflections, but simply enjoins the 
publication of it, as a memorial and warning 
to other Ofiicers. 

The Duke of Richmond, who took a very 
active part in the second Debate upon Lord 
Sackville’s elevation to the Peerage, endea¬ 
voured to prove, from the length of time 
which elapsed after his reception of Prince 
Ferdinand’s Orders to advance, that Disincli¬ 
nation only on his part to obey them, could 
have produced such a delay. As the Duke 
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had been personally present at Minden, and 
as he declared that he held his watch within 
his hand, during the whole time lost in obey¬ 
ing the Prince’s Orders, which, he asserted, 
amounted to an hour and a half; his speech 
might have been expected to make an impres¬ 
sion on the House. But, only twenty-eight 
Peers could be found, on either Debate, to 
support Lord Carmarthen’s Motion; though 
the number voting against it rose from seven¬ 
ty-five to ninety-three, between the two Divi¬ 
sions, on the 7th and the 18th of February. 
It happened likewise, most unfortunately for 
the Duke of Richmond, that while he thus 
attempted to attack Lord Sackville’s personal 
courage, his own lay under very general sus¬ 
picion. He had brought forward, only a few 
days before, in the House of Peers, the case 
of an American Colonel Haynes, executed at 
Charlestown, under Lord Rawdon’s authority, 
in the preceding year. The expressions or 
assertions which His Grace used, in relating 
this transaction, gave such offence to the No¬ 
bleman against whom they were levelled, that 
he soon afterwards called the Duke to a 
severe account. But, as he declined giving 
any individual satisfaction, Lord Rawdon 
compelled him to declare in his place, that 
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by his accusation “ he had not intended any 
attack on Lord Rawdon’s justice or huma- 
“ nity.” A declaration, apparently at vari¬ 
ance with his preceding charge. Lord George 
Lenox, as I know, entertained a very dif¬ 
ferent Opinion of Lord Sackville’s Behaviour 
at Minden, as well as of the Sentence pro¬ 
nounced on his Conduct, from the Ideas ex¬ 
pressed by the Duke, his Brother. Not two 
Years after the Facts just related, had taken 
Place, I dined in a select Company with Lord 
Sackville and Lord George Lenox, at the 
House of a General Officer in London. 
When we went up to the Drawing Room 
after Dinner, no Entreaties could prevail on 
Lord George to walk first out of the Apart¬ 
ment. As the Son of a Duke of earlier 
‘‘ Creation, I would do it,” said he to Lord 
Sackville; ‘‘ but as a General Officer, nothing 
“ can induce me to precede your Lordship.” 
Lord Sackville was restrained by the exhorta¬ 
tions and advice of Lord Amherst, from call¬ 
ing on the Marquis of Carmarthen to answer 
to him personally, for his double attack. I had 
the honour to know him before, as well as 
after, he became Duke of Leeds. He was a 
Nobleman highly accomplished, of the most 
pleasing manners, of very elegant deportment. 
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of a lofty mind, and of considerable talents. 
But, the part which he took on this occasion, 
did not constitute the most commendable act 
of his political life. Posterity will form their 
opinion on it, divested of prejudice. His 
Contemporaries saw it merely through the 
optics of Party, the most deceptive of all 
Mediums. While only twenty-eight Peers 
supported the Motion on both occasions, 
nearly a hundred voted against it on the final 
Debate. These aggregate numbers appear 
indeed small to us i but we must recollect the 
limited extent of the Peerage, compared with 
the present Times. It was neither Lord Bute 
nor Lord North, but Mr. Pitt, who augmented 
the members of that House, if not with a 
profuse, yet unquestionably with an unspar¬ 
ing hand. In 1782 there existed only one 
hundred and eighty-seven English Peers. We 
have now above three hundred. Perhaps, 
however, that Augmentation, great as it is, 
hears only a relative Proportion to the En- 
crease of national Revenue, Population, and 
Territory, within the last thirty Years. 

AVhile Lord Sackville was personally at¬ 
tacked in'one House of Parliament, the Earl 
of Sandwich underwent no less severe an en- 
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quiry into his official conduct, as First Lord 
of the Admiralty, in the House of Commons. 
Fox, acting as his accuser, united the keen¬ 
est sarcasms, with the most able and laborious 
investigation of the Naval Administration. 
He was sustained in all his Charges, by Mr. 
Pitt, by Admiral Keppel, and by Lord Howe. 
Under this accumulation of talent and of 
Eloquence, the Minister labored hard to pro¬ 
tect his Colleague : but the House began to 
manifest some indications of reluctance to 
extend further Support. Animated by such 
obvious symptoms of the decline of Lord 
North’s Influence in that Assembly, the Op¬ 
position renewed their efforts. And if they 
did not overthrow, they at least shook to its 
Base, the Ministry. After two Debates, pro¬ 
tracted to a late hour, in the first of v*^hich, 
the Members present fell little short of four 
hundred, a Majority of only twenty-two ap¬ 
peared on the side of Administration. In the 
second Debate, on the 20th of February, 
where more than four hundred and fifty per¬ 
sons actually voted, a still smaller Majority, 
consisting only of nineteen, negatived Fox’s 
proposition, attributing “ gross mismanage- 
“ ment” to the Nobleman at the Head of 
the Admiralty. Two such Divisions, follow- 
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ing close upon Lord Sackville’s resignation, 
afforded ample triumph to the Minority, 
while they diffused proportionate apprehen¬ 
sion among the adherents of Government. 

I have heard it confidently asserted by 
persons who were conversant in the secret 
History of those Times, that after the second 
Debate, Lord Sandwich received a proposi¬ 
tion, the object of which was to induce him 
to give in his immediate resignation; offering 
him as a recompense for this service done to 
the Crown and to Administration, the Order 
of the Garter, together with a Pension of 
four thousand Pounds a year for life. Lord 
Sandwich rejected the proposal, though com¬ 
ing from Lord North; and though the state 
of his private fortune was such, as by no 
means to place him above the necessity of 
looking to official situation. Such a rejection 
seems to prove that he entertained the most 
sanguine, though the most fallacious expecta¬ 
tions, of the duration of Ministry. In less 
than six weeks afterwards, 1 saw his furniture 
carrying off from the Admiralty, of which, 
Keppel, just named his successor, was taking 
possession. 
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Every day, from this lime down to the 
20th of the subsequent Month, when Lord 
North suddenly threw up the Administration 
of Affairs, was marked by the most violent 
exertions on both sides. Incredible efforts 
were made to procure attendance in Parlia¬ 
ment. The Opposition, conscious that not a 
moment should be lost, gave the Minister no 
respite. Scarcely forty-eight hours after the 
last Debate on Lord Sandwich, General Con¬ 
way introduced a Motion for addressing His 
Majesty, “ to renounce any further attempts 
“ to reduce America by force.” Notwith¬ 
standing the eloquence of the new Secretary 
of State, Mr. Ellis, who on this occasion dis¬ 
played very considerable talents, it became 
impossible to induce the House to maintain 
the contest. Burke, in addition to all the 
arguments suggested by the nature of the 
subject, and the exhausted condition of Great 
Britain; oppressed the recently appointed 
Minister, under the flashes of intolerable wit, 
supported by the keenest ridicule. Never on 
any occasion was he more happy in his allu¬ 
sions, or more pointed in his irony. After 
felicitating Mr. Ellis on succeeding as heir to 
the noble Viscount, at whose feet he had been 
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brought up, and whose political opinions he 
implicitly adopted j Burke compared him to a 
Caterpillar, who having long remained in a 
torpid state, within the silken folds of his lu¬ 
crative Employment as Treasurer of the Navy, 
now bursting his ligaments, fluttered forth, 
the Secretary of the Hour. Pursuing this 
comparison with inconceivable humour, he 
directed the whole force of his powerful mind, 
in impelling his Audience no longer to sup¬ 
port a hopeless, ruinous, and unavailing con¬ 
flict. On that night, the American War 
may indeed be said to have terminated; the 
Question being carried on the part of Govern¬ 
ment, by only one Vote, though near three 
hundred and ninety Members divided. Many 
of those who supported the Minister, seemed 
not less rejoiced at the apparent conclusion 
of the war, than the persons on the opposite 
side: and it has been supposed that Lord 
North himself, whose disinclination to prose¬ 
cute Hostilities beyond the Atlantic, was well 
known; did not really regret, though he was 
necessitated to oppose, the Motion of Gene¬ 
ral Conway. Far from manifesting any in¬ 
tention of laying down his Oflice in conse¬ 
quence of it, he performed one of the most 
important functions of First Minister, only 
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three days afterwards, by opening tlie Budget, 
and proposing a Loan, on the 25th of Febru¬ 
ary. It is true that he postponed the task of 
stating the Taxes to be imposed j but he did 
not the less declare his determination to con¬ 
tinue at the head of His Majesty’s Councils: 
nor did those persons who were most in his 
confidence, either question his sincerity, or 
doubt his resolution. 

It became, indeed, apparent from this 
time, that though a Majority of the House 
of Commons might be still disposed to sup¬ 
port the Ministry, they were altogether weary 
of continuing that contest for the reduction 
of America, which during near seven years 
had produced only an accumulation of ex¬ 
pense and of misfortune. But, on the other 
hand, the Opposition soon discovered, that 
the compulsory abandonment of the Ameri¬ 
can War, and the resignation of Lord North, 
constituted by no means, as they had flattered 
themselves, things synonymous, or insepar¬ 
able in themselves. When General Conway, 
encouraged by the event of his late Motion, 
brought the subject again before the House, 
he indeed out-numbered the Minister on the 
Division, by nineteen, leaving him thus in a 
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Minority. He even carried without dif¬ 
ficulty, an Address to the Throne, soliciting 
His Majesty to stop the prosecution of fur- 
‘‘ ther offensive war against the Colonies.’* 
But, the King, though he returned a gracious 
Answer, did not the less make a vague and 
general Reply to the Address, when it was 
presented to him by the whole House. Un¬ 
able to resist the stream while Jt ran in this 
direction, Lord North no longer attempted it; 
and allowed the Opposition, who on the sub¬ 
ject of America constituted the Majority, to 
declare “ Enemies to his Majesty, and to their 
Country, all those who should advise, or 
“ attempt to prosecute, offensive Hostilities 
against the Americans.” Desirous to meet, 
and to anticipate their wishes, upon a point 
evidently so popular, he even permitted the 
Attorney-General to bring in a Bill, enabling 
the Crown to conclude a Truce, or a Peace, 
with the Colonies. Under these critical cir¬ 
cumstances the month of March opened, 
while the minds of all men were attracted 
towards the termination of a scene so interest¬ 
ing to every individual; but, the issue of 
which it was as yet impossible to foresee, 
from the conduct or the protestations of the 
First Minister. 
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March.] Unable to effect his removal, or to 
provoke his voluntary resignation, by any cen¬ 
sures passed on the conduct of the American 
War, or by any interdictions of its future pro¬ 
secution ; the Opposition became of necessity 
compelled to bring forward a personal Ques¬ 
tion, inculpating Administration. And it 
must be allowed, that in conducting this 
Measure, they proceeded with judicious, as 
well as with cautious steps. A retrograde 
movement, or an unsuccessful attempt, they 
were well aware, would at once undo all that 
had hitherto been effected. Lord North, who 
was individually beloved, in and out of the 
House, even by those who most disapproved 
or opposed many of his Measures; was like¬ 
wise steadily supported by the Sovereign: 
while in the House of Lords, no prospect of 
any defection or change had hitherto mani¬ 
fested itself. The Session moreover advanced 
rapidlyj and if Easter arrived, experience 
had proved that a full Attendance could not 
be obtained after that period of the year, ex¬ 
cept with the utmost difficulty. All these 
facts having been maturely considered in the 
Meetings which took place among the Oppo¬ 
sition Leaders, they determined to try the 
temper of the House of Commons, without 
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delay. On the 8th of March, Lord John 
Cavendish, seconded by Powis, (then Mem¬ 
ber for Northamptonshire, since raised by 
Pitt, to the Peeragei) introduced various Re¬ 
solutions, imputing the Misfortunes of the 
war, to the want of foresight and ability” 
in Ministers. After a very long Debate, in a 
crowded House, the Administration not ven¬ 
turing directly to negative the Proposition, 
yet found themselves unable to carry the 
Motion, though only for the Order of the 
Day, by a greater Majority than ten. It 
might have been supposed that a Government 
which rested on so precarious a Basis, was 
already virtually at an end. But, Lord North 
gave the best indication, as it was considered, 
of his own intention to remain in Office, by 
proposing, only three days afterwards, the 
new Taxes which he meant to imj)ose for the 
service of the year. The contending Parties, 
therefore, prepared for new struggles j and 
from every part of the kingdom, as well as 
from foreign Courts, attendance was pro¬ 
cured. The duration of the Ministry being 
now evidently at issue, and probably about to 
be decided in a very short time, not exceed¬ 
ing three weeks^ it is difficult to convey an 
VOL. II. L 
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idea of the anxiety which agitated the Court, 
the Capital, and the Country. 


The last Debate which preceded Lord 
North’s resignation, took place on the 15th 
of March; it being moved on the part of 
Opposition to declare, that “ the House had 
“ no farther confidence in Ministers.” They 
imagined that if this Motion was carried, no 
Administration would venture to continue in 
Office; or if they should be bold enough 
to defy the indignation of Parliament, the 
same Majority would next address the Crown 
for their removal. There then remained only 
one step more to Impeachment. But, so 
equally balanced were the contending Par¬ 
ties, that though four hundred and sixty- 
three Members voted on the Division, scarcely 
any ground was lost or gained on either side. 
Government still remained in a Majority of 
nine, thus losing one since the preceding 
Debate. Yet, even that single Vote being in 
favor of the Opposition, seemed to indicate 
that they were progressive in the public 
esteem. Every artifice of Party was used to 
encourage their friends, and to terrify, or 
hold out to popular odium, the adherents of 
Administration. Lists were published, and 
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disseminated tliroughout the kingdom, con¬ 
taining the names of the Members who voted 
on each Question ; those voting on the side of 
Government, being printed in red letters, 
while the names of the Minority appeared in 
black Type. Unimportant or contemptible 
as this circumstance may appear, it produced 
nevertheless a powerful effect on weak, or 
timid individuals; and bore some faint resem¬ 
blance to the proceedings of the memorable 
Parliament which met in 1640, under Charles 
the First. 

Lord North appeared likewise to entertain 
strong apprehensions respecting the conse¬ 
quences, which might ultimately result to the 
King, if not to himself, from the struggle in 
which Ministers were engaged. It was gene¬ 
rally believed, that he had stated these fears 
to His Majesty with so much earnestness, and 
had so warmly depictured the painful situation 
in which the Sovereign might be personally 
involved, if his Cabinet should be taken by 
storm; as to have obtained the permission 
of negociating, and even of surrendering on 
Terms. Some of his expressions in the De¬ 
bate of the 15th of March, which intimated 
his readiness or disposition to 'vithdraw from 
L 2 
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Office, and not to form any impediment, if a 
Coalition could be formed for carrying on the 
public Service; seemed to justify the belief, 
that he was authorized to make such Propo¬ 
sitions. They were, however, treated with 
affected ridicule or scorn, by his opponents, 
as only calculated for purposes of delusion, 
in order to weaken or distract their efforts. 
Far from listening to any overtures of Accom¬ 
modation, instant notice was given after the 
Division of nine, that a Motion similar in its 
import, would be made on the subsequent 
Wednesday, being the 20th of March. 

Never were Moments more precious, or 
more critical. It being well known that 
the House of Commons would, according to 
regular usage, adjourn on the 28th of March, 
for ten or eleven days, till after the Easter 
Holidays, which in that year happened to fall 
early; Lord North consequently might cal¬ 
culate almost the number of Hours that he 
had to hold out against his assailants: for, no 
sanguine expectation of successfully renew¬ 
ing their attack upon Ministry, after the Re¬ 
cess, could be entertained by the Opposition. 
Every Effort therefore, it was evident, must 
necessarily be wound up within a week or 
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two, and Government made the strongest de¬ 
monstrations of abiding the issue. Between 
the 16th and the 20th of the Month, in all the 
Departments, positive assurances were given, 
that no compromise or resignation was in¬ 
tended. Robinson protested the same thing 
to me, at his house in St. James’s-square. 
Lord North himself, whatever fluctuations of 
mind he might internally undergo, personally 
reiterated those Declarations to his nearest 
political connexions. No man on either side 
of th^ House, doubted the firmness of the 
Sovereign, or suspected him of abandoning 
his Ministers from personal timidity. Each 
Party therefore prepared to try their force, 
and both expressed themselves confident of 
success. I can assert, however, from the best 
authority, that if the contest had been main¬ 
tained, it would, according to every proba¬ 
bility, have terminated in favor of Adminis¬ 
tration. Robinson, then Secretary of the 
Treasury, and who knew better than any 
man, the secret of affairs, has many times 
assured me, that Government would have in¬ 
fallibly divided from fourteen to tieenty Ma¬ 
jority, on the day when Lord North resigned- 
Robinson having received the written assur¬ 
ances of attendance and support, from many 
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Members who were absent on the Question 
of the 15th. Even various of the Country 
Gentlemen who had hitherto voted with Op¬ 
position, hesitated, or refused, to push the 
Struggle to the utmost extremity. They had 
put an end to the American War, which they 
reprobated; and they wished for a change of 
Men, as well as of Measures, and of System : 
but they wished it with moderation, and were 
averse to using the last expedients which the 
British Constitution admits, lest the Consti¬ 
tution, or the State itself, should suffer in the 
shock. 

20th March.] On the other hand, I know 
from authentic channels of information, that 
Lord North, during the last four Months of 
his continuance in Office, repeatedly tendered 
his resignation to the King; which His Ma¬ 
jesty as often declined, accompanying his re¬ 
fusal with the most gracious and encouraging 
expressions. On Tuesday, the 19th of March, 
the First Minister, apprehensive of the event 
of the Debate which was fixed for the ensuing 
day, in the House of Commons, wrote to the 
King in the most decided terms, resigning his 
Employment; and His Majesty being down 
at Windsor, Lord North dispatched a Mes- 
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senger with the letter. When it arrived, the 
King was going out to hunt: having perused 
its contents, for which he was probably not 
unprepared, he calmly put it into his pocket, 
made no observation, and mounted his Horse. 
But he had not proceeded more than a few 
paces, when a Page came running after him, 
to say that Lord North’s Messenger had re¬ 
ceived orders to bring back a Reply. “ Tell 
“ him,” said the King, “ that I shall be in 
town to-morrow morning, and will then 
‘‘ give Lord North an Answer.” Two No¬ 
blemen were with him at the time, one of 
whom was the late Duke of Dorset; the 
other. Lord Hinchinbrook, (afterwards Earl 
of Sandwich,) related to me these particulars. 
Turning immediately to them,— “ Lord 
“ North,” observed His Majesty, “ has sent 
“ me in his resignation j but I shall not 
accept it.” If, however, the King was ap¬ 
prized of Lord North’s intention or determi¬ 
nation to resign, it was by no means known 
in London ; and on the morning of the very 
Day, I believe that few individuals of either 
Party, entertained a doubt of the continu¬ 
ance of the struggle. Still less did any per¬ 
son conceive, that the First Minister would 
spontaneously lay down his Ofiice, without 
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giving notice to his friends, and contrary to 
his own recent professions. He went soon 
after one o’Clock, to the Treasury, from 
whence he was to repair to St. James’s, where 
the King, as usual, had a Levee. Robinson 
told me, that previous to his quitting the 
Treasury Chambers, they held a long Con¬ 
versation together; in the course of which, 
he shewed Lord.North on paper, the names 
of those Members who had promised to sup¬ 
port him on the ensuing Question, to the 
number of nine, ten, or eleven, at least; not 
one of whom had been present in the preced¬ 
ing Division. And he did not, himself, enter¬ 
tain the slightest suspicion of the First Mi¬ 
nister’s resignation, from whom he received 
the most satisfactory assurances of his in¬ 
tention, in every case, to abide the issue of 
the approaching Debate. After standing to¬ 
gether at the fire in the Board-room, till Lord 
North’s Carriage drew up, they parted about 
ten minutes after two o'Clock; the Minister 
driving strait to St. James’s, while the Secre¬ 
tary, after dispatching a variety of official 
business, repaired soon after four o’Clock, to 
the House of Commons. 

It is probable that the Conversation which 



1782.] 


MEMOIRS. 


153 


took place between the King and Lord North, 
on that occasion, was never minutely reported 
by either, to any third person : but we may 
safely assume that bLs Majesty endeavoured 
to prevail on his Minister not to abandon him. 
Robinson professed himself ignorant of all the 
particulars; though he entertained no doubt 
that Lord North, whether from weariness and 
disgust, or apprehension of the consequences 
that might accrue to his Sovereign, to him¬ 
self, and to the Country, had made up his 
mind as he drove to St. James’s, to state at 
once to the King, the determination that he 
had irrevocably embraced, of laying down 
immediately his Power; a resolution which 
he had notified under his hand, on the preced¬ 
ing Day. It is certain that the interview be¬ 
tween them was long; lasting above an hour 
and a half, without any witness present; at 
the end of which time the Minister with¬ 
drew, in order to attend the House of Com¬ 
mons. I have rarely witnessed so full an 
attendance, at so early an hour, as on that 
Day; not less than four hundred Members 
having taken their seats before five o’Clock ; 
both Parties appearing impatient to proceed 
to business. The only delay arose from the 
absence of the First Minister; and he being 
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every instant expected to arrive from St. 
James’s, all eyes were directed towards the 
Door, each time that it opened. The Mem¬ 
bers on both Sides, who, it was generally 
understood, would speak in the course of the 
ensuing Debate, were well known ^ and as 
the ground of controversy had been so often 
gone over, as well as on account of many in¬ 
valids who attended, and who were unable 
to remain long, it was thought that the 
Question would be brought on before Mid¬ 
night. 

At length Lord North entering in a full 
dressed suit, his Riband over his Coat, pro¬ 
ceeded up the House, amidst an incessant cry 
of “ Order, and Places.” As soon as he had 
reached the Treasury Bench, he rose and 
attempted to address the Chair ^ but Lord 
Surrey, who had given notice of a Motion for 
that Day, being consequently in possession of 
the right to speak first, and having likewise 
risen, a clamour began from all Quarters, of 
the most violent description. It lasted for 
some moments in defiance of every effort 
made by the Speaker to enforce silence; ’till 
in consequence of the earnestness with which 
the Minister besought a hearing, and some 
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expressions relative to the importance of the 
communication that he had to make, which 
pervaded the tumult, the Members opposite 
allowed him the precedence. He then stated, 
after a short preface, that his object was 
to save the time and trouble of the House, 
“ by informing them that the Administration 
was virtually at an end ; that His Majesty 
‘‘ had determined to change his confidential 
“ servants j and that he should propose an 
“ Adjournment, in order to allow time for the 
“ new Ministerial Arrangements which must 
take place.” It is not easy to describe the 
effect which this Declaration produced in a 
popular Assembly, scarcely an individual of 
which did not hear it with lively sentiments 
of exultation, or of concern; both of which 
Emotions were heightened by surprize. No 
painter could have done justice to the ex¬ 
pression depictured in many Countenances. 
The Opposition, without much difficulty, 
consented to the proposed Adjournment; and 
the Members, actuated by very opposite emo¬ 
tions, soon dispersed in all directions, to carry 
the intelligence through the Capital. Not, 
however, till Burke, assuming the part of a 
Moderator, had endeavoured to temper and 
restrain the vociferous joy of his friends, on 
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SO sudden and unexpected an event. But 
scarcely could he obtain a hearing, amidst the 
impatience of men, who for the first time be¬ 
held before their eyes, the promised land. 
Courtney, on the other side of the House, 
pronounced a Panegyric, or more properly, 
an Encomium, on the personal virtues and 
amiable qualities of the First Minister; which 
he did not suspend, on account of the violent 
indications of dissatisfaction exhibited from 
the Opposition Benches. A more interesting 
Scene had not been acted within the walls of 
the House of Commons, since February, 
1743 , when Sir Robert Walpole retired from 
power. Nor did the First Minister of George 
the second, by any means display in the last 
moments of his political life, the equanimity, 
suavity, and dignity, manifested by his suc¬ 
cessor. Lord North ordered his Coach to 
remain at the House of Commons in waiting, 
on that Evening. In consequence of so un¬ 
expected an event as his resignation, and the 
House breaking up at such an early Hour, 
the Housekeeper’s room became crowded to 
the greatest degree; few persons having di¬ 
rected their Carriages to be ready before mid¬ 
night. In the midst of this confusion. Lord 
North’s Coach drove up to the door; and as 
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he prepared to get into it, he said, turning 
to those persons near him, with that unalter¬ 
able equanimity and good temper which 
never forsook him, Good night, Gentle- 
“ men, you see what it is to be in the 
“ secret.” 

However extraordinary and unexpected 
Lord North’s resignation appeared at the 
moment when it took places and however 
certain I esteem it, that he would have car¬ 
ried the Question, on the Evening when he 
laid down his Office, by a larger Majority 
than had supported him on the preceding 
Debate of the 15th; yet it must be admit¬ 
ted that he could assign, not only to himself, 
but to his Sovereign, and to the-Country at 
large, many cogent, if not unanswerable rea¬ 
sons, for retiring from Power. The Nation, 
he well knew, was universally weary of a war, 
the misfortunes that had attended which, 
though perhaps justly imputable to many 
other causes or persons, were attributed prin¬ 
cipally to his errors or mismanagement. He 
beheld himself now engaged in hostilities, di¬ 
rect or indirect, with half Europe, in addition 
to America. Ireland, availing itself of our 
embarrassments, loudly demanded coinmer- 



158 


HISTORICAL 


[1782. 


cial and political Emancipation. On every 
side, the Empire appeared to be crumbling 
into ruin. Minorca, long invested, had al¬ 
ready surrendered, after a defence protracted 
to the last extremity. Gibraltar was closely 
besieged. In the East Indies, our difficulties, 
financial, as well as military, threatened the 
total subversion of our wide extended autho¬ 
rity in that quarter of the Globe; where 
Hyder Ally, though expelled by Sir Eyre 
Coote, from the vicinity of Madras, still 
maintained himself in the Centre of the Car¬ 
natic. If the First Minister looked to the 
West Indies, the prospect appeared still more 
big with alarm. St. Christopher’s, attacked 
by the Marquis de Bouille, might be hourly 
expected to surrender; and he had alread}^ 
re-captured St. Eustatius, either by surprize, 
or by corrupting the Officer who commanded 
the Garrison. Of all the chain of Carribbee 
Islands which had belonged to the Crown of 
Great Britain at the commencement of the 
War, only Antigua and Barbadoes remained. 
Such was our maritime inferiority, that Sir 
Samuel Hood, whose abilities had been vigo¬ 
rously exerted, at the head of the Fleet, to 
defend St. Christopher’s, found himself unable 
to hazard an Engagement with de Grasse. 
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Rodney had indeed sailed from England, with 
a considerable reinforcement, in the month 
of January, to join the British Admiral at 
Barbadoes. But Lord North could not fore¬ 
see, nor did his most sanguine adherents ven¬ 
ture to predict, the splendid victory which 
Rodney obtained over de Grasse, scarcely 
more than three weeks after the resignation of 
the Minister. 

Far from anticipating any such event, the 
most alarming apprehensions were entertain¬ 
ed relative to the safety of Jamaica itself. If 
the combined Fleets of Franee and Spain in 
the AVest Indies, after the reduction of St. 
Christopher’s, should effect a junction, they 
would have exceeded fifty sail of the linej 
while Rodney’s whole force scarcely amount¬ 
ed to more than thirty. And it was very 
doubtful whether such a junction could be 
prevented by any Exertion of Vigilance, Cou¬ 
rage, or Skill. The loss of Jamaica would 
complete the measure of the national cala¬ 
mities, by involving our Commerce and our 
Finances in almost total ruin. Under such 
an accumulation of defeat and of disaster, the 
vengeance of the Country might demand some 
victim j and the leaders of Opposition, though 
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neither sanguinary nor vindictive in tlieir dis¬ 
position, might be compelled to yield to the 
torrent of popular Indignation. Fox, as well 
as Burke and Barre, had in fact many times 
alluded to the Axe and the Block, amongst 
the opprobrious Epithets that they lavished 
on tlie Ministerial errors j and such menaces 
might be realized in a moment of national 
depression or violence. The Crown might 
be even unable to extend protection to its 
servants ; and the Scenes of the year 1641, 
might be renewed under the reign of George 
the Third. That this picture is not exag¬ 
gerated, the History of the period which 
I am writing, sufficiently proves; and how¬ 
ever exempt from personal pusillanimity or 
apprehension we may suppose Lord North 
to have been, it was impossible that he could 
avert his view from these considerations, or 
not allow them their due weight over his 
mind. Though it seems to be indisputable, 
that his final resolution to resign, was at last 
somewhat suddenly embraced, yet the mo¬ 
tives which led to it, had unquestionably long 
existed, and may fully explain, as well as 
justify, his conduct. 

The King, thus abandoned by his Minister, 
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as he had repeatedly been deserted at ear¬ 
lier periods of his reign, by other Ministers, 
chose that evil which he esteemed to be the 
least in his situation. AVell acquainted with 
the discordant materials of which the Oppo¬ 
sition was composed, he sent to Lord Shel¬ 
burne, to signify a desire of conferring with 
him, on the formation of a new Administra¬ 
tion; and when that Nobleman attended His 
Majesty for the purpose, the King proposed 
to him to accept the place of First Lord of 
the Treasury. . But, Lord Shelburne, how¬ 
ever disposed he might be from inclination, 
to comply with an offer so flattering to his 
Ambition; felt too deeply conscious of his 
inability to maintain himself in Power, inde¬ 
pendant of the Rockingham Party, to'venture 
on its acceptance. Having stated therefore, 
the necessity under which he lay of declining 
so gratifying a distinction, at least for the 
present; he urged the over-ruling circum¬ 
stances that left no alternative to the Crown, 
except placing the Marquis of Rockingham 
at the head of the Ministry. Sensible that he 
must submit to the Measure, however pain¬ 
ful, the King therefore, on the subsequent 
day, desired Lord Rockingham’s attendance. 
At the Audience which took place, His Ma- 
VOL. II. M 
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jesty consented to the conditions on which 
tlie Marquis insisted, before he would agree 
to accept Office; only attempting to stipu¬ 
late as a Preliminary, that two of his actual 
Ministers, namely, the Chancellor and Lord 
Stormont, should be continued under the new 
Administration. He could not however ob¬ 
tain such terms; nor was it without great 
repugnance, and after considerable difficulty, 
that even Lord Thurlow was admitted to re¬ 
tain his situation. A decided negative was 
put on the other Nobleman, whom it was 
determined by the Rockingham Party, at all 
events to exclude from any place in the 
Cabinet. 

The Leaders of that powerful Body were 
nevertheless far from having surmounted all 
the impediments to their acquisition of Office; 
and they soon discovered that the expulsion 
of Lord North, though it might open to them 
the door of the Cabinet, bj^ no means secured 
the durability of their Administration. . From 
the first moment that the new competitors for 
Power appeared at St. James’s, inextinguish¬ 
able jealousies arose, and mutual distrust ma¬ 
nifested itself on every occasion. With diffi¬ 
culty could they be prevented from imme- 
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diately proceeding to an open rupture j and 
the external appearances of political union, 
which had been preserved during several 
years of parliamentary Opposition, dissolved 
as soon as they came to divide the ministerial 
objects of plunder, or to dispute for prefer¬ 
ence in the royal favor. The Marquis of 
Rockingham, conscious that though he might 
ostensibly be placed at the head of the new 
Administration, yet the King regarded him 
and his adherents with sentiments of alien¬ 
ation; while he considered Lord Shelburne 
with regard, and treated him with confidence; 
took umbrage at the distinction. In this 
situation of affairs, before the formation of 
the new Cabinet, an incident which displayed 
the superior interest that Lord Shelburne pos¬ 
sessed at Court, nearly terminated at once 
the compact by which Lord North had been 
expelled, and consequently involved the whole 
Embrio Ministry in total confusion. 

Scarcely could the Ministry be said indeed 
with propriety, as yet to have any real exist¬ 
ence; for though Mr. Fox and Lord Shel¬ 
burne had been named Secretaries of State ; 
and though Lord Camden had accepted the 
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Presidency of the Council, while the Duke 
of Grafton was made Privy Seal; yet neither 
the new Boards of Treasury nor of Admiralty 
were constituted. Lord John Cavendish alone 
had been sworn in, as the new Chancellor 
of the Exchequer: but the Marquis of Rock¬ 
ingham, and Admiral Keppel, who were des¬ 
tined to preside at the two Boards, were not 
as yet regularly appointed. The post of 
Commander in Chief of the Forces, as well 
as the Master General of the Ordnance, both 
which had commonly or frequently been 
Cabinet Offices, still remained vacant. No 
individual had been proposed to be raised to 
the Peerage i when Lord Shelburne availing 
himself of the facility which he enjoyed of 
access to the Sovereign, induced His Majesty 
to confer the dignity of a Baron, on his friend 
and adherent, Dunning. The Business itself, 
which neither the King, nor Lord Shelburne, 
communicated to the Marquis of Rocking¬ 
ham; was managed with such dexterity, as 
well as silence and dispatch, that the first 
intimation received of it, even by the persons 
about the Court, arose from Dunning’s kiss¬ 
ing the King’s hand at the Levee, on his 
Creation. But, no sooner had the intelli¬ 
gence become known, than it produced the 
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most violent fermentation and resentment 
among all the Rockingham Party. Consider¬ 
ing their Chief as equally overreached and in¬ 
sulted by the proceeding, since it was evident 
that Lord Shelburne could effect for his fol¬ 
lowers, objects of the highest importance, 
which proved to the Public his superior and 
exclusive Ascendancy at St. James’s; they de¬ 
termined on exacting immediate reparation. 

Under this impression, several of the lead¬ 
ing persons, among whom were Fox, Burke, 
and George Byng, having repaired to Lord 
Rockingham’s house in Grosvenor-square, a 
sort of tumultuary consultation was there held 
on . the occasion. They unanimously agreed 
that the First Lord of the Treasury would be 
at once dishonoured in the Cabinet, and dis¬ 
graced in the public estimation ; if the Secre¬ 
tary of State, so much his inferior in official 
rank, could thus, without his knowledge or 
participation, dispose of the highest Dignities 
to his own adherents. It was maintained that 
the reparation ought to be no less public, 
than the affront; and that in order to wipe 
it away, some individual must be without 
delay raised to the Peerage, at Lord Rocking¬ 
ham’s personal recommendation. Ihisreso- 
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lution being adopted, it was next debated 
whom to choose for the honor. The selection 
fell on Sir Fletcher Norton, late Speaker of 
the House of Commons: not indeed, so much 
from inclination, as from necessity; no other 
person appearing equally proper to be created 
a Peer at the same time with Dunning, as 
Sir Fletcher; they being, both. Lawyers of 
great eminence in their profession. Members 
of the House of Commons, and rival Candi¬ 
dates for Power or Office. 


On the following Day, Thursday, the 28th 
of March, the new First Lord of the Trea¬ 
sury repaired therefore to St. James’s. Hav¬ 
ing obtained an Audience of the King, he 
represented the impossibility of his continu¬ 
ing at the head of the intended Administra¬ 
tion, after the elevation of Mr. Dunning to a 
Peerage, on Lord Shelburne’s recommenda¬ 
tion, unless His Majesty should be graciously 
pleased to confer the same mark of royal 
favor on one of his own friends. After some 
hesitation, the King, apprehensive of the con¬ 
sequences to himself and to the public tran¬ 
quillity, if Lord Rockingham and his followers 
should suddenly resign, as they menaced; 
and aware that Lord Shelburne could not 
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support himself alone; signified his assent to 
the proposition: adding, that the person 
named, Sir Fletcher Norton, might kiss his 
hand at the first Levee. But, the Marquis 
peremptorily insisted on that ceremony im¬ 
mediately taking place on the same Day. In 
vain the King stated the singularity and im¬ 
propriety of such an act, contrary to all the 
usages of established Court Etiquette, inas¬ 
much as no individual ever was known to be 
presented at the Queen’s Drawing Room, by 
whatever Title, till he had previously been 
received under that denomination, at the 
Levee. Lord Rockingham signified in Reply, 
respectfully, but tenaciously, that every Form 
must give way on the present occasion; and 
he exacted compliance. Sir Fletcher being 
brought forward, actually kissed His Majes¬ 
ty’s hand on his Creation as a Baron, by the 
title of Lord Grantley, the same Day, in the 
Drawing Room, to the no small astonishment 
of the oldest Courtiers; and hardly less so of 
the newly created Peer himself, who having 
been apprized of this extraordinary Elevation, 
attended for the purpose at St. James’s, on the 
previous notice of only a few hours. No 
instance of such a breach of established usage 
has occurred, either before or since, in tiTe 
course of the present Reign. 



168 


HISTORICAL 


[17^2. 


April.] This subject of contest being thus 
regulated, and the Rockingham Party tri- 
Aimphant, the new Administratipu was ,at 
length formed, though of very heterogeneous 
materials. Instead of iime individuals who 
constituted Lord North’s Cabinet, eleven,were 
now admitted; the third Secretaryship of 
State, namely, that for the Colonies,, lately 
occupied by ,Lord Sackville, being extin¬ 
guished. General Conway, as. the recomr 
pense of. his late distinguished services in 
Parliament, was placed at the head of the 
Army. The separation of the Office of First 
Lord of the Treasury, from that of Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer, made way for Lord 
John Cavendish’s entrance into the Cabinet; 
and the introduction of the Master General 
of the Ordnance, who had not been admitted, 
under Lord North, brought in the Duke of 
Richmond: while, in order to oppose some 
little balance to the preponderating ascendan¬ 
cy of the Marquis’s friends. Lord Ashburton, 
contrary to general usage or precedent, was 
admitted to a Seat, in quality of Chancelloi* 
of the Duchy of Lancaster. 

The other great objects of Ambition or 
Acquisition, were shared.with tolerable equa¬ 
lity, among the friends of the two principal 
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^Leaders.- The Earl of Carlisle was replaced, 
as Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, by the Duke 
of Portland. Rigby, who during near four¬ 
teen years had enjoyed the prodigious emo¬ 
luments of the Pay Office, without any Col¬ 
league, relinquished that enviable and lucra¬ 
tive Post to Burke. Welbore Ellis, fallen in 
an instant from his double elevation of Secre¬ 
tary of State, and Treasurer of the Navy, 
made way for Barre in the latter employment; 
while Jenkinson was succeeded, as Secretary at 
War, by Mr. Thomas Townsend. Kenyon be¬ 
came Attorney General. We were Colleagues 
for the Borough ofHindon in that Parliament. 
He possessed a deep and recondite knowledge 
of the Law, the result of severe application; 
and was supposed to be consulted by the 
Chancellor, on all cases that arose of legal 
difficulty. Little conversant with the man¬ 
ners of polite life, Kenyon retained, even 
when Lord Chief Justice of the King’s Bench, 
to which high Dignity he afterwards rose, all 
the original coarse homeliness of his early 
habits. Irascible in his temper, destitute of 
all refinement, parsimonious even in a degree 
approaching to Avarice; he nevertheless more 
than balanced these defects of deportment 
and character, by strict morality, probity. 
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and integrity. As a Member of the House 
of Commons, whenever he spoke, though he 
wanted grace, he could not be reproached 
with any deficiency in the essential qualities 
of perspicuity, energy, and command of lan¬ 
guage. General Burgoyne, whose exchange 
had at length been effected against Laurens, 
the late President of the American Congress; 
thus liberated from the inabilities which his 
surrender at Saratoga had inflicted on him, 
was sent to replace Sir John Irwin, as Com¬ 
mander in Chief in Ireland. 

The Duke of Bolton, as a return for the 
service which he had rendered in the Session 
of 1781, by arraigning in the House of Peers, 
the conduct of the First Lord of the Admi¬ 
ralty, was made Governor of the Isle of 
Wight. During his elder Brother’s life, when 
only Lord Harry Powlett, he had served in 
the Royal Navy, where, however, he ac¬ 
quired no laurels; and he was commonly sup¬ 
posed to be the “ Captain Whiffle” pour- 
trayed by Smollet, in his “ Roderick Ran- 

dom.” Sheridan received the Appointment 
of one of the Under Secretaries of State in 
Fox’s Office; who having taken for him¬ 
self the foreign Department, left the home 
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Secretaryship to Lord Shelburne; a parti¬ 
tion by no means grateful to the latter. Of 
all the ostensible Candidates for Employment, 
whose birth and talents seemed to call him 
forward to the service of the State, and whose 
Eloquence in Parliament, had eminently con¬ 
duced to the triumph obtained over the late 
Administration, Mr. Pitt alone remained 
without post or situation. Not that the new 
Ministers manifested either insensibility to 
his merits, or indifference to securing such 
abilities in their immediate support. On the 
contrary, as the best proof of their consider¬ 
ation, they offered him the place of a Lord of 
the Treasury, in the formation of the Board 
about to be constituted. But, in making him 
this proposition, they appeared to have ill 
appreciated his Character; and least of all 
to have understood the extent, as well as the 
depth of his Ambition. Pitt steadily rejected 
every solicitation, preferring to remain for the 
present, without Office. Whether this refusal 
originated in his consciousness of possessing 
talents, which, from their pre-eminence, ena¬ 
bled him at once to seize a Cabinet place, 
without passing, like other men, through any 
inferior gradations of political life; or whe¬ 
ther it rather proceeded from that superior 
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intelligence and discernment, which even at 
so early a period of youth, shewed him that 
a Ministry imbued with such discordant 
principles, and odious to the Sovereign, could 
not possibly prove of long duration; it may 
be difficult to determine with certainty. 
Probably, both those sentiments concurred 
in regulating this judicious line of action. . 

8th April.] Never was a more total change 
X)f Costume beheld, than the House of Com¬ 
mons presented to the eye, when that As¬ 
sembly met for the dispatch of business, after 
the Easter Recess. The Treasury Bench, as 
well as the Places behind it, had been for so 
many years occupied by Lord North’and his 
friends, that it became difficult to recognize 
them again in their, new Seats, dispersed over 
the Opposition Benches, in great coats, 
frocks, and boots. Mr. Ellis himself appeared 
for the first time in.his life, in an undress. 
To contemplate the Ministers their succes¬ 
sors, emerged from their obscure lodgings, or 
from Brookes’s, having thrown off their blue 
and buff uniforms; now ornamented with 
the appendages of Dress, or returning from 
Court, decorated with swords, lace, and hair 
powder; excited still more astonishment. 
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Even some degree of ridicule attached to 
this extraordinary and sudden Metamorphosis, 
which afforded subject for conversation, no 
less than food for mirth. It happened that 
just at the time when the change of Admi¬ 
nistration took place. Lord Nugent’s house, 
in Great George-street, having been broken 
open, was robbed of a variety of articles; 
among others, of a number of pairs of laced 
ruffles. He caused the particulars of the 
effects stolen to be advertized in some of the 
daily Newspapers, where they were minutely 
specified with great precision. Coming down 
to the House of Commons immediately after 
the Recess, a Gentleman who accidentally sat 
next to him, asked his Lordship, if he had yet 
made any discovery of the articles recently 
lost ? I can’t say that I have,” answered 
he, “ but I shrewdly suspect that I have seen 
some of my laced ruffles, on the hands of 
** the Gentlemen who now occupy the Trea- 
sury Bench.” This Reply, the effect of 
which was infinitely encreased by the pre¬ 
sence of Fox and Burke in their Court 
dresses, obtained general circulation, and oc¬ 
casioned no little laughter. 

Even the Drawing Room at St. James’s, 
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underwent considerable Alteration in its ap¬ 
pearance, as well as the House of Commons, 
in consequence of the political Revolution 
which had driven the late Ministers from 
Power. The Earl of Hertford, one of the 
‘‘ antient, most domestic ornaments” of the 
Court, who had held the White Wand of 
Chamberlain for more than fifteen years, 
and whose presence in the Circle seemed 
almost essential to its very existence; of course 
disappeared. The Duke of Manchester suc¬ 
ceeded him. Lord Effingham, whose name, 
since the Riots of June, 1780, had scarcely 
been pronounced on the theatre of public 
life, beca^me Treasurer of the Household, in 
the place of Lord Salisbury. No individual, 
dismissed in consequence of the change of 
Administration, was more personally regretted 
by the King, than Lord Bateman, who had 
held during many years, the Post of Mas¬ 
ter of the Buck Hounds. The frankness and 
gaiety of his disposition, rendered liis society 
peculiarly agreeable to the Sovereign. Lord 
Bateman’s descent on the maternal side, was 
very illustrious; his mother having been 
Grand Daughter to John, Duke of Marlbo¬ 
rough, and sister to the second Duke of that 
name. By his paternal Ancestors, he inhe- 
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rited only civic Honors, his grandfather Sir 
James Bateman being knighted when Lord 
Mayor of London, under George the First. 
At near seventy years of age. Lord Bateman 
preserved all the activity of youth, accompa¬ 
nied by an elasticity of mind and character 
which never forsook him. He might have 
been reinstated in the employment of Master 
of the Buck Hounds, under succeeding Ad¬ 
ministrations : but he preferred the enjoyment 
of personal liberty, and passed the last years 
of his life principally at his seat of Sliobden, 
in the County of Hereford. Flis understand¬ 
ing was good, but he loved pleasure of every 
description, more than business; and he pos¬ 
sessed that mediocrity of talents, which never 
inspiring awe, forms the best recommenda¬ 
tion to royal favour. Curiosity was so strong¬ 
ly excited to see the new Ministers, and to 
remark the demeanor of persons, who during 
many years had rarely stood in the presence 
of the Sovereign, or frequented St. James’s ; 
that numerous individuals attended the Levee 
and the Drawing-room, from no other motive. 
Those who had always speculated on the 
short duration of the present Administration, 
derived additional proofs in favour of their 
opinion, from the very looks and reciprocal 
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deportment of the principal personages.’ 
Every attention shewn by the King to Lord 
Shelburne, excited the instant jealousy of the 
Rockingham Party, and hastened their final 
separation. Time alone, indeed, was neces¬ 
sary for making the political arrangements, 
indispensable before the former Nobleman 
could venture to throw off his subjection to 
his Colleagues, and to set up for himself, as 
First Minister. 

April.] Previous to Lord North’s resig¬ 
nation of power, Mr. Fox had more than once 
insinuated or maintained in the House of 
Commons, that if he were Minister, he pos¬ 
sessed the means of making a separate Treaty 
with the Dutch, and of detaching them from 
France. His friends did not even scruple to 
assert, that “ he had a Peace with Holland 

in his pocketExpressions, which being 
uttered in a period of misfortune and des¬ 
pondency, could not fail of producing a 
forcible impression on the sanguine, as well 
as on the credulous, part of society. One 
of diis first attempts, as Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, became in fact directed to 
the attainment of so salutary and important 
an object. In order to, effect it, he thought 
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proper to address a letter to the Russian Mi¬ 
nister then residing at the Court of London; 
making through him, the offer of an imme¬ 
diate suspension of hostilities between Great 
Britain and Holland, as a step preparatory 
to Negociation. ‘ This proposal was after¬ 
wards warmly reiterated and seconded, bv 
the Ernbassadors of Catherine the Second at 
the Hague. But, instead of the Nation de¬ 
riving any benefit from Fox’s hasty over¬ 
ture, it was received by the States General 
with coldness, and treated with contempt; 
they wisely preferring to negociate in con¬ 
cert with France and Spain, whenever a 
plan should be set on foot for general Paci¬ 
fication. Baffled in this experiment, the Ca¬ 
binet next made propositions at the Court of 
Versailles, for an accommodation, and even 
sent Mr. Thomas Grenville to Paris, for the 
purpose: while Admiral Digby and Sir Guv^ 
Carleton were dispatched to America, with 
instructions to offer an immediate acknow¬ 
ledgment of the Independance of the thirteen 
Colonies. The Congress, however, as if ani¬ 
mated by the same spirit with the Dutch 
refused to receive any Messenger, or even to 
grant a passport to the person deputed by 
the British Commissioners, for commencing a 
VOL. II. X 



178 HISTORICAL [1782. 

Negociation. It seemed impossible for the 
new Ministers to begin their foreign diplo¬ 
matic labors under more unpromising Aus¬ 
pices, after having held out to the country 
such delusive Expectations. 

They found it much easier to induce the 
House of Commons to listen to their Propo¬ 
sitions, than to persuade or to conciliate any 
of the belligerent Powers. No opposition 
whatsoever was experienced from Lord North, 
who, though at the head of a routed Party, 
yet remained the nominal chief of a numerous 
body of men. He attended in his place, and 
might, if he had been so disposed, have greatly 
impeded, if not wholly prevented, many of 
the Measures of the new Government. But, 
far from throwing any obstacles in their way, 
he allowed them without molestation to com¬ 
plete their projects of Reform, in every di¬ 
rection. Burke opened the System of do¬ 
mestic Retrenchment, by bringing in anew 
his famous Bill for the Reduction of the civil 
List, so often proposed, and so often rejected, 
or eluded, in preceding Sessions. But “quan- 
“ turn mutatus ab illo Hectore !” Instead 
of two hundred thousand Pounds a-year, 
which by a species of political Arithmetic, 
formed on Data of his own Assumption, he 
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had calculated in 1779, would annihilate mi¬ 
nisterial influence in the House of Commons, 
commensurate to fifty Members or Votes in 
Parliament; he now proposed only about a 
third part of that annual Sum for the scope 
of his reduction. Maoy retrenchments that 
had appeared to be indispensable, while he 
was in Opposition, were abandoned when he 
spoke from the Treasury Bench. Some abuses 
owed their prospective toleration to the per¬ 
sonal respect that, he said, he felt for the 
Individuals who presided over the Oflice or 
Department. Others were perpetuated from 
deference to prejudice, or popular predilec¬ 
tion. The Ordnance might be safely trusted 
to the Duke of Richmond’s vigilant frugality. 
Lord Ashburton extended his protection to 
the Duchy of Lancaster. The Mint was left 
untouched; and even some of the white 
Wands, as contributing to the splendor of 
the Court, obtained grace. Yet, thus muti¬ 
lated, and hardly recognizable, both Burke, 
and Powis, who seconded the Motion for an 
Address of Thanks to the King, on his Mes¬ 
sage relative to this subject; melted into 
Tears, at the prospect of their approaching 
Triumph over Court Profusion and ministerial 
Corruption. 

N 2 
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Two Bills, one for the prevention of Con¬ 
tractors sitting in Parliament; the other, for 
excluding Officers of the Excise and Customs 
from voting at Elections; were likewise passed 
with little difficulty or delay, through the 
lower House, where the Administration carried 
all before them. But, in the House of Peers, 
they experienced from the Chancellor, as well 
as from Lords Mansfield and Loughborough, 
the most decided Opposition. These Pillars 
of the Law, far from yielding to the temper 
of the Times, endeavoured, though ineffec¬ 
tually, to stem its force. Thurlow, in parti¬ 
cular, even while holding in his hand the 
Great Seal of England, and while in his own 
person a Member of the Cabinet; yet ex¬ 
pressed with that gloomy indignation which 
characterized his style of speaking, the dis¬ 
approbation that he felt at such inroads on 
the majesty of the Crown, as well as on the 
franchises of the Subject. Unawed by the 
appearance of Fox and Burke, who, in order 
to impress him with respect, as well as to 
display the interest that they took in the suc¬ 
cess of these Measures, usually appeared in 
the House of Peers, on the steps of the 
Throne, while the Bills were agitating; Lord 
Thurlow animadverted on them with the ut- 
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most severity, and divided in the Minority, 
on all the most obnoxious Clauses. But the 
stream, which ran with too much violence, 
successfully to oppose its current, soon se¬ 
cured for each of the Bills, the concurrence 
of the Sovereign. 

It cannot be disputed by the greatest ene¬ 
mies of Reform, that various of the Offices, or 
nominal Employments, suppressed by Burke’s 
Bill,’ were become obsolete, destitute of any 
real function, and void of apparent utility. 
Nor will it be denied, that the annual aggre¬ 
gate Sum which the Measure saved to the 
Country, though now reduced from two hun¬ 
dred thousand Pounds, to about seventy thou¬ 
sand Pounds a-year, yet still formed a con¬ 
siderable object of national economy. But, 
on the other hand, the extinction of so many 
Places, deprived the Crown of that species of 
majesty, produced by the operation of time, 
and the hoar of Ages;” advantages, which 
no man knew better how to appreciate and 
to venerate, as well as to celebrate and sus¬ 
tain, than Burke himself. We beheld him, 
scarcely ten years afterwards, stand forward 
the determined champion of monarchical in- 
titutions, and the zealous opposer of almost 
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every kind of innovation. We may likewise 
remark, that the Board of Trade, and the 
Office of Third Secretary of State, both which 
Institutions his Bill abolished, have been since 
revived, from a conviction of their respective 
necessity or advantages. Even the “ Great 
“ Wardrobe,” the Treasurer of the Cham- 
“ ber,” the ‘‘ Jewel Office,” the Clerks 

of the Board of Green Cloth,” and some 
other Appointments, which may appear at 
first Sight to be most exceptionable or unne¬ 
cessary j yet, as carrying us back in imagina¬ 
tion to the reigns of the Tudors, by whom 
they were instituted, diffused over the Throne 
itself, a Gothic Grandeur, calculated to pro¬ 
tect and to perpetuate the sanctity of the 
monarchical Office. These adventitious aids 
will not be despised by those who deeply con¬ 
sider the nature of Man, and. of all human 
institutions. 

Other consequences of an injurious des¬ 
cription, not foreseen at the time, or from 
which the author of the Bill chose to avert 
his view, have flowed from the Measure. In 
Burke’s eagerness to diminish the supposed 
overgrown influence of the Crown, arising 
from the distribution of Offices among the 
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Members of the House of Commons, a 
greater injury has been probably sustained by 
the British Constitution. The Minister, de¬ 
prived of the means of procuring parlia¬ 
mentary attendance and support, by confer¬ 
ring Places on his adherents, has in many 
instances been compelled to substitute a far 
higher remuneration , namely. Peerages. A 
review of Air. Pitt’s Administration, will 
form the strongest illustration of this remark. 
I know indeed, from the best authority, that 
Burke himself lived to adopt the opinion, and 
like other reformers or innovators, found rea¬ 
son to lament the effects of his own Bill. Be¬ 
ing at Bath, in a declining state of health, 
not long before his decease, the conversation 
turned on the great augmentation made by 
Mr. Pitt to the numbers of the House of 
Lords, during the preceding thirteen years. 
I fear,” said Burke, “ that I am partly 
accountable for so disproportionate an in- 
crease of Honours, by having deprived tlie 
Crown and the Minister of so many other 
“ sources of recompence or reward, which 
‘‘ were extinguished by my Bill of Reform.” 
Mr. Pitt, when he came into Power, early 
in 1784, had in fact little left him to bestow, 
in proportion to the croud of claimants, ex- 
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cept Dignities; and he was not parsimonious 
in their distribution. The two Bills, exclud¬ 
ing Contractors from sitting in the House of 
Commons, and depriving Custom-house or 
Excise Officers, of the right of voting at 
elections for Members of Parliament; though 
liable, respectively, to some objections; and 
though both were strongly reprobated at the 
time, by the greatest legal characters in the 
•House of Peers; yet appear to have obtained, 
and still to retain, the general approbation of 
the Country. 

Many persons of high' rank reluctantly 
disappeared from about the King’s person 
and Court, in consequence of Burke’s Bill of 
Reform. The Earl of Darlington quitted 
the Jewel Office; and Lord Pelham, the 
•Great Wardrobe: the first of which Offices 
owed its institution to Elizabeth; while the 
latter remounted to the times of the Planta- 
genets. The Earl of Essex laid down the 
Stag Hounds; as did Lord Denbigh, the 
Harriers: while the disasters of Saratoga arid 
of York Town were thus felt by rebound, 
through every avenue of St. James’s. • Gib¬ 
bon, who had sat at^the Board of Trade since 
1779, being dismissed from his official attend- 
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ance in Whitehall; found himself more at 
leisure to continue that great historical work 
which he ultimately compleated on the Banks 
of the Lake of Geneva, and which will per¬ 
petuate his name to distant Ages. George 
Selwyn lost a lucrative Appointment under 
the Board of Works; and though possessed 
of an affluent Fortune, together with a Bo¬ 
rough, yet as he loved money, no man who 
suffered in consequence of the reduction of 
the -Civil List, retained a deeper resentment 
towards the Party who had abridged his en¬ 
joyments, and diminished his income. I 
knew him with some degree of intimacy, hav¬ 
ing sat as his Colleague in Parliament, during 
more than six years, for Ludgershall, from 
1784 to 1790. He resided in Cleveland Row, 
in the House rendered memorable by the 
quarrel which took place between Sir Robert 
Walpole and Lord Townsend, under the 
reign of George the First; when the first 
Minister and the Secretary of State seized 
each other by the throat: a scene which Gay 
is supposed to have pourtrayed in The 
“ Beggar^s Opera,” under the Characters of 
Peachum and Lockitt. Selwyn was a Mem¬ 
ber of the Flouse of Commons, during the 
greater part of his life; and down to the year 
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1780 , lie constantly represented Glocester, 
near which city he had a Seat, at Matson. 
The Unpopularity consequent on the Ame¬ 
rican War, throughout the whole Progress 
of which Contest, he supported Government, 
occasioned his being rejected by his old Con¬ 
stituents at the General Election which took 
Place in that Year. He told me, that during 
the memorable siege of Glocester, underta¬ 
ken by Charles the First in 1643, Charles, 
Prince of Wales, and James, Duke of York, 
who both in turn ascended the Throne, but, 
who were then Boys, remained at Matson. 
And he added, that James the Second, after 
he came to the Crown, used frequently to 
mention the circumstance to his Grandfather 
when he went to Court; observing, My 
“ brother and I were generally shut up in a 
“ Chamber on the second Floor at Matson, 
“ during the day j where you will find that 

we have left the marks of our confinement, 
“ inscribed with our knives, on the ledges of 
“ all the windows.” 

Selwyn possessed infinite wit. He had in¬ 
deed succeeded to Philip, Earl of Chester¬ 
field’s Reputation for J5on MotSy most of 
which that then attained to any celebrity. 



1782.] . 


MEMOIRS. 


187 


were either made by, or attributed to, him. 
Their effect, when falling from his lips, be¬ 
came greatly augmented by the listless and 
drowsy manner in which he uttered them; 
for he alv/ays seemed half asleep : yet the 
promptitude of his replies was surprizing. 
The late Duke of Queensberry, who lived in 
the most intimate friendship with him, told 
me that Selwyn was present at a public 
Dinner with the Mayor and Corporation of 
Glocester, in the year 1758, when the in¬ 
telligence arrived of our Expedition having 
failed before Rochfort. The Mayor turning 
to Selwyn, “ You, Sir,” said he, “ who are 
in the ministerial secrets, can no doubt 
“ inform us of the cause of this misfortune?” 
Selwyn, though utterly ignorant on the sub¬ 
ject, yet unable to resist the occasion of 
amusing himself at the enquirer’s expense, 
“ I will tell you in confidence the reason, 
“ Mr. Mayor,” answered he; “ the fact is, 
“ that the scaling ladders prepared for the 
“ occasion, were found on trial to be too 
‘‘ short.” This solution, which suggested it¬ 
self to him at the moment, was considered by 
the Mayor to be perfectly explanatory of the 
failure, and as such, he communicated it to 
all his friends; not being aware, though Sel- 
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wyn was, that Roclifort lies on the river Cha- 
rente, some leagues from the sea-shore, and 
that our troops had never even effected a 
landing on the French Coast. 

Blit it was not so much as a man of wit, 
that I cultivated his society. He was like¬ 
wise thoroughly versed in our History, and 
master of many curious, as well as secret 
Anecdotes, relative to the Houses of Stuart 
and of Brunswic. . As he had an aversion to 
all long Debates in Parliament, during which 
he frequently fell asleep; we used to withdraw 
sometimes to one of the Committee rooms up 
stairs, where his conversation was often very 
instructive. Talking to him of the death and 
execution of Charles the First, he assured me 
that the Duchess of Portsmouth always as¬ 
serted, as havirig been communicated to her 
by Charles the Second, that his father was 
not beheaded either by Colonel Pride, or 
Colonel Joyce; though one of the two is 
commonly considered to have performed that 
Regicide Act. The Duchess maintained that 
the man’s name was Gregory Brandon. He 
wore a black crape stretched over his face, 
and had no sooner taken off the King’s head, 
than he was put into a Boat at Whitehall 
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Stairs, together with the Block, the black 
cloth that covered it, the Axe, and every 
article stained with the Blood. Being con¬ 
veyed to the Tower, all the im])lements used 
in the decapitation, were immediately re¬ 
duced to ashes. A purse containing a hun¬ 
dred broad pieces of gold was delivered to 
him, after which recompence he received his 
dismission. Brandon survived the transac¬ 
tion many years, but divulged it a short time 
before he expired. This account, as coming 
from the Duchess of Portsmouth, challenges 
great respect. 

From his own Father, who had acted a 
conspicuous part during Sir Robert Walpole’s 
Administration, Selwyn knew many of the 
secret Springs of Affairs, under George the 
First and Second. He told me that the for¬ 
mer of those Kings, when he came over here 
from Hanover in 1714, understanding very 
imperfectly the English language^ found him- 
.self so weary while assisting at the Service in 
the Chapel Royal, that he frequently entered 
into conversation in French or German, with 
the persons behind him. Charles the second, 
who could not plead the same Excuse for his 
Inattention ^ was accustomed, as we know 
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from Burnet, to fall fast asleep j and Harry 
Bennet, afterwards created Earl of Arlington, 
usually awoke His Majesty towards the Con¬ 
clusion of the Sermon. Among the few indi¬ 
viduals who had retained under the new 
Reign, the Places that they held or occupied 
about Queen Anne, was Dr. Younger, Dean 
of Salisbury. Anticipating the change of 
Sovereigns, he had applied with such success 
to render himself Master of the German Lan¬ 
guage, that he was continued in the Office 
of Clerk of the Closet, which gave him great 
access to the King, behind whose chair he 
usually stood at Chapel. With Younger, 
His Majesty often talked during the Service; 
a circumstance, which as being indecorous, 
naturally excited much offence. Lord Towns¬ 
end, then one of the Secretaries of State, 
animated by a sense of loyal affection, ven¬ 
tured to acquaint him that his deportment at 
Chapel, gave cause of regret, mingled with 
animadversion, to many of his most attached 
Subjects; beseeching him at the same Time, 
particularly to abstain from conversing with 
Dr. Younger. Far from resenting the free¬ 
dom taken with him. His Majesty promised 
amendment; and Lord Townsend strongly 
enjoined the Clerk of the Closet to observe in 
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future the most decorous Behaviour on his 
part. Finding however that they resumed or 
continued the same practice, Lord Townsend 
sent Younger a positive order, as Secretary 
of State, directing him, without presuming 
to present himself again in the royal presence, 
to repair immediately to his Deanery. Dr. 
Younger, conceiving the injunction to pro¬ 
ceed from the King, obeyed without remon¬ 
strance or delay 5 and the Secretary waiting 
on His Majesty, informed him that the Dean 
had received a kick from a horse which frac¬ 
tured his skull, of which accident he was 
dead. George the First expressed the deepest 
concern at his loss, and never entertained the 
most remote idea of the deception which had 
been practised on him. Several years after¬ 
wards, before which time Lord Townsend 
had quitted his Employment, the King going 
down to review some Regiments that were 
encamped on Salisbury Plain, the Bishop and 
Chapter of that City had the honour to be 
presented to him, and to kiss his hand. But, 
when Younger approached for the purpose. 
His Majesty, overcome with amazement at 
beholding again a man whom he had long 
considered as no more, could scarcely restrain 
his emotions. As soon however as circum- 
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stances permitted, he sent for the Dean into^ 
his presence, and a mutual explanation took 
place. Conscious of the rectitude and pro-, 
priety of the, motives which had actuated 
Lord Townsend in his conduct, he never ex-. 
pressed any sentiment of anger, or of Resent¬ 
ment; but contented himself with promising 
Younger to confer on him a Mitre, as soon 
as an occasion should present itself: an as¬ 
surance which he would have probably real¬ 
ized, if the Dean had not shortly afterwards, 
been carried off by death. 

Selwyn’s nervous irritability, and anxious 
curiosity to observe the effect of dissolution 
on men, exposed him to much ridicule, not 
unaccompanied with censure. He was ac-; 
cused of attending all Executions; and some¬ 
times, in order to elude notice, disguised in 
a female Dress. I have been assured that in 
1756, he went over to Paris, expressly for the 
purpose of witnessing the last moments of 
Damien, who expired under the most acute 
torture, for having attempted the life of Louis 
the Fifteenth. Being among the croud, and 
attempting to approach too near the Scaffold, 
he was at first repulsed by one of the Exe¬ 
cutioners ;b^ut, having informed the person. 
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that he had made the journey from London, 
solely with a view to be present at the pu¬ 
nishment and death of Damien, the man im¬ 
mediately caused the people to make way, 
exclaiming at the same time, ‘‘ Faites place 
‘‘ pour Monsieur. C'est un Anglois, et un 
“ Amateur.^^ The Baron Grimm, in his 

Correspondence,” relates this story as hav¬ 
ing happened to Condamine. Mr. Pitt, in 
order to recompense Selwyn for the place of 

Paymaster of the Works,” of which he 
was deprived by Burke’s Bill, made him in 
1784, ‘‘ Surveyor General of the Crown 
“ Lands,” which Office he retained till his 
decease, in 1790. 

Wilkes, who during more than thirteen 
successive years, in various Parliaments, had 
vainly endeavoured to expunge from the 
Journals of the House of Commons, the me¬ 
morable Resolutions relative to the Middlesex 
Election^ after being so often foiled, at length 
attained his object. The Division whicli 
took Place upon this Question, was attended 
with the singular circumstance of Lord North 
and Fox dividing together in the Minority. 
The new Secretary of State, whose original . 
political line of conduct, while supporting the 

VOL, II. o 
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Administration which he had recently ex¬ 
pelled, and of which he once formed a part, 
made it sometimes difficult for him to main¬ 
tain the appearance of consistency; affected 
to speak and to vote from the Treasury Bench, 
against Wilkes’s Motion. Having, unfortu¬ 
nately given his ministerial sanction in early 
life, to various measures calculated for affix¬ 
ing parliamentary disapprobation on that ce¬ 
lebrated Member of the House; Fox there¬ 
fore probably thought, that a regard to his 
own character compelled him, however con¬ 
tradictory to his late line of declamation and 
of action, when haranguing his Constituents 
in Palace Yard; to abide by, and to attempt 
a justification of his conduct, relative to the 
Election for Middlesex. No public man, in¬ 
deed, in my Time, ever appeared to me to 
consider so little apology requisite for the 
contradictions and derelictions of his political 
principles; or seemed so completely to regard 
the House of Commons, as an Assembly fit 
for becoming the willing agents and instru¬ 
ments of every delusion, however gross or pal¬ 
pable, as Fox. The difficulties of the under¬ 
taking never deterred or intimidated him; and 
his splendid talents, which could lend to So¬ 
phistry the colpurs of truth, emboldened him. 
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by turns, to attack and to defend, according 
to the situation in which he stood, almost 
every position and tenet, either of monarchical 
authority, or of constitutional freedom. 

18 th April.] While the House of Commons 
was thus occupied in Measures of Reform, or 
engaged in retracting their past parliamentary 
errors ; the new Ministers, as if they antici¬ 
pated their speedy dismission, employed the 
precious moments of their precarious power, 
in distributing among themselves, without 
loss of time, the Honours of the Crown. 
Four Garters^ which had been found on the 
King’s Table, unappropriated, at the time of 
Lord North’s resignation, they naturally consi¬ 
dered as lawful plunder. One only of the num¬ 
ber fell to the share of the Sovereign, which 
he was allowed, though not without some 
difficulty, to confer on his third son. Prince 
William Henry, now Duke of Clarence. The 
remaining three were reserved for themselves, 
with a due regard to their respective conse¬ 
quence, Party, and pretensions. Lord Rock¬ 
ingham having long since received the Order, 
from the hands of George the Second; the 
Duke of Devonshire, as head of the Whigs, 
was invested with one blue Riband, and the 
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Duke of Richmond honoured with another. 
Lord Shelburne took for himself, as was to be 
expected, the fourth Garter. A great Person, 
then in early Youth, who was present at the 
ceremony of the Investiture, observed with ad¬ 
mirable Discernment of Mankind, that never 
did three men receive the Order in so dissi¬ 
milar and characteristic a manner. “ The 
'' Duke of Devonshire” said he, advanced 
up to the Sovereign, with his phlegmatic, 
cold, awkward air, like a Clown. Lord 
“ Shelburne came forward, bowing on every 
“ side, smiling, and fawning, like a Courtier. 
The Duke of Richmond presented himself, 
easy, unembarrassed, and with dignity, as 
“ a Gentleman.” 

The Earl of Ashburnham, who had been 
during more than six years Groom of the 
Stole, laid claim to one of the Garters, under 
a proriiise which he asserted to have received 
from the King, and of which he endeavoured 
to enforce the performance. His Royal Mas¬ 
ter, though he did not deny the Engagement, 
pleaded his inability to fulfil it, under the 
actual circumstances of his situation, which 
left him no longer any option in distributing 
the decorations in question. This excuse did 
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not, however, satisfy Lord Ashburnham, who 
was said to have addressed to the King a letter 
of reproach on the occasion, couched in lan¬ 
guage rather too severe from a subject to his 
Sovereign, even if the cause of offence had 
been better proved, or more legitimate in it¬ 
self. His resentment at the supposed infrac¬ 
tion of the royal word, impelled him to resign 
his Office j which, as being in the King’s 
immediate family, and near his person, has 
always been considered exempt from minis¬ 
terial interference. Lord Weymouth, who 
succeeded him, had acted a much more im¬ 
portant part ill earlier periods of His Majesty’s 
reign, when he filled, during a very consider¬ 
able time, the post of Secretary of Statej and 
even held the Lord Lieutenancy of Ireland, 
for a few Months, though he never crossed 
over to Dublin. He was a man of talents, 
highly convivial, whose conversation enter¬ 
tained and delighted; but in order to profit of 
his society, it was necessary to follow him to 
White’s, to drink deep of Claret, and to remain 
at table till a very late hour of the Night, or 
rather, of the Morning. “ Junius,” alluding 
to this well known circumstance, when ad¬ 
dressing the Duke of Grafton, in June, 1771; 
says, referring to Lord Weymouth, “ Yet he 
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‘‘ must have Bread, my Lord, or rather he 
‘‘ must have Wine. If you deny him the 
“ Cup, there will be no keeping him within 
‘‘ the pale of the Ministry.” Lord Gower, 
the Chancellor, and Rigby, were, through 
life, his intimate friends and companions. 
His application to business, by no means 
kept pace with his abilities, nor was he ever 
a popular Minister. Indeed, if we except 
the first Mr. Pitt; Henry Bilson Legge, who 
was Chancellor of the Exchequer during 
about five Months after Plis Majesty’s Ac¬ 
cession to the Throne; and perhaps we may 
add, the Marquis of Rockingham; all three 
of whom were devolved on him by his Grand¬ 
father, or forced upon him by the Nation; 
George the Third cannot be said to have had 
any Minister, in any Department, previous to 
Lord North’s resignation, who enjoyed popu¬ 
larity. We must except from the remark. 
Lord Camden, during the short time that he 
held the great Seal as Chancellor. Lord 
Weymouth attracted a considerable portion 
of the indignation which characterizes Ju¬ 
nius’s opening Letter, written in January, 
1769 , for having officially signed the order 
which authorized the military to fire on the 
populace assembled in St. George’s Fields. 
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Recovered from the errors of his youth, 
from the distraction of Play, and the be- 
witching smiles of Burgundy,” says that 
writer, “ behold him exerting the whole 
‘‘ strength of his clear, unclouded faculties, 
in the service of the Crown.” He had pre¬ 
ceded Lord Ashburnham, as Groom of the 
Stole, in 1775; and was succeeded by the 
Earl of Hillsborough, in 1779, as Secretary 
of State for the Home Department. Ten 
years afterwards, Pitt created Lord Wey¬ 
mouth a Marquis. 

Though the Administration of which Lord 
North so long constituted the head, had 
ceased to exist, yet many of the Parliamen¬ 
tary Institutions which had originated under 
him, still continued in activity. Among the 
principal, might be esteemed the Secret Com¬ 
mittee for enquiring into the state of the East 
India Company’s affairs. The Lord Advocate 
of Scotland, as their Chairman, brought for¬ 
ward at this time, to the consideration of the 
House, various Reports^ calculated to shew 
the causes, not only of the disgraces and ca¬ 
lamities sustained in the Carnatic, but of the 
improper expenditure of blood and treasure 
in other parts of Hindostan. Sir Thomas 
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Rumbold, late Governor of Madras, and two 
of his Colleagues, Members of the Council, 
became the first objects of public accusation. 
The second blow fell by rebound, on Sir 
Elijah Impey, who, in his quality of Chief 
Justice of Bengal, was supposed, or asserted, 
in more than one instance, to have lent his 
legal aid and support to the Supreme Go¬ 
vernment, from self-interested motives, and 
for unjust, as well as pernicious, purposes. 
Hastings himself, then Governor General of 
Bengal, and Hornby, Governor of Bombay, 
became implicated or involved in these cri¬ 
minations. Measures, adapted to the nature 
of the imputed offences, or misconduct of 
each of the above-mentioned persons, were 
adopted. Rumbold, who had arrived from 
India early in 1781, under circumstances 
that rendered him highly unpopular, was 
restrained from either leaving the kingdom, 
or from alienating his property, by Act of 
Parliament; and severer steps were medi¬ 
tated, or set on foot, in order to bring him to 
justice. He contrived nevertheless to pro¬ 
tract the proceedings, and ultimately to elude 
alf punishment. An Address was presented, 
to His Majesty, requesting him to recall Sir 
Elijah Impey from his judicial situation ir^ 
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India. Finally, Resolutions, of a nature 
tending to hold out both Mr. Hastings and 
Mr. Hornby, in their public capacity, as 
men who had committed acts of the most cul¬ 
pable or unjustifiable kind, were agreed to 
in the House. But, the advanced period of 
the Session, and the unsettled state of domes¬ 
tic affairs in a Cabinet divided by Animosity, 
prevented or postponed the further prosecu¬ 
tion of these interesting concerns, to the sub¬ 
sequent year. 

On the other side the Atlantic, misfortune 
still accompanied the English Arms. St. 
Christopher’s, after a long and gallant de¬ 
fence, surrendered: the Islands of Nevis and 
Montserrat were lost. Even the valuable 
Settlements of Demerara and Essequibo, si¬ 
tuate on the Continent of South America, 
which we had taken in the preceding year 
from the Dutch, were recaptured by France. 
Rodney, indeed, having arrived out, joined 
Sir Samuel Hood at Barbadoes: but he found 
himself unable to intercept, or to prevent, the 
arrival of a Convoy from Brest, which brought 
to the French Admiral, de Grasse, supplies 
the most essential for his projected hostile 
operations. At home, general despondency 
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or apathy pervaded the Country. Every al¬ 
legation which had been brought forward 
against the late First Lord of the Admiralty 
while in Office, was renewed with augmented 
violence, now that he had retired to private 
life; and these clamors were encouraged by 
the new Ministers. Rodney himself partici¬ 
pated largely in them; and disasters more 
severe than any that we had yet experienced, 
were predicted or anticipated, as about to 
happen in that quarter of the Globe where he 
commanded. Never was the nation less pre¬ 
pared for, nor less in expectation of, the 
great victory that impended in the West 
Indies, than a week, or even a day, before 
the intelligence arrived. It required the ut¬ 
most exertions of the new Admiralty to pre¬ 
vent the Dutch squadron, which quitted the 
Texel at this time, from effecting a junction 
with the combined fleets of France and 
Spain, commanded by Guichen. Lord Howe, 
now restored to the British Navy, and like 
Keppel, created an English Viscount, effected 
a service so distinguished, which unques¬ 
tionably entitled him to the gratitude of his 
Country. 


May.] If Mr. Pitt, whether from the die- 
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tales of profound Ambition, or from the cal¬ 
culations of ordinary prudence, had thought 
proper to refuse accepting any place or situ¬ 
ation under the new Ministry; he did not on 
that account, withdraw his individual exer¬ 
tions as a Member of Parliament, or retire 
in any degree from public view and admira¬ 
tion. On the contrary, he came eminently 
forward at this time, as a Candidate for na¬ 
tional approbation, in the delicate, as well as 
arduous character of a political Reformer. 
The spirit of the Times, which operate 
greatly in his favor, removed many of those 
obstacles, that might have impeded him, if 
he had made the Attempt under the former 
Administration. While Burke carried re¬ 
trenchment into the Palace, as well as to the 
Table, of the Sovereign; Pitt aspired to re¬ 
novate, or to re-organize, the national Repre¬ 
sentation. In the progress of a Speech, con¬ 
ceived with consummate ability, and delivered 
from the Treasury Bench, he endeavoured 
to shew the vices of the actual state of po¬ 
pular' Election, and to point out the most 
efficacious or salutary remedies. The abuses 
alleged by him to exist, which were indeed 
indisputable, seemed at first sight loudly to 
demand redress. But, on the other hand. 
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Theory and Practice might be found greatly 
at variance 5 and even the Reformers them¬ 
selves, it was well known, differed widely in 
their ideas or opinions on the point. The 
Duke of Richmond, who carried his Princi¬ 
ples to an Utopian and visionary length, 
would have extended the right of voting, 
almost to the whole pppulation of Great Bri¬ 
tain. Fox supported on this occasion, both 
with his Eloquence and his Vote, the plan 
proposed by Pitt: but Burke, less democra¬ 
tic in his ideas of Government, refused to 
lend his powerful aid to a Cause which he 
disapproved. The Secretary at War, Mr. 
Townsend, who looked forward to the Pos¬ 
session of a Borough, at the Decease of 
George Selwyn, his Uncle; equally absented 
himself, as did others of the ministerial fol¬ 
lowers. Lord North, though he attended 
the discussion, and opposed all innovation, 
yet, to the surprize of his friends, took no 
active part in the Debate. Dundas, how¬ 
ever, supplied his place, and made an ani¬ 
mated Appeal against the projected Reform ; 
as did Mr. Thomas Pitt, at great length, with 
much ability. The Measure itself not being 
a Party question, though of a nature the 
most interesting 3 by no means attracted the 
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Attendance which had been produced by the 
Motions that preceded the Dissolution of the 
late Administration. Scarcely more than 
three hundred Members voted upon it, while 
near five hundred had been present in more 
than one of the Divisions of the Month of 
March. Pitt’s Proposition “ to appoint a 
“ Committee for enquiring into the State of 
“ the National Representation,” though it 
could only be considered as a preliminary 
step, yet was negatived by a Majority of 
twenty. 

I made one of that small Majority, and it 
is a Vote of which I not only never have 
repented, but of which I more and more ap¬ 
prove on full Consideration. It was difficult 
not to reflect, while listening to the Arguments 
of Mr. Pitt, who eloquently depictured the 
corruption of the rotten Boroughs, among 
which, several, he said, “ were to be consi- 
“ dered as within the controul of the Car- 
“ natic that he was himself, sitting at that 
very time, for Appleby, by the influence, or 
in other words, by the nomination of Sir 
James Lowther. To the corrupted State of the 
Representation, therefore, it was owing that 
he had himself obtained a place in the House 
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of Commons. It was equally impossible not 
to be conscious, that if the Regulation which 
enacts, that every Member of that Assembly 
shall be bona fide possessed of three hundred 
Pounds per annum freehold Estate, had been 
severely and literally enforced j neither Fox, 
nor Pitt, nor Sheridan, nor many other emi¬ 
nent individuals, could ever have sat in Par¬ 
liament. Probably, indeed, on the day that 
Mr. Pitt made his Motion, he scarcely pos¬ 
sessed any property 3 certainly, no landed 
property: and as to Fox, though actually 
Secretary of State, he was known to be 
plunged in debts, contracted by Play, which 
left him without Fortune, or almost means 
of support. But they did not less constitute 
the two most distinguished persons of the 
Age in which they lived, the ornaments of 
their Country in different lines. Fox always 
maintained without reserve, in private Con¬ 
versation, as well as in Parliament, that to 
enforce rigidly the rule relative to the qua¬ 
lifications of Members, would be at once to 
exclude Talents from obtaining entrance into 
the House. So little, indeed, may Specula¬ 
tion and Fact agree, that if the List of Re¬ 
presentatives for the County of York, of 
Devon, or of Lincoln, ever since the reign 
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of Elizabeth, down to the present Year, were 
to be compared with those who have been 
sent to Parliament during the same period of 
time, from the vilest Cornish Borough; we 
shall find, that in every quality justly recom¬ 
mending to a seat in the Legislature; namely, 
high Birth, extensive Property, distinguished 
Talents, or public Principle and Virtue; the 
superiority will be found, in many instances, 
perhaps in most, to incline on the side of the 
persons elected for the Boroughs. Such an 
Estimate might be difficult to make, and 
must be always in some measure open to 
dispute : but it serves to prove, that various 
principles in Legislation, as well as various 
abuses, do not produce the effects which 
might naturally be expected to result from 
them. 

18th May.] Scarcely had Mr. Pitt’s propo¬ 
sition been rejected for the Reform of the 
Representation, before the Capital and the 
Country were thrown into a delirium of joy, 
on receiving the intelligence of Rodney’s Vic¬ 
tory over de Grasse, gained upon the preced¬ 
ing 12th of April. It is difficult for us in 
this Age, who have been accustomed to obtain 
naval advantages over the French; and who 
were used to calculate beforehand, on the 
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destruction of every fleet that effected its 
escape from the ports of France, as soon as 
we could come up with them ; to appreciate, 
or to imagine, its effect on the public mind. 
We had been habituated, during so long a 
time, under Keppel, Byron, Hardy, Parker, 
Graves, Geary, Darby, and their successors, 
to indecisive or unfortunate Engagements, 
productive of no beneficial results, that the 
Nation began to despair of recovering its 
former ascendancy on the Ocean. In fact, 
during near twenty years, ever since the ter¬ 
mination of the war with France in 1763, the 
British Flag had scarcely been any where 
triumphant: while the Navies of the Flouse 
of Bourbon, throughout the progress of the 
American Contest, annually insulted us in 
the Channel, intercepted our mercantile Con¬ 
voys, blocked our Harbours, and threatened 
our Coasts. Under these circumstances, the 
excess of the public exultation was prodi¬ 
giously augmented, by the dejection that 
jDervaded all ranks during the former part of 
the Month of May, and by the utter ap¬ 
parent improbability of such an Event taking 
place. 

When I reflect on the emotions to which 
it gave rise in London, I cannot compare 
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them with any Occurrence of the same kind, 
that we have since witnessed in this Coun¬ 
try. The victory of Lord Howe, gained on 
the First of June, 179^, glorious and salu¬ 
tary as it was to Oreat Britain ; yet seemed 
to be more a h’iumph over Jacobinism and 
Anarchy, than over the French Nation or 
Navy. It was Robespierre and his Regicide 
Accomplices, not Louis the Sixteenth, whom 
we there vanquished. Lord St. Vincent, and 
Lord Duncan, unquestionably merited, each, 
the highest Eulogiums: but they destroyed, 
at Cape St. Vincent, and at Camperdown, the 
fleets of Spain and of Holland, not those 
of France. And no Englishman is insensible 
to the distinction. The sublime victory of 
Trafalgar, itself, was clouded by the Death 
of Nelson, which checked and tempered the 
general joy. If I were to mention any naval 
Action, the news of which seemed to diffuse 
sentiments nearly resembling those felt in 
May, 1782, I should incline to name that of 
Aboukir. But, in the Battle of the Nile, 
w'here the destruction of the Enemy was 
much more complete, though we destroyed 
and blew up the French Admiral’s Ship, we 
did not either capture her, or her Commander. 

VOL. TI. p 
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There was combined in Rodney’s victory, as 
Lord Loughborough at the time remarked 
in the House of Peers, all “ the pomp and 
y pride, and circumstance of war.” It com¬ 
menced with the rising Sun, and only ter¬ 
minated with that setting luminary. The 
Elements were hushed, only a light air pre¬ 
vailing ; and the contending fleets were very 
nearly matched. Jamaica, the prize con¬ 
tended for by the two Nations, was preserved 
by the Result s while all the promised Con¬ 
quests of France and Spain, so near their 
apparent realization, disappeared, no more 
to be revived, even in idea. It constituted 
a sort of Compensation to Great Britain, for 
so many years of disgrace, for so great an 
expenditure of Blood and Treasure, and even 
for the loss of America itself. The Country, 
exhausted and humiliated, seemed to revive 
in its own estimation, and to resume once 
more its dignity among Nations. France, 
amidst all her past success, declined propor- 
tionably in the opinion of Europe, and has 
never since arrogated the same rank, as a 
Naval Power. It formed in fact the last tri¬ 
umph of England on the element of the 
water, over the House of Bourbon, before 
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that great family itself, after reigning eight 
hundred years over the French, sunk under 
the torrent of Revolution and Anarchy. 

Lord Cranston, one of the Captains of the 
Formidable, Sir George Rodney’s Ship, who 
brought over the news to this Country; hav¬ 
ing, in consequence of that Commander’s 
special injunctions, waited on Lord Sackville, 
though then no longer in Office as American 
Secretary, in order to communicate to him 
the particulars of the Action ; I had an op¬ 
portunity of hearing Lord Cranston’s account 
of the Engagement. He was sent, after the 
Ville de Paris struck, to take possession of 
her, as well as to receive De Grasse’s Sword; 
and he described the scene which the French 
Admiral’s Ship presented, on his ascending 
her side, as altogether terrible. Between the 
fore-Mast and main-Mast, at every step he 
took, he said that he was over his Buckles in 
Blood, the carnage having been prodigious; 
but as numbers of cattle and sheep were 
stowed between decks, they had suffered not 
less than the crew and troops, from the effects 
of the cannon. On the quarter-deck, which 
remained still covered with dead and wounded, 
only De Grasse himself, together with two or 
P 2 
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three other persons, continued standing. The 
French Admiral had received a contusion in 
the loins, from a splinter, but was otherwise 
unhurt; a circumstance the more remark¬ 
able, he having been, during the whole Ac¬ 
tion, for so many hours, exposed to a destruc¬ 
tive fire, which swept away almost all his 
Officers, and repeatedly cleared the quarter¬ 
deck. He was a tall, robust, and martial 
figure 5 presenting in that moment an object 
of respect, no less than of concern and sym¬ 
pathy. Lord Cranston said, that De Grasse 
could not recover from the astonishment into 
which he was plunged the expressions of 
which he often reiterated, at seeing, in the 
course of so short a time, his vessel taken, his 
fleet defeated, and himself a prisoner. He 
was allowed to pass the night on board his 
own Ship, with every testimony of attention 
and regard manifested towards him, on the 
part of the British Commander. 

An opinion which became very generally 
prevalent at the time, and obtained much 
belief, has made a deep impression on the 
public mind; namely, that this Victory, sig¬ 
nal as it must ever be esteemed, might never¬ 
theless have been rendered far more com- 
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plete, if it had been immediately improved by 
pursuing without delay, the flying Enemy. 
The friends of Sir Samuel Hood strongly 
maintained that position j and partial as I am 
to the memory of Lord Rodney, I confess 
that there always appeared to me, to have 
been some foundation for the assertion. He 
was, himself, well aware of the charge j and 
I have heard him defend the line of conduct 
which he adopted subsequent to the Victory, 
by very plausible, if not by solid and unan¬ 
swerable, reasons. He observed, that it was 
altogether unwarrantable, and might have 
been attended with the most ruinous conse¬ 
quences, to have detached twelve or more 
Ships of the line, under Sir Samuel Hood, in 
pursuit of twenty-five at least of the French; 
which number remained together, as was be¬ 
lieved, after the Action, and still constituted 
a most formidable force. If any check had 
been experienced by us in consequence of 
such Eagerness or Precipitation, it was ob¬ 
vious that the fruits of the Victory itself 
might even have been lost. Bougainville and 
Vaudreuil, who commanded under De Grasse, 
enjoyed a higher reputation for naval skill, 
than the Commander in chief, and might have 
repaired the Defeat. How far these Facts 
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or Assertions may carry conviction to every 
mind, I cannot venture to determine. Lord 
Rodney, after his return to England, made 
no scruple of declaring in mixed Company, 
where I was myself present; and he even 
wrote home at the time, in his private letters, 
more than one of which I have seen; that so 
violent was the spirit of party and faction in 
his own fleet, as almost to supersede and ex¬ 
tinguish the affection felt towards their Sove¬ 
reign and their country, in the bosoms of 
many individuals serving under him. To such 
a height had it attained, that he asserted there 
were among them. Officers of high rank, and 
of unquestionable courage, who nevertheless 
bore so inveterate an animosity to the Admi¬ 
nistration then existing; particularly to the 
first Lord of the Admiralty, the Earl of Sand¬ 
wich ; as almost to wish for a Defeat, if it 
would produce the dismission of Ministers. 
Similar assertions were made by Members 
of the House of Commons, in their Speeches. 
However incredible the lact itself may ap¬ 
pear, and however lamentable it must be con¬ 
sidered, if it was well founded ; yet it is not 
easy to conceive, the antipathies, political 
and personal, that had grown up in the Eng¬ 
lish Navy during the American war. They 
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formed one of the characteristic features of 
the Times, and operated to the inconceivable 
injury of the British name and nation. 

The commencement of Rodney’s public 
Letter, addressed to Mr. Stephens, the Secre¬ 
tary of the Admiralty, on this glorious oc¬ 
casion, excited a smile among the Critics and 
Grammarians; as he stated, that, ‘‘ It had 
pleased God, out of his divine providence, 
“ to grant to His Majesty’s Arms a most 
‘‘ complete victory over the fleet of his ene- 
myj” whereas, it seemed rather to have 
been an act performed in his divine provi¬ 
dence. This error of a naval Commander, 
unaccustomed to composition, and whose 
profession was not the pen, but the sword; 
did not however attract the same comments, 
as an official Dispatch which we have since 
perused, sent from one of His Britannic 
Majesty’s Embassadors ; who, addressing the 
Secretary of State, from Constantinople, ap¬ 
peared, by some Act of oblivious Inadvert¬ 
ence, to consider himself in Asia. Rodney’s 
enemies, of whom he had a great number, 
asserted that after the victory was gained, 
he gave way to a sort of intoxication of 
mind, on finding himself master of the French 
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Admiral’s person and ship.' They said that 
he seated himself in an arm chair, placed on 
the quarter deck of the “ Formidable,*' as 
the Moon rose, in order to indulge his sight 
with the view of the ‘‘ Ville de Paris," which 
lay near him in a disabled state, and .whose 
sides far overtopped those of his own vessel. 
And they added, that he burst into expres¬ 
sions or exclamations of extravagant self- 
praise and complacency j mingled with some 
reproaches on the want of ministerial grati¬ 
tude, which he had experienced for his past 
services. Even admitting all these facts to 
be true in their utmost. extent, they only 
prove the infirmity of human nature j and 
similar instances of weakness occur in the 
history of the most illustrious Commanders. 
Rodney, like the celebrated Marshal Villars, 
so distinguished under Louis the Fourteenth, 
talked perpetually of himself, and was the 
hero of his own story. But, Posterity will 
never forget the debt of gratitude due to his 
services, nor cease to consider him as one 
of the greatest men whom the English Navy 
produced in the course of the Eighteenth 
Century. He unquestionably displayed equal 
coolness and science, on the day of the 12th 
of April; directed in person every Manoeuvre^ 



MEMOIRS. 


217 


1782 ,] 

and preserved during twelve hours that the 
Action lasted, the utmost presence of mind. 
Lord Cranston said that he never quitted the 
quarter deck for a minute, nor took any re¬ 
freshment, except the support he derived 
from a Lemon, which he held constantly in 
his hand, and applied frequently to his lips. 

If Rodney did not spare his animadversions 
on the spirit of political enmity and faction, 
which pervaded the British Navy; his oppo¬ 
nent, the Count de Grasse, made still louder 
accusations, and sent .home stronger charges 
to the Court of Versailles, against the jealou¬ 
sies or rivalities which actuated the Officers 
serving under him, on that memorable Day. 
They doubtless, towards the close of the 
Action, abandoned their Commander to his 
fate, and sought their safety in flight: but, 
the unforeseen Manoeuvre by which Rodney 
had intersected the French line, at the com¬ 
mencement of the Engagement, threw the 
whole fleet into inextricable confusion; and 
it is very doubtful, whether by prolonging, 
or even by renewing the contest, Bougainville 
and Vaudreuil would have in any measure re¬ 
trieved the misfortune. De. Grasse, it is 
admitted on all hands, displayed the most 
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unconquerable firmness. But perhaps he 
highly merited censure, at a moment when 
he saw before him in full prospect, so vast an 
object as the conquest and reduction of Ja¬ 
maica; not to have suffered one or two ships 
of the French line to fall into our hands, 
rather than sacrifice, as he did, the whole 
plan of the Campaign, to their preservation. 
I know such to have been the general opinion 
entertained throughout France, where De 
Grasse laboured under popular odium to so 
great a degree, that while, after the ensuing 
Peace, Suffrein always received, on entering 
the Theatres at Paris, the warmest testimo¬ 
nies of admiration, from every part of the 
house; De Grasse did not venture to present 
himself at the public Spectacles, from the ap¬ 
prehension of insult. Even the Court mani¬ 
fested similar sentiments; and though deco¬ 
rated with the Order of the “ St. Esprit,” he 
could not obtain permission to walk in the 
annual “ Procession du Cordon Bleu” at Ver¬ 
sailles, for several years subsequent to the 
Defeat in the West Indies. 

The effect of so splendid a service rendered 
to his Country, at a moment of such Dejec¬ 
tion, and the popularity which it justly pro- 



1782.] 


MEMOIRS. 


219 


duced, in some measure disarmed the medi¬ 
tated attacks of Rodney’s opponents at home. 
Rurke, who had heaped the severest accusa¬ 
tions upon him, for his conduct towards the 
inhabitants of St. Eustatiusj and who was, 
preparing to bring forward a Motion in the 
House of Commons, tending to criminate 
him for his acts while in possession of the 
island j immediately abandoned the intention. 
With one of those classic allusions which were 
familiar to his elegant mind, he observed, that 
“ the great national benefit performed by the 
“ English Admiral, obliterated his errors; 
“ and like the laurel Crown decreed by the 
Roman Senate to Julius Cassar, covered, 
as well as concealed, his baldness.” Even 
the rancour expressed by the new Ministers 
and their friends, towards Lord Sandwich, 
seemed to be blunted, if not mollified, by this 
undeniable proof of his meritorious exertions, 
in sending out a fleet to the West Indies, 
capable of vanquishing the French Naval 
Force. It was justly said that Alexander had 
conquered with the troops of Philip. No 
further mention of impeachment or Prosecu¬ 
tion was made against the late first Lord ol the 
Admiralty. The Cabinet, nevertheless, evinc¬ 
ing, in every part of their conduct, the reluc- 
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tance with which they remunerated Rodney’s 
merits; had already superseded him, by 
naming Admiral Pigot to the command of 
the fleet in the West Indies. But as he had 
not quitted England, before intelligence ar¬ 
rived of the victory gained over De Grasse, 
it was evidently the wish of the Country, 
loudly expressed, that Rodney should not be 
recalled, at a moment when he had raised 
the naval character of Great Britain, humbled 
France, and saved Jamaica. The new Ad¬ 
ministration, however, far from paying any 
regard to this expression of the general opi¬ 
nion : and apprehensive of some Motion 
being made on the subject, in one or the 
other of the two Houses of Parliament; in¬ 
stantly sent off Pigot, in a quick sailing Fri¬ 
gate, from Plymouth, with orders to replace 
the victorious Commander. 

Severe comments were passed out of doors, 
upon the Appointment, made under such cir¬ 
cumstances ; especially as Pigot had been 
already constituted a member of the new 
Board of Admiralty. Even the House of Com¬ 
mons, though since Lord North’s resignation, 
the Majority seemed completely subservient 
to Fox, yet manifested some symptoms of dis- 
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approbation. There were not wanting per¬ 
sons in that Assembly, who compared it to 
the recall of the Duke of Marlborough from 
Flanders, and the substitution of the Duke of 
Ormond in his place, under Queen Anne. 
It was besides commonly asserted, that the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, lay 
under pecuniary obligations to Pigot, of se¬ 
veral thousand Pounds, for losses incurred at 
Play. And, though such a report might have 
originated in error or malevolence, yet it was • 
difficult to disprove 3 as Fox’s notorious pas¬ 
sion for gaming, had subjected him to simi¬ 
lar engagements and embarrassments. Lord 
Keppel, when questioned in the House of 
Peers, respecting the fact of Pigot’s Appoint¬ 
ment, felt so conscious of the indefensibility 
of the Measure, that he did not dare to own 
it; but contrived to evade the enquiry, by 
stating the want of evidence before them to 
prove the nomination. It was impossible 
more clearly to avow how much he was 
ashamed of such a transaction. The Oppo¬ 
sition, during Lord North’s Administration, 
in their anxiety to decry the Earl of Sand¬ 
wich, then First Lord of the Admiralty, as¬ 
serted that Sir Edward Hughes was bound 
to divide with him, a certain proportion of 
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whatever prize-money he might acquire; as 
a return for being appointed to the naval 
Command in the East Indies. Junius” 
treats the Duke of Grafton, when First Mi¬ 
nister, in various letters, with indignation, for 
having given a Pension of five hundred 
Pounds a year, to Sir John Moore, whom he 
designates as a “ Broken Gambler.” Nor 
does he hesitate to add, that the Pension was 

probably an acquittance on the part of the 

Duke, of Favours upon the Turf.” But, 
how infinitely less culpable were Lord Sand¬ 
wich, or the Duke of Grafton, had the alle¬ 
gations been ever so clearly proved, than was 
Fox, if we assume the truth of the fact 
imputed to him, in acquitting his debt to 
Pigot, by sending him out to the West 
Indies ? 

Rodney’s victory, if it had taken place 
two Months earlier, would probably have 
operated to retard, or to prevent. Lord 
North’s resignation. Nor did any man doubt 
that the Admiral himself would have received 
more distinguishing marks of Ministerial gra¬ 
titude, as well as of Royal bounty, if Lord 
North had continued at the head of affairs, 
than were conferred on him by that Noble- 



1782.] MEMOIRS. 223 

man’s successors. Lord Howe and Admiral 
Keppel had just been raised by their Party, 
to the dignity of English Viscounts, without 
the Performance of any Naval service on the 
Part of the latter Officer. Many persons 
thought that an Earldom would not have con¬ 
stituted a reward too eminent for so important 
a victory. We have seen that high rank of the 
Peerage conferred since on Sir John Jervis, 
for the battle gained over the Spaniards, off 
Cape St. Vincent’s; a victory, as was com¬ 
monly reported, principally due to Sir Hora¬ 
tio Nelson. Lord Duncan, Lord Hood, and 
Lord Bridport, have all been created for their 
Exploits, English Viscoimts. It was not with¬ 
out evident marks of unwillingness, that a 
Barony, and* a Pension of two thousand 
Pounds per annum, were rather extorted 
from, than spontaneously given by, the Mi¬ 
nistry, to Rodney; accompanied with his im¬ 
mediate supercession in the Command of the 
fleet. It must however be admitted on the 
other hand, that previous to the time of which 
I am now writing, the most distinguished 
naval services rarely conducted to the Peerage. 
Anson, it is true, from a Concurrence of Cir¬ 
cumstances, was raised to it: but neither Saun¬ 
ders, nor Boscawen, nor Pocock, attained to 
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that honor. Even Hawke, far from being 
called up to the House of Peers, after he had 
destroyed the fleet of France in 1759, at the 
mouth of the Loire, was only made a Baron 
Lord North, near seventeen years after¬ 
wards j and then in company with several 
other individuals who were raised to the same 
Dignity. It is for Posterity to judge how far 
these circumstances may form some excuse, 
for the apparent want of liberality towards a 
man, who had rendered so critical, as well as 
so distinguished, a service to his Country. 

June.] While the victory obtained over De 
Grasse, produced so vast and beneficial an al¬ 
teration in the affairs of Great Britain beyond 
the Atlantic; time seemed rapidly maturing 
another important change, or rather convul¬ 
sion, in the domestic concerns of the king¬ 
dom. From the first formation of the new 
Cabinet, its jarring materials indicated, in the 
opinions of all discerning men, their speedy 
disunion and separation. Fox, conscious of 
the alienation in which the King held him, 
morally, as well as politically, possessed too 
much penetration not to foresee, and to pre¬ 
dict, an approaching change of Administra¬ 
tion. He was not without difficulty restrain- 
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ed from precipitating it, by his open disap¬ 
probation of the intended, or imputed mea¬ 
sures, of some of his Colleagues. The stern 
inflexibility of Lord Thurlow, likewise, who 
as Chancellor, thwarted and opposed, in the 
House of Peers, many of his measures, 
greatly irritated him. Nor did the preference 
shewn towards Lord Shelburne, on all occa¬ 
sions, by his Majesty, tend less to accelerate 
a rupture. In this situation of things, the 
decline of the Marquis of Rockingham’s 
health, by incapacitating him to take as active 
a part in public Affairs as he had previously 
done, removed the only remaining serious im¬ 
pediment : while it facilitated the accomplish¬ 
ment of those objects, which prudence and 
Precaution alone had hitherto compelled the 
Sovereign to delay, till the arrival of a favour¬ 
able opportunity. 

No rational doubt can exist, that even if 
death had not carried off the Marquis of 
Rockingham, yet a change in the Adminis¬ 
tration would equally have taken place, nearly 
at the same time, and in the same manner, as 
it was afterwards effected. The’ necessity of 
making such arrangements as might, it was 
hoped, secure its duration, and enable Lord 

VOL. II. Q 
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Shelburne to surmount the Opposition to be 
expected in Parliament, had solely prevented 
him hitherto from accepting the place of first 
Lord of the Treasury. But, as the Session 
drew towards its close, that difficulty gradually 
ceased; while the period which must of course 
elapse between the Prorogation and the sub¬ 
sequent meeting, would afford, in all proba¬ 
bility, if well improved, various means of 
strengthening the new Ministry. Lord Shel¬ 
burne had already made advances to, and 
had sounded Mr. Pitt. His talents, elo¬ 
quence, and popularity, sustained by his il¬ 
lustrious name, rendered him, notvvithstandr 
ing his youth, capable of being successfully 
opposed to F©x, in the House of Commons. 
His Ambition, which had impelled him to 
disdain, and to reject, a secondary place 
under the existing Administration, pointed 
out to Lord Shelburne the obvious bait, by 
which he might be induced to lend his power¬ 
ful support; namely, a Cabinet Office. The 
decorum and regularity of his private life, al¬ 
together untinctured with the vices of Mr. 
Fox’s character, gave him a vast superiority, 
in the estimation of all those who considered 
morality as indispensable to a man placed in 
public situation. In the contemplation of 
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these circumstances, and with these inten¬ 
tions, it is well known that the King had 
fully determined to displace such Members of 
the Cabinet as constituted the Rockingham 
Party; and to transfer the management of 
the Treasury to the Earl of Shelburne. The 
lapse of a few days, would perhaps have dis¬ 
closed and produced this important event, 
when the decease of the first Minister spared 
His Majesty the necessity of dismissing him 
from his post. 

1st of July.] Lord Rockingham, though 
hardly fifty-two years of age, already sunk 
under an infirm and debilitated Constitution. 
A decay, to which was added a slow fever, 
or as it was denominated. Influenza, had for 
some time undermined his strength, without 
nevertheless appearing to menace his imme¬ 
diate dissolution. Early in June, after the 
King’s Birth-day, having quitted Grosvenor- 
Square, he retired to Roehampton, where his 
recovery was confidently expected by his 
friends. Indeed, neither Fox nor Burke 
seem to have been prepared for his decease; 
though the former, with the manly, but, im¬ 
prudent decision that marked his political 
character, instantly determined either to keep 
Q 2 
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possession of the Treasury by Proxy, or to 
resign his Office. Burke, though he person¬ 
ally detested Lord Shelburne, yet would, I 
believe, have gladly retained his situation, 
under a new first Minister of the King’s Elec¬ 
tion : but he could not separate himself from 
Fox. On that Day, they held a long conver¬ 
sation, evidently of the most interesting and 
serious description, in the Court of Requests, 
where they continued walking backwards and 
forwards, long after the Speaker had taken 
the Chair. At length they both repaired to 
the House,' where the Marquis’s death being 
announced, warm Eulogiums were conferred 
on his Memory from various quarters. ' An 
amiable and a respectable individual, rather 
than a superior man, nature had not designed 
him to be the first Minister of a great Coun¬ 
try. Junius well characterizes his formation 
of mind, when he speaks of “ the mild but 

determined integrity of Lord Rocking- 
“ ham.” Yet was there, as that Writer else¬ 
where observes, a degree of “ Debility” in 
his virtue: but the moderation of his cha¬ 
racter tempered the ardour of Fox, and im¬ 
posed limits on Burke’s enthusiasm. 

The state of his frame and health, which, 
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even in his youth had never been robust j and 
both which were believed to have suffered se¬ 
verely in consequence of some imprudent 
Gallantries, while pursuing his travels in the 
south of Italy, at an early period of his life; 
incapacitated him for close or continued ap¬ 
plication, during the short period of his Admi¬ 
nistration. The Princess of Franca Villa was 
commonly supposed to have bestowed on him 
the same fatal present, which the Belle Fer- 
roniere” conferred on Francis the First, King 
of France; and which, as we learn from Bur¬ 
net, the Countess of Southesk was said to 
have entailed on James, Duke of York, after¬ 
wards James the Second. The Princess was 
still living when I visited Naples in the year 
17795 ^nd Sir William Hamilton assured me, 
that she always expressed the utmost concern 
for the unintentional misfortune which the 
Marquis's 'attachment for her had produced, 
as well as for its supposed results. Leaving 
no issue, the greater part of his vast landed 
property, as well as his Borough interests, 
descended to his nephew, Earl Fitzwilliam. 
In Lord Rockingham’s person too, became 
extinct the Title and Dignity of a British 
Marquis; he being the sole individual in the 
Kingdom who then possessed that high rank; 
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to which Mr. Pitt has since elevated during 
his Administration, eleven Individuals; be¬ 
sides creating nine Irish Marquises, where 
there did not previously exist one Peer of that 
Order. Such has been the prodigious en- 
crease of Peerages, during the present Reign! 
Unquestionably, Mr. Pitt, in thus augment¬ 
ing the numbers of the House of Lords, was 
not animated by the same intention as the 
Romans attributed to the first of the Caesars, 
when he encreased the Senate to nine hun¬ 
dred ; or as Suetonius expresses it, Sena- 

turn supplevit.” But, it will be neverthe¬ 
less for our descendants to decide, how far 
he has practically produced a similar effect 
on the Constitution of Great Britain, with 
the pernicious consequence which flowed 
from the augmentation of the Roman Senate 
by Caesar. 

If Fox would have submitted to retain his 
Office as Secretary of State, under Lord Shel¬ 
burne, after the decease of the Marquis of 
Rockingham ; it is not to be questioned that 
the King, whatever personal objections or 
dislike he might have felt towards Fox, would 
from prudential motives, have allowed him 
to continue in the Cabinet. Nor can it admit 
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of a doubt, that Fox, by consenting to hold 
his own situation, would have induced. Lord 
John Cavendish, over whom he always exer¬ 
cised an unbounded Ascendant, to follow his 
example. Burke, who manifested the greatest 
reluctance to quit the Pay Office, required 
rather to be impelled in making that sacrifice, 
than appeared to feel any spontaneous dis¬ 
position towards resigning so lucrative an 
Appointment, of which he had scarcely tasted 
the first fruits. Fox’s private circumstances 
were moreover so desperate, as to dictate some 
attention to them; and many of his friends 
stood in a similar predicament. But, his in¬ 
dignation at seeing the helm of State trans¬ 
ferred to Lord Shelburne, when added to his 
knowledge of the secret machinations which 
had preceded it, extinguished or superseded 
every other sentiment in his bosom. He pe¬ 
remptorily demanded, either that the Duke 
of Portland should be immediately recalled 
from Ireland, in order to be placed at the 
head of the Treasury, as the Representative 
of the deceased Marquis, and the acknow¬ 
ledged Chief of the Whig Party; or he ten¬ 
dered to His Majesty, his own instant Resig¬ 
nation. His offer was accepted ; and that of 
Lord John Cavendish, as Chancellor of the 
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Exchequer, accompanied it, at the same 
time. . 


When we calmly examine the motives by 
which Fox was actuated in thus throwing up 
his Office, we must admit that he consulted 
more his passions, than his reason 3 since he 
lay under no necessity of sacrificing either 
his Country, or his Principles, to the preser¬ 
vation of his Employment. Lord Shelburne’s 
insincerity or duplicity could not operate to 
produce the public ruin, except by the Mea¬ 
sures, that, in his capacity of first Minister, 
he might bring forward: and whatever re¬ 
pugnance he might individually feel to grant 
the American Colonies unconditional Inde¬ 
pendence, yet the majority of the Cabinet, 
after Fox’s and Lord John Cavendish’s se¬ 
cession, compelled him ultimately to adopt 
that principle. By, retaining his Place under 
the new first Lord of the Treasury, Fox 
would therefore have secured his adherence 
to the late Marquis’s plans: or on his de¬ 
parture from.thein. Fox would have carried 
Parliament and the Country with him, by in¬ 
stantly refusing longer , to co-operate with a 
Minister, who evaded or declined recogniz¬ 
ing the Sovereignty of the thirteen States. 



MEMOIRS. 


233 


1782 .] 

Nor could Lord Keppel and the Duke of 
Richmond, have then separated themselves 
from him. If, instead of the violent step that 
he took, he had acted with temper, he would 
have advanced the public interests, while he 
consolidated his own tenure of Office. The 
King and Lord Shelburne, however much 
they might have desired to dismiss him, could 
not have ventured on it, without a pretence. 
Pitt might probably have become Secretary of 
State for the Home Department j and a very 
strong Government must have arisen, from 
which Lord North, as well as his adherents, 
would have been altogether excluded. But, in 
order to have produced this benefit to the State, 
it was necessary for Fox to begin by obtaining 
a triumph over himself. He preferred mor6 
dictatorial Measures, which in the course of 
a few Months, compelled him either to be¬ 
hold his enemy confirmed in power, after 
making Peace, while he himself and his ad¬ 
herents remained on the Opposition Bench ; 
or regardless of consequences, to form a junc¬ 
tion with Lord North, and storm the Cabinet 
a second time. Such were the injurious Re¬ 
sults that flowed from his intemperate pre¬ 
cipitation. 
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Fox, in taking this decisive step, probably 
flattered himself that it would have operated 
to a wider extent, than actually happened. 
Though he could not rationally hope that 
either Lord Camden or the Duke of Grafton 
would resign; and though he ought not to 
have supposed that General Conway would 
lay down his Office; since not one of these 
Ministers depended on the late Marquis of 
Rockingham; yet he certainly calculated that 
his uncle the Duke of Richmond, as well as 
Lord Keppel, would imitate his example. 
In this expectation, he was, however, disap¬ 
pointed. They both expressed, indeed, in 
the Upper House of Parliament, their great 
regret at his secession; but they declined fol¬ 
lowing him out of the Cabinet, and stated the 
motives for their determination. It remained 
during some time doubtful, whether Mr. Pitt, 
would have been appointed one of the Se¬ 
cretaries of State, or placed in the post of 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. The latter 
Employment was finally conferred on him. 
Mr. Thomas Townsend succeeded Lord Shel¬ 
burne in the Home Department; leaving the 
post of Secretary at War to Sir George Yonge. 
The Foreign Office, vacated by Fox, was last 



1782.] 


MEMOIRS. 


235 


filled up, and given to Lord Grantham. 
However inferior in energy and brilliancy of 
intellect to his predecessor, he possessed solid 
though not eminent parts; added to a know¬ 
ledge of foreign affairs and of Europe, having 
resided several years with great reputation, 
as Embassador at the Court of Madrid. 

Two of the Lords of the Treasury followed 
Mr. Fox out of Office. One, Lord Althorpe, 
has since filled with Honor to himself, and 
advantage to the public, as Earl Spencer, a 
high Cabinet Office under Mr. Pitt’s Ad- ^ 
ministration. Frederick Montagu, the other, 
a man equally respectable for probity and for 
talents, afterwards raised to the Dignity of a 
Privy Councillor; was a devoted adherent of 
the Cavendish and Rockingham interest. Mr. 
Richard Jackson, and Mr. Edward James 
Eliot, succeeded to these Vacancies. The 
former Gentleman, one of Lord Shelburne’s 
intimate friends, bred to the Bar, had ob¬ 
tained, from the universality of his information 
on all topics, as I have already had oc¬ 
casion to remark, the appellation of “ Om- 
“ niscient Jackson.” Mr. Eliot afterwards 
married Lady Flarriet Pitt, sister of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; and his father. 



256 


HISTORICAL 


[1782. 


early in 1784, was created a Peer, while the 
new first Minister had still to contend against 
a Majority in the House of Commons. The 
remaining Member of the Treasury Board, 
Mr. James Grenville, whom we have likewise 
seen elevated by Mr. Pitt to the British Peer¬ 
age, at a later period of his Administration; 
did not think proper to imitate the Example 
of his Colleagues. Mr. Thomas Orde, who 
became one of the two Secretaries of the new 
Treasury; like Mr. Grenville, terminated his 
career as a Commoner, on the very same day, 
fifteen years afterwards, by a removal to the 
upper House of Parliament. 

The Peerage formed, indeed, the Eutha¬ 
nasia, the natural Translation of all Mr, Pitt’s 
favourite adherents, friends, and relations, 
either by consanguinity, or by alliance. It 
must be admitted that Mr. Orde had a double 
pretension to it, from his services, and his 
matrimonial connexion. While a Member 
of the House of Commons, he had distin¬ 
guished himself by drawing up more than one 
of the most able Reports of the ‘‘ Secret 
“ Committee,” appointed to enquire into the 
Causes of the War in the Carnatic, of which 
Committee he was a leading Member. But, 
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his best claim consisted in having married the 
natural daughter of Charles, Duke of Bolton; 
in virtue of which union, and from the failure 
of male issue in the person of the succeeding 
Duke, Mr. Orde became eventually possessed 
of some of the finest Estates of that illustrious 
family. The Title itself, diminished to a 
Barony, was revived in him, together with 
the name of Powlett. Lord North remained 
an inactive, though not an unconcerned, or 
a silent spectator, of this new convulsion in 
the Councils of the Crown; which had so 
soon expelled from the Cabinet, one of the 
two Parties, by whom he was himself driven 
from power. Of all those individuals who 
had supported his Administration, or occu¬ 
pied any eminent situation under it, only two 
quitted him, in order to be received into 
Lord Shelburne’s confidence and ministry. 
The Lord Advocate of Scotland, Mr. Dundas, 
after eight years adherence, now abandoned 
altogether his antient political leader; and 
imitating the precedent exhibited by Mr. 
Pitt, took Office, by accepting the Treasurer- 
ship of the Navy. From this period, they 
continued for the remainder of their lives, 
inseparable in good, as well as in adverse, 
fortune. Lord Mulgrave followed Dundas’s 
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example. The Duke of Portland, who, as 
being devoted to the Rockingham interest, 
and placed ostensibly at its Head, adopted 
Mr. Fox’s line of conduct, was succeeded in 
the Lord Lieutenancy of Ireland, by Earl 
Temple; a Nobleman of very considerable 
talents, though inferior in energy of mind and 
character, to either of his Brothers. 

The- interruption which so important a 
change in the Government, occasioned in 
the ordinary Business of the House of Com¬ 
mons; prevented any discussion from arising 
in that Assembly during some days, relative 
to the causes and motives of Mr. Fox’s resig¬ 
nation. But an occasion soon presented it¬ 
self, which enabled him to state all his grie¬ 
vances, to unfold some portion of the mys¬ 
tery that pervaded his conduct, and to bring 
forward the heaviest charges against the new 
first Lord of the Treasury. A Pension of 
three thousand, two hundred Pounds a year 
having been granted to Colonel Barre, by the 
Administration of which Lord Rockingham 
constituted the head; and another very con¬ 
siderable Pension being given at the same 
time to Lord Ashburton, the two principal 
friends of Lord Shelburne in both Flouses of 
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Parliaments these Grants, the consideration 
of which was unexpectedly brought forward, 
became severely arraigned. It seemed, in¬ 
deed, impossible not to feel a degree of asto¬ 
nishment, at contemplating such profuse 
donations of the public money, made by men 
who condemned Lord North’s want of eco¬ 
nomy; who were with difficulty induced to 
give a Pension of two thousand Pounds a 
year to Lord Rodney, for having defeated the 
French fleet, and saved Jamaica; who, them¬ 
selves had recently reduced the Household of 
the Sovereign; and who loudly asserted their 
personal disinterestedness. Fox admitted that 
the deceased Marquis, his friend, had con¬ 
curred in recommending the Pensions con¬ 
ferred on Lord Ashburton, and on Barre: 
but he entreated the House to observe, that 
while Lord Shelburne’s Adherents received 
such distinguishing marks of the bounty of 
the Crown; the followers of Lord Rocking¬ 
ham, many of whom could plead equal merit, 
and equal want, remained without provision 
of any kind. 

After thus in some measure removing the 
odium attached to the act, from that Party 
of which he formed a member; he accused ► 
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the new first Minister of the most unworthy 
duplicity, of the complete abandonment of 
every political Principle on which he pro¬ 
fessed to have come into Office, and of an 
intention to protect, as well as to shelter, 
delinquents. -Having next enumerated the 
great points on which Lord Shelburne and,he 
had differed in the Cabinet, among which he 
particularly specified the Question of con¬ 
ceding Independence to America; he con¬ 
cluded by heaping upon that Nobleman, 
imputations more severe and humiliating, if 
possible, than the Charges with which, during 
many years, he had profusely loaded Lord 
North. In the warmth of his indignation, he 
even ventured to predict the probability, that 
with a view to maintain possession of the 
power so acquired. Lord Shelburne would not 
scruple to apply for support, to the very 
men, whom the House and the Nation, had 
recently driven from their official situations. 
He unfortunately did not then foresee, that 
within seven Months from the time when he 
was speaking, he should, himself, in order to 
re-enter the Cabinet, form a junction with 
the expelled Minister, whom he had so long 
held up to national resentment, and towards 
whom he still professed the utmost alienation. 
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Such were the inconsistences and contradic¬ 
tions, into which the Ambition of Fox be¬ 
trayed him; and from which, all the splendor 
of his talents could' not extricate his public 
Character, without eventually incurring im¬ 
putations, nearly as heavy as those which he 
lavished on his political opponents. 

• The members of the new "Administration 
diverged on this occasion, in widely different 
lines. General Conway, with that “ unde- 
‘‘ termined discretion” imputed to him by 
“ Junius,” contented himself by endeavour¬ 
ing to justify'his own line of conduct, and 
that of the Cabinet Ministers who had de¬ 
clined to imitate the example of Fox; which 
he did rather with caution and delicacy, than 
with any asperity or acrimony. But, Pitt, 
now become Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
rising in his place, and observing none of 
these personal managements; boldly accused 
the late Secretary of State with sacrificing 
his 'Country,' to his Ambition, his interest, 
or his enmities; charged him as being at va¬ 
riance, not with'principles or measures, but 
with men; and claimed the support of the 
House no longer than he should maintain 
that System, on which the late Administra- 
VOL. II. R 
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tion had been driven from power. For the 
first time, the Country beheld two indivi¬ 
duals, who might hitherto be said to have 
fought under the same standard, openly 
opposed to each other; and who were des¬ 
tined never more, during their lives, under 
any change of circumstances, to act in po¬ 
litical union. In fact, from this period, 
though Lord North remained ostensibly at 
the head of one great Party, and though 
Lord Shelburne, who occupied the place of 
first Minister, was nominally the chief of 
another; yet they ceased to be considered as 
the principal personages in the State. Pitt 
and Fox attracting far more attention, were 
regarded by the Nation at large, no less 
than by Parliament, as rival Candidates for 
the future government of the Country. 

10th July.] Lord Shelburne, when attacked 
in the House of Peers, respecting the Pen¬ 
sions granted to his two friends, particularly 
on that given to Barre, which excited the 
greatest comment; endeavoured to shift the 
origin, and consequently the odium, of having 
conferred the latter, on Lord Rockingham. 
In this attempt he proved, however, emi¬ 
nently unfortunate, as his assertions on the 
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subject, produced in both Houses of Parlia¬ 
ment, the most unqualified contradictions from 
the connexions or adherents of the deceased 
Marquis. However painful or humiliating 
such affronts must have been, which im¬ 
peached his personal veracity, equally as a 
man, and as a Minister ; he nevertheless sub¬ 
mitted to^ them, without making any further 
effort to justify himself in the opinion of the 
public: and the circumstances that attended 
the Prorogation of Parliament, seemed to in¬ 
dicate his impatience under the Deliberations 
of that Assembly, as well as his apprehen¬ 
sions of the impression made on many indi¬ 
viduals, by Fox’s accusations. Lord Shel¬ 
burne’s courage, which was unquestionable, 
had been proved in the Duel that he fought 
with Colonel .Fullerton. It became there¬ 
fore impossible to suppose, that he would 
have tamely endured such imputations on 
his private Character, if he had possessed the 
means of effectually repelling them.. Even 
on the subject of granting American Inde¬ 
pendence, there appeared so much > ambi¬ 
guity, if not tergiversation and contradiction 
in all his Parliamentary Speeches, as greatly 
tended to persuade mankind, that Fox’s alle¬ 
gations respecting Lord Shelburne’s disincli- 
It 2 
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nation to concede the point, must have had a 
foundation in truth. The very principle on 
which he avowed, when addressing the House 
of Peers, that he retained his place in the 
Councils of the Crown, seemed incompatible 
with strict regard to political rectitude. For 
he declared in the • plainest language, that 
he was not only adverse in his own judg¬ 
ment, to acknowledging the Independence of 
the thirteen Colonies; but, that whenever 
such a recognition should be extorted from 
this Country, ‘‘ The Sun of British glory 
“ was for ever set.” Yet in the same mo¬ 
ment he admitted,: that as the majority of 
ihe Rockingham Cabinet were of an oppo¬ 
site opinion, he acquiesced in the Measure; 
which Measure, though destructive, as he 
conceived, to Great Britain, he was now 
ready, in his new capacity, if Parliament 
approved it, to carry into execution. 

No political imputation, affixed on Lord 
North, had operated with more force in his 
disfavor, on the minds of the public, than the 
assertion of his enemies, that he prosecuted 
the American War in opposition to his own 
conviction, from a love of place, or from un¬ 
worthy subservience to the Royal will. But, 
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to a similar, charge, the new First Minister 
appeared voluntarily to subject himself. Lee, 
who had filled the Office of Solicitor General 
under the late Administration, but who had 
quitted his, Employment at the. same time 
with the other adherents of the Marquis of 
Rockingham ; a man of strong parts, though 
of coarse manners; and who never hesitated 
to express in the coarsest language, .whatever 
he thought; carried his indecorous abuse of 
the new First Lord of the Treasury, to even 
greater lengths, than any other individual 
of the party dismissed from power. He de¬ 
scribed Lord Shelburne as deficient in pro¬ 
bity, integrity, and every estimable quality 
that ought to be found in a First Minister 
of Great Britain; though he admitted that 
Nobleman’s external talents, comprehensive 
information, and specious accomplishments. 
The House of Commons formed the scene 
of this extraordinary invective, levelled not 
so much against the public conduct or mea¬ 
sures, as against the moral character, of a 
person placed in the highest Office of State. 
As if to complete their attacks, the daily 
Newspapers accused him of having under¬ 
mined Lord Rockingham in the Royal es- 
lecm, by the most unworthy arts, in order 
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to get possession of his Office: while the 
political Caricatures, exhibited in the Shops 
of the Metropolis, represented Lord Shel¬ 
burne habited as Guy Faux, so notorious 
for the part that was assigned him in the 

Gunpowder Plot,” under James the First; 
holding a dark lanthorn in his hand, advanc¬ 
ing under cover of the night, to blow up the 
Treasury. 

11th July.] Amidst these inauspicious, hu¬ 
miliating, and painful symptoms of public 
opinion, commenced that Nobleman’s Admi¬ 
nistration. Even to the last moment that 
the House of Commons remained sitting, 
Burke, among the querulous lamentations 
that he uttered, on being so suddenly ejected 
from his Office of Paymaster of the Forces 3 
a misfortune which seemed deeply to affect 
him; mingled the loudest exclamations against 
the falsity and defect of Principle in the 
First Minister. His Philippic was cut short 
in the middle, by the arrival of Sir Francis 
Molineux, as Usher of the Black Rod, sent 
to summon the attendance of the Members, 
at the Bar of the House of Lords; where 
the King, already seated on the Throne, was 
ready to prorogue the Parliament. A singu- 
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lar fact, arising out of the late Reforms, ac¬ 
companied this .Ceremony. Among the Re¬ 
trenchments of the Royal household and dig¬ 
nity, which Burke’s Bill had made, was in¬ 
cluded, as has been already observed, the sup¬ 
pression of the Jewel Office ; the business 
of which was principally conducted by Mr. 
William Egerton, a relation of the Duke of 
Bridgewater, and a Member of the House of 
Commons. The Bill having so recently passed 
into a law, no new official Regulation had 
been adopted, for the removal or transpor¬ 
tation of the Paraphernalia of the Crown. 
On the occasion of His Majesty going to 
Westminster, to prorogue the two Houses, it 
became indispensable to convey thither the 
Crown and Sceptre, together with various 
other articles of State. The Master of the 
Jewel Office being suppressed, in whose De¬ 
partment these dispositions previously lay^ 
application was made to the Lord Steward, 
and to the Lord Chamberlain, praying that 
Orders might be issued to the Keeper of the 
Jewels in the Tower, for bringing them to 
Westminster on the day of the Prorogation. 
But, these great Officers of State, not con¬ 
ceiving themselves to possess a power of in¬ 
terference, directions were at length dis- 
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patched, for the purpose, from the. Home 
Secretary of State’s Office. After some con¬ 
sultation held, relative to the safest mode of 
conveying these Royal ornaments; none of 
the King’s. Carriages being sent to receive 
them, application was next made to the Ma¬ 
gistrates at Bow-Street, who detached, four 
or five stout Agents of the Police, for their 
protection. Two Hackney Coaches being 
provided, in which the various articles were 
placed 3 with a view to render the transporta¬ 
tion of them more private, the Procession set 
out circuitously from the Tower, by the.New 
Road 3 entering London again at Portland- 
Street, and so proceeded down to Westmins¬ 
ter. The Blinds were kept up the whole 
way 3 and after the Prorogation, they re¬ 
turned by the same Road, without experien¬ 
cing any accident. But, it is unquestionable, 
that eight or ten desperate fellows, had they 
been apprized of the circumstance, might 
have easily overpowered the persons, em¬ 
ployed, and have carried off the Jewels. 
The memorable enterprize of Colonel Blood, 
under .Charles the Second, who .got posses¬ 
sion of the Crown and Sceptre, though he 
ultimately failed 3 was in fact, a far more ha¬ 
zardous undertaking, as in Order to execute it. 
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he actually entered the Tower: whereas in 
the present instance',, the. Attempt might have 
been made in the Street, or in the New Road. 
Any accident of, the kind, would necessarily 
have thrown some degree of ridicule, as well 
as of blame, on a system of economy, pro¬ 
ductive of such consequences in its outset. 

Among the interesting features of the. Ses¬ 
sion of Parliament before us, which, on ac¬ 
count of a degree of mystery or ambiguity 
accompanying them, greatly exercised na¬ 
tional curiosity ; may, be reckoned the pro¬ 
ceedings commenced against Sir Thomas 
Rumbold. I say commenced, because they 
never were prosecuted to any consumniation. 
This Gentleman returned, as has been already 
mentioned, from Madras, early in 1781, under 
Imputations the most injurious to his fame. 
He was accused of having,'while Governor of 
that important Settlement, not only amassed 
by every unbecoming means, an immense 
fortune; but, of first provoking a war with 
Hyder Ally, by acts of imprudent aggres¬ 
sion, and then of abandoning the country 
entrusted to his care, with pusillanimous or in¬ 
terested precipitation. These charges, which 
were, solemnly brought against him by Mr. 
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Dundas, Lord Advocate of Scotland, as 
Chairman of the Secret Committee appointed 
by the House of Commons, to enquire into 
the causes of the War in the Carnatic, pro¬ 
duced a deep impression on the public mind. 
We have already seen the steps which were 
immediately adopted by the Legislature, to 
tie up and impound Sir Thomas’s person, as 
well as his fortune. But, in addition to these 
precautions, a Bill for inflicting on him pains 
and penalties, as a man who had been guilty 
of high crimes and misdemeanors, was intro¬ 
duced by Mr. Dundas himself. 


Such a Measure, which excited general 
approbation, appeared to be worthy the na¬ 
tional justice, exerted in punishing a great 
public culprit. The line of policy pursued 
by Hastings, when Governor-General of Ben¬ 
gal, might possibly have led to many mis¬ 
fortunes, and might, perhaps, merit condem¬ 
nation. But his motives were admitted, even 
by his enemies, to have been splendid and 
elevated, however pernicious, as they as¬ 
serted, in their operation or consequences. 
The maladministration of Rumbold, on the 
contrary, seemed only directed to sordid and 
selfish purposes. Every Party, it was there- 



1782.] 


-MEMOIRS. 


251 


fore hoped, would concur in carrying through 
such a Bill i and though Mr. Dundas, after 
the termination of Lord North’s Ministry, 
no longer acted in an official situation, yet, 
ill his capacity of Chairman of “ the Secret 
“ Committee,” he spoke from a great emi¬ 
nence, and might expect universal support. 
Least of all, it was supposed, could the Rock¬ 
ingham Party, who had just come into power, 
who professed to call to a severe account, 
all such as had plundered or injured the 
Country, and who loudly demanded an En¬ 
quiry into East-India delinquencies, attempt 
to throw obstacles in the path of justice. 
Under these circumstances, all men expected, 
and most men hoped, that the Bill in ques¬ 
tion would have speedily found its way through 
the House of Commons, and have finally 
passed into a law. The fact, nevertheless, 
turned out completely otherwise. Meanwhile 
the Session advanced; a full attendance, as 
Mr. Dundas asserted and complained, could 
not be procured: and whether from the 
operation of that Cause, or from any other 
Reason more concealed, no progress was 
made in the business. Sir Thomas Rum- 
bold’s person and property remained, it is 
true, sequestered or restrained; but, beyond 
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that temporary interposition, no permanent 
punishment was inflicted on him. 

Men who had anticipated much, more vi¬ 
gorous and speedy, as well as decisive, pro¬ 
ceedings, and who beheld the supposed cri¬ 
minal thus elude or escape, as it we^-e, the 
grasp of national pursuit; reasoned and com¬ 
mented on the Fact. Malignity or Credulity 
invented reasons for whatever appeared inex¬ 
plicable throughout the Transaction. Secret 
springs were asserted to;have been touched, 
which had arrested or paralyzed the exertions 
of the Prosecutor. Time, place, and circum¬ 
stances, were even particularized; all which, 
though perhaps untrue or imaginary, seemed 
nevertheless, not only in themselves, possible, 
but, so .well fabricated, and so minutely de¬ 
tailed, as to appear highly probable. . I shall, 
however, relate only such Facts as are un¬ 
questionably authentic. 

Rumbold, though a man of low extraction, 
and of a, mean education, did not by any 
means want activity, judgment, or talents. 

I knew him well. In his person he was well 
made and handsome; but his features, though 
regular and .manly, contained nothing in 
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them prepossessing.' His successful exertions, 
while'Governor of Madras, in reducing Pon¬ 
dicherry, had elevated him to the dignity of 
a Baronet. On his arrival in England, aware 
of the storm that impended over him, he im¬ 
mediately contrived to get into Parliament; 
by which means he came into daily collision 
and communication with those, who might 
either injure, or could defend him. That 
he was not idle, is certain; and he attempted 
in his place, as a Member of the House, to 
justify himself from the charges exhibited 
against him, with some ability. In addition 
however to these personal efforts, he soon 
found means to conciliate a Friend, who was 
supposed to have laboured efficaciously to¬ 
wards his extrication. 

That Friend, who was Mr. Rigby, the late 
Paymaster of the Forces, having enjoyed 
during a great number of years, one of the 
most profitable Places under the Crown, with¬ 
out any Colleague, had acquired a large for¬ 
tune. But, his luxurious and expensive man¬ 
ner of living in town; his magnificent Seat at 
Mistley Hall in Essex, where he maintained 
a splendid establishment of every kind ; when 
added to his purchases of landed property, had 
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exhausted even means so vast, and left him, 
as it were, necessitous in the midst of wealth. 
In this situation of his affairs, the sudden ter¬ 
mination of Lord North’s Administration, 
not only deprived him of his Employment j 
but, in consequence of the system of reform 
adopted by the new Ministers, and in parti¬ 
cular; from the Regulations introduced by 
Burke, his successor in the Pay-office, which 
compelled him to pay into the Exchequer, 
the immense Balances of public money re¬ 
maining in his hands; Rigby became involved 
in great pecuniary embarrassments. These 
Balances having been vested by him in Mortr 
gages, or in other securities; and the public 
Funds suffering.then under great depression, 
it could not be in fact an easy matter, to 
find the means of answering promptly the 
Demands made upon him by Government, 
for repayment. 

Rumbold had brought with him from the 
East, as Verres did from Sicily, very ample 
Resources, which he well knew how to use, 
in time of need, for his own protection; and 
Rigby’s situation, which was generally un¬ 
derstood, might render a loan of money 
peeuliarly convenient. That gentleman hav- 
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ing no children, his sister’s son was destined 
to inherit his name and property. Rumbold 
had a daughter, whose age and accomplish¬ 
ments qualified her to be united to him in 
marriage. The alliance being agreed on, it 
was supposed that by the Secret Articles^ 
the East India Governor advanced to his 
Friend, such a sum, as greatly facilitated 
those payments of the public money, which 
he was necessitated to furnish without delay. 
After entering into so close a connexion, 
cemented by such binding ties, it might be 
esteemed natural, and even venial, that Rigby 
should lend his reciprocal aid to Sir Thomas 
Rumbold. Though no longer Paymaster of 
the Forces, Rigby still possessed great ca¬ 
pacities of being useful; and he was not sup¬ 
posed to lie under the dominion of any fasti¬ 
dious scruples. Above all, his intimate 
friendship with Mr. Dundas, who took the 
lead in the Parliamentary Prosecution insti¬ 
tuted against Rumbold, might enable Rigby 
to find means and opportunities of diminish¬ 
ing those Prejudices, or softening those Im¬ 
pressions, that operated most injurious!}'' 
against the accused person. No proof has 
been indeed ever produced, that improper 
means were used to effect this object: but 
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the public being in possession of certain facts, 
and observing that the proceedings so vi¬ 
gorously begun in Parliament against Rum- 
bold, seemed unaccountably to languish, and 
eventually to expire, instead of being pro¬ 
pelled; necessarily inferred, that there must 
exist some latent cause, which had blunted 
the edge of the weapon. Rumbold, it;.is 
certain, finally extricated himself; though 
whether the ostensible reasons assigned for the 
fact, formed the only circumstances that con¬ 
duced to his escape ; or whether more effica¬ 
cious and cogent arguments of any kind were 
used, must always remain matter of conjec¬ 
ture and assertion, like many other obscure 
points of biographical History. 

The Session being now terminated. Lord 
Shelburne might be regarded as secure in the 
possession of his newly acquired power, at 
least for several Months. During that interval, 
means, it was naturally imagined, could easily 
be discovered, of cementing and confirming 
the Ministry. Negociations for Peace were al¬ 
ready begun with America, which, if success¬ 
ful, it was probable, must eventually lead to a 
Treaty with our European enemies. The 
talents of the first Lord of the Treasury were 
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considered as eminently adapted to diploma¬ 
tic discussions; in the conduct of which, his 
enlarged knowledge of the foreign interests 
of Great Britain, and his minute acquaint¬ 
ance with the Continental Courtsj enabled 
him, it was said, to act at once with vigor 
and perspicuity. If he had lost the abilities 
of Fox and Burke in the House of Commons, 
he had on the other hand secured and at¬ 
tached to him two men no less able in dif¬ 
ferent ways; Pitt, and Dundas. He more¬ 
over possessed the confidence of the Sove¬ 
reign ; who, as all men supposed, would, 
from necessity, if not from inclination, sup¬ 
port a Minister preferred by himself to his 
present Office. Lord North might even, it 
was hoped, feel a far stronger disposition to 
join the actual Administration, whenever 
Parliament should meet again, than to unite 
with the Rockingham Party, his inveterate 
enemies. Under this aspeet of publie affairs, 
though Lord Shelburne neither stood high 
in the national opinion, as a man of severe 
integrity and probity, like his deceased pre¬ 
decessor, the Marquis of Rockingham; nor 
could command that Parliamentary strength, 
which Lord North still in some measure in¬ 
fluenced or led; yet many persons consi- 
voL. n. s 
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derecl his tenure of Office as by no means 
precarious, and augured well of its dura¬ 
tion. 

Burke’s invectives against the first Minis¬ 
ter, which continued to the last instant that 
the forms of Parliament permitted, were ne¬ 
vertheless suspended while the Prorogation 
put an end to the business of the House of 
Commons. However violent he might be in 
his place, as a Member of the Legislature, 
Burke never carried his complaints to the 
People. But, Fox, who acted no less as a 
Demagogue, than as the Representative of 
Westminster; and who always seemed to 
take the Gracchi for his model j anxious to 
appeal from his late dismission by the King, 
to the popular suffrage, convoked his Con¬ 
stituents, in order to lay before them the 
reasons for his resignation. They met, al¬ 
most immediately after the Session closed, in 
Westminster Hall, where he reiterated all the 
heads of accusation against Lord Shelburne, 
which he had already detailed a few days be¬ 
fore, in the House of Commons: but, the 
general impression, even among that au¬ 
dience, which heard him with partiality, 
‘:eemed nevertheless to be, that personal Am- 



1782 .] 


MEMOIRS. 


259 


bition and rivality, more than real principle or 
Patriotism, had regulated his conduct. The 
specious pretence under wliich the Meet¬ 
ing was assembled, namely, that of petition¬ 
ing the Crown for a more equal Representa¬ 
tion of the People; produced however, as 
might have been expected, an unanimous 
assent. He then dismissed them till the en¬ 
suing Winter. • 

August.] Sir Samuel Hood, whom the vic¬ 
torious Admiral in the West Indies, detached 
a few days after the defeat of de Grasse, 
with several vessels, in pursuit of the flying 
enemy; having come up with some of them, 
captured two more French line of Battle 
ships, as well as two Frigates, off the East 
end of the Island of St. Domingo. Though 
these eminent naval advantages secured Ja¬ 
maica from invasion or attack, yet, far from 
regaining any of our insular possessions in 
that Quarter of the Globe, on the contrary, 
such was our state of exhausture, that Spain 
fitted out an Expedition against the Bahama 
Islands, which she easily reduced to her obe¬ 
dience. But, the attention of the Capital 
and the Nation became more powerfully, as 
well as painfidly attracted, bv tlie Catastro- 
s 2 
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phe' of the “ Royal George,” which took 
place about the same time, than by the loss 
of any Trans-Atlantic Settlements. This 
ship, the pride and ornament of the Bri¬ 
tish Navy, to the disgrace of a Nation con¬ 
sidered as superior to every other People in 
nautical skill, disappeared in an instant, on 
the 29th of August, as is well known, in the 
midst of Portsmouth Plarbour: carrying with 
her to the bottom, an English Admiral; and 
as it was computed, near a thousand persons 
of both sexes. It is impossible, even at this 
distance of time, to reflect on such an event, 
without amazement as well as horror. The 
gloom and consternation, diffused by the in¬ 
telligence over the Metropolis, are hardly to 
be conceived; and the incredibility of tile 
fact encreased the sense of the disaster. No 
parallel circumstance is to be found in our 
naval Annals : probably, not in those of any 
other European Nation. In a superstitious 
Age, it would, no doubt, have been con¬ 
sidered as ominous of the greatest national, 
or royal misfortunes. That tempests, fire, 
or rocks and quicksands, should swallow up 
and destroy the proudest works of human art, 
is natural; often, unavoidable. When Sir 
Cloudesley Shovel, under the reign of Queen 
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Anne, perished, together with his ship and all 
his Crew, wrecked on the Scilly Islands; or 
when the Victory,” under George the Se¬ 
cond, foundered in the Race of Alderney, with 
Admiral Balchen, and eleven hundred per¬ 
sons on board:—such calamities were in the 
order of things, however much to be deplored. 
But, in the present instance, only an utter 
disregard to common prudential precautions, 
could have produced an event so unprece¬ 
dented. Her very Name, and her superiority 
in size, as well as in strength, to every other 
ship in the service, she carrying a hundred 
Guns; added to the bitterness of the re¬ 
flexions which her loss occasioned throughout 
the kingdom. Those who recollect that the 
‘‘ Q,ueen Charlotte,” a man of war of the 
first rate, carrying one hundred and ten 
Guns, with an Admiral’s flag, was consumed 
by, somewhat similar negligence, together 
with near seven hundred of her Crew, on the 
17 th of March, 1800, near the Port of Leg¬ 
horn; may find ample reason for speculation, 
on the singularity of two such disastrous 
events having taken place within eighteen 
Years of each other, under the same reign. 

September.] The melancholy impression 
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made by the Catastrophe just related, be¬ 
came, if possible, still more strongly excited 
immediately afterwards, by other naval mis¬ 
fortunes equally afflicting in their nature. If 
the fact of the “ Royal George” going down 
at her anchors, when no danger was even ap¬ 
prehended, stands without precedent in our 
maritime records 5 the fatality which seemed 
to pursue the Ships of the line that had been 
captured by Rodney on the 12 th of April, 
as well as most of our own men of war, ac¬ 
companying the French prizes, on their re¬ 
turn from the AVest Indies; can scarcely be 
equalled in modern History. The chain of 
shipwrecks and adverse events, that attended 
Commodore Anson’s Expedition round Cape 
Horn, in 1744, which so greatly reduced the 
numbers of his Squadron ; even the disasters, 
so pathetically related in the same work, that 
ruined the fleet of the Spanish Admiral Pi- 
zarro, nearly in the same Latitudes, and at 
the same time;—those calamities, however 
extraordinary and tragical they appear, yet 
sink on a comparison with the destruction 
experienced by our devoted Ships, in 1782 , 
when crossing the Atlantic. Captain Ingle- 
field has commemorated the fate of the ‘‘ Cen- 
taur,” as well as his own astonishing es- 
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cape, when she foundered with her officers 
and Crew. That affecting narrative may 
serve as too faithful a picture of the misfor¬ 
tunes experienced by the other vessels. The 
“ Ramillies,"’ a name proverbially unfortu¬ 
nate in the English Navy, was set on fire, 
when it became impossible any longer either 
to navigate, or to preserve her. One of the 
French Ships of the line, the “ Hector,” 
seemed to be reserved for more severe trials 
of every kind; in the course of which, all 
that human fortitude, skill, and courage, 
when combined, could effect, was performed 
by our Officers and Seamen. They were al¬ 
most miraculously saved, though the Hec- 
tor” herself perished. 

Over the closing scene of the “ Ville de 
Paris,” as well as over the fate of the 
Glorieux,” an impenetrable curtain is 
drawn. It is certain that the second, a 
French seventy-four gun Ship, commanded 
by the Honourable Captain Cadogan, disap¬ 
peared during the middle Watch, on the 
night of the 17th or 18th of September, after 
firing many signals of distress. Pier lights 
had been visible till that time; but, when day 
appeared, no vestiges of her were discovered. 
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and she doubtless foundered during the storm. 
Nor was de Grasse’s ship, originally pur¬ 
chased with so vast an effusion of blood, and 
herself the pride of the French Navy, ever 
destined to reach an English port. The hasty 
repairs given her at Jamaica, could only be 
slight or partial; and it was confidently as¬ 
serted, that during the gale of wind which 
proved so fatal, her Guns breaking loose, tore 
open her side, and accelerated, if they did 
not cause, her final destruction. Tidings of 
her were long expected, and the Nation con¬ 
tinued to nourish hopes for many Alonths, of 
her re-appearance. About this time, while 
her fate still remained problematical, a man 
was brought to the Admiralty, and there ex¬ 
amined, who had been taken up at sea, 
nearly senseless and extenuated j tied to, or 
floating on a hen-coop. He asserted, and 
his testimony appeared to be entitled to cre¬ 
dit ; that he served on board the Ville de 
“ Paris,” as a common sailor, at the mo¬ 
ment when she foundered. But few, or no 
particulars, relative to the event itself, could 
be extracted from this survivor; who, as I 
was assured by a Flag Officer that questioned 
him, possessed neither faculties nor memory 
to recount almost any Circumstance, except 
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the fact of her loss. Admiral Graves, who 
commanded the fleet, was censured by the 
popular voice, for having stood some Degrees 
more to the Northward, in returning home 
across the Atlantic, at that season, than he 
needed to have done; or than he was warrant¬ 
ed in doing, by Lord Rodney’s orders. But, 
this accusation may possibly have been more 
severe than just; though I think I have heard 
Lord Rodney himself state the circumstance, 
and express his conviction of the injurious 
consequences that resulted from navigating 
in too high a Latitude, during a time of Equi- 
noxial Gales. 

Happily, the gloom which these melancho¬ 
ly events diffused, was speedily relieved and 
dissipated, by Transactions of the most ex¬ 
hilarating nature. Minorca, it is true, had 
surrendered early in the Summer; but Gibral¬ 
tar, which Fortress still resisted, attracted, 
no less from the prodigious means employed 
for its reduction by the enemy, than from the 
energy and activity exerted in its defence, 
the attention of all Europe. The two most 
memorable Sieges which are recorded in mo¬ 
dern History; namely, that of Antwerp, 
undertaken by Alexander Farnese, Prince of 
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Parma, under Philip the second, in the six¬ 
teenth Century; and that of Ostend, begun 
by the Spanish General, Spinola, only a few 
years later; however illustrious they have 
each been rendered from the long protracted 
resistance made by the besieged, were both 
finally crowned with success. Gibraltar, on 
the contrary,, repelled the assailants in the 
most brilliant manner. All the means that 
human art, expense, and force, could collect 
or combine, by land, as well as by sea, were 
accumulated under its walls : while the two 
Branches of the House of Bourbon, uncon¬ 
scious of the lamentable Destiny preparing 
for themselves in the womb of time, seemed 
to vie in their efforts to accelerate its fall. 
Charles the Third, who then reigned in 
Spain, already anticipated the completion of 
an event, which, as he justly conceived, 
would render his name and reign immortal in 
the Spanish Annals. Under the same fallaci¬ 
ous expectation, Louis the Sixteenth dispatch¬ 
ed his youngest Brother, Count d’Artois, to 
assist at its surrender: while the Barbary 
Powers, though by no means indifferent, or 
uninterested spectators of this great contest, 
and though they are said to have put up 
prayers in all their Mosques for our success; 
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yet quietly expected the result, without 
making the smallest Effort in our Favour. 


If Lord Rodney acquired so much personal 
Glory by his victory over de Grasse, General 
Elliot did not establish a less brilliant reputa¬ 
tion, by his repulse and defeat of the Spanish 
floating Batteries, on the 13th of September, 
of the same year. The American War, which 
at Saratoga, and at York Town, displayed 
spectacles so humiliating to the British Arms, 
terminated with the most splendid triumphs 
over our European enemies; and this portion 
of the reign of George the Third, (like the 
second Punic war in Antiquity,) exhibits, be¬ 
tween 1777 and 1782, the greatest reverses of 
adverse, and of prosperous fortune. While 
we lost so vast an Empire beyond the Atlan¬ 
tic, w’e humbled with one hand, the French 
naval force in the West Indies; annihilat¬ 
ing with the other, the combined efforts of 
France and Spain, which were concentered 
for the subjugation of a distant Garrison, ap¬ 
parently left to its own capacities of defence, 
and cut off from the obvious means of relief. 
But, even after the destruction of the Spanish 
vessels and Batteries, it seemed still impos¬ 
sible to throw into Gibraltar timely supplies 



268 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1782 . 


of Ammunition, competent to recruit the ex¬ 
penditure that had taken place during the 
Siege. Provisions, fuel, clothing, as well as 
many other essential or indispensable articles, 
could only be sent out from England. Near 
fifty French and Spanish Ships of the line^ 
which occupied the Bay of Gibraltar, ap¬ 
peared to set at defiance all approach. Not¬ 
withstanding these apparently insuperable 
obstacles, the attempt succeeded, in opposi¬ 
tion to every impediment. 

October.] So low had sunk the numerical 
naval force of Great Britain at this period, 
as compared with the strength of the enemy, 
that the utmost exertions of the Admiralty, 
under the new Administration, could only 
equip and send to sea, thirty-four sail of the 
lines which fleet did not quit Spithead, till 
nearly the day on which General Elliot had 
already repulsed and burnt the floating Bat¬ 
teries, under the walls of the besieged For¬ 
tress. Yet never was the real superiority of 
our Navy in skill and science, more evidently 
demonstrated, than in successfully throwing 
succours into a place invested by sea and 
land, without committing any Event to ha¬ 
zard, or affording to adversaries so numerous. 



1789.] 


MEMOIRS. 


26y 


the slightest advantage. Lord Howe, who 
conducted and commanded the whole En- 
terprize, manifested such a combination of 
Tactics and of ability in his Manoeuvres, as 
place his Name deservedly high in the Annals 
of his Country. If the reputation that he at¬ 
tained on this occasion, seems less brilliant 
than the fame acquired by Rodney in van¬ 
quishing, de Grasse, it was not on that Ac¬ 
count less permanent or solid. Without en¬ 
gaging, he defied the combined fleets; of¬ 
fered Battle, but did not seek it; effected 
every object of the Expedition, by relieving 
Gibraltar, and then retreated; followed in¬ 
deed by the enemy, but not attacked. They 
made, it is true, a shew of fighting, but 
never ventured to come to close Action. And 
with such contempt did Lord Howe treat the 
Cannonade commenced by the Van, com¬ 
posed of French ships under La Motte Pi¬ 
quet ; that having ordered all his men on 
board the Victory,” to lye down flat on 
the Deckj in order that their lives might not 
be needlessly exposed, he disdained to return 
a single shot against such cautious or timid 
opponents. 

Pigot, who had succeeded to Rodney in the 
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West Indies, in defiance of public opinion, 
by no means emulated his example of Acti¬ 
vity and Enterprize. Though placed at the 
head of six and forty sail of the line, he'nei- 
ther effected nor attempted any object, during 
more than six Months that he held the com¬ 
mand. Such inactivity seemed to reproach 
the Ministry who had sent him thither, and 
excited severe animadversions on Fox. In 
the East Indies, and there only, where Sir 
Edward Hughes was opposed to Suffrein, 
France still maintained the contest on the 
water. That active and intrepid Officer last 
named, the most able of any employed by 
Louis the Sixteenth during the whole pro¬ 
gress of the war, made repeated, though in¬ 
effectual efforts, for compelling the English 
Squadron to abandon the coast of Coro¬ 
mandel. 

November.] While Lord Howe thus placed 
in security, the most brilliant foreign posses¬ 
sion of the Crown in Europe; Negociations 
of a pacific nature were carrying on at Paris 
both with America, and with the other Coa¬ 
lesced Powers. The Articles concluded with 
the revolted Colonies, which were first pro¬ 
visionally signed, did not indeed demand 
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either any considerable length of time, or su¬ 
perior diplomatic talents, in order to conduct 
them to a prosperous termination 5 where al¬ 
most every possible concession was made on 
the part of England, merely to obtain from 
America a cessation of Hostilities. Not only 
their Independance was recognized in the 
most explicit terms: territory, rivers, lakes, 
commerce, islands, ports and fortified places, 
Indian Allies, Loyalists; all were given up to 
the Congress. In fixing the Boundaries be¬ 
tween Canada and the United States, ideal 
limits, ignorantly adopted on our Part, were 
laid down amidst unknown tracts. Franklyn, 
who, as one of the four American Commis¬ 
sioners appointed to manage the treaty, affixed 
his name to the instrument of provisional pa¬ 
cification ; enjoyed at the advanced period 
of fourscore years, the satisfaction of wit¬ 
nessing the complete Emancipation of his 
countrymen from Great Britain, to effect 
which he had so eminently contributed by 
his talents and exertions. Few subjects, born 
and educated, like him, in the inferior classes 
of society, have, in any age of the Earth, 
without drawing the sword in person, obtain¬ 
ed so gratifying a triumph over their legiti¬ 
mate Sovereign, or have aided to produce a 
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greater political Revolution on the face of the 
Globe. 


December.] A first Minister who possess¬ 
ed so slender a portion of moral reputation, 
of popularity, or of influence over the two 
Houses of Parliament, as Lord Shelburne; 
would, it was supposed, have employed the 
interval subsequent to the Prorogation, in 
strengthening by every Exertion, his tenure 
of power. Unless he either regained the 
Heads of the Rockingham Part}^ or conci¬ 
liated Lord North, which last Measure seemed 
to be more natural; it was obvious that he 
might, at any moment, be crushed by the 
union of those leaders. On the opening of 
the Session, it soon however became evident 
that no such approximation had taken place, 
and that the Administration relied for support, 
upon its own proper strength. But, on the 
other hand. Lord North and Mr. Fox, though 
both acted in opposition to Government, and 
though both joined in treating with reproba¬ 
tion, or with ridicule, the provisional Treaty 
concluded with America; yet remained never¬ 
theless still in complete and hostile separa¬ 
tion. Scarcely did they refrain, on every oc¬ 
casion that presented itself, from personal re- 
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flections on each other; and when Fox ven¬ 
tured to divide the House, on the Question 
of addressing the King, to lay before them 
some parts of the Provisional Articles, he was 
left in a Minority of only forty-six: while the 
Ministry, supported by Lord North, display¬ 
ed an imposing Majority of two hundred and 
nineteen. Neither the Peace made with the 
American States, nor even the recognition of 
their Independance by Great Britain, being 
however in themselves complete, till a Treaty 
should be likewise concluded with France, 
attention became wholly directed to the issue 
of tlie pending Negociations with that Court. 
On their termination, whether it should prove 
hostile or pacific, all men foresaw that the 
two great Parties, who now stood at bay, 
without joining each other, or uniting with 
Lord Shelburne; would necessarily take some 
decisive step, most beneficial, or most in¬ 
jurious in its results, to the Administration. 

Though Parliament sat for only a very 
short period during the month of December, 
scarcely exceeding a fortnight, previous to 
their Adjournment till after Christmas; yet 
one very interesting Debate, which arose in 
the House of Commons, produced a material 

VOL. II. T 
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operation on some articles of the Peace then 
negociating with the House of Bourbon. Ru¬ 
mours, which acquired considerable, if not 
implicit credit, were circulated throughout 
the Metropolis, stating that Lord Shelburne 
had not only manifested a disposition, but had 
even consented, with the approbation of the 
Cabinet, to cede Gibraltar to Spain, on cer¬ 
tain conditions. They were indeed of such 
a nature, as in the estimation of many able 
men, would have fully justified Ministers in 
restoring to the Catholic King, that expensive 
Fortress. I have been assured, that Charles 
the Third, in his eagerness to re-annex Gi¬ 
braltar to the Spanish Monarchy, offered in 
exchange for it, the Canary Islands, together 
with Porto Rico in the West Indies: the for¬ 
mer of which Possessions, from their situation 
in the Atlantic, their Climate, and produc¬ 
tions, might be rendered most valuable ac¬ 
quisitions to Great Britain; while the latter 
Island must be considered as scarcely inferior 
to Jamaica in extent, fertility, and political 
importance. Gibraltar, however dear to the na¬ 
tional vanity, and whatever flattering recollec¬ 
tions the late glorious defence might awaken; 
could not, it was imagined, he put in compe¬ 
tition with the Canaries and Porto Rico. Sir 
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George Howard, who was himself a General 
Officer, having nevertheless unexpectedly pro¬ 
voked, and brought forward in the House of 
Commons, a discussion relative to that fortress, 
and the possibility that its cession or alien¬ 
ation to Spain, might be in contemplation; it 
soon appeared that men of all parties were 
imbued with partialities so warm and violent 
in its favor, and such indignation was mani¬ 
fested at the bare idea of ceding it, even for 
any Equivalent however valuable, that the in¬ 
tention was relinquished. The substance of 
the Debate having been taken down in short 
hand, by a person stationed in the Gallery, 
and immediately communicated to Lord Shel¬ 
burne ; he dispatched a Messenger with it, the 
next Morning, to our Minister at Paris, Mr. 
Fitzherbert, now Lord St. Helens: enjoining 
him to lay it before the Count de Vergennes, 
and the Count d’Aranda. I know from good 
authority, that the latter Nobleman, who was 
then the Spanish Embassador at the Court of 
Versailles, had received the most positive in¬ 
structions not to sign any Peace with Great 
Britain, however favourable the'terms might be 
in other respects, unless the cession of Gi¬ 
braltar constituted one of the Articles of the 
Treaty. Finding nevertheless, after the com- 
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municatioii above mentioned, that no Equi¬ 
valent would be accepted for its restitution; 
d’Aranda, in disobedience to these orders, 
finally affixed his name to the Act, taking on 
himself the risk and the responsibility. 

January, 1783.] Throughout a considerable 
part of the Month of January, the greatest 
fluctuation of public opinion prevailed rela¬ 
tive to the final success of the Treaties agita¬ 
ting at Paris; and as late as the 18th, the 
Q,ueen’s Birth-day, the prevalent ideas in the 
Drawing-room, were generally adverse to the 
probability .of a favourable issue: but, five 
days afterwards, intelligence arrived in Lon¬ 
don, that Peace had been signed at Versailles. 
Lord Keppel, either from Repentance of his 
conduct in having quitted Fox after the Mar¬ 
quis of Rockingham’s decease ; or suspicious 
of the approaching Dissolution of the actual 
Ministry; or, as he asserted afterwards on the 
Debate which took place in the House of 
Peers, disapproving the Articles of the Trea¬ 
ty recently concluded; immediately resigned 
his Employment of First Lord of the Admi¬ 
ralty. He was succeeded by Lord Howe, and 
early in the Month of February, the Marquis 
of Carmarthen was named Embassador to the 
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Court of France. Though the House of Com¬ 
mons had met on the 21st of January, pur¬ 
suant to its Adjournment, yet no Business of 
moment was brought forward, either by Mi¬ 
nisters, or by their Opponents, during the 
considerable interval of near a Month which 
elapsed, previous to. the Day fixed for discus¬ 
sing the Articles of the Peace, in both Houses 
of Parliament. They had intermediately been 
exchanged and ratified by the two Govern¬ 
ments. A more than ordinary interest was 
excited on the subject, throughout the Na¬ 
tion ; the stability or dismission of the Admi 
nistration, evidently depending on the par¬ 
liamentary approval or disapprobation of the 
Treaty. In the House of Lords, there seemed 
to be, indeed, little danger of incurring a 
Vote of Censure. But, it was otherwise in 
the Lower House, where the Minister, in ad¬ 
dition to his own slender personal strength, 
and the individuals holding Offices under the 
Crown, could only expect support, either 
from persons inclined to maintain indiffer¬ 
ently every Government; or from those inde¬ 
pendent Members, who disregarding all mo¬ 
tives of Party, might be induced to approve 
the Treaties, on the ground of their abstract 
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merits, and their just claim to national grati¬ 
tude. 


Facts such as these, which were palpable 
to all, could not possibly escape the atten¬ 
tion of him who was most deeply interested 
in their result. And it has always appeared 
to persons uninformed, one of the most inex¬ 
plicable Events of our Time, that Lord Shel¬ 
burne, who must have perceived the impossi¬ 
bility of maintaining himself in power, after 
the conclusion of Peace, without the aid of 
one, or of the other, of the two great parties 
in Opposition ^ yet allowed Parliament to 
meet, for the express purpose of discussing 
the merits of the Peace, without conciliating 
previously the leaders of either side. Was 
he then indifferent to the preservation of that 
Office, which he had acquired with so much 
address, and not unaccompanied with a de¬ 
gree of obloquy ? No person can believe or 
suppose it. Neither his adherents nor his 
enemies, ever maintained such an opinion. 
How therefore are we to interpret a conduct 
so contrary to all the dictates of Ambition, 
policy, and self-interest? In order to explain 
it, I shall state such circumstances as have 
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been related to me, from Individuals posses¬ 
sing Information, which will at least throw 
considerable light upon the subject. 

It seemed certainly most natural, that of 
the two Parties excluded from Power, Lord 
Shelburne should have addressed himself to 
that body of men which still considered Lord 
North as it’s head. To many of the indivi¬ 
duals composing it, I know that he did in 
fact make advances, either personally, or by 
his friends. The American War being ter¬ 
minated, the principal object of disunion be¬ 
tween the late, and the present. First Minis¬ 
ter, was at an end. Lord Shelburne was more¬ 
over known to have pertinaciously resisted 
the concession of Independence to America. 
His reluctance and duplicity, or at least his 
ambiguity, relative to granting unconditional 
Independence to the Thirteen Colonies, 
formed one of the most prominent points of 
accusation against him, on the part of Fox 
and the Rockingham Party. It could not be 
doubted that the King, who, availing himself 
of favorable circumstances, had elevated the 
First Lord of the Treasury, to the place that 
he held ; and who deprecated no Event so 
much, as being a second time compelled to 
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to take Fox into his councils; would secretly 
approve, and would sincerely promote, any 
Measure tending to exclude him from Admi¬ 
nistration. Of all political unions that could 
be effected, an Alliance between Lord North 
and Lord Shelburne, it was therefore assumed, 
must be most agreeable to the Sovereign. 
Nor, as I have been assured, did there exist 
any insurmountable personal antipathies or 
impediments between those two noble persons, 
which could have prevented such an event 
taking place. But, though they might have 
been willing to coalesce, there were other in¬ 
dividuals in the Ministry, not possessed of 
so tractable or so conciliating a disposition. 
Mr. Pitt, and the Duke of Richmond, both 
inflexibly refused to sit in Cabinet Avith Lord 
North, whom they considered as the chief 
author of the American War; and they re¬ 
mained firm upon that article. Such an obsta¬ 
cle was neither to be surmounted, nor to be 
removed. The Duke of Richmond might, 
indeed, have been dismissed, without any ap¬ 
prehension of its producing very injurious re¬ 
sults : but Mr. Pitt was essential to the ex¬ 
istence and duration of the Ministry. His 
high character and his Name, joined to his 
eminent talents, formed the best security that 
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Lord Shelburne possessed, for carrying any 
Measure through the House of Commons. 
If, therefore, in order to gain Lord North, he 
had thrown Pitt into Opposition, no exer¬ 
tions could have long resisted his and Fox’s 
united attacks, fighting side by side. And 
the House itself would probably, nay infalli¬ 
bly, have reprobated such a junction, when 
attained by the expulsion of Pitt from power. 
These causes prevented any attempt being 
made to gain Lord North’s support, by ad¬ 
mitting him and his principal friends to 
places in the Cabinet j and his friendship, it 
was obvious, could not be obtained on any 
inferior terms. 

February.] In this perplexing Dilemma, 
overtures of Conciliation were made to Fox, 
on the part of Administration, offering to re¬ 
place him and his connexions in Office, un¬ 
der Lord Shelburne, as First Minister. The 
King was induced, though^ reluctantly, to al¬ 
low and to approve of the Proposals, on the 
ground of State Necessity; it being esteemed 
a less evil, to admit Fox into the Cabinet by 
negociation, than to incur the risk of his en¬ 
tering it by storm. In the first case, he 
would remain still in a Minority, while the 
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Treasury would be completely independant of 
him; whereas in the second event, he would 
dictate the law. But Fox, though he pro¬ 
fessed himself willing to make a part of an 
Administration formed upon a broad Basis, 
and therefore disposed to listen to the propo¬ 
sition, exacted one indispensable preliminary; 
namely, Lord Shelburne’s dismission or resig¬ 
nation. Unless the Treasury were placed in 
the hands of the Duke of Portland, as the 
new recognized head of the Rockingham Par¬ 
ty ; and unless Lord Shelburne were wholly 
excluded from a place in the Cabinet, he 
peremptorily refused to accede to any terms 
of accommodation. With all the other prin¬ 
cipal individuals composing the Ministry, he 
declared his readiness to act; but, personally 
to Lord Shelburne, his repugnance continued 
insurmountable, and could not be removed by 
any efforts. 

Such, as I have always understood, were 
the two leading Principles, on which was sub¬ 
sequently reared that celebrated junction be¬ 
tween Lord North and Fox, which, from its 
extraordinary nature, and more extraordinary 
effects, has obtained in English History, by 
way of distinction from all other political 
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qnions or alliance ever contracted in our 
Time, the name of The CoalitionT The 
proscription of Lord North by Pitt, and of 
Lord Shelburne by Fox, of necessity drove 
these two excluded Ministers into each others 
armss at once obliterated all past causes of 
offence between them; and impelled them, 
banishing every retrospect, as well as in some 
measure setting public opinion at defiance, 
only to look forward to the joint possession 
of power. As the 17th of February stood 
fixed for the consideration of the Articles of 
Peace, in both Houses of Parliament; and as 
Lord North disapproved of many of those 
Articles, no less strongly than Fox; it be¬ 
came obvious that they must, in all cases, 
divide together on that night against the Ad¬ 
ministration. And if they should find them¬ 
selves in a Majority, as was highly probable, 
it seemed to follow that the Ministers must 
retire from Office. But, in order to avail 
themselves of their triumph, and to form a 
new Administration, some mutual understand¬ 
ing, if not some principles of permanent ac¬ 
commodation, became absolutely necessary 
to both Individuals. Otherwise, however vic¬ 
torious they might prove in Parliament, tliey 
would probably derive no benefit from their 
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superiority; and Lord Shelburne, though van¬ 
quished in the House of Commons, might 
still contrive to retain his seat in the Cabinet, 
as First Minister. 

These considerations, in themselves most 
forcible, acquiring hourly strength as the Day 
approached for the discussion of the Peace, 
produced some symptoms of mutual tendency 
towards reconciliation. Never, perhaps, did 
two men exist, more inclined by nature to 
oblivion of injuries, or to sentiments of for¬ 
giveness, than Lord North and Fox! The 
latter, whatever might be his defects of cha¬ 
racter, possessed in an eminent degree, pla¬ 
cability and magnanimity of mind. ‘‘ Amu 
citii:e sempiterna, Inwiicitia placabileSy^ was 
a Maxim always in his mouth. The former, 
too indolent to retain the burthen of enmity, 
and conscious that Fox’s hostility towards 
him, had always been more political than 
personal; gladly deposited his resentments 
and his injuries, at the feet of his Interest 
and Ambition. Both equally concurred in 
the necessity of agreeing on some plan of 
concerted action, before they took their 
places, side by side, on the Opposition 
Bench. But, however deeply they might be 
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impressed with these feelings, they neverthe¬ 
less abstained from any direct interview, leav¬ 
ing all matters to the intervention of mutual 
friends. The Honorable George Augustus 
North, eldest son of Lord North, then Mem¬ 
ber for Harwich, and afterwards himself Earl 
of Guildford, acted as the Negociator for his 
father on this occasion : while the Honorable 
Colonel Fitzpatrick, Fox’s intimate friend 
and companion, conducted the treaty on the 
other part. Mr. North by no means wanted 
talents ; but in address, capacity, and ac¬ 
complishments, the latter possessed an infi¬ 
nite superiority. Each, actuated by a warm 
desire to conduct the business to a successful 
issue, exerted his utmost efforts for the pur¬ 
pose. Two or three days elapsed in con¬ 
ferences and discussions: Nor was it till a 
very late hour of the night of the l6th of 
February, that, after many visits to and fro, 
between St. James’s Street and Grosvenor 
Square, where Lord North then resided, they 
finally settled the outlines of a Convention ; 
by which, on the part of the two Principals it 
was stipulated, that if they effected a change 
of Administration, the Treasury should be 
given to the Duke of Portland j that Lord 
North should likewise take a Cabinet Office; 
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thsit a fair partition of the spoils, in other 
words, of the great posts and emoluments of 
the State, should be made between the two 
parties, who agreed henceforward to coalesce. 
And, lastly, that in the Debate of the ap¬ 
proaching Evening, they should speak, act, 
and divide in concert. 

17th February.] Such were the general 
Preliminaries of the Coalition.” Many dif¬ 
ficulties on both sides, which impeded the 
progress of the negociation, protracted its 
termination 3 nor did either Lord North or 
Fox retire to rest till four or five o’clock in 
the Morning, when the business was at 
length concluded. Fox, accustomed to pass 
the greater part of the night at Brookes’s, ap¬ 
peared in the House of Commons with his 
usual freshness on the ensuing Evening; and 
manifested during the Debate that ensued, 
neither inattention, lassitude, nOr fatigue. 
But, Lord North, whose natural somnolency 
was encreased, by having sat up for so many 
hours of the preceding night, under circum¬ 
stances of considerable agitation, as well as 
by the prodigious heat arising from a crouded 
house; after taking his seat near his new ally, 
on the Opposition Bench, found himself so 
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overcome by sleep, that its effect became 
irresistible. Unwilling, probably, to exhibit 
such a Spectacle, at such a moment, which 
would have excited matter of animadversion, 
or of ridicule, to both parties; he at length 
quitted his seat, and came up into the Gal¬ 
lery. I had placed myself there; immediate¬ 
ly over the Treasury Bench, every part of 
the House below being filled. Lord North 
having seated himself by me, made various 
efforts to keep himself awake; but to accom¬ 
plish it, exceeded his power. As the discus¬ 
sion had already taken a very personal turn ; 
severe sarcasms, as well as reproaches, being 
levelled from the Treasury Bench, against the 
unnatural Coalition just formed; particularly 
by Mr. Dundas, who stigmatized it with the 
strongest Epithets of Reprobation; he re¬ 
quested me to awaken him, as often as any 
such expressions should be used by Ministers. 
I did so many times; but, when he had lis¬ 
tened for a few Minutes, he as often involun¬ 
tarily relapsed into repose. At the end of 
about an hour and a half, during the greater 
portion of which time he seemed scarcely 
sensible to any Circumstance that passed, 
he began to rouse himself. By degrees he 
recovered his perception; and having heard 
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from my mouth, some of the most interesting, 
or acrimonious passages that had taken place 
while he was asleep, he went down again 
into the body of the House, placed himself 
by Fox on the floor, and made one of the 
most able, brilliant, as well as entertaining 
Speeches, that I ever heard him pronounce 
within those walls. No man who listened to 
it, could have imagined that he had lost a 
single sentence of the preceding Debate, or 
that his faculties had been clouded by fatigue 
and want of rest. 

Lord John Cavendish, whom Fox always 
selected for special and important occasions; 
as his high character for integrity and up¬ 
rightness, spread a sort of veil over the irre¬ 
gularities of his party j moved an Amendment 
on that night to the Address proposed by 
the friends of Administration. Lord John’s 
Amendment was however couched in terms 
so guarded, with a view to secure as many 
Votes as possible, that it might rather be 
termed a hesitation in approving, than any 
direct censure on the Peace. Even Lord 
North, who afterwards proposed a second 
Amendment, in which he recommended the 
American Loyalists to-His Majesty’s consi- 
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deration; implied, more than he asserted, 
that they had been forgotten or abandoned by 
the framers of the Articles of Pacification 
concluded with the thirteen Colonies. The 
Coalition, avowed by Fox, was not only de¬ 
fended with the boldness and decision that 
marked his character j but he retbrted on the 
Lord Advocate, all the acrimonious expres¬ 
sions which fell from the lallter, upon the 
sudden dnibn of two-sunh inveterate Oppo¬ 
nents. • Mr. Townsend; as' Secretary of State, 
excelled himself in his defence of the Peace, 
and may really be said to have in some mea¬ 
sure earned on that night, the Peerage which 
he soon afterwards obtained. I never saw 
him display so much animation, nor' heard 
him manifest such ability. Nor was Pitt 
wanting to himself, or to his party. But, all 
their efforts proved unavailing to sustain an 
Administration, which having been originally 
established ori too shallow foundations, had 
received no subsequent Reinforcement. After 
a Debate, protracted tiir eight o’clock in the 
Morning, they were left iii a Minority of 
sixteen. Only nine Votes therefore, taken 
from the Coalition, and transferred to Minis¬ 
ters, Would have given them a Majorityj and 
VOL. 11. U 
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above four hundred and thirty Members voted 
on the occasion. 

I composed one of the Majority, on that 
memorable night. But I owe it nevertheless 
to truth and to candour, which are the only 
Guides or Principles that I recognize, to ac¬ 
knowledge, that when I consider the articles 
of the Peace concluded by Lord Shelburne, 
after the lapse of thirty years, I am inclined 
to view it through a more favourable medium, 
than I did at the time. Unquestionably, of 
the three Treaties, namely, those signed with 
France, Spain, and America s —for with Hol- 
land no definitive Convention had been ar¬ 
ranged j—the American Treaty was much 
the most humiliating, as well as injurious, to 
Great Britain. Besides the unconditional re¬ 
cognition of the Independance of the Colo¬ 
nies, and the cession of so many fortified 
places, which it is difficult to suppose that 
the Americans could ever have taken from us 
by force of arms j our abandoning the Loy¬ 
alists seemed, in the estimation pf people the 
most dispassionate, to affix a degree of die- 
gradation and dishonour on the Nation itself. 
To Spain we likewise ceded East Florida, in 
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addition to West Florida and Minorca, of 
both which, that power had already obtained 
possession. But, in recoinpence for these 
sacrifices, it must be remembered, that France 
restored to us all our captured Islands in the 
West Indies, with the single exception of 
Tobago; while we possessed nothing to offer 
her in return, except the restitution of St. 
Lucie. All the stipulations made respecting 
our possessions in the East Indies; those con¬ 
cluded relative to the Gum trade, carried on 
along the coast of Africa; and the Articles 
regulating the right of fishery on the banks of 
Newfoundland;—if not favourable or advan¬ 
tageous in themselves, might yet have been 
signed between two Crowns treating on equal 
terms. Nor, when we consider the exhausted 
state of England at the close of the American 
War, could they justly be regarded as unbe¬ 
coming us to concede^ in order to dissolve the 
formidable combination then leagued against 
this Country. 

While, however, I thus readily admit Lord 
Shelburne’s title to national approbation, if 
not gratitude, for the Peace of January, 17S3, 
though I voted against it; I must maintain, 
and I trust satisfactorily to prove, that if 
U 2 
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Lord North, instead of going out,- as he did, 
in March, 1782, had remained in Office ten 
Months longer, he would have concluded at 
least as advantageous, if not a more beneficial 
Treaty. We shall in fact find on examining 
the subject, that Lord North either adopted 
or laid down all the foundations, on which 
his Successor in Office reared that super¬ 
structure. In other words, we must be 
compelled to perceive, that Lord Shelburne 
only used the materials left or provided him 
by his„ predecessor. The Peace rested on 
seven distinct grounds or principles, of which 
the first was the Recognition of American 
Independance. But, Lord North manifested 
a much greater readiness <to obey the wishes 
of the House of Commons on that leading 
point, than was afterwards shewn by Lord 
Shelburne, who did not yield, till he was out¬ 
voted in the Cabinet: whereas Lord North, 
after General Conway’s successful Motion of 
the 22d of February, declaring the Attempt 
“ to reduce the Colonies to obedience by 
‘‘ force, impracticable,” immediately took 
Measures for the purpose. On the 5th 
of March, a fortnight before he laid down 
his power, Wallace, then Attorney-General, 
moved in his place, for leave to bring in a 
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Bill, to enable His Majesty to- conclude a 
Truce or Peace with the revolted Colonies 
in America.” Fox affected to-treat it with 
derision, because he feared, its operatiori on 
Parliament, and on the public mind, might 
prolong the existence of an.Administration 
which he had so .nearly run down : but no 
impartial man; questioned the First Minister’s 
sincerity; and. the Victory of Congress in 
compelling .Lord North, who had; so long 
made War on them,^ to treat with*America as 
a.Sovereign Power, .would . have been more 
gratifying to. the States, than the same tri¬ 
umph obtained over, any other Minister of 
Great Britain. ^ 

The second cause, that produced Peace, 
was Sir. George Rodney’s victory over de 
Grasse; .which Event at once overturning all 
the plans of Vergennes in the: West . Indies, 
secured Jamaica .from any further Attack on 
the partrof France. : Of this^splendid victory, 
though Fox. reaped all the; benefit,' Lord 
North and Lord Sandwich had unquestion¬ 
ably the whole merit. We may even safely 
assert or,assume, that if the Rockingham Ad¬ 
ministration had.forced their way into Office 
three Months earlier than they did; the Ac- 
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tion of the 12th of April, 1782, would never 
have taken place, or might have had a very 
different termination. It is not pretended 
that Pigot possessed any other merit than his 
connexion with Fox, cemented at Brookes’s, 
over the Faro Table. The Measure itself, of 
sending him out to deprive Rodney of the 
Command, excited just indignation : nor did 
he perform a single act of energy after his 
arrival, which could have accelerated or faci¬ 
litated the negociations of Peace. 1 believe, 
he never captured any thing except a Spanish 
Polacre. Elliot’s destruction of the Spanish 
Gun-boats before Gibraltar, on the 13th Sep¬ 
tember; by overwhelming all the Projects of 
Charles the Third for the reduction of that 
Fortress, laid the third foundation of the 
Treaty, as it disposed the Cabinet of Madrid 
to terminate the War. Happily, Fox did not 
recall Elliot, as he . had done Rodney, nor 
send Burgoyne to supersede him. Lord 
Howe’s most able Manmuvres, in supplying 
Gibraltar with Stores of every kind, notwith¬ 
standing the combined opposition of France 
and Spain, formed the fourth groundwork of 
the Peace. In the nomination of that great 
Naval Officer to the Command of the Fleet, 
and in that Measure solely, had Lord Shel- 
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bbrrie any participation or share, as con¬ 
tributing to terminate the contest. Nor 
would it be candid to deprive him of the 
merit which he may thereby claim: but, nei¬ 
ther ought we to forget that Admiral Darby 
had effected the same service in the preceding 
year, under Lord North’s Administration, 
and had relieved Gibraltar, in Defiance of 
nearly similar impediments. 

The three last foundations of general Pa¬ 
cification were laid in the Eastj where, as 
early as 1778, Lord North had ably antici¬ 
pated the French machinations, by getting 
possession of Pondicherry. Of these leading 
causes, the most essential, perhaps, may be 
deemed the separate Peace made with the 
Mharattaisj a measure exclusively due to 
that First Minister, who in the Spring of the 
year 1781, sent out Mr. Macpherson, since 
Governor General of Bengal, and created a 
Baronet, as a Member of the Supreme Council. 
I know that his secret Instructions were, to 
endeavour by every exertion in his power, and 
even if necessary, by making considerable 
sacrifices, to terminate the Mharatta War. 
In compliance with those directions, on his 
arrival at Madras in October 1781, without 



HISTORICAL 


■296 


[ 1783 . 


waiting to consult Hastings, who was then at 
a distance from Calcutta; Mr.^Macpherson, , 
together with JLord Macartney, Sir Edwar(J, 
Hughes, and the Nabob of Arcot, Mahom- 
med Ally, acting together in concert, ad-. 
dressed letters jointly to the Peshwah, at 
Poonah, expressing to him,, in the name of 
the So.vereign and AJinistry of England, their, 
sincere and ardent inclination to Peace. It. 
followed in a very short space of time, and 
flowed immediately from this source.. Lord 
Sandwich, who sent out Sir Edward Hughes 
to command the British Elieet in the East In¬ 
dies, may claim the principal or exclusive 
merit, of having laid the sixth Basis of the, 
Pacification of January, 1783. For, though 
that Naval Commander did not vanquish Suf- 
frein, as Rodney defeated de Grasse, yet he 
repulsed the French Admiral, when we were. 
inferior to hirn in number of sliips disabled ^ 
the enemy’s vessels, and finally compelled him. 
to postpone his projects of co-operation with 
Hyder Ally ; thus protracting the contest, till 
intelligence of a general Pacification reached 
India. The last groundwork of peace, was 
due to Hastings, as Governor General of 
Bengal, in Conjunction with the. Supreme 
Council^ fo.r the promptitude with which, af- 
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ter Hy.der’s successful irruption into the Car¬ 
natic in 1780, they dispatched Sir Eyre Coote 
with military and pecuniary supplies, to the 
aid of that nearly subverted Presidency. He 
first arrested the progress of the .Sultan of 
Mysore, and finally compelled him to retreat 
across the Mountains of the Ghauts, into his 
own dominions. The vast fahrick of British 
power in the East, originally convulsed by the 
errors or incapacity of the Bombay Govern¬ 
ment, degraded by Rumbold’s corrupt mal¬ 
administration, and perhaps exposed to ha¬ 
zard by Hastings’s Plans of Ambition or Ag¬ 
grandizement; was ultimately preserved and 
strengthened. When we fairly examine and 
appreciate.these facts, we shall see that though 
Lord Shelburne signed, or rather concluded 
the Peace of 1783, yet Lord North’s Adminis¬ 
tration made it. In fact, though no Minister, 
however able or popular, could have longer 
prosecuted the war for subjugating the Colo¬ 
nies, after near seven years of a ruinous and. 
disgracel'ul contest; any Minister, however 
moderately endowed with talents, having in 
his hands the means possessed by Lord Shel¬ 
burne, might have terminated the struggle 
\yith our European Enemies, on making the 
Eecognition of American Independance. Un- 
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questionably Lord Shelburne obtained from 
the French Government, great restitutions in 
the West Indies: but the enemy kept pos¬ 
session of Tobago, and we restored St. Lucia ; 
which last Island, considered as a military 
post, was inestimable to France. 

Spain reaped the principal benefit of the 
Treaty; as, in addition to Minorca, she re¬ 
tained or acquired the two Floridas: these 
advantages were however dearly purchased by 
her severe losses before Gibraltar, in men, 
money; and ships. Louis the Sixteenth, be¬ 
sides Goree and Senegal on the Coast of 
Africa, which Possessions rendered him mas¬ 
ter of the Gum Trade ; recovered the islands 
of St. Pierre and Miquelon, situate in the 
River St. Laurence. Pondicherry, together 
with the French Factories throughout Hin- 
dostan, were likewise restored by xis: but Hol¬ 
land, in recompense for her unwise, as well 
as unjust Aggression, lost Negapatam, her 
only Settlement of importance on the Coast 
of Coromandel. America triumphed in the 
contest; and the greatest Statesmen whom 
England had produced; though they con¬ 
curred in scarcely any other political opinion, 
yet agreed on the Point; that with the de- 
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falcation of the thirteen Colonies from the 
Crown, the glory and greatness of Britain 
were permanently extinguished. This senti¬ 
ment pervaded Lord Chatham’s last Speech, 
pronounced on the 7th of April, 1778. “ I 

will never consent,” exclaimed he, “ to de- 
‘‘ prive the Royal Offspring of the House of 
‘‘ Brunswic, the Heirs of the Princess So- 
phia, of their fairest Inheritance. Where 
“ is the man who will dare to advise such a 
“ measure ?” He considered it as a con¬ 
summation pregnant with the greatest na¬ 
tional misfortunes. Lord Shelburne even sur¬ 
passed him in expressions of despair, at 
contemplating the consequences inevitably 
re^^ulting, as he conceived, from the loss of 
America; Not once, but many times, he re¬ 
peated this sentiment, in the House of Peers, 
previous, as well as subsequent to his becom¬ 
ing First Minister. On the 10th of July, 
1782 , when constituted first Lord of the Trea¬ 
sury, he declared that “ whenever the Bri- 
tish Parliament should recognize the Sove- 
“ reignty of the thirteen Colonies, the Sun 
“ of England’s Glory was for ever set.—He 
“ looked for a Spark at least to be left, which 
“ might light iis up in time to a new Day. 

But if Independence were once conceded, 
“ if Parliament considered that Measure to be 
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advisable, he foresaw in his own mind that 
England was undone.”. It seemed impos¬ 
sible to clothe his ideas of despair, in stronger 
or more energetic Language. ■ Lord George 
Germain entertained, as I know, similar ap¬ 
prehensions. Speaking in the House of Com¬ 
mons, on the 12th December, 1781, he main¬ 
tained, as aJPosition admitting.of no doubt, 
that from .the instant when. American In- 
dependence should be acknowledged, the 
British Empire was ruined.” Here we have 
three persons distinguished^ by pre-eminent: 
political talents, denouncing national ruin, as 
inseparable from the loss of America. ‘ The 
same sentiment had impressed all classes of 
men throughout the country. How are we 
to account for the non-fulfilment of these, 
predictions ? How was the threatened" calar 
mity averted; and by what measures .was 
Great Britain, after losing thirteen Colonies, 
rendered more.formidable, wealthy, commer¬ 
cial, and great, than before her misfortunes ?. 
Three Causes appear to me to have princi¬ 
pally produced so extraordinary a Phenome¬ 
non, which has no parallel in the History of 
Nations. . 

The first and leading cause was, the pre¬ 
servation of the British Constitution. Lord 
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North, though he lost Armies, commercial 
Fleets, Garrisons, Islands, and Provinces^ yet 
defended and preserved the Palladium of Ci¬ 
vil Liberty. He transmitted to Lord Rock¬ 
ingham, in March, 1782,, as he had received 
from the Duke of Grafton, in January, 1770, 
that invaluable possession, inviolate. Our 
obligations to him are great and indelible: 
for never perhaps did any Minister surmount 
more severe attacks than he endured. The 
losses, and disgraces of the American "War, 
followed by heavy annual Loans, gave rise.to 
Meetings and Associations, whose professed 
object.was not only a change of Administra¬ 
tion, but to effect reforms and alterations 
in the parliamentary Representation. These 
convocations of Freeholders, which began in 
the County of York, towards the end of 1779, 
soon spread over the Kingdom, and were 
adopted in the Capital at an early period of 
the year 1780. Their ^ Resolutions, patriotic 
in profession, and perhaps in their intention, 
were not the less revolutionary in practice. 
Like.the Clubs at Paris in 1790, they imme¬ 
diately appointed Corresponding Committees, 
whose duty it was to prepare Plans of disso¬ 
ciation for ameliorating the Constitution. Men 
of the highest rank, of the largest property. 
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and of the most unsullied character, carried 
along by the torrent, and impatient to over¬ 
turn the Ministry, lent themselves to the 
accomplishment of this work. As early as 
February, 1780, Sir George Savile, when pre¬ 
senting in the House of Commons, the York 
Petition, accompanied it with language such 
as Ireton or Fleetwood might have used, when 
addressing the Rump Parliament in 1652 : 
Language calculated to intimidate, and ap¬ 
pealing obviously to external interference. 
These menaces were outdone by Sir James 
Lowther, in April of the same year, on bring¬ 
ing up the Petition from Cumberland. He, 
whom “ Junius” denominates “ the little 
“ contemptible tyrant of the North,” threat¬ 
ened in his Place, that if “ the Grievances 
“ enumerated were not redressed, the Sub- 
“ scribers would withhold the Taxes thus 
attempting to overawe the Legislative Body 
whom he addressed. Fox, as might well be 
imagined, far exceeded his adherenis, in the 
violence of his appeal to the People. On the 
6 th of April, 1780, the Corresponding Com¬ 
mittee having convened tlie Jnhabiiants of 
Westminster, in Palace Yard, Fox read and 
commented on the Report presented by that 
Committee ^ while the Dukes of Devonshire 
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and of Portland were present at his side: but 
the jMarquis of Rockingham absented himself. 
Government having very properly ordered out 
a Body of the Military porce, for the protec¬ 
tion of Parliament, and. suppression of tumult 
or violence; pox proceeded so far as to de¬ 
clare -in the House of Commons, that ‘‘ if 
“ Soldiers were thus let loose on the constitu- 
“ tional Assemblages of the People, all who 
“ attended them, must go armed.” The 
Cardinal de Retz, when conducting the Pari¬ 
sian populace, and attempting to overturn the 
first Minister of that day, held and practised 
precisely the same doctrine. So would Mir 
rabeau have done in our time; or Sir Francis 
Burdett, and Horne Tooke. 


Nor were these the only adversaries with 
whom Lord North had to contend, when 
defending the Constitution. ‘‘ The coldest 
‘‘ bodies,” says Junius, ‘‘ warm with oppo- 
‘‘ sition; the hardest sparkle in collision.” 
Burke, who ten years later, drew forth his 
powerful artillery in defence of Monarchy, 
lent himself too much, at this period of his 
political life, it must reluctantly be owned, 
to the machinations of Party. Many of his 
parliamentary Speeches between 1779 and 
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1782 , breathe the Spirit of Faction, blended 
with intemperance of language, sometimes 
descending even to invective. Dunning, 
though brought up to the Bar, and possessed 
of an ample fortune acquired by his Profes¬ 
sion j yet levelled a vital blow at the Consti¬ 
tution of his Country, when, on the 24th of 
April, 1780, he moved in the House of Com¬ 
mons, “ not to dissolve Parliament, or to 
“ prorogue the Session, till proper Measures 
‘^-should be adopted for diminishing the in- 
fluence of the Crown, and correcting the 
“ other evils complained of in the Petitions.” 
Algernon Sydney, or General Ludlow, the 
most determined Republicans of the seven¬ 
teenth Century, could not have made a Pro¬ 
position more subversive in its Results, of mo¬ 
narchical Government. It is obvious that if 
such a Resolution had passed, the King would 
have stood in the situation of Charles the 
First in 1641 j as the Parliament would have 
been plac;ed in the very Position of the House 
of Commons, at that awful period of our 
Flistory. Happily, Dunning’s Motion was 
rejected by a Majority of fifty-one Votes, in 
a very full House. Fox, irritated to the most 
viol mt degree at the subversion of his hopes 
to drive Lord North from power, attributed 
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bis disappointment to the operation of minis¬ 
terial corruption among the Members who 
voted on the occasion. But, it unquestion¬ 
ably resulted from the'alarm excited among 
the moderate, independent part of the As¬ 
sembly; who desired, indeed, to limit and 
to reform, but not to annihilate, the power of 
the Crown. No man can doubt, that if the 
Prerogative of Prorogation and of Dissolution 
had been taken from the Sovereign, till every 
alleged grievance had been redressed,^ the 
Constitution must have been from that mo¬ 
ment subverted ; and a renewal of the Cala¬ 
mities of Charles the First’s reign’, must almost 
inevitably have followed. To Lord North, 
therefore, sustained by the King’s firmness of 
Character, we owe our Preservation from all 
the evils of a republican, if not a revolu¬ 
tionary, Form of Government. Since 1688, 
down to the year 1792, when we were me¬ 
naced with the still greater horrors of French 
Fraternization, it may be safely asserted that 
the British Constitution never incurred so 
imminent a danger of subversion as in 1780. 

To Mr. Pitt we are indebted for the second 
leading cause or principle of our national Re¬ 
suscitation and recovery, after losing America. 

VOL. II. X 
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His Institution of the Sinking Fund of a Mil¬ 
lion Sterling, in the Spring of 1786, by its 
beneficial operation on the public Credit, 
Commerce, and Finances, might be said to 
revivify the State, and still continues to dis-, 
pense with augmenting powers, its salutary 
influence. The third source of our prosperity, 
came from the East, where, without a Meta¬ 
phor, the Sun of Britain rose, as it set in the 
West. Since 1783, our acquisitions and pos¬ 
sessions in that portion of the Globe, have 
been perpetually in a state of Progression. 
All our losses on the Delaware and on the. 
Chesapeake, have been more than compensa-: 
ted by our Conquests on the Ganges, or on 
the Coasts of Coromandel and Malabar. The 
augmentations of Territory in Oude, as well 
as in Corah and Dooab, including Dehli it-, 
self, the Metropolis of the Mogul Princes; the 
seizure of the Carnatic; the dissolution of 
the Mysore Monarchy in the person of Tip- 
poo Sultan; the reduction of Ceylon, and of 
the Cape of Good Hope, not to mention ma¬ 
ny inferior objects of attention;—these pro¬ 
digious accumulations of Power and Wealth, 
have obliterated almost the recollections of 
the x4merican struggle, and have closed all 
the wounds caused by that unfortunate war. 
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An annual Revenue of more than fifteen Mil¬ 
lions Sterling raised in India, payable, not 
in Paper, but in Specie; together with the 
Commerce of the East, continually poured 
into our Harbours j enabled us, after contend¬ 
ing for nearly twenty years with the power 
of France, successively wielded by Robes¬ 
pierre and by Bonaparte, to terminate the 
conflict in the most triumphant manner. I 
return to the progress of public affairs. 

However readily I admit that the Treaty 
of 1783, may be entitled to national approval, 
yet the members of that Administration, at 
the head of which Lord North had so long 
presided, might, nevertheless, be fully justi¬ 
fied in severely arraigning a Peace, which re¬ 
linquished to America almost every point or 
object, for the maintenance of which they had 
contended, from 1773, down to 1782. They 
might justly feel indignant at the dereliction 
of the Loyalists, at the evacuation of New 
York and Charles Town ; and at the sacrifice 
of immense tracts of Territory, extending 
through near twenty Degrees of Latitude, 
and as many of Longitude; including Indian 
Nations oiir Allies, and containing incalcula¬ 
ble commercial advantages. When Lord 
X 2 
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Sackville and Lord Stormont, in the House 
of Peers, compared, such a Treaty vvith past 
periods of our History j when they, accused 
the Ministry of doing acts more culpable, 
than even Lord Oxford and Lord Bolingbroke 
had committed at Utrecht ; they might. at 
least be considered as speaking with consis¬ 
tency, and in conformity to their avowed 
principles. But, I own that it seems more 
difficult to conceive, and to explain, upon 
what ground Fox could reprobate such Pre¬ 
liminaries. //c had loudly and repeatedly 
declaimed for successive years, on the indis¬ 
pensable necessity of obtaining almost-any 
Peace, however comparatively bad it might 
be, as imperiously demanded by the fallen 
condition of Great Britain. He, who, consi¬ 
dering the Americans as originally justified in 
resisting the mother Country, had often un¬ 
dertaken their defence in the House of Com¬ 
mons; while he always stigmatized the Loyal¬ 
ists with every opprobrious or contemptuous 
Epithet. He, whom I had, myself, heard de¬ 
clare from the same side of the House, not 
twelve Months before, on the fifth day of 
March, 1782, that “ whenever he should en- 
ter into any terms with an individual of 
“ Lord North’s Cabinet, he would rest satis- 
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fied to be, called the most infamous of 
mankind.” -Adding, that ‘‘ he never could 
‘' nourish the idea of coalescing with Minis-,- 
“ ters, who had proved themselves devoid of 
“ honour and honesty; as in the hands of 
“ such men, he would not for a moment en- 
“ trust his own honour.” To varnish over, 
therefore, so complete a change of language,, 
sentiments, and system, required all those ta¬ 
lents, that bold Eloquence, and disregard of 
public opinion, which met in him. , I never 
indeed regarded him as animated by any 
other motives, in his opposition to the.Peace 
of 1783, than Ambition and desire of power.' 
Personally odious to the King, as he well 
knew himself to be, on account of his private 
irregularities, not less than from the line of 
political action which he had embraced dur¬ 
ing many years; he beheld no mode or 
chance of speedily entering the Cabinet, ex¬ 
cept by uniting at once with Lord North. 
Those persons who think that Abilities such 
as his, ought not to have been lost to his 
Country, or excluded from the Councils of 
the Crown, will however see cause probably, 
to justify in some degree, his sacrifice of po¬ 
litical principle, to an over-ruling necessity. 
But, it became apparent by the events that 
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soon followed the Coalition of 1783, how dif¬ 
ferent a sentence the majority of the nation 
passed on that memorable union. The Peo¬ 
ple beheld in it, a complete renunciation of 
every object for which Fox had affected to 
contend; and they regarded, not merely with' 
indifference, but with satisfaction, his sub-' 
sequent expulsion from Office. 

Lord North’s junction with the party which 
had so long opposed him, has always appear¬ 
ed to me to admit of much more palliation, 
than the conduct of Fox and his adherents. 
The former Nobleman, by no means in very 
affluent circumstances, encumbered with a 
numerous family, saw himself proscribed and 
excluded from the Cabinet, for having un¬ 
successfully maintained the Prerogative of 
the Crown, and the Supremacy of Parlia¬ 
ment, against the American Insurgents. In 
this situation, unprotected by the Sovereign, 
who was unable to extend any assistance to 
him; and unpopular with the Nation, be¬ 
cause he had been unsuccessful; Fox opened 
his arms, and offered him an alliance. Was 
lie bound to reject it, and thus pass a sen¬ 
tence of political exclusion on himself?—But, 
even if he had so„done, worse evils presented 
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themselves in prospect. A union between 
Fox and Pitt, would have eventually pro¬ 
duced, in all probability, his own impeach¬ 
ment, and that of other members of his for¬ 
mer Cabinet. Nor could he have found any 
security from such a prosecution, either in 
the royal authority, in the adherence of the 
House of Commons, or in the affection of the 
Country. He might have been made the 
victim and the sacrifice, for the loss of Em¬ 
pire j for the disgraces, defeats, capitulations, 
and ruinous expenditure, of an unfortunate 
war. Fox and Burke had a hundred times 
menaced him with the Block. Pitt, who, it 
was evident, entertained similar opinions re¬ 
specting his Administration, did not at all 
conceal them. By accepting the overtures of 
the Rockingham Party, Lord North therefore 
at least secured his personal safety, and 
opened to himself an avenue to the resump¬ 
tion of power. It was not, as I have always 
thought, the act of uniting with Fox, that in 
itself disgraced him; but, the too ready sub¬ 
serviency with which he afterwards lent him¬ 
self to every Measure, which that enterprizing 
and ambitious Statesman, having again forced 
his way into the Cabinet, thought it neces- 
-sary to adopt, in order to maintain himself in 
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a situation, .which he had attained, contrary 
to the wishes of his Sovereign. 

The victory obtained by the new Coalition, 
over Ministers, in the House of Commons, 
iiowever flattering it might be to their hopes,*' 
yet being by no means decisive; and the 
Peace having been approved in the upper 
Plouse; in order to compel Lord Shelburne’s 
resignation, it became necessary to express 
in more affirmative language, a parliamentary 
disapprobation of the Preliminaries. For this 
purpose, four days after the first. Debate, a 
second discussion took place, .when a Motion 
or Resolution to the effect above mentioned, 
was brought forward; Lord John Cavendish 
lending himself again to introduce the busi¬ 
ness. It,was indeed a service, of some danger 
and delicacy, requiring all the reputation 
which that Nobleman enjoyed for political 
rectitude, to protect his friends from the im¬ 
putations excited by the late Coalition. Lie 
endeavoured to justify it against the severe 
animadversions of Powis, and of other Mem¬ 
bers, who had generally voted with the Rock¬ 
ingham Party; by . comparing Fox’s union 
with Lord North, to the Administration 
formed in June, 1757, when the first Mr. 
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Pitt coalesced with the Duke of Newcastle, 
whom he had during many years opposed 
and reprobated. But, however analogous in 
many respects that transaction might be, yet 
it failed in carrying the moral conviction to 
the minds of his hearers, which Lord John 
aspired to produce by his comparison. The 
Peace was again attacked and defended on 
its own proper merits, at great length, with 
equal ingenuity, asperity, and profound know¬ 
ledge of the subject. Those who heard Mr. 
Pitt address the House on that Evening, can¬ 
not easily forget the impression made upon 
his audience, by a Speech which might be 
said to unite all the powers of argument. Elo¬ 
quence, and impassioned declamation. He 
seemed to fight, indeed, as Caesar did at 
Munda, not merely for Empire, or for power; 
but, for life. After defending, article by 
article, the Treaties concluded; he finished 
by deprecating “ the ill-omened and baneful 
Alliance” which had just taken place be¬ 
tween Lord North and Fox, as teeming with 
pernicious effects of every kind to the Coun¬ 
try. Then reverting to the consequences 
which it might produce personally to himself, 
he professed .his readiness to retire to a pri¬ 
vate station without regret.' Alluding to so 
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material an impending change in his own 
condition, he exclaimed. 


For tuna saevo laeta Negotio, et 
Ludum insolentem ludere pertinax, 
Transmutat incertas Honores, , 

Nunc inihi, nunc alii benigna. 

Laudo manentem: si celeres quatit 
Pennas, resigno quae dedit.”- 

With an admirable presence of mind, which 
never forsook him, he here paused ; and con¬ 
scious that the words of the Roman Poet ini- 
mediately following, “ Et mea virtute me in- 
“ Volvo” might seem to imply a higher idea 
of his own merit or disinterestedness, than it 
would become him to avow, he cast his eyes 
on the floor. A moment or two of silence 
elapsed, while all attention was directed to¬ 
wards him from every quarter of the House. 
During this interval, he slowly drew his 
handkerchief from his pocket, passed it once 
or twice across his lips; and then recovering 
as it were from his temporary embarrassment, 
he added with Emphasis, striking his hand on 
the table, 

“ -probamque 

** Paiiperiem sine dote quaero.” 
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Perhaps a more masterly and beautiful 
piece of oratorical acting, is not to be found 
in Antiquit}’. Even if we suppose the whole 
passage to have been studied and prepared, 
yet the delicacy of the omission is not less 
admirable. I believe, however, that both the 
lines which he cited, and the one which he 
suppressed, were all equally suggested to him 
by his feelings and his judgment at the time. 
Its effect on that part of the House which 
perfectly understood it, corresponded to its 
merit. But Mr. Pitt, who well knew how 
large a part of his audience, especially among 
the Country Gentlemen, were little conver¬ 
sant in the writings of the Augustan Age, or 
familiar with Horace, always displayed great 
caution in borrowing from those classic 
sources. In the lapse of fourteen years that 
I have heard him almost daily address the 
House of Commons, I question if he made 
in all, more than eight or ten citations. Fox 
and Sheridan, though not equally severe in 
that respect, yet never abused or injudiciously 
expended the stores of ancient literature that 
theypossessed. Burke’s Enthusiasm, his ex¬ 
haustless memory, and luxuriant imagination, 
more frequently.carried him away into the 
Times of Virgil and Cicero; while Barre 
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usually condescended, whenever he quoted 
Latin, to translate for the benefit of the 
County Members. 

21st February.] A minority of seventeen, in 
which the Ministry remained at the close of 
the Debate, which took place at a very late 
hour, and in a very crowded House of Com¬ 
mons, where near four hundred Members 
voted j seemed to secure the triumph of the 
Coalition. Yet, as no direct censure had 
hitherto been passed upon the Administra¬ 
tion I and as the condemnation expressed 
relative to the Peace, was couched in very 
moderate terms; simply stating that.‘‘ the 

Concessions made, were greater than! our 
“ adversaries were entitled to demand';” it 
did not by any means follow, that a change 
in the Government would take place. Lord 
North himself had sufficiently demonstrated, 
during the two Sessions of 1779 and 1780, 
how little effect a majority had, in compelling 
him to retire from Office: and the political, 
if not moral disapprobation, felt at the recent 
junction of two men who had so long con¬ 
demned and reprobated each other, pervaded 
to a certain degree, all ranks. Even the very 
Majority which had disapproved of theXrea- 



1783 .] 


MEMOIRS. 


17 


ties, as inadequate to our just expectations, 
yet might not follow up their Vote by any 
personal attack on Ministers; or if they did, 
might fail to carry the House with them. 
And if so, the Coalition would remain seated, 
as before, on the Opposition Bench, without 
deriving any benefit from their late success. 
A first JLord of the Treasury, who to con¬ 
scious integrity, joined fortitude and re¬ 
sources of character, seemed exempt from 
any. necessity of resigning, on account of the 
danger of impeachment; and might still, by 
protracting the .struggle, terminate it advan¬ 
tageously to himself. Such were the. opinions 
at that time generally entertained, and the 
expectations formed, both in, and out of 
Parliament. 

But, all these political speculations were 
suddenly overturned by Lord Shelburne’s im¬ 
mediate resignation. Without waiting for any 
broader hint, or trying by any exertions to 
perpetuate his possession of power, he retired 
from Ministry, as so many of his predecessors 
had done.during the present reign.- There has 
always appeared to be- something mysterious 
in. the motives which impelled him thus pre¬ 
cipitately, if not prematurely,- to abandon a 
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situation which he had attained with so much 
labour, as well as address, and from which 
he can scarcely be said to have been driven. 
So singular a fact was variously explained or 
interpreted at the tjme. As even his oppo¬ 
nents neither attributed to him want of Am¬ 
bition, nor any defect of firmness, it became 
requisite to discover and to assign other rea¬ 
sons for his conduct. Rumours, which sunk, 
deep in the public mind, were not only spread, 
but remained uncontradicted, asserting that 
Lord Shelburne had not scrupled to avail 
himself of his official situation, and the know¬ 
ledge of various kinds that it conferred, for 
purposes of private emolument. It was 
pretended, that during the period which 
preceded the late Peace, and while the Nego- 
ciations were still pending; persons, subse¬ 
quently ascertained to have acted by his 
secret directions, had speculated largely, as 
well as advantageously, in the public Funds. 
The active malignity of his enemies impelled 
them to trace these concealed agents, and to 
obtain proofs, real, or fictitious, of the fact. 
Even the names of Brokers, and the sums 
actually purchased, to an immense amount, 
which were maintained to have been done 
on Lord Shelburne’s account, were accurately 
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specified. Similar accusations had been, in¬ 
deed, made, as I have before observed, against 
Lord Bute in 1762; who then inhabited the 
House in Berkeley Square, which the, actual 
First Minister had purchased of him, and 
now occupied. It was commonly said “ to 
“ have been constructed by one Peace, and 
“ paid for by another.” If these reports ori¬ 
ginated only in political hostility, it must be 
admitted that Lord Shelburne was most un¬ 
fortunate; no such imputations having been 
ever thrown on Lord North, on Fox, or on 
Pitt while in power, even by their most im¬ 
placable adversaries. 

In addition to the pretended facts above 
related, others were invented or enumerated, 
strongly corroborating them. It was said to 
be matter of notoriety, that previous to his 
coming into Office as First Minister, Lord 
Shelburne’s landed property in Ireland, as 
well as his Estates at Bowood in Wiltshire, 
were all greatly encumbered. His enemies as¬ 
serted, that soon after the conclusion of Peace, 
the Mortgages' were paid off, and his debts 
discharged. But, a circumstance which made 
a greater impression, arose from the weight 
which Mr. Pitt himself involuntarily gave to 
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these allegations, by his own line of conduct 
towards Lord Shelburne. There seemed, in¬ 
deed, an internal evidence in Pitt’s mode of act¬ 
ing, which implied.his disapprobation, either 
of that Nobleman’s general Character, or of 
some censurable act done by him while in Em¬ 
ployment. For, though scarcely ten Months 
elapsed, before Pitt came again into'pb'wer, 
yet he- never associated Lord Shelburne to 
any share of it, nor would even consent to 
give him a place in the Cabinet, as Lord 
President, or as Lord Privy Seal. So pointed 
an exclusion of the man, who had first called 
him up to the Councils of the Sovereign, and 
placed him there as Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer, at three and twenty, can scarcely be 
explained or accounted for, except by some 
such supposition.. It is true that Pitt pro¬ 
nounced, as Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
from the Treasury Bench, the highest Enco¬ 
miums on his principal, during the course of 
the discussions relative to the Peace. In his 
memorable Speech of the 21st of February, 
he even alluded with indignant warmth, to 
the “ arts of defamation ” which Lord Shel¬ 
burne’s enemies adopted, for the purpose of 
degrading him in the national estimation : 
arts, of which Pitt professed his scorn,' as 
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well as his conviction of their falsehood. But, 
either he subsequently altered his opinion-, 
or his actions contradicted his professions’. 
That towards the end of 1784, when Pitt was 
established in power, he advised His Majesty 
to raise Lord Shelburne to the rank of a Bri¬ 
tish Marquis, must likewise be admitted. 
But, that' Title was understood to be given, 
(like the Earldom of Lonsdale, conferred by 
Pitt on Sir James ^Lowther, earlier in the 
same year), as payment in full from the first 
Minister, for all past obligations or services. 
Lord Shelburne, after his resignation, seemed 
in fact to be regarded as politically extinct, 
though still in the full enjoyment of all his 
faculties of,body and mind, nor at all sup¬ 
posed; to want Ambition. The Marquis of 
Lansdown, as a Peer of Parliament, some¬ 
times took a part in the Debates of the upper 
House 3 but he never openly aspired again to 
beeome first Lord of the Treasury,- nor even 
to enter the Cabinet. 

March.] Throughout the whole proceeding 
of the Ministerial change that took place at 
this.time, there was something personal, which 
attached exclusively to himself. He resigned, 
almost immediately after the second Debate, 

VOL. ir. Y 
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of which I have spoken ^ but the Administra* 
tion was by no means on that account, at an 
end. Pitt, far from following his example, 
remained in office more than five weeks, as 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, after the first 
Lord of the Treasury had retired j a circum¬ 
stance unprecedented in our History!—An 
extraordinary and anomalous interval of time 
followed Lord Shelburne’s resignation, during 
which the functions of Government may be 
said to have suffered a suspension; while the 
King, the Ministry, and the Candidates for 
power, stood looking at each other. Wil¬ 
liam the Third never displayed more steadi¬ 
ness or determination, at any period of his 
life, either when Prince of Orange, or after 
his elevation to the Crown of England, than 
George the Third manifested, throughout the 
whole of this Interregnum,” as it was de¬ 
nominated. Though his first Minister, from 
whatever Motives, had quitted him, he did 
not abandon himself, or forsake those indivi¬ 
duals who remained faithful to him. On the 
contrary, he made the most desperate efforts 
to avoid passing under a yoke, which he con¬ 
sidered as equally painful to himself, and per¬ 
nicious to his People. 

The Coalition^ having twice defeated Ad- 
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ministration in the House of Commons, and 
having compelled Lord Shelburne to retire, 
considered the business as effected, and their 
triumph secure. Resting therefore on their 
Arms, without attempting to push their ad- 
vantages farther, they waited till the King 
should send to the two leaders, in order to 
form a new Ministry. But, in this expecta¬ 
tion, however natural, they greatly deceived 
themselves. That Prince, as if conscious that 
Lord Shelburne constituted the principal, and 
the most vulnerable object of attack ^ having 
disembarrassed his Councils of the weight 
that encumbered them, endeavoured to re¬ 
pair the breach, and to form a new rampart 
against Lord North and Fox. It might per¬ 
haps have been imagined, that the presence 
of the former Nobleman in Cabinet, and the 
share of Power which must necessarily be al¬ 
lotted to him and his friends, in the formation 
of a new Government; would have tranquil¬ 
lized the King’s mind, by affording a security 
against the attempts or character of the latter 
statesman. But, he knew by the experience of 
many years, the pliability and easiness of Lord 
North’s nature: nor was he unacquainted with 
the energy of Fox’s mind, or unapprized of 
the efforts that he would probably make, in 
Y 2 
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order to cement, and to perpetuate that ele- 
,vation,‘ which he had now. nearly attained 
with so :much difficulty. The King, i who 
considered Fox as a man .’ruined in Fortune; 
of.relaxed morals, and surrounded with a 
crowd , of followers resembling him in these 
particulars; deprecated as the severest mis¬ 
fortune to himself and.to his Subjects, the 
necessity of taking such, a person, however 
eminent for capacity, into his confidence or 
Councils. When we consider these circum¬ 
stances, we shall : not wonder at < the long,' 
though ineffectual resistance made by His, 
Majesty, before he submitted to receive the 
Law from the “.Coalition/’ , . • 

• During the course of the Month of March,; 
every Measure was adopted on the part of the 
King, that promised to avert so great an evil, 
and to frustrate the hopes of the new Confe¬ 
derates. Earl Gower, to whom the place just- 
vacated. by Lord Shelburne, was offered, ma-. 
nifested the utmost readiness to accept it, if 
the probable means of maintaining himself, 
there, could be demonstrated. But, by what 
expedient could a Minority of the House of 
Commons, be converted by him at once into 
a. Majority^ The difficulties being consi- 
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dered as insuperable, the experiment was 
therefore .at length abandoned. Meanwhile, 
the Coalition^ indignant at so long a delay; 
began to manifest symptoms of impatience.' 
Mr. Coke, Member for. the County,of Nor¬ 
folk, a Gentleman equally • respectable for 
character, and distinguished for his immense 
property, having given.notice on the 19th of 
March, that if no Ministry should be formed 
indhe course of^two days, he would,moveran 
address .to-the Crown, on the subject; the 
King,., conceiving ,it dangerous, as well as 
useless, to protract the contest,. sent his 
Commands to the Duke of Portland and 
Lord North, to wait upon him at-St.. James’s. 
I have been .assured that at the Audience 
which took, place,. His Majesty offered to 
concede every point in litigation, except one; 
namely, that Lord. Thurlow should not be 
deprived of the Great Seal. If that. Noble¬ 
man, -he said, were permitted to remain in 
OfTice, he would allow the new Ministers to 
dispose, of all other Employrnents at. their 
pleasure. But, no arguments - could induce 
the. Coalition to .relax .upon so essential an 
Article. Fox equally disliked and dreaded 
the Chancellor, whose, intractability, when 
added to his influence over the Royal mind. 
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in a place which rendered him the Director of 
his Sovereign’s conscience ; exposed the new 
Candidates for Office, to perpetual danger! 
They insisted peremptorily on putting the 
Great Seal into Commission. Their propo¬ 
sition being as firmly rejected by His Majesty, 
the Conference terminated without any pro¬ 
gress or beneficial result, 

19 th March.] Just at this critical juncture 
died the Honourable Dr. Frederick Cornwallis, 
Archbishop of Canterbury; a man of amiable 
character, though not distinguished by the 
eminent virtues or talents of Tillotson, or of 
Laud. The King, who well knew that the 
Coalition, or in other words, that Fox, had 
destined that great ecclesiastical Elevation, 
for Shipley, Bishop of St. Asaph, or for 
Hinchcliffe, Bishop of Peterborough; pro¬ 
bably, for the former of them ; and who was 
also aware that if he wished to dispose of it, 
himself, he had not an hour to lose; immedi¬ 
ately sent for Dr. Hurd, Bishop of Worcester. 
That excellent Prelate, whose piety and 
learning rendered him one of the ornaments, 
as well as pillars of the Anglican Church, 
having waited on His Majesty, was informed 
by him, that the See of Canterbury had be- 
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come vacant; and that, as he knew no person, 
in his opinion, more worthy to fill the Me¬ 
tropolitan Chair, he wished the Bishop to ac¬ 
cept it. He added, that in the actual posi¬ 
tion of public affairs, when he might, every 
day, be compelled to take .new Ministers 
into his Councils, he hoped that the Bishop 
would interpose no unnecessary delay. But, 
Dr. Hurd, far from desiring a dignity so 
much sought after, besought the King to 
excuse him for declining it; stating, that 
neither his health, nor his frame of mind, 
were adequate to the extended duties of the 
Metropolitan See, though equal to fulfilling 
the more limited Functions of his own 
Diocese. His Majesty having, not without 
great reluctance, yielded to these reasons, 
then insisted that the Bishop should at least 
name the person, whom he conceived most 
proper to succeed Dr. Cornwallis. Hurd, 
without long hesitation, mentioned Dr. Louth, 
Bishop of London: and a messenger was in¬ 
stantly dispatched to find him, at his house in 
St. James’s Square. The Bishop arriving in 
a very short time, had no sooner entered the 
Closet, than the King made him the same 
proposition which he had done to Hurd. Ex¬ 
traordinary as it may appear, he met from 
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that Prelate with a similar refusal; and one' 
not. less sincere, as well as inflexible, than 
the former. In this unexpected predicament, 
the King addressing himself to them both, 
said, “ My Lords, I will not press either ..of 
you further: but before you leave .this 
room, you must recommend, a proper suc- 
“ cessor to the deceased Archbishop; and 
‘‘ whomsoever you shall agree to name, J will 
“ accept.” The two Prelates having re¬ 
quested to be allowed a short time for con¬ 
sulting together, after .a few minutes .deli¬ 
beration, without quitting the royal presence, 
united in nominating.Dr. John Moore, Bishop 
of Bangor. Being sent for to St.-James’s, 
on his arrival, to his no small astonishment, 
he learned the reasons for which he had been 
summoned to Court. He accepted the pre¬ 
ferment j but, the requisite forms incident to 
the Conge d’elire, and other ceremonies in¬ 
dispensable to the Election, prevented the 
Translation from being completed before the 
second of the following Month ^ the very day 
on which the King having surrendered at dis¬ 
cretion, the Coalition actually took possession 
of the Government. 

Pr. Moore, whom we have beheld during 
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two and twenty years/Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury; and who' owed his elevation to that 
high dignity, to the joint recommendations of 
Hurd and’ Louth; was a Prelate of an irre¬ 
proachable life,'added to a solid understand¬ 
ing. But, his first advance in the ecclesias¬ 
tical profession, arose from one of those ac¬ 
cidents, which, whatever Juvenal may have 
said to the contrary, sometimes seem to deter¬ 
mine, no less than merit, the color of our 
fate. - The Duchess Dowager of Marlborough, 
after the late Duke’s decease in 17-58, having 
occasion for a tutor to superintend the educa¬ 
tion of her youngest son, the present Lord 
Robert Spencer; applied to the Dean of 
Christ Church, Oxford, requesting him to 
recommend a proper person to her for the 
purpose. I have been assured, that Mr. 
Moore, then a Servitor of that College, 
of very'obscure birth and connections: hap¬ 
pening to cross the Quadrangle, at the pre¬ 
cise moment of this application; it immedi¬ 
ately occurred to the Dean’s mind, that he 
would answer the description of the tutor de¬ 
manded by the Duchess. He hesitated never¬ 
theless for some time, whether he should 
make the proposition to Mr. Moore; her 
Grace having positively insisted on his stipu- 
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lating, that whatever individual she should"'^ 
receive into her family, in quality of Precep¬ 
tor to her son, should not be admitted to have 
the hQnor of dining at her table. The offer, 
when made by the Dean, was however ac¬ 
cepted under that exclusion: but, so rapid 
became Mr. Moore’s progress in her personal 
esteem, no less than in her affection, that 
within a very short time she found herself 
unable to dine without him. Her preference 
assumed even so decided a character, as to 
leave him no room to doubt of her inclina¬ 
tion, if he had encouraged it, notwithstand¬ 
ing the prodigious disparity of their respec¬ 
tive situations in life; to have bestowed her 
hand on him in marriage. Instead of thus 
acting, as a man of narrow or selbsh Views 
would have done, his sense of honour and de¬ 
licacy of sentiment led him to communicate 
the advances made him by the Duchess, to 
her son the present Duke. A conduct so 
highly disinterested, and principles so ele¬ 
vated, could not fail ultimately to meet their 
just reward. By the Duke of Marlborough’s 
interest, being promoted in the Church, he 
was in progress of time made Dean of Can¬ 
terbury; from which situation he soon be¬ 
came Bishop of Bangor; passing through no 
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other intermediate Episcopal stage, ’till he 
attained to the Metropolitan dignity. Such 
an impression indeed had his merit and cha¬ 
racter produced, while he remained at Can¬ 
terbury, that on his promotion to the See of 
Bangor, all those persons who came to take 
leave of him, expressed their full conviction 
of his returning to them again as Archbishop. 

We console ourselves, Mr. Dean,” said 
they, “ for losing you at present, by the 
f‘ confident expectation which we entertain 

of your speedy restoration to us.” I return 
to the course of public Affairs. 

On the complete failure of the first attempt 
already mentioned, which His Majesty made 
to form a uew Administration; many propo¬ 
sitions were suggested to prop and renovate 
the still existing Ministry, however difficult 
such a work might justly be esteemed under 
the actual circumstances. Mr. Pitt, de¬ 
sirous to meet the King’s wishes on a point, 
which coincided with all his own objects of 
personal elevation and Ambition; suffered 
himself to be persuaded to promise that he 
would accept the Post of First Lord of the 
Treasury, in addition to the Office of Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer; and during twenty- 
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four hours, he might be said to have in some 
measure actually held both those Offices. 
But, at the end of that short time, finding 
it impracticable, after full examination, to 
set up any Government which promised dura¬ 
tion, or which could make head against the. 

Coalition” in the House of Commons, he 
reluctantly retracted his engagement. Re¬ 
duced almost to despair by so many disap¬ 
pointments, and unable to effect his emanci¬ 
pation, the King unquestionably meditated 
the extraordinary project of visiting his Elec¬ 
toral Dominions, and-relinquishing for a time 
to the “ Coalition,” the power of which they 
had forcibly possessed themselves. ■ But, on 
communicating his intentions to the Chan¬ 
cellor, that Minister, far from encouraging 
the proposition, gave it his strongest disap¬ 
probation. ‘‘ There is nothing easier. Sir,’’ 
said he, with his characteristic-severity of 
voice and manner, ‘‘ than to go over to Ha- 
nover. It may not however prove so easy 
to return from thence to this Country; 

'‘ when your Majesty becomes tired of Ger- 
many. Recollect the precedent of James 
" the Second, who precipitately embraced 
" a similar expedient. Your Majesty must 
" not think for a moment, of adopting so 
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‘‘ imprudent and hazardous a step. Time 
“ and patience will open a remedy to the 
-present evils.” ' The King, happily for 
himself, acquiesced in Lord Thurlow’s wise 
and wholesome advice. ' ■ 


24th March.] While' these interesting 
scenes passed at St.'Janies’s, the House of 
Commons, 'completely in the hands of the 
Coalition,” "proceeded, though v/ith great 
apparent caution and external testimonies of 
respect,' to press the Sovereign^'by every con- 
stitutional 'means, that he would put an end 
to the Interregnum; which Fox denominated 
in the'strong-Language familiar to him, the 
most insolent domination that ever disgraced 
a free Country.”' On the Motion of Mr. 
Coke, an Address to that purjDose being voted, 
was carried up to the foot'of the Throne: 
but the King, ■ neither terrified nor shaken, 
replied to it in general and vague, though in 
gracious' terms. ; The 'Debate which took 
place-in consequence of Mr. Coke’s Motion,' 
was attended with a curious and interesting 
circumstance.' Irritated by the delays and 
impediments' to their attainment of Power,' 
the Coalition,” affecting to consider them 
as. caused by the operation of secret Influence 
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on the Royal mind, and clearly applying th6 
imputation itself to Jenkinson; that Gentle¬ 
man, who was present on the occasion, re¬ 
pelled the charge, so often preferred against 
him in the course of the present Reign, with 
the most decided and peremptory denial of 
the fact. He candidly admitted indeed, that 
he had seen His Majesty repeatedly in the 
course of the preceding Month: but he jus^ 
tilled the act, as, in his quality of a Privy 
Gouncillor, he was bound to obey the sum¬ 
mons of his Sovereign, and repair to St. 
James’s, whenever officially required. The 
idea of secret Influence he reprobated, as 
ortly a bait for the multitude, invented to 
delude the Nation, and brought forward on 
the present occasion, merely to serve political 
purposes. Having exculpated himself, he 
Conjured Lord North, though now allied with 
Fox, to state as a man of honour and vera¬ 
city, whether during his Administration of 
many years, when they acted together, his 
Lordship had ever found or felt such a pre¬ 
tended Influence lurking behind the Throne. 
Jenkinson added, that so implicit a reliance 
had he on Lord North’s principles of Recti¬ 
tude, as willingly to abide the issue of his 
declaration respecting the point. Thus called 
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on, that Nobleman rose, and in terms the 
most explicit, confirmed all that Jenkinson 
had asserted; disdaining to swell the popular 
cry, and protesting that he never had expe¬ 
rienced any concealed agency or interposi¬ 
tion between himself and the Sovereign, 
while he had presided in the Councils of the 
Crown. It was not possible for a declaration, 
to be less equivocal, or better calculated to 
undeceive the believers in secret Influence: 
but, the opinion, which dated from a very 
early Period of the King’s Reign, had taken 
too deep a hold of the public mind, and was 
sustained with too much art, to be eradicated, 
although by such concurring testimonies^ 
Even at the present Day, that Conviction is 
by no means extinct. 

, No impression having apparently been 
made by the Address, and His Majesty re¬ 
maining inflexible. Lord Surrey spoke out in 
stronger language: while Lord North, on 
the other hand, preserving more deference 
for the royal feelings, deprecated any harsh 
measures, and advised to v/ait with patience 
for the King’s pleasure. Fox, however, less 
delicate, did not hesitate to accuse Lord- 
Thurlow, if not by name, yet by description^ 
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as the cause of so culpable a suspension of 
all Government 5 stigmatizing him with the 
severest epithets, as the grand adviser of the 
Crown in the other House. Lord Surrey, 
whose manner, person, and character, seemed 
all well fitted to so rough, as well as invidi¬ 
ous, a task; rising again in his place, pro¬ 
posed more affirmative steps, in order to com¬ 
pel the King to listen to the wishes of the 
Commons, by forming immediately a new 
Administration. He nevertheless consented' 
to postpone them, on receiving Mr. Pitt’s 
information and assurance, given from the 
Treasury Bench, that he had resigned his 
Office of Chancel lor of the Exchequer. This 
Event, which took place on the last day of 
March, terminated the struggle; and forty- 
eight hours afterwards. His Majesty finding 
it vain to protract his resistance, surren¬ 
dered at discretion, b}^ sending a second time 
for the Duke of Portland. 

2d April.] If we consider, by the abstract 
Principles of the British Constitution, as re¬ 
cognized at the Revolution of 1688, which 
compels the Sovereign to listen to the voice of 
the Majority of the House of Commons; the 
Conduct of George the Third, in resisting, 
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for near six weeks, their Votes, and their Ad¬ 
dresses :—if we reflect moreover, that the 
consequence of his pertinacity, produced a 
suspension of many of the essential and vital 
functions of the executive Government; at a 
moment too, when the exertions of a vigorous 
Administration were peculiarly demanded, in 
order to reduce various of the military and 
naval Establishments, to the Standard of 
Peace:—if we try his actions by these Cri- 
terions, we may be tempted to accuse him 
of sacrificing national objects, to the gratifi¬ 
cation of his private resentments or preju¬ 
dices. But Theory and practice are often 
found to be so much at variance,-that it be¬ 
comes unsafe to reason always from the for¬ 
mer, however solid may appear the founda¬ 
tions. It is certain, that though the Country 
anxiously desired to see an efficient Govern¬ 
ment established, and deeply lamented the 
want of it for so long a time; yet, the King 
by no means suffered in the estimation of his 
People at large, on account of the desperate 
contest that he had maintained against the 
“ Cqalition.” 

The Nation in general regarded the union 
formed between Lord North and Eox, as a 
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mutual sacrifice of moral and political prin¬ 
ciple, to Ambition, or rather, to the love of 
Office. In vain did those leaders endeavour 
to justify it, by recurring to past periods of 
our History, when similar Coalitions were 
said to have been made between contending 
Factions. The interval of eleven Months, 
which had scarcely elapsed since Fox and 
Burke were accustomed, day by day, to de¬ 
nounce their new Ally, as the most incapable 
and wicked of Ministers, appeared too short; 
and the transition from enmity to friendship, 
seemed too sudden, to admit, of being easily 
or satisfactorily explained to vulgar compre¬ 
hension. His Majesty’s Principles, however 
mistaken they might be, were admitted to be 
upright, and intentionally directed always to 
the felicity of his Subjects. America, which 
had so long formed the object of contest, 
being lost; with the termination of the war, 
terminated likewise the King’s unpopularity, 
which had principally originated from that 
source: while on the other hand. Fox, whb 
during several years had stood so high in the 
estimation of the People, as a Patriot; novfr 
in his turn attracted severe observations on 
his recent junction with a Minister, the Au¬ 
thor, as he asserted, of all the misfortunes 
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which he had eloquently depictured,, and 
which were still deplored throughout the 
Country. These sentiments and opinions, 
which began already to operate, and which 
only required time to :mature, protected the 
King against any effects of popular disappro¬ 
bation. But, they could not prevent, or 
longer protract his surrender to the combined 
leaders, who now compelled him to receive 
them into his Counsels, without further delay. 

In the Audience that he gave the Duke of 
Portland, for the purpose of forming a new 
Administration, he did not affect to conceal, 
or even to disguise, the painful emotions by 
which he was agitated on the occasion. He 
observed to that Nobleman, that the minis¬ 
terial Arrangement to which he now sub¬ 
mitted, being altogether compulsory, the new 
Ministers might dispose of the Cabinet places 
and other Offices, as they should think pro.- 
per: that he would not oppose, or refuse his 
signature, to any Act presented to him offi¬ 
cially for his sanction; but that the respon¬ 
sibility of advising such Measures, must 
wholly rest with them. And he added, that 
he would not create any new British Peers, 
at their recommendation j a circumstance, of 
Z 2 
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which he gave them distinct and early noti¬ 
fication. The “ Coalition” having acquiesced, 
at least tacitly, in these avowed principles of 
the King’s Conduct, took possession of the 
Government; the Duke of Portland being 
placed at the head of the Treasury; and Lord 
John Cavendish a second time becoming 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. Fox returned 
to the Foreign Office, as was naturally to be 
expected; leaving to Lord North, the Secre¬ 
taryship of State for the Home Department. 
Lord Keppel, who disapproving of the Con¬ 
ditions of the late Peace, had resigned the 
post of First Lord of the Admiralty, imme¬ 
diately after its conclusion, in which high 
Employment he had been replaced by Lord 
Howe; was reinstated in his antient func¬ 
tions : while Lord Stormont became Presi¬ 
dent of the Council. I have been assured 
that the Nobleman last mentioned, did not 
accept that situation, till he had clearly un¬ 
derstood, as he conceived, the King’s plea¬ 
sure upon the subject; who not only approved, 
but wished him to take the Office, as it would 
exclude an enemy from occupying so impor¬ 
tant a place. Yet it is difficult to reconcile 
this asserted permission and approbation, with 
the resentment that His Majesty is known to 
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have subsequently expressed, at Lord Stor¬ 
mont’s thus actively joining the Coalition. 
The Privy Seal was lastly given to the Earl 
of Carlisle. 


By this new Ministerial arrangement, the 
Cabinet, which under Lord North had con¬ 
sisted of nine individuals; and which, under 
the two succeeding Administrations, was aug-; 
mented to eleven s became reduced to seven 
persons. At first inspection, there seemed 
however to be something like an equal distri¬ 
bution of power between the two leaders 
and Parties who had recently coalesced; the 
Rockingham Party reckoningand their 
new Allies counting three Votes. Bui, on 
closer examination, the fallacy became pal¬ 
pable, and it was evident that Fox in reality 
possessed the whole authority of Government. 
Not only he commanded a numerical ma¬ 
jority: he likewise held the Treasury under 
his complete influence. Nor was this the 
single circumstance, that gave him a pre¬ 
ponderating weight in every Measure or de¬ 
liberation. The energy and activity of his 
talents, when contrasted with the flexibility 
and indolence of Lord North, doubled his 
personal, as well as political consequence, 
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His three friends in the Cabinet, were more¬ 
over incapable, if they had even been desirous, 
of setting limits to his Ambition, or of re¬ 
straining his ascendancy. To Fox, the Duke 
of Portland might indeed be said to owe his 
elevation to the Post of First Lord of the 
Treasury; an eminence to which his own 
very moderate ^Abilities, could not of them¬ 
selves have conducted him. In like manner. 
Lord Keppel stood indebted for both his Place 
and his Peerage, principally to Fox. Lord 
John Cavendish, from his great hereditary 
connexions, and recognized integrity of Cha¬ 
racter, might be esteemed, it is true, an honor 
and an ornament to any Ministry: but, 
though independant in mind and in fortune, 
yet he appeared to be not the less under Fox’s 
intellectual dominion, who on all occasions 
propelled and guided him, in, and out of 
Parliament. Lord North on the contrary, 
by no means possessed, or exerted, the same 
influence over his two Cabinet adherents, as 
Fox maintained among his Co-adjutors: Lord 
Stormont in particular, might be considered 
as wholly inclependant of Lord North’s con- 
troul. Nor did the Offices of President, and 
of Privy Seal, in themselves confer the same 
active rights of Ministerial interference, as 
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the Treasury, the Exchequer, and the Ad¬ 
miralty; all which Departments lay in Fox’s 
partition of Employments, These circum¬ 
stances are not unessential, when we specu¬ 
late on the state of public Affairs under the 
Duumvirs; and may partly explain the 
causes, from which arose some of the most 
affirmative Measures, subsequently adopted 
by the “ Coalition.” 

If Fox, however, took effectual care to se¬ 
cure the real power of the State in his own 
hands, he in return allowed Lord North to 
bestow many of the great ostensible Situa¬ 
tions about the Court, among his immediate 
friends. The Earl of Dartmouth, instead of 
Privy Seal, the Cabinet Office that he had 
formerly held, was made Lord Steward ; while 
the Earl of Hertford appeared again in the 
Drawing Room, re-invested with his white 
Wand of Lord Chamberlain. Lord Towns¬ 
end, restored to his antient Employment, re¬ 
placed the Duke of Richmond at the head of 
the Ordnance. He was a Nobleman of very 
considerable ability, but, of great eccentricity 
of manners and character, which seemed 
sometimes to approach to Alienation of 
Mind. Cheerful in his disposition, affable. 



344 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1783 . 


convivial, facetious, and endowed with un¬ 
common powers of conversation, .he was 
formed to acquire popularity. He eminently 
possessed the dangerous talent ^ of drawing 
Caricatures; a Faculty which he did not al¬ 
ways restrain within the limits of severe pru¬ 
dence, though he no. more spared himself, 
than he did others. In Ireland, while admi¬ 
nistering the Affairs of that kingdom during 
five years, he gave general satisfaction; and I 
remember Courtney eulogizing him in the 
House of Commons, as Lord Lieutenant, hi 
the language which Horace uses to Augustus. 

“ Longas, o utinam, Dux bone, Ferias 
Prcestes Hiberni(B; dicimus integro 
Sicci man^ die, dicimus uvidi, 

Quum Sol oceano subest.” ' . ‘ ‘ ■ 

Indeed, not one of the Viceroys sent over^ 
to Dublin in the course of twelve years, be¬ 
tween 1772 and 1784, could compete with 
Lord Townsend in the affection of the Irish.; 
Lord Harcourt was too grave and measured 
in his manners; the Earl of Buckinghamshire 
had too cold, stiff, and lofty a deportment 
Lord Carlisle was too fine a Gentleman, and 
too highly bred; the Duke of Portland and 
Earl Tenaple, both, either from disinclination 
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or.from physical inability, observed too rigor¬ 
ously the virtues of temperance and abstemi¬ 
ousness; virtues by'no means congenial to the 
soil:—lastly, Lord Northington was too in¬ 
firm in his health, to acquire general attach¬ 
ment'in a Country, where no virtues, how¬ 
ever eminent, could recommend to national 
approbation, unless accompanied by personal 
sacrifices of various kinds. The Duke of Rut¬ 
land, whom Pitt sent over to the Sister King¬ 
dom, early in 1784; by the magnificence of 
his Establishment, the conviviality of his tem¬ 
per, • and the excesses of his Table, in all 
which Particulars he resembled his Father, 
the Marquis.'of Granby, obliterated or super¬ 
seded Lord Townsend in their regard. but he 
paid for. the triumph with his life, falling a 
victim in the vigor of his age, within four 
years,' to bis irregularities. 


Mr. Charles Townsend, commonly called 
“ Spanish Charles,” from the Circumstance 
of his having formerly acted as Secretary to 
the English Embassy at Madrid; and whom 
Pitt created with nine other individuals, a 
Peer, in 1797, by the title of Lord Bayning; 
was made Treasurer of the Navy. Wallace 
became once more Attorney General. Lord 
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Sandwich, instead of presiding over the Ad¬ 
miralty, and directing that great Department 
of State, dwindled into Ranger of the two 
Parks: but as some compensation for this 
official degradation, his son Lord Hinching- 
brook, a Nobleman deservedly acceptable to 
his Majesty, as well as one of the most ho¬ 
nest, loyal, frank, and friendly men in the 
kingdom, was made Master of the Buck 
Hounds. If he fell much below his Father, 
in Ability, Application, and Talents for pub¬ 
lic Business, he possessed greater private Vir¬ 
tues. Sir Grey Cooper, who had been one of 
the joint Secretaries of the Treasury, obtained 
a seat at the Board. Not that Fox appeared 
by any means oblivious of his friends j a fault 
which never could be imputed to him. Burke 
went back with great alacrity, to the Pay 
Office; as did his Brother, Richard Burke, to 
the joint Secretaryship of the Treasury. Mr. 
Frederick Montague resumed his place at 
that Board : while the Earl of Surrey, whose’ 
recent services and prominent merit in Parlia¬ 
ment, where he never shrunk from any Exer¬ 
tion, however rough or personal, could not be 
passed over without remuneration, filled the 
remaining vacancy. Considerably more than 
two Centuries had elapsed, since the gallant 
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and distinguished Earl of that name, so well 
known under Henry the Eighth, the last who 
bore the Title, had occupied a situation in 
the Councils of the Crown. 

Colonel Fitzpatrick was made Secretary at 
War: and though his talents always ap¬ 
peared to me, to be of a description more 
elegant than solid; more adapted to enter¬ 
tain, than fitted for the Desk, or for the Cabi¬ 
net; yet I have been assured, even by those 
who were not partial to him among his own 
Profession, that he gave great, as well as ge¬ 
neral satisfaction, while he held that Employ¬ 
ment. His person, tall, manly, and extreme¬ 
ly distinguished; set off by his manners, 
which, though lofty and assuming, were ne¬ 
vertheless elegant and prepossessing;—these 
endowments added grace to the attractions of 
his conversation. No man’s society was more 
eagerly courted among the highest Orders, 
by persons of both sexes. He possessed no 
mean poetic talents, peculiarly for composi¬ 
tions of wit, fancy, and Satire, in all which 
he far exceeded Fox. They had been brought 
up together from early life, remained insepa¬ 
rable to the last, and were strongly attached 
to each other. Fitzpatrick, like his friend. 
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was a constant votary of Brookes’s Club, and 
became during many years, a victim to Play; 
but he possessed one advantage over Fox, 
namely, the support arising from a Profession.- 
As a Member of the House of Commons, 
he obtained no distinction for Eloquence; 
though he never betrayed, when addressing 
Parliament, any want of ideas, language, or 
ability. Under Charles the Second, he would 
have been more in his element and in his 
place, than under such a Prince as,George, 
the Third j of whose Court he must neverthe¬ 
less always be considered, to have formed 
a Constellation and an ornament. In the 
‘‘ Memoires de Grammont'^ he would assured¬ 
ly have filled a very distinguished niche. I 
witnessed the painful spectacle of his surviv¬ 
ing almost all the personal and intellectual 
graces, which nature had conferred on him 
with so lavish a hand. During the last twelve 
or eighteen months of his life, it might be 
said of Fitzpatrick, as the King of Prussia ob¬ 
serves of Prince Eugene in the Trenches be¬ 
fore Philipsburgh in 1734, “ Ce n'etoit que 
Vombre dii grand EugeneT His mind and 
body, perhaps impaired by excesses of various 
Kinds, had equally fallen into a state of pre¬ 
mature decay. 
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• Sheridan became the other Secretary of the 
Treasury, and Lee.was replaced in his former 
situation of Solicitor General. For the Lord 
Lieutenancy of Ireland, the Earl of Northing- 
ton was selected by Fox. His person, un¬ 
wieldy, vacillating, and destitute of grace, 
seemed to disqualify him for any active exer¬ 
tions: of body; nor were his faculties brilliant: 
butll have always heard that he gave great 
satisfaction, and was as much beloved, as his 
infirmities permitted, during the period ofihis 
short residence in that kingdom. : The em¬ 
bassy to Paris, Fox destined for the Duke of 
Manchester. His figure, which was noble; 
his manners, affable and corresponding with 
his high rank, prepossessed in his favor; but 
his fortune bore no proportion to his dignity. 
Though a man of very dissipated habits, and 
unaccustomed to diplomatic business, he did 
not want talents. Such were the leading Ar¬ 
rangements made by the ‘‘ Coalition,” on 
their coming, into power. The Great Seal, 
which no expostulations on the part of the 
King, could induce them to leave in Thur- 
low’s hands, and which Wedderburn wisely 
declined accepting under the circumstances 
of the time, was put into commission; Lord 
Loughborough being placed at its head. He 
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constituted a valuable acquisition to the new 
Ministry in the House of Peers. 


Lord North, it must be reluctantly con¬ 
fessed, however circumstances may justify his 
union with Fox, on principles of policy, of 
personal safety, or of necessity ; did not per¬ 
form in this great Drama, the most dignified 
part. After having occupied the post of First 
Minister, at the head of both the Treasury 
and the Exchequer, for twelve Sessions j it 
seemed to ordinary observers, no little idegra- 
dation, at more, than fifty years of age, to ac¬ 
cept the Secretaryship of State for the Home 
Department; and to take his seat as such, on 
the Treasury Bench where he had so long 
presided, now squeezed between Fox and 
Burke. I own, that I never contemplated 
him in that situation, without reflexions allied 
to pity. It is true that we have since .seen; 
and now actually behold, an Ex-first Minister 
placed in. the same Department, after having 
presided at the helm during more than three 
years. But "it would be invidious, and it 
is unnecessary, to draw any comparison 
between the two individuals. Neither their 
descent, the period of their respective Ad¬ 
ministrations, nor even, according to my es- 
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timate, their abilities, can be considered - as 
having any similarity, and still less, any 
parity. Mr. Addington was moreover re-» 
moved from the immediate scene of his fall in 
1804, and translated to the upper House of 
Parliament: while Lord North remaining a 
Commoner, with the Insignia of the Garter 
across his breast, exhibited a spectacle of mi¬ 
nisterial Greatness in Eclipse, like Wolsey, or 
like Clarendon, or like Bolingbroke. Even 
the compliments and the caresses of his late 
bitter opponents, now become his Co-adju- 
tors, always appeared to me, only to sink 
him in the estimation of the House. But he 
seemed, himself, to be wholly exempt from, 
or superior to, any painful emotions at the 
political change that he had undergone. The 
same cheerful complacency, ready wit, and 
unaffected good humour, always charac¬ 
terized him under every circumstance. Some¬ 
times he even jested on his own descent from 
the highest situation, to a subordinate place 
in Government. The Apartments constitutt 
ing the Secretary of State’s Office at the Trea¬ 
sury, being situate on the second floor, he 
experienced some fatigue in ascending so 
many steps; and I recollect his once comr 
plaining, when out of breath, of the length of 
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the staircase. Frequently, from the'effect of 
Jong habit, or from absence of mind, forget- 
tingthe change in his official situation, .he 
went strait to the Treasury Chambers on the 
first -floor. Such was the oblivious, felicity 
and .equality of his temper, that these acci¬ 
dents, which would have distressed more irri¬ 
table men, never externally discomposed him. 
H is eldest son, Colonel North, who had so 
actively„exerted himself to effect the “ Coali¬ 
tion,’’.was made one of the.two Under Secre¬ 
taries in his father’s Office. 

- .April.]. It is'unquestionable that there.ex¬ 
isted a desire, if not. an intention, on the part 
of the new Administration, about this time, 
of calling up Lord North to the House' of 
Peers. But, various reasons or impediments 
probably prevented its accomplishnient.' The 
King, having expressly informed the Minis¬ 
ters, when they came into Office, that he 
would not' create any English Peer, at their 
recommendation, or request; it was not 
likely that he would violate his resolution, in 
order to elevate Lord North to that dignity; 
against whom, as may be supposed, he felt 
highly offended, "or rather indignant, for his 
union with Fox. Lord' North himself," how- 



1783 .] 


MEMOIRS; 


353 


ever well he supported appearances to the 
world, yet probably would not have disliked, 
after the recent events, to have quitted a 
scene such as the House of Commons, where 
he made an inglorious figure, and where re¬ 
collections very humiliating must continually 
intrude on his mind. Fox on the other hand, 
could not possibly be averse to such a re¬ 
moval, as he wanted no Co-adjutor to aid 
him on the Treasury Bench; while Lord 
North’s retreat would have left him sole Mi¬ 
nister, as well as Manager, of the lower House 
of Parliament. But, for that very reason. 
Lord North ought to have felt himself in 
some measure compelled to remain a Com¬ 
moner. His party, already shaken and di¬ 
minished, he well knew, would have soon 
crumbled away, when they no longer beheld, 
nor could have had daily access to their lea¬ 
der. Neither would he have attracted the 
same consideration in the other House, as he 
excited in his actual situation. Pressed, be¬ 
tween the amity of Fox, and the hostility 
of Pitt, with the loss of America about his 
neck, he saw himself obliged, after having so 
long performed the first figure, to become 
only the third personage in the Statq. 

VOL. IJ. 2 A 
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The public business of every kind, which 
had been nearly two Months delayed by the 
extraordinary occurrences that we have con¬ 
templated, at length began in Parliament. 
The new Chancellor of the Exchequer opened 
his financial Administration with a Loan; the 
terms of which, if not as.beneficial or advan¬ 
tageous to the Country as might have been 
wished, were nevertheless, he said, as good 
as could be procured under the circumstances 
of urgency and retardment, in which the cul¬ 
pable obstinacy of the late Ministers had in¬ 
volved every Department. Mr. Pitt, who had 
now taken his place on the Opposition Bench, 
and who from this time, notwithstanding his 
youth, was justly considered as the head of 
that party in the House of Commons j op¬ 
posed and censured the terms of Lord John 
Cavendish’s Loan; but without venturing to 
divide the House upon it, as the “ Coalition,” 
he was aware, would have much outnumbered 
him. Nor did he prove more successful in an 
attempt which he soon afterwards renewed, 
to effect a Parliamentary Reform, than he had* 
been in the former Session. He pronounced 
indeed, a most eloquent address upon the sub¬ 
ject, and Vi^as suppoftedjn his Motion, by Fox. 
Two Proselytes likewise, Mr. Thomas Pitt, 
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and Mr. Dundas, having read, each their po¬ 
litical-recantation, adopted his principles for 
rendering the Representation more extended, 
as well as more pure and incorrupt. Buty 
the House remained-deaf to all these argu¬ 
ments, though illustrated by examples; the 
latter of which did not even appear to have 
obtained for those who exhibited them, the* 
praise either of disinterestedness, or of sin¬ 
cerity. Fox and Sheridan, while they sus¬ 
tained Pitt’s proposition, yet treated^'with 
contempt and derision, the pretended sacrifice- 
of the Borough of Old Sarum, which Mr. 
Thonias Pitt affected to offer up at the shrine 
of the British Constitution, as a victim to its 
renovated purity. If we reflect on the close' 
degree of consanguinity that existed between 
William and Thomas Pitt, who were Cousins- 
german; a relationship strengthened by per¬ 
sonal friendship:—and if we likewise recollect 
that Thomas represented the elder Branch of- 
the family; we may perhaps incline to thinb' 
that he relied on being speedily raised to the- 
Peerage,.for this mark of devotion, as effec¬ 
tively took'place scarcely eight months after¬ 
wards. Dundas, who had a long and a keen 
political sight, having already determined on- 
attachirtg his-future political fortune to JPitt, ' 
2 A. 2 
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probably thought a speculative political Tenet, 
undeserving of contention. But, the recan¬ 
tation pronounced by both, rather tended to 
throw a ridicule on the proposition, than to 
recommend it to the House. Lord North 
made ample amends for his passive inactivity 
during the preceding Session, when a similar 
discussion took place. He spoke with un¬ 
common ability, wit, and force of argument, 
against all representative innovation, Powis, 
who rarely coincided with him on any point, 
joined him on this occasion. Mr. Pitt’s Re¬ 
solutions were finally negatived by a far 
greater majority than in the preceding year 5 
out of near four hundred and fifty Members 
who voted, only one hundred and forty-nine 
having divided with him. 

May.] No man in Office made a more con« 
spicuous figure, or attracted more attention, 
during the Session under consideration, than 
Burke ; but it was not by any means such as 
his friends and admirers could in all respects 
contemplate either with pride, with pleasure, 
or with approbation. It excited indeed great 
regret, that a person endowed with parts so 
eminent, and animated by Philanthropy sa 
extended, should nevertheless allow himself at; 
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times, to be led into the most unjustifiable de¬ 
viations from ordinary prudence and propriety 
of conduct. In the present instance be in¬ 
volved his party, as well as himself, in equal 
embarrassment, by his intemperate precipita¬ 
tion. Two individuals, Powell and Bembridge, 
the one, Cashier, the other. Accountant, of 
the Military Pay Office, having been accused 
of malversation in the discharge of their func¬ 
tions, had been dismissed by Colonel Barre 
from their Offices, while he was Paymaster of 
the Forces, under Lord Shelburne’s Adminis¬ 
tration. On Burke coming again into that 
Employment, one of his first -acts, without 
previously consulting Fox upon the subject, 
was to reinstate both those persons in their 
respective situations. Such a proceeding re¬ 
lative to Functionaries laboring under heavy 
charges, and about to become subjects of 
criminal prosecution in the Court of King’s 
Bench, naturally formed an object of discus¬ 
sion in the House of Commons, where it ex¬ 
cited very pointed animadversion. Burke, pe¬ 
tulant and irritable, defended with warmth 
the step that he had taken, though a measure 
in itself evidently contrary to the judgment of 
all parties. Fox, while he tacitly lamented 
and disapproved the Act, yet as he never 
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abandoned his friends in distress, endeavoured 
to justify its author. The interference v^^as 
nevertheless, peculiarly painful and delicate 
on his part; Powell, who had risen under his 
father, the late Lord Holland, being supposed 
to have connived at some of the appropria¬ 
tions of public money, committed by that 
Nobleman, while Paymaster of the Forces:; 
or of which appropriations at least, he stood 
loudly accused by popular prejudice. It was 
for the corrupt concealment of a sum exceed¬ 
ing forty-eight thousand Pounds in the Ac¬ 
counts, of Lord Holland, that Powell and 
Bembridge were now about to undergo a trial. 
No • circumstance therefore could have been 
less agreeable to Fox, while standing in the 
conspicuous situation of Secretary of State, 
than to be thus compelled by Burke’s impru- 
dence in restoring them to their places, to 
come forward as the Advocate and Apologist 
of such a transaction. 

The House of Commons, however much 
they shewed on every occasion, a disposition 
to approve and to sanction the general mea¬ 
sures of Administration; manifested neverthe¬ 
less strong disapprobation of Burke’s conduct 
in this instance, by compelling him to ac- 
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cept the Resignation of Bembridge. Powell-, 
overcome either by the weight of his own re¬ 
flections, or by his inability to sustain the pubt 
lie opinion of his culpability; after losing in 
a great measure the use of his faculties, put 
an end to his existence with a razor. - Bera- 
bridge, endowed with a firmer mind, or strong¬ 
er nerves, was reserved for the infamy of a 
public trial and condemnation, before Lord 
Mansfield. The prosecution, reluctantly, but 
ably and fairly conducted by Lee, the Solici¬ 
tor General, terminated in the complete ex¬ 
posure of the fraud imputed to Bembridge, 
for which the Court sentenced him to a se¬ 
vere fine and imprisonment. Every exer¬ 
tion which the purity of our Jurisprudence 
will allow, was made to soften, or to averts 
the Severity of the stroke. Burke, who did 
not hesitate to appear in Court, seated upon 
the Bench, during the proceedings, gave the 
strongest attestations to Bembridge’s characr 
ter for integrity. He was accompanied there 
by Lord North, who likewise condescended 
to join in a similar testimony to the good 
conduct and probity of the accused, during 
the time that he had, himself, formerly held the 
Post of joint Paymaster of the Forces. But, 
these efforts, which proved unavailing, only at- 
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tracted censure towards the persons who thus 
attempted to screen from punishment, a con- 
spicuous delinquent; while the proofs exhi¬ 
bited of his guilt, impressed the public mind 
with opinions highly unfavorable, not merely 
to Burke himself, at least in a prudential 
point of view 5 but to the Ministry in which 
he filled so distinguished a place. 5 

Sd June.] Scarcely had this affair ceased 
to . occupy. attention, when Burke plunged 
himself into a second embarrassment, hardly 
less painful to his friends. A Bill for the re¬ 
gulation of the Pay Office, having been brought 
into the House of Commons by himself, which 
gave rise to much discussion and difference 
of opinion, in its passage through the Com¬ 
mittee; the contending parties agreed to fill 
up the Blanks amicably, after the House rose, 
round the, Speaker’s Chair. Burke being Pay-r 
master General, of course took an active part, 
as did many other Members; .and the Clauses 
were understood to have been settled in the 
way specified, by mutual consent. But, Mr. 
Estwick, Member for Westbury, on a Motion 
for the third reading of the Bill, to the asto¬ 
nishment of the House, rising up in his place, 
preferred a formal charge against Burke; 
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cusing him of having gone into the engros¬ 
sing room, after the Bill in question had been 
carried there ^ of expunging three Clauses, and 
altering a fourth, all which he re-modelled 
to his own taste. Such an act, if it had been 
proved, might have led to very grave con¬ 
sequences ^ and must in any case have at¬ 
tracted public censure, or produced a repri¬ 
mand from the Chair. Fox immediately came 
forward with his characteristic manliness of 
Mind, to the aid of his friend, whose conduct 
vvas severely arraigned by Pitt. The House 
admitted the Secretary’s justification as sa¬ 
tisfactory, and did not inflict any mark of 
its disapprobation on Burke ; though the ex¬ 
cuses offered, or reasons alleged, for his Con¬ 
duct, were by no means such as completely 
exculpated him in the opinions of impartial 
men. It appeared however, by the testimony 
of Cornwall the Speaker, that Burke had 
not, as he was accused of doing, either ex¬ 
punged or altered any Clause in the engros¬ 
sing Office. The Speaker at least asserted, 
and the Flouse lent credit to his assurance, 
that the misconception had arisen from the 
circumstance of his having put the Question 
on the four Clauses, in so low a tone of voice, 
that they all passed without notice. Pitt 
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contended, that even though this extraordi¬ 
nary fact were true, yet the expunged Clauses 
must be restored, and debated anew by = the 
House. As the proposition could not be re¬ 
fused, they were therefore brought upi, and 
negatived without a Division. The Speaker’s 
testimony, whether accurate, or not, extri¬ 
cated Burke j and Fox manifested the gene¬ 
rous ardor of his mind throughout the whole 
transaction 3 an ardor which always impelled 
him to cover the errors of those, with whom 
he was connected in politics or friendship. 
But, he did not the less in private condemn 
Burke’s imprudence; and he was said to have 
warned the Paymaster of the Forces, as he 
valued his Office, not to involve his friends, 
and the Administration of which he composed 
so conspicuous a Member, in a third similar 
Dilemma, during the remainder of the Ses¬ 
sion. 

Among the persons of Eminence who have 
‘‘ strutted their hour,” under the reign of 
George the Third, and who about this time 
disappeared from' the great public Theatre, 
may be named General Sir John Irwin. His 
person, manners, and conversation, were all 
made for the Drawing Room, where he seemed 
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always to be in his native element. Though 
declining in life, yet his figure, tall, graceful, 
and dignified, set.off by all the ornaments of 
Dress, accompanied with a Riband and, a 
Star, rendered him conspicuous in every 
company. He constantly reminded me of a 
Marshal of France, such as they are des¬ 
cribed by St. Simon, under Louis .the Fourr 
teenth. His politeness, though somewhat 
formal, was nevertheless natural and capti¬ 
vating. Perhaps, at least so his enemies as¬ 
serted, his military talents were not equally 
brilliant with his personal accomplishments; 
but he had not risen the more slowly on that 
account, to the honors, or to the eminences, 
of his profession. Besides a Regiment and a 
Government conferred on him by the Crown, 
he had held during several years, the post of 
Commander in Chief in Ireland, with very 
ample appointments and advantages. But, 
no income, however large, could suffice for 
liis expenses, which being never restrained 
within any reasonable limits, finally involved 
him in irretrievable difficulties. The fact 
will 'hardly obtain belief, that at one of the 
entertainments which he gave to the Lord 
Lieutenant in the year 1781, at Dublin, he 
displayed bn the table, as the principal piece 
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in the Dessert, a representation of the Fortress 
of Gibraltar invested by the Spanish forces,* 
executed in Confectionary. It exhibited a 
faithful view of that celebrated Rock, so deaf 
to the English Nation^ together with the 
works, Batteries, and Artillery of the be¬ 
siegers, which threw sugar plums against 
the walls. The expense of this ostentatious 
piece of magnificence, did not fall short of 
fifteen hundred Pounds ^ and so incredible 
must the circumstance appear, that if, I had 
not received the assurance of it from Lord 
Sackville, I should not venture to report it in 
these Memoirs. 

The greatest intimacy subsisted between 
that Nobleman and Sir John, who owed much 
of his advancement and success in life, to the 
protection of Lionel, Duke of Dorset. Lord 
Sackville’s disinterested friendship still conti¬ 
nued to bring him into Parliament, as his own 
Colleague for East Grinstead, after Irwin’s 
return from^Ireland, which took Place on the 
dissolution of Lord North’s Administration, 
down to his final departure from England. 
Decorated with the Order of the Batliy which 
then conferred much distinction; and of which 
he never failed to display the Insignia when- 
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evel* he went to the House, his personal ap¬ 
pearance was imposing. Even of a morning, 
in his greatest undress, he wore a small Star 
embroidered on his frock, without which he 
rarely appeared any where; and his travelling 
Hussar Cloaks, bore the same brilliant badge 
of Knighthood. No man better , knew the 
value of external figure, aided by manner; 
and Philip, Earl of Chesterfield himself, had 
not more successfully studied the Graces. It 
was impossible to possess finer manners, with¬ 
out any affectation; or more perfect good 
breeding. With such pretensions of person 
and of address, it cannot surprize that he 
attained to a great degree of favor at St. 
James’s. The King considered and treated 
Irwin, as a person whose conversation afford¬ 
ed him peculiar gratification. He often de¬ 
lighted to protract the discourse with a Cour¬ 
tier, whose powers of entertainment, however 
extensive, were always under the restraint of 
profound respect; and who never forgot the. 
character of the Prince whom he^ addressed, 
even for a single moment. Irwin, though so 
fine a gentleman, loved all the indulgencies 
of conviviality, in which gratifications he ne¬ 
ver restrained himself. The King, not unac¬ 
quainted with these particulars, having said 
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to him one day, at the Drawing Room, when 
conversing on his common mode of life, “ they 
tell me. Sir John, that you love a glass of 
“ wine Those, Sir, who have so re- 

“ ported of me to Your Majesty,” answered 
he, bowing profoundly, “ have done me great 
injustice. They should have said a Bottle.” 

Sir. John Irwin’s first wife, a daughter of 
the celebrated Physician Sir Edward Barry, 
who wrote with so much elegance and infor¬ 
mation on the “ \yines of the Ancients 
brought him no issue : but he afterwards con¬ 
tracted a more obscure matrimonial connexion. 
On his return to England^ his debts became 
so numerous, and his creditors so importu¬ 
nate, that, though as a Member of Parlia¬ 
ment, his person still remained secure, he 
found it impossible to reside longer with com¬ 
fort in this Country. Quitting therefore pri¬ 
vately his elegant' house in Piccadilly, oppo¬ 
site the Green Park, he retired to the Conti¬ 
nent; and landing in France, he hired a 
Chateau in the Province of Normandy, where 
His military rank secured for him every tes¬ 
timony of respect from the surrounding Gen-’ 
try. He'nevertheless soon experienced such 
pecuniary difiiciilties, that as he could nou- 
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rish no hope of ever revisiting his native 
Country, he removed over the Alps into Italy. 
I believe he died, at Padua, about the. month 
of May, 1788, in great obscurity, though not 
in distress. The King, who sincerely regret¬ 
ted his departure from England, and who 
well, knew the causes of it, often expressed 
his concern for Sir John Irwin’s ihisfortunes; 
which he endeavoured to alleviate by' send¬ 
ing Sir John, the sum of a thousand Pounds 
from his Privy Purse, in two separate pay¬ 
ments. I know this fact from the late Sir 
Charles Hotham ; who was, I think, himself, 
the channel through which His Majesty trans¬ 
mitted the first donation of five hundred 
Pounds, 

• Lord John Cavendish, though he had ne- 
gociated and brought forward the Loan ne¬ 
cessary to be raised, soon after he entered on 
Office; yet did not propose the Taxes which 
were to pay the Interest of it, until many 
weeks later in the Session. He at length laid 
them before the House of Commons, where, 
on the whole, they appeared to meet with ge¬ 
neral approbation, and even attracted some 
Encomiums. But, Lord John, whose talents 
were not eminently adapted for the discussion 
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of Measures of Finance, having stated his 
Ways and Means with tolerable precision, 
left the task of explaining and defending 
them, principally to his Associates in power. 
Fox and Lord North, who undertook it with 
great ability, repelled the comments made 
from the Opposition side of the House, on 
the new Taxes; while the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, quitting his seat on the Trea¬ 
sury Bench, retired during a considerable 
part of the Debate, behind the Speaker’s 
Chair 5 from which retreat he peeped out on 
either side, as individuals rose for the purpose 
of approving or of censuring his Budget: 
Lord John’s acknowledged purity of charac¬ 
ter, when joined to his many virtues 5 not to 
dwell on his high Descent; rendered him 
universally respected: and the advantage 
which his Party derived from those qualities,- 
in the public estimation, was incalculable. 
The Nation even seemed silently to demand 
some such Guarantee, when the interests of 
the' Country were committed to a man of 
Fox’s ruined Fortune, and dissipated habits of 
life. Mr, Pitt, it is true, who had been so 
recently placed at the head of the Exchequer,- 
scarcely possessed more property than his 
rival. But the people of England* knew how 
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to discriminate between their respective defi¬ 
ciency. Pitt, though not more distinguished 
by habits of economy, than Fox, yet had not 
dissipated his small paternal fortune-in any 
ostensible vices: while Fox, besides a landed 
Estate, and a lucrative Ofiice, both which he 
sold, had squandered an immense sum of 
ready money. Indeed, though Fox always 
appeared to me, whenever Loans or Budgets 
were discussed in Parliament, to display a 
capacity for arithmetical Calculation,_ and all 
the talents requisite for a Minister of Finance, 
scarcely, if at-all inferior to Mr. Pitt’s abi¬ 
lity in that line; yet, I believe, it never oc¬ 
curred to any man’s mind, to place Fox in the 
controul of the Treasury, or of the Exchequer, 
at any period of his life. Almost as well 
might Henry the Fifth have placed Falstaff 
there. Fox himself seemed not to emulate a 
higher post than Secretary of State, always 
interposing Lord John Cavendish in the guar¬ 
dianship of the public money. Nor could 
the British People confide their interests to 
more incorruptible integrity, than distin¬ 
guished the Chancellor of the Exchequer: 
but he could not sustain the slightest compa¬ 
rison with Pitt, nor even with Lord North, 
in the powers of his mind and understanding, 
VOL. IL 2 B 
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or in his parliamentary talents, and know¬ 
ledge of business. 

While the Rockingham Party, during many 
years had been excluded from Office, they 
loudly declaimed against Abuses of every des¬ 
cription, particularly against the extravagant 
expenditure of the public money in various 
Departments. Nor, during the very short pe¬ 
riod that the Treasury was under their con- 
troul, which did not exceed three Months, 
can it be denied that they endeavoured to 
manifest the sincerity of their engagements. 
Rurke, who stood forward in the invidibus 
character of a Reformer, acquired no incon¬ 
siderable merit with the Country at large, by 
his exertions to reduce exorbitant demands, or 
to abolish obsolete and overgrown Establish¬ 
ments of every kind. But, with Lord Rock¬ 
ingham’s life, these efforts wholly ceased. 
From the period of their union with Lord 
North, when they began confidently to count 
on a quiet possession of power and emolu¬ 
ment, at least for a few years, in consequence 
of their strength in both Houses of Parlia¬ 
ment- they seemed to have greatly relaxed 
in the severity of their political principles. 
Above all, they manifested a decided aversion 
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to any Reforms which did not originate with 
themselves, and which were not subjected to 
their own Ministerial Controul. A striking 
exemplification of this fact, presented itself 
before the end of the Session. 


Mr. Pitt, who watched all their conduct, 
and canvassed all their measures, with jea¬ 
lous, as well as unremitting attention; having 
brought forward a Bill, in order to establish 
regulations in the Fees, Perquisites, and other 
emoluments received in most of the public 
Offices; instead of finding any support from 
the other side of the House, as might natu¬ 
rally have been expected, met with the 
warmest opposition in that quarter. Lord 
John Cavendish possessed indeed too much 
ingenuousness of character, altogether to dis¬ 
pute the utility of the objects proposed, and 
therefore contented himself with partially and 
indirectly resisting the plan: but Fox and 
Burke loaded the Bill, its author, and the 
Administration of which he had lately com¬ 
posed a part, with the severest Epithets or 
Imputations. Some of the comparisons and 
allusions made by Burke in particular, reflect¬ 
ing contemptuously on Pitt, as a Projector 
and a Reformer, appeared, when falling from 
2 B 2 
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his lips, to affect his Audience with no little 
surprize j he having so recently, himself, laid 
claim to general approbation, in the same 
character. As it might nevertheless have 
seemed too indecorous, not to permit , the 
Bill to pass the House of Commons, Minis¬ 
ters allowed it to go up to the Peers: but, 
there, the whole force of government drew, 
out in array against the Measure. Even the 
Duke of Portland, who seldom exhibited any 
specimens of Eloquence, stigmatized it as 
“ more a disease, than a remedy;” while 
Lord Fitzwilliam decried it, as being both 
trifling and vexatious in its Nature. Thus at¬ 
tacked, the Measure was finally negatived. 
Such a Repugnance, demonstrated to the 
very objects of retrenchment, which they had 
themselves affected to introduce only a few 
Months before, with so much zeal, even into 
the Palace, and at the Table of the Sove¬ 
reignevidently, because they were now pro¬ 
posed from a hostile source; did not fail to 
make an adequate impression on the public 
mind. It operated to the disadvantage of the 
Ministry in every quarter of the Kingdom; 
and by unmasking them in some measure, it 
silently prepared the way for those astonish¬ 
ing events in the interior of the Govern- 
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ment, which took place before the conclusion 
of the year. 

Some of the Abuses which Pitt had at¬ 
tempted to point out and expose, in the pro¬ 
gress of the Bill which he introduced into the 
House of Commons, were indeed of a descrip¬ 
tion so singular, as to excite not only asto¬ 
nishment, but even to produce a degree of 
ridicule. They served to shew what extensive 
depredations had been committed upon the 
public, in many, or in all the principal Of¬ 
fices, previous to the period of Lord North’s 
resignation. That Nobleman formed the 
mark, at which Pitt levelled his severest cen¬ 
sures; nor could the House altogether refrain 
from laughter, at one of the charges, specify¬ 
ing a sum of three hundred and forty Pounds, 
paid to the Secretary of the Treasury, for the 
article of Whipcord. The annual expense of 
the first Minister for his individual Stationery^ 
did not fall short, as it appeared, of thirteen 
hundred Pounds. Lord North, when called 
on, made nevertheless not only a plausible, 
but a very satisfactory defence, to most of the 
alleged Items. Relative to the consumption 
of Whipcord, which had excited a great deal 
of mirth, having professed at the same Time, 
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his total ignorance, Robinson undertook to 
give some sort of explanation j which, how¬ 
ever ingenious or even well founded it might 
be, yet diverted, more than it satisfied his 
hearers. 

It is certain that during the period antece¬ 
dent to 1782, the Abuses practised in many 
great official Departments, which exceeded 
all reasonable limits, loudly demanded parlia- 
mentary regulation. I have, myself, had oc¬ 
casion to hear, if not to see, specimens and in¬ 
stances of depredation j (for they well merited 
the name;) which will hardly obtain belief in 
the present days. I knew with some degree 
of intimacy, a Lord of Trade, who possessing 
a Borough, and a very large fortune, was 
himself a Member of the House of Commons 
in successive Parliaments. On his being 
sworn in at the Board of Trade, he issued an 
order to provide a great number of pewter 
Inkstands for his own use; which he after¬ 
wards commuted into one composed of Silver. 
I have seen him at the Levee, dressed in a suit 
of green Velvet, fabricated, as fame reported, 
out of the materials ordered in his public cha¬ 
racter, for the ostensible purpose of making 
|)ags to contain Office papers. His friends 
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and correspondents could recognize the Sta¬ 
tionery, of which he had; made an ample pro¬ 
vision, more than ten years after the Board of 
Trade itself, abolished by Burke’s Bill, had 
ceased to have any existence. Even since 
1782 , similar facts are said to have taken 
place. This Gentleman, or rather his wife, 
formed one on the List of British Peerages, 
intended to have been either revived or cre¬ 
ated, by Lord North and Fox; the number of 
which, as I recollect, amounted to thirty 
two, or thirty three; if the “ Coalition” had 
forced their way a second time into the Cabi¬ 
net, in the beginning of 1784, as they con¬ 
fidently expected. 

Nor were these the only official and Minis¬ 
terial appropriations of the Public Money, to 
private purposes, that distinguished the Times 
under our review. From the Ministry of Sir 
Robert Walpole, down to the conclusion of 
Lord North’s Government, few places of con¬ 
siderable emolument, in any Department, 
were given, wholly unfettered, to the nominal 
occupant. Even under Lord Rockingham’s 
first Administration in 1765, we find Wilkes 
quartered on the whole of the Treasury and 
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Admiralty Boards, to the annual amount of 
10401. a year; the Marquis paying him 5001.; 
the inferior Lords of the Treasury, 601. each; 
and the Members of the Board of Trade, each 
401. This curious fact is slated in Horne’s 
Letter to Junius,” of the 31st July, 177L 
It was not attempted to be denied. When 
the Duke of Grafton, in June of the samft 
year, 177L accepted the Office of Privy Seal, 
which had been previously destined for Lord 
Weymouth; “ Junius” more than insinuates, 
that the last mentioned Nobleman was gtiar^- 
termed by the Duke upon Rigby, who, from 
1768 to 1782, nominally occupied the sole 
Payinastership of the Forces. I knew a Lady 
of Quality, who having been daughter to a 
person high in Office, was commonly said to 
have rode sixteen persons at one time; to 
whom her father had given places, under that 
express condition or reservation. I believe 
she outlived them all. Governments, military 
Appointments, Offices in the Excise and 
Customs; in a wordj places of every descrip¬ 
tion, at home and abroad, were frequently 
loaded with Riders. These practices were 
disdained by Mr. Pitt, when he became First 
Minister; but he was necessitated in many 
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cases to commit a greater inroad on the Con^ 
stitution, by distributing Honours and Digni¬ 
ties, as a substitute for emoluments. 

July.] The fruitless attempt made by Pitt, 
to regulate the abuses of Fees in the public 
Offices, did not constitute the only unsuccess¬ 
ful parliamentary effort undertaken by him, 
during the Session. A short time before its. 
close. Lord John Cavendish having, as it 
would appear, somewhat incautiously or in¬ 
advertently laid on the Table, a List of pub¬ 
lic Accountants, from whom Balances of mo¬ 
ney exceeding in the w'hole forty-four Mil¬ 
lions, were due to Government; Pitt endear 
voured to induce the House to vote an Ad¬ 
dress to the Crown, requesting His Majesty 
to take measures for compelling the persons 
named, to account for the sums so remaining 
in their hands; and for preventing a future 
recurrence of the same Abuse. He seemed 
authorized to assume, that such a Motion 
would be too analogous to the avowed dispo¬ 
sition and professions of the Rockingham 
Party, to experience from them any resist¬ 
ance. All the ability, eloquence, wit, and 
ingenuity of the Ministerial Benches, were 
nevertheless called out, in order to invalidate 
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the authenticity of the very Document, laid 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the 
Table; which his Colleagues now declared 
to be destitute of proper authority, and con¬ 
sequently, an unsafe, as well as inefficient 
basis, on which to found the proposed Ad¬ 
dress to the Throne. This treatment of Lord 
John in his official capacity, as Minister of 
Finance, by his own friends, in the face of 
the House of Commons, did not appear at 
first sight, either the most respectful to him, 
or even the most decorous to themselves. 
Sheridan, with consummate Address, con¬ 
trived, however, to render it in some measure 
palatable, by a delicate mixture of compli¬ 
ment to his integrity, and of censure on hi§ 
prudence: while Lord North and Fox played 
their whole Artillery upon Pitt. The two 
Secretaries of State seemed on that day, to 
act in perfect concert, and to be cordially 
united. Having thus extracted almost every 
Clause from the Address, which rendered it 
efficient or useful, they allowed it, when mu¬ 
tilated and harmless, to pass the House. 

16th July.] The Session, protracted to the 
middle of July, now drew towards a termina¬ 
tion. During the space of about three 
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Months that Parliament remained sitting after 
the formation of the new Ministry, both 
Houses, in particular the Commons, had 
manifested the utmost disposition to give 
them every support. The Opposition, though 
conducted by Pitt and Dundas, while it was 
tacitly, as well as powerfully, sustained by 
Jenkinsonj yet rarely ventured on a Division, 
which only exposed the paucity and infe¬ 
riority of their numbers. Lord North, how¬ 
ever obscured he might be by the superior 
energy of Fox, still remained the nominal 
leader of a very numerous body, who looked 
to him for protection against the violent Mem¬ 
bers of the Rockingham Party. But his 
Colleague, without the title, was already be¬ 
come the real First Minister; as the great 
Earl of Chatham had been formerly, under 
the late and present Reign, when only Secre¬ 
tary of State, or when holding the Privy Seal, 
The strength of Fox’s character, the activity 
of his mind, the warmth of his friendship, 
and the splendour of his talents;—this com¬ 
bination of endowments naturally attracting 
adherents, enabled him to absorb the whole 
power of Government. Burke, ardent, inde¬ 
fatigable, and never losing sight of his object, 
impatiently looked forward to the great task 



380 


HISTORICAL 


[1783. 

of reforming and remodelling India. The 
advanced season of the year at which the 
Administration came into power, and that 
circumstance only, had induced him, as well 
as his Colleagues, to allow the present Session 
to elapse, without immediately availing them¬ 
selves of the patronage, and multiplied sources 
of advantage, which the Indian Empire of¬ 
fered to their avidity. It presented a rich 
harvest, which they devoured by anticipation 5 
and the enjoyment of which they reluctantly 
postponed, even for a few Months. But, 
the magnitude, importance, and complicated 
nature of the political machine by which 
India was governed, demanded mature deli¬ 
beration, before they ventured to reconstruct 
it, as they meditated, entirely on new prin¬ 
ciples. It was therefore finally determined 
in the Cabinet, to call Parliament together 
early in the approaching Autumn, for the 
purpose; and the King was expressly made 
to declare the Intention, in his Speech pro¬ 
nounced from the Throne, on the Proroga¬ 
tion. Sheridan, by a wonderful combination 
of almost all talents which can meet in man, 
under the controul of unalterable equality of 
temper, began already to compete with Burke 
in parliamentary estimation ; and frequently 
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obtained a more ready or patient hearing 
from the House. Every day, while it con¬ 
firmed the ascendant which he had there ac¬ 
quired, placed him higher among the most 
distinguished supports of Administration. 

If the Coalition looked round at home, they 
beheld at this period, a docile Parliament, 
originally called together by Lord North; 
and of which Assembly he still retained in his 
hands, many of the secret Springs or Keys, 
in both Houses. Abroad, every thing an¬ 
nounced the continuance of Peace. America 
was indeed lostj but the emancipated Colo¬ 
nies had ceased to be hostile to Great Britain. 
France, exhausted even by her late advan¬ 
tages beyond the Atlantic, weak in her Go¬ 
vernment, and altogether convulsed or de¬ 
ranged in her Finances; already nourished in 
her vitals the seeds of that fatal Revolution, 
which has since overturned order, religion, 
morals, and the antient fabric of Europe. 
Joseph the Second, Emperor of Germany, 
suppressing Monasteries and religious Esta¬ 
blishments with one hand; with the other, in 
direct violation of all subsisting Treaties, 
rashly and wantonly demolished,to their foun- 



3S2 


HISTORICAL 


[178S. 


dations, the works of the Garrison Cities of 
the Austrian Netherlands. I witnessed, my¬ 
self, during the course of that Summer, the 
expulsion of the last remains of the Dutch 
troops maintained in the Barrier towns, and 
the destruction or demolition of the Fortifi¬ 
cations themselves. Except Luxembourg, 
placed at one extremity j and the Citadel of 
Antwerp, situate at the other Termination; 
it was obvious that scarcely any obstacle re¬ 
mained, to exclude France from overrunning 
the Low Countries at her pleasure. If these 
reflexions appeared however to cause no un¬ 
easiness to Ministers, yet, a domestic source 
of just anxiety which they could not sur¬ 
mount, presented itself in the fixed and un¬ 
conquerable Alienation of the King. In vain 
did they endeavour to insinuate themselves 
into his personal favor. He received with 
formality and coldness, all their advances; 
allowed them to dictate measures; gave them 
Audiences, signed papers, and complied with 
their advice: but he neither admitted them 
to his confidence, nor ceased to consider them 
as objects of his individual aversion. The 
consciousness of this sentiment existing in the 
royal bosom, which sunk deep into Fox’s 
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mind, naturally impelled him to substitute 
other foundations, on which to construct, and 
to perpetuate, his ministerial Greatness. 

No man who has enjoyed the opportunities 
of studying Pox’s character, or of being in¬ 
formed respecting his political line of action, 
to which I have had access; can however 
doubt that he would have preferred gentle¬ 
ness before force, and conciliation in prefer¬ 
ence to harsher methods of confirming his 
power, if the means of accomplishing it had 
been open to him. He well knew how diffi¬ 
cult it was to retain Office in defiance of the 
Sovereign; and he could not be ignorant that 
by his junction with Lord North, though he 
had stormed the Cabinet, he had lost his 
popularity. All his original principles were 
monarchical, and even his Ambition partook 
of the pliability of his nature. His very ne¬ 
cessities rendered him ductile, and loudly 
called on him to-bestow some attention on his 
private fortune. In fact we may question 
whether a more complying Minister, or one 
more disposed to have gratified his Master in 
every legitimate object of royal desire, could 
have been found among His Majesty’s Sub¬ 
jects. Mr. Pitt manifested by no means the 
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same acquiescence, or the same suavity and 
ready submission, on a variety of occasions, 
when afterwards in Office. He was on the 
contrary, often intractable and pertinacious, 
as I know, even upon points. painfully inter¬ 
esting to the King. But, if George the Third 
did not regard him with affection, he at least 
considered him with esteem; and unfortu¬ 
nately for Fox, it was not easy to acquire the 
favour of the Sovereign, except through the 
Channel of his moral approbation. “ Hoc 

fonte derivata Clades” It was in vain that 
the Secretary watched for a moment of, weak¬ 
ness, of which he would no doubt have pro¬ 
fited, to insinuate himself into the royal 
Confidence. There was no Mistress to faci¬ 
litate his approaches, to soften asperities, and 
to. form the medium of reconciliation. Under 
.George the First, the Duchess of Kendal, or 
the Countess of Darlington, would have per¬ 
formed that office for him, though not gra¬ 
tuitously; as Mrs. Howard, or Madame de 
Walmoden, would equally have done with 
George the Second. 

Nor can we reasonably question on the 
other hand, that His Majesty justly appre- 
ciated the Secretary’s character, and was w ell 
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aware that he would not prove more intract¬ 
able or ri^id while in Office, than other men. 
But he did not choose to avail himself of such 
assistance. I know that some three or four 
years after the time of which I now speakj 
the King finding himself alone with the Duke 
of Queensberry, who had been one of the 
Lords of his Bedchamber ever since his Ac¬ 
cession.to the Crown, and with whom he was 
accustomed to converse unreservedly on many 
subjects; the discourse turned on the Co¬ 
alition Ministry. “ Sir,” said tlie Duke, 
‘‘ 'Your Majesty might safely have allowed 
Mr. Fox to remain in Office, and you 
“ would have found in him every disposition, 
to comply with your wishes. I can assert 
as an undoubted fact, that there was 
‘‘ scarcely any proof of his personal devotion, 
** or any sacrifice that he would not have 
“ made, to acquire your favour.” “ He 
‘‘ never said as much to me,” answered the 
King. No, Sir,” replied the Duke, as- 
‘‘•suredly he did not, because Your Majesty 
“ never gave him any encouragement to ven- 
“ ture on taking such a step.” George the 
Third, during the eight or nine months of his 
captivity, only looked to emancipation, ami 
VOL. II. Sc 
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never attempted to gain or to conciliate his 
Ministerial Jailors. 

Meanwhile emerging, as the Duties of his 
high Office compelled him, from the dissipa¬ 
tion and society of Brookes’s^ Fox, during 
this brilliant, but transitory portion of his life, 
fulfilled with universal approbation, I might 
even say, admiration, all the essential, no less 
than the ostensible functions of Secretary of 
State. At his house in Grafton Street, where 
he resided, he received and entertained the 
foreign Ministers then resident in London 
from the various European Courts, with dis¬ 
tinguished Eclat. They, who were never 
weary of his conversation, respected his ta¬ 
lents, while they admired the immense variety 
of his information on all diplomatic points. 
Delighted at the facility with which he wrote 
or conversed in French, an Accomplishment 
not so general at that' Time, as it is now be¬ 
come; they were not less gratified by the 
liberal hospitality of his table, added to the 
noble amenity and frankness of his manners. 
Nor can it be sufficiently regretted, that a 
man so much formed to have done Honor, 
and to have rendered essential service to his 
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Country, as Fox; should, by the errors or 
imprudencies of his own conduct, have ren¬ 
dered himself obnoxious to his Sovereign, and 
thus have excluded himself from Office. We 
cannot reflect without concern, that in the 
course of a life prolonged to its fifty-eighth 
year. Fox sat only about nineteen months in 
the Cabinet, taken altogether: while Pitt, 
who terminated his comparatively short ca¬ 
reer at forty-seven, passed almost his whole 
Jife after he attained to manhood, in the first 
Employments j or rather, in the highest si¬ 
tuation of State, that of Prime Minister. 
However we may dispute as to the superiority 
of Talents in these two extraordinary and 
illustrious men. Posterity will be at no loss 
to decide respecting the superiority of their 
Judgement. 

August.] Pitt availing himself of this In¬ 
terval of political Leisure, afforded him by the 
Triumph of the ‘‘ Coalition,” and the Recess 
of Parliament, endeavoured to catch a hasty 
glimpse of the Continent, which he had. 
scarcely ever before visited. As if he foresaw 
that no other occasion would ever again pre¬ 
sent itself for the gratification of his curiosity, 
he crossed over to Calais, and directed his 
2 C 2 
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Course in the first instance, to the Low Coun¬ 
tries. Mr. George Rose, who had been one 
of the two Secretaries of the Treasury, when 
Pitt filled the Post of Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer ; and who has since deservedly risen 
by his distinguished financial talents or ser¬ 
vices, to much higher official situations; ac¬ 
companied him. I met them by accident, at 
Antwerp. Pitt proceeding afterwards to 
Paris, was presented by our Embassador, the 
Duke of Manchester, to Louis the Sixteenth-, 
at Fontainblean, where the French Court al¬ 
ways passed a considerable portion .of .the 
Autumn. His Name, and the fame of his 
distinguished abilities, which had preceded 
his appearance, disposed all to admire, him: 
but the King, in compliance with, the stupid 
Etiquette, that interdicted him from speaking 
to Foreigners, wdio were presented at Court; 
when added to his natural shyness; did not, 
T believe, exchange one word-with Pitt. .The 
Queen, whose superior energy of mind eman¬ 
cipated her from such restraints, treated him 
with the utmost distinction. Marie An¬ 
toinette entered into conversation with him, 
as far as his cold manner, encreasecl by an 
imperfect knowledge of the French Language, 
would permit her to engage him in discourse. 

Monsieur said she to him, on his retiring. 
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with a manner even more expressive than the 
words, Je siiis charmee de voiis voir, et. 

dc votis avoir vued’ Pitt took care to re¬ 
turn to London from his short excursion, in 
time to attend the Meeting of Parliament. 

. While the two leaders of Ministry, and of 
Opposition, were thus respectively occupied, 
the one in his official duties at home, and the 
other on .the Continent j the King became a 
prey to habitual dejection. Throughout all 
the troubles of his reign, when Wilkes and 
when ^"Junius” excited disaffection among 
his Subjects, as well as during the most 
distressful periods of the American AVar; 
or when the Capital exhibited scenes of out¬ 
rage and of popular violence; he had main¬ 
tained a serene countenance, and manifested 
an unshaken firmness. But, his fortitude 
sunk under the bondage to which the Co- 
alition” had subjected him. His natural 
equality of temper, suavity of manners, and 
cheerfulness of deportment, forsaking him in 
a great measure, he became silent, thought¬ 
ful, taciturn, and uncommunicative. Some¬ 
times, when he resided at AV’indsor, mounting 
his horse, accompanied by an Equeriy and a 
single footman; after riding ten or twelve 



390 


HISTORICAL 


[1783. 


miles, scarcely opening his lips, he would 
dismount in order to inspect his hounds, or to 
view his farming improvements : then getting 
on horseback again, he returned back to the 
Queen’s Lodge in the same pensive or dis¬ 
consolate manner. From time to time, he 
admitted Mr. Jenkinson and Lord Thurlovv, 
both of whom were Privy Councillors, to pay 
their respects to him. He even repeated to 
the latter of those distinguished persons, his 
wish already expressed, of going over to.his 
Electoral Dominions for a few months; and 
abandoning to the Ministers, the power of 
which they had got possession. But Lord 
Thurlow, after again dissuading him from 
having recourse to any strong or violent expe¬ 
dients for procuring present emancipation j 
exhorted him to wait for a favorable occa¬ 
sion, which Fox’s impetuosity or imprudence 
would probably furnish, to liberate himself 
from the yoke of the Coalition. Time soon 
presented the propitious moment for putting 
this advice into execution. 

September.] His Majesty remaining inflexi¬ 
ble in his resolution not to create any British 
Peers on the ministerial recommendation, they 
contented themselves with tendering him a 
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list of eight or nine Irish Peerages. However 
reluctantly, he yet consented to exercise this 
act of the Prerogative. Nearly about the 
same time, the Definitive Treaties of Peace 
were concluded with France and Spain; while 
David Hartley, who had been sent to Paris 
for the purpose, signed another Treaty with 
America. Hartley, who was Member for 
Hull, though destitute of any personal re¬ 
commendations of manner, possessed some 
talent, with unsullied probity, added to inde¬ 
fatigable perseverance and labour. His sight, 
which was very defective, compelled him al¬ 
ways to wear spectacles. The Rockingham 
Party had not among them a more zealous 
adherent; but in Parliament, the intolerable 
length, when increased by the dulness of his 
Speeches, rendered him an absolute nuisance, 
even to his own friends. His rising always 
operated like a dinner bell. One day, that 
he had thus wearied out the patience of his 
audience; having nearly cleared a very full 
House, which was reduced from three hun¬ 
dred, to about eighty persons, half asleep ; 
just at a time when he was expected to close, 
he unexpectedly moved that the Riot Act 
should be read, as a document necessary to 
elucidate, or to prove, some of his foregoing 
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assertions. ' Burke, who sat close by him, and 
ivho vvisliing to speak to the-Question under 
discussion, had been bursting with impatience 
for more than an hour and a half ^ finding 
himself so cruelly disappointed, bounced up, 
exclaiming, “ The Riot Act! my dear friend, 
the Riot Act! to what purpose! don’t 
you see that the mob is already completely 
“ dispersed?” The sarcastic wit of this re¬ 
mark, in the state of the House, which pre¬ 
sented to the View only empty Benches; 
when encreased by the uianner and tone of 
despair, in which Burke uttered it; convulsed 
every person present except Hartley, who 
never changed countenance, and insisted on 
the Riot \ct being read by one of the 
Clerks. 

I have heard the late Earl of Liverpool, 
then Mr. Jenkinson, say, that Hartley hav¬ 
ing risen to speak, about five o’clock, during 
the Session of the year 1779, in the month 
of June, or of July; and it being generally 
understood, that he would undoubtedly con¬ 
tinue a long time on his legs, as he was to 
conclude with making a Motion ; Mr. Jenkin- 
' on profited of the occasion to breathe some 
country air. He walked therefore, from the 
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House, to his residence in Parliament Street j 
from whence mounting his horse, he rode 
out to a place that he rented, some miles from 
town. There he dined, strolled about, and in 
the evening returned slowly to London. As 
it was then near nine o’clock; before he went 
down a second time to the House of Com¬ 
mons, he dispatched a servant to Mrs. Bennet, 
the Housekeeper, requesting to be informed 
of the names of the principal persons who had 
spoken in the course of the Debate, and like¬ 
wise to know about what hour a Division 
might probably be expected to take place. 
The footman brought back for answer, that 
Mr. Hartley continued still speaking, but, 
was expected to close soon; and that no 
other person had yet risen except himself.. In 
fact, when Mr. Jenkinson entered the House 
soon afterwards. Hartley remained exactly in 
the same place and attitude as he was, near 
five hours before; regardless of the general 
impatience, or of the profound repose- into 
which the majority of his hearers were sunk. 
However incredible this Anecdote appears, 
I have related it without exaggeration. 

October.] Autumn produced universal tran¬ 
quillity; a Peace with Holland, following the 
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Treaties made with France, Spain, and Ame¬ 
rica. In India, hostilities had been long ter¬ 
minated with the Mharattas j and the death 
of Hyder Ally, the most formidable enemy 
with whom we had to contend in the East, 
which took place in December, 1782 , enabled 
us to continue the contest with France in 
that quarter of the world, till the arrival at 
Madras, of the intelligence of a general Paci¬ 
fication in Europe. I availed myself of a 
fortunate circumstance, to convey the first in¬ 
formation of this event to India, and thereby 
stopped the further effusion of blood. Lord 
Walsingham, who honoured me with his 
Friendship, having in his Possession two 
“ Extraordinary Gazettes,” issued on the 23d 
of January, 1783, gave me one of them 5 
which Gazette I forwarded on the 25th of 
that Month by the common Post, overland, 
through Vienna, Constantinople, Aleppo, and 
Bussora, to a friend at Madras. It contained 
the Preliminaries of Peace just signed at Pa¬ 
ris, between Great Britain, France, and Spain. 
The King’s Ministers, as well as the East 
India Company, were equally bound by every 
principle of humanity and policy, to have 
anticipated that Gazette. But, Lord Syd¬ 
ney, then Secretary of State for the De- 
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partmentj having delayed, on account of 
the unsettled nature of the Administration, 
which continued during many weeks in a 
species of suspension, after Lord Shelburne’s 
resignation, to dispatch the “ Crocodile” 
Frigate, with the intelligence; and the 
Court of Directors remaining from the same 
cause equally negligent or torpid; my letter 
reached Madras, about the middle of the 
following Month of June. Full six weeks 
elapsed subsequent to that time, before any 
official information, either from the Court of 
Versailles, from the British Government, or 
from the East India House, arrived on the 
Coast of Coromandel. Our position, at the 
moment when my account was received in 
that Quarter of the Globe, might be esteemed 
most critical, as we had formed the Siege of 
Cuddalore, and were under hourly apprehen¬ 
sion of a Sally being made on the part of the 
enemy; whose Force within tlie Walls, far 
exceeded the Number of our own Troops 
stationed in the Trenches before the place. 
Under these circumstances. Lord Macartney, 
then Governor of Madras, having despatched 
his Secretary, Sir George Staunton, to Cud¬ 
dalore, with the Gazette which my friend 
had laid before him; Bussy, who commanded 
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the French Forces, recognized its authenti¬ 
city, and consented to publish'an .immediate 
Cessation of Arms. ' When the account of so 
extraordinary a fact was: received in London 
from Madras, early in 1784, together with 
the recognition of its beneficial results to 
the East India Company;-a Member of, the 
Court of Directors, who then^ enjoyed great 
Consideration in Leadenhall Street; impressed 
with a sense of the publio Benefits that had 
accrued from it, evinced a desire of procuring 
for me, as its author, some honorary Mark of 
the Company’s satisfaction or gratitude. But, 
on his mentioning the subject to the Chair¬ 
man, and Deputy Chairman, they observed, 
that to thank me for sending out intelligence 
of the conclusion of Peace, must seem to 
imply a tacit condemnation of their own de¬ 
lay in so long withholding, or rather, in neg¬ 
lecting to forward, the information. The bu¬ 
siness remained therefore in oblivion-; but I 
do not the less reflect upon it, as one of the 
most gratifying acts of my whole Life. ,, 

Hyder Ally, who had raised himself, like 
Buonaparte, from the rank; of a military 
Oflficer in the service of his native Prince, the 
Rajah or Sovereign of Mysore, to the posses- 
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sioii of Supreme Power in that Country j was, 
beyond all conipetition, the' greatest man 
whom India had- beheld, since the entry of 
Nadir Shaw into Dehli; or perhaps since the 
death of Aurung Zebe. It was twice the lot 
of Hyder, to overrun’ the Carnatic, and to pe¬ 
netrate to the Gates of Madras, • His first 
irruption, which took place-in 1769, may 
even be said to have dictated the Treaty of 
Peace; concluded under the very walls of the 
City. Governor Du Pre, who then presided 
Over the East India Company’s affiiirs on the 
Coast of Coromandel; held more than one in¬ 
terview with Plyder, while the Negociations 
were pending, in order to adjust, or to accele¬ 
rate the Conditions. Insensibly, during these 
personal conferences, as their mutual distrust 
and distance wore off, the Nabob.put many 
questions do Du Pre, indicating equally the 
enlargement of his mind, and displaying the 
easy familiarity of his manners. One of the 
circumstances which most excited the Eng¬ 
lish Governor’s astonishment, was to see that 
Hyder had no eye-brows ^ nor, indeed, a sin- 
gle hair left on any part of his face. A man 
constantly attended near , him, whose sole 
function and employment consisted in pulling 
out, with a pair of nippers, the first hair, that 
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made its appearance on the Sultan’s counte¬ 
nance. Hyder perceiving the surprize which 
this fact occasioned in Du Pre, said to him, 
I observe, that you wonder at my having 
“ no eye-brows ; as well as at my attention 
to cause every hair that appears on my 
face, to be immediately eradicated. The 
“ reason I will explain to you. I am the 
‘‘ Nabob of Mysore, and it is an object of 
policy with me, that my Subjects should 
“ see no face in my dominions, resembling 
‘‘ the countenance of their Sovereign.” Du 
Pre assured Sir John Macpherson, to whom 
he related this Anecdote, that he believed 
Hyder’s practice proved him to possess a 
consummate knowledge of human nature, 
especially of his own subjects. “ For,” add¬ 
ed he, ‘‘ the impression which the Nabob’s 
physiognomy made upon myself, was not a 
little encreased by its singularity.” From 
the universal testimony of all those Euro¬ 
peans who had opportunities of knowing this 
extraordinary Prince, it is unquestionable 
that his manners, voice, and deportment, 
were the most soft and ingratiating to be ima¬ 
gined, whenever he wished to please, or af¬ 
fected to be gracious and benign : but he was 
terrible, and often ferocious in his anger, like 
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the Caliph Haroun-Alraschid, or like Peter 
the First of Russia. He died of Abcesses, or 
Cancers, in his loins; probably, the conse¬ 
quences of debauchery; which carried him 
off before he attained to old age. After a 
war, which from its commencement at Lex¬ 
ington in 1775 , had lasted near eight years, 
the world began to enjoy repose : but the ef¬ 
forts made by the Coalition to Consolidate 
their political Power, soon produced at home 
the most violent convulsions, which termi¬ 
nated in their total downfal. 

Two great legal characters finished their 
course nearly together, in the Autumn of 
1783. Dunning, in August; and Wallace, 
in November. Both were eminent in their 
profession; but all the intellectual superiority 
lay on the side of the former. Yet fortune 
had a greater share than merit or talents, in 
elevating the one to the Peerage, while the 
other failed of attaining to that Eminence. 
If Lord North’s Administration had conti¬ 
nued two or three years longer, and conse¬ 
quently if Lord Shelburne had been excluded 
from Office, their destiny might probably 
have been reversed. I have been assured, 
that a short time before Lord Ashburton’s 
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decease, these two distinguished Lawyers 
finding themselves by accident in the same 
inn at Bagshot, the one, on his way down 
into Devonshire, and the other returning 
from thence to London; both of them com 
s.cious that their recovery from the disorders 
under which they laboured, was desperatej 
expressed a strong mutual wish to enjoy a last 
interview with each other. For that purpose, 
they were carried into the same apartment, 
]aid down-on two Sofas nearly opposite, and 
remained together for a long time in conver¬ 
sation. They then parted, as men who could 
not hope to meet again in this world. By 
Wallace’s decease, Lee became Attorney- 
General, and Mansfield was replaced in his 
.former, situation of Solicitor-General, which 
he had filled under Lord North’s Adminis¬ 
tration. . 

I passed a considerable part of the Autumn 
with Lord Sackville, at Drayton in North¬ 
amptonshire. Though in his sixty-eighth 
year, he possessed activity of body, cheerful¬ 
ness of temper, and the perfect possession of 
all his faculties. Drayton had formerly be¬ 
longed to the Mordaunts, Earls of Peterbo¬ 
rough, from whom it passed into the posses- 
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sion of Henry, Duke of Norfolk, by his mar¬ 
riage with Lady Mary Mordaunt, under the 
reign of William the Third. He did not 
however long retain it, having been divorced 
from the Duchess, on account of a criminal 
connexion which she carried on with Sir John 
Germain: and as the Duke had no issue by 
her, Drayton reverted to the lady. The room 
which had been occupied by Sir John Ger¬ 
main, when a visitor there in the Duke of 
Norfolk’s time, communicated by a spacious 
dark closet, with a large apartment, then the 
Duchess’s bed-chamber. This closet was di¬ 
vided by a wooden partition, of about six feet 
high, w'hich did not however reach half way 
to the ceiling. Sir John having, through the 
closet in question, gained access to the 
Duchess’s bed, was oiie day nearly surprized 
by the Duke; who, coming unexpectedly to 
the door, which he found shut and fastened, 
demanded admittance. The lover, thus in¬ 
terrupted, had only time to jump out of bed 
in his shirt, to reach the closet, and to mount 
astride on the boarded partition; where he 
sat under the greatest Alarm; not daring to 
descend on the other side, because the noise 
would have disclosed the place of his retreat. 
As if to encrease his apprehensions, the 
VOL. II. 2 D 



402 


HISTORICAL 


[1783. 

Duchess’s lap-dog, which lay near her bed¬ 
side, alarmed at the accident, followed him 
to the door of the closet, barking violently all 
the time. The Duke, nevertheless, did not 
discover him, nor even suspect his Wife’s In¬ 
fidelity; and he reached his own room in 
safety, after passing some minutes in a most 
perilous, as well as awkward situation. 

Lord Sackville having, as is well known, 
assumed the name of Germain, and having 
inherited the Estate of Dray ton, it was natural 
that I should enquire how he came to be 
called to that succession. He has frequently 
related to me the particulars, which I shall 
recount in his own words. 

‘‘ Sir John Germain’s extraction,” said he, 
“ which was uncertain, and variously report- 
ed, has given rise to much discussion. His 
reputed father bore Arms, as a private sol- 
" dier, in the Life Guards of William the 
Second, Prince of Orange : but his mother, 
“ who possessed great personal charms, fame 
asserted to have been that Prince’s mis- 
“ tress; and her son was believed to stand in 
‘‘ a very close degree of consanguinity to 
‘‘ King William the Third. Other circum- 



1783.] 


MEMOIRS. 


403 


stances tend to confirm this opinion. Sir 
John Germain inherited no paternal Coat 
“ of Armsi but he assumed, or rather used, 
as his seal and armorial bearing, a red 
“ Cross: meaning thereby probably to im- 
ply, that his pretensions ascended higher 
than his ostensible Birth. Even when, by 
“ the provisions of his widow. Lady Betty 
“ Germain’s Will, I inherited Drayton, on the 
“ condition of assuming the Name of Ger- 
‘‘ main, no mention was made of the Arms, 
as is customary in almost all similar cases. 
King William, with whom Sir John came 
“ over here from Holland, in 16S8, unques- 
tionably regarded him with distinguishing 
affection, and advanced him in life. He 
became a Member of Parliament, received 
“ the honor of Knighthood; and various pe- 
cuniary grants or donations to a consider- 
“ able amount, were conferred on him by 
that Prince. 

Sir John Germain, who possessed a very 
‘‘ handsome person, was always a distin- 
“ guished favorite of the other sex. His con- 
“ nexion with the Duchess of Norfolk, final- 
“ ly procured him this place and Estate, she 
‘‘ having married him, after obtaining a Di- 
2 D 2 
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vorce from her first husband. They lived 
‘‘ together several years j but no children 
being left alive, and the title of Earl of 
Peterborough having reverted to a collate- 
“ ral branch of the Mordaunt family, she be- 
queathed to bim, by her will, in the year 
“ T705, the house and property of Drayton, 
‘‘ which lay entirely in her own disposal. Sir 
John, who, though he was naturalized, and 
become by long residence in this Country,' 
in a great degree an Englishman; retained 
“ nevertheless many of the habits and parti- 
“ cularities of a native of Holland, attached 
himself much to my mother. She being 
the daughter of Marshal Colyear, brother 
to the first Earl of Portmore, who had en- 
tered early into the Dutch service, and who 
was an old friend of Sir John Germain ; he 
always called her his Countrywoman, visit- 
‘‘ ed frequently at my father’s house, and was 
“ kindly received by the Duke and Duchess 
“ of Dorset. Finding himself in possession 
of a considerable landed property, after the 
death of his wife; and desirous of transmit- 
“ ting it to his own descendants, but being 
destitute of any natural connexions, he me- 
ditated to engraft himself ion some .distin- 
guished’family of this kingdom. For the 
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“ express purpose, while resident at Bristol 
“ Wells, on account of his health, he cast his 
“ eyes upon Lady Betty Berkeley, a daughter 
of the Earl of Berkeley; whose birth, cha- 
racter, and accomplishments, rendered her 
every way worthy of his choice. She was 
indeed, many years younger than Sir John; 
but, as she possessed a superior understand- 
ing, added to the most correct deportment, 
she acquired great influence over him. 
“ Having been, herself, previously intimate 
with the Duchess of Dorset, the friendship 
between the two families became cemented 
“ by the alliance. Sir John Germain had 
“ several children by her, who all died young; 
and in the evening of his life, becoming a 
martyr to the Gout, as well as to other 
“ diseases. Lady Betty assiduously performed 
“ every duty of an affectionate wife, and of 
a careful nurse, about his person. 

“ A short time before his decease, which 
“ happened in the year 1718, having called 
her to his bedside; ‘ Lady Betty,’ said he, 
“ ‘ I have made you a very indifferent hus- 
“ band, and particularly of late years, when 
infirmities have rendered me a burden to 
myself: but I shall not be much longer 
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troublesome to you. I advise you never 
‘‘ again to marry an old man: but 1 strenu- 
ously exhort you to marry when I am 
gone, and I will endeavour to put it in 
your power. You have fulfilled every ob- 
‘‘ ligation towards me in an exemplary man- 
ner, and I wish to demonstrate my sense 
‘‘ of your merits. I have, therefore, by my 
“ AVill bequeathed you this Estate, which I 
received from my first wife; and which, as 
she gave to me, so I leave to you. I hope 
you w’ill marry, and have children to inhe- 
rit it. But, if events should determine 
otherwise, or if you should not have issue 
that survive 3 ^ou, it would give me pleasure 
to think, that Drayton descended after 
“ your decease, to a younger son of my 
‘‘ friend, the Duchess of Dorset.’ In conse- 
“ quence of this Wish, expressed by Sir John 
'' Germain on his death-bed, I now enjoy the 
Estate. Lady Betty, though young when 
“ left a widow, and though she survived him 
“ above fifty years, never married a second 
‘‘ time. Her friendship for my mother, al- 
“ ways continued without diminution; and 
“ her respect for the desire manifested by her 
husband, induced her to fulfil his wishes, to 
‘‘ the exclusion of any of her own relations.” 
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While writing on this subject, I shall en¬ 
deavour to throw into one point, some of the 
numerous particulars relative to his own fa¬ 
mily, which in the course of conversation I 
heard from Lord Sackville. They all may 
be said to hold, more or less, to English His¬ 
tory. In order to give them more verity and 
accuracy, I shall, as nearly as I am able, pre¬ 
sent them in his own words. 

The Sackvilles,’^ said he, “ who came in- 
to England with the Conqueror, and who 
derived their name from a small village of 
Low Normandy, have never branched in 
the lapse of more than seven Hundred years. 
“ During the two last Centuries, the family 
“ has produced three distinguished men 3 of 
“ whom the first was the Lord Treasurer 
“ Buckhurst, whom our great Elizabeth 
“ thought worthy to succeed Lord Burleigh 
“ in that high Office, and whom James the 
‘‘ First created Earl of Dorset. It would 
have been fortunate for the Scottish King, 
‘‘ if he had presided longer in the Councils 
“ of the Crown; but he soon followed his 
“ royal Mistress, and made way, after a short 
“ interval, for those favourites, Carr and Vil- 
“ liers, who covered James with disgrace. 
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His grandson,.Edward, Earl of Dorset, the 
friend and contemporary of Lord Her- 
bert of. Cherbury, but, better known by 
his Duel with Lord Bruce, performed ;an 
eminent part under Charles the First. He 
accompanied that.Prince during the civil 
‘‘ wars, and fought in most of the actions, 
from Edge Hill, down to Naseby. But, 
‘‘ like the virtuous Lord Falkland, he re- 
‘‘ gretted and lamented the very advantages 
to which he contributed by his sword. 
Many of his letters,, written between 1643, 
.and 1646, which are preserved among the 
Dorset Papers; descriptive of the-scenes 
of havock then acting in every part of 
“ the kingdom, convey a high idea of his 
“ principles. His days were embittered and 
abbreviated by his royal Master’s tragical 
“ end, which he only survived about three 
years. 

My Grandfather, Charles, commonly 
‘‘ called the witty Earl of Dorset, died about 
ten years before I was born, after having 
survived in a great degree his faculties. 
Fie, was during his whole life, the patron of 
men of genius, and the dupe of women. 
Bountiful beyond Measure to both, though 
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“ he inherited not only the paternal Estate 
of the Sackvilles, but likewise that of the 
“ Cranfields, Earls of Middlesex, in right of 
his mother j yet at his decease, my father, 
then eighteen years of age, possessed so 
slender a fortune, that his guardians, when 
“ they sent him to travel on the Continent, 
allowed him only eight hundred Pounds a 
“ year, for his provision. Charles, Earl of 
“ Dorset, married three times; but only one 
of these marriages contributed either to 
“ his honour, or to his felicity. His first 
‘‘ wife was the celebrated Countess of Fal- 
mouth, well known by her Gallantries j 
the Miss Bagot of ‘ Grammont’s Memoirs,’ 
‘‘ whom Dryden has.designated as 

‘ A teeming widow, but a barren wife.’ 

Happily she left him no issue; and in his 
“ second matrimonial connexion he consulted 
not only his inclination, but hisjiidgeinent, 
when he gave his hand to a daughter of 
the Earl of Northampton. He had then 
‘‘ nearly attained his fiftieth year; and as he 
was only twenty-three at the time of 
Charles the Second’s Restoration, the ex- 
“ cesses of that dissolute reign, in which 
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‘‘ Lord Dorset led the way, had already en- 
feebled his constitution. Strongly attached 
“ to the principles of civil liberty, he quitted 
James the Second, when that infatuated 
Prince attempted to introduce Popery j 
“ and conducted the Princess Anne of Den- 
mark from her father’s Palace at Whitehall, 
to the Coach which waited for her in St. 
James’s Park, in order to convey her to 
Nottingham. While crossing over from 
the Palace to the Park, by night, and in 
Winter, one of her Royal Highness’s shoes 
sticking fast in the mud, the accident 
threatened to impede her escape; but Lord 
‘‘ Dorset immediately drawing off his white 
“ glove, put it on the Princess’s foot, and 
“ placed her safely in the Carriage. To King 
William, my Grandfather rendered himself 
“ not less acceptable, than he had been to 
“ Charles the Second; and I have always 
been assured that it only depended on him- 
self, to have been raised to a Dukedom 
under William’s reign; but his wife’s rela- 
tions, the Comptons, treating the matter, 
when he mentioned it to them, with great 
“ indifference, he said, ‘ the Earldom of Dor- 
set was quite good enough for him.’ In 
fact, my father only attained to that Dig- 
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nity, near thirty years afterwards, under 
George the First. 

Extenuated by pleasures and indulgen- 
cies, the Earl of Dorset sunk under a pre- 
mature old age; though not as early as 
Rochester, Buckingham, and so man}'- 
“ others of his contemporaries had done, in- 
eluding Charles the Second himself; all of 
whom fell victims to their immoderate 
pursuit of enjoyments. A few years be- 
fore he died, he married a woman named 
“ Roche, of very obscure connexions, who 
held him in a sort of captivity down at 
‘‘ Bath, where he expired at about sixty-nine. 
She suffered few persons to approach him 
during his last illness, or rather decay; and 
was supposed to have converted his weak- 
ness of mind, to her own objects of per- 
“ sonal acquisition. He was indeed consi- 
dered to be fallen into a state of such im- 
becility, as would render it necessary to 
appoint guardians, with a view to prevent 
his injuring the family Estate : but the in- 
tention was nevertheless abandoned. You 
“ have no doubt heard, and it is a fact, that 
with a view of ascertaining whether Lord 
Dorset continued to be of a sane mind. 
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“ Pnor, whom he had patronized and always 
“ regarded with predilection, was sent down 
“ to Bath by the family. Having obtained 
“ access to the Earl, and conversed with 
him. Prior made his report in these wmrds. 
‘ Lord Dorset is certainly greatly declined 
“ in his understandingbut he drivels so 
“ much better sense even now, than any 
other man can talk, that you must not call 
me into Court, as a witness to prove him 
an idiot.’ 

My father having lost his own mother 
“ when very young, W'as brought up chiefly 
by the Dowager Countess of Northampton, 
“ his grandmother j who being particularly 
“ acceptable to Queen Mary, she command- 
ed the Countess always to bring her little 
“ grandson. Lord Buckhurst, to Kensington 
Palace, though at that time hardly four 
“ years of agej and he was allowed to amuse 
“ himself with a child’s Cart in the Gallery. 
King William, like almost all Dutchmen, 
never failed to attend the tea table, every 
“ evening. It happened that Her Majesty 
having, one afternoon, by his desire, made 
“ tea, and waiting for the King’s arrival, who 
was engaged on business in his Cabinet, 
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at the other extremity of the Gallery j the 
‘‘ boy hearing the Queen express her impa- 
“ tience at the delay; ran away to the closet, 
“ dragging after ;him the Cart. When he 
“ arrived at the door, he knocked; and the 
“ King asking ‘ Who is there ?’■ ‘ Lord Buck,’ 
“ answered he, ‘ And what does Lord Buck 
“ want with me?’ replied His Majesty. 
“ ‘ You must come to tea directly,’ said he, 
“ ‘ the Queen is waiting for you.’ King 
“ William immediately laid down his pen, 
“ and opened the door; then taking the child 
“ in his arms, placed Lord Buckhurst in 
“ the Cart, and seizing the pole, drew them 
“ both along the Gallery, quite to the room 
“ in which were seated the. Queen, Lady 
“ Northampton, arid the company. But, no 
“ sooner had he entered the Apartment, 
“ than, exhausted with the effort, which had 
“ forced the blood upon his lungs, and being 
“ naturally asthmatic, he threw himself into 
“ a chair, and for some minutes was inca- 
‘‘ pable of uttering a word, breathing with 
“ the utmost difficulty.. The Countess of 
“ Northampton, shocked at the consequences 
“ of her grandson’s indiscretion, which threw 
“ the whole Circle into great consternation, 
“ vyould have punished him : but the King 
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‘‘ interposed in his behalf; and the story is 
“ chiefly interesting, because, (as serving to 
shew how kindly he could behave towards 
a troublesome child,) it places that Prince 
‘‘ in a more amiable point of view, than he is 
‘‘ commonly represented in History. Henry 
“ the Fourth of France, when playing with 
‘‘ his own children, could not have mani- 
fested more amenity, or good Humour. 
“ The Queen being accustomed to take Lord 
Buckhurst in her arms, and to caress him 
when he came to Kensington; his Nurse, 
“ aware of the circumstance, gave him se- 
“ cretly a written paper, which she charged 
‘‘ him to deliver privately to Her Majesty. 
“ He did so, without acquainting Lady 
‘‘ Northampton, who being present, would 
have interposed to prevent him: but the 
“ Queen insisted on perusing its contents. 
“ It contained a petition drawn up by the 
woman, in favour of her brother, then con- 
demned to death for a capital crime. 
‘‘ Queen Mary, touched with the incident, 
laid it before the King, who caused enquiry 
to be made into the circumstances of the 
‘‘ case, with a view of extending mercy to 
“ the culprit. On examination, the crime, 
from its magnitude, not admitting of par- 
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don, the Queen, as the only alleviation left 
‘‘ in her power to bestow, gave Lord Buck- 
'' hurst a purse containing ten Jacobusses; 

enjoining him to present it to his Nurse 
“ from herself, with the assurances of her 
‘‘ concern at the impossibility that existed, 
‘‘ of saving her brother’s life.” 

‘‘ I was born,” continued Lord Sackville, 
‘‘ in the year 1716, in the Haymarket, where 
‘‘ my father then resided; and received my 
name from George the First, who was my 
‘‘ Godfather, having honoured the ceremony 
‘‘ of my Baptism by his personal presence. 
‘‘ One of the earliest circumstances which 
‘‘ made an impression on my mind, was that 
of being carried, at five years of age, by 
‘‘ the servants, to the gate of St. James’s 
‘‘ Palace, in order to see the great Duke of 
Marlborough, as he came out of Court. 
He was then in a state of caducity; but 
‘‘ still retained the vestiges of a most graceful 
“ figure, though he was obliged to be sup- 
“ ported by a servant on each side, while the 
“ tears ran down his cheeks, just- as he is 
drawn by Dr. Johnson, who says. 

From Marlborough’s Eyes, the Tears of Dotage flow.” 
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“ The populace cheered him, while passing' 
through the crowd to enter his carriage. 

I have however heard my father assert, that 
“ the Duke of Marlborough by no means fell 
into irrecoverable or settled Dotage, as 
“ we commonly suppose j but manifested at 
times a sound.understanding, till within a 
“ very short period of his Decease j occa- 
“ sionally attending the privy Council, and 
sometimes speaking in his official capacity, 
“ on points of public business, with his for- 
‘‘ mer ability. 

No man manifested greater zeal than my 
father, for the succession in the House of 
‘‘ Brunswic. After Queen Anne’s death in 
“ 1714 , he was sent to Hanover, returned 
“ with the new King from Heren Hausen to 
England in September, and had the ho- 
nour to accompany George the First, in the 
“ Coach which conveyed him on his landing, 
from Greenwich to London. Thirty-three 
years before, he had been a suitor for the 
“ hand of the Queen, whom he then sue- 
ceeded; having come over with that view 
from Germany to this country in 1681, by 
‘‘ permission of his father, Ernest Augus- 
“ tus j but the proposition failed of success. 
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“ On his return, riding a common post horse 
“ from London to Gravesend, where he took 
“ shipping for Holland, the horse and the 
“ road being equally bad, he got a severe 

fall, and arrived at Gravesend covered with 
“ mud. The King, who related this circura- 
“ stance to Lord Dorset, as they came up 
“ together in the Coach, recognized and 
“ pointed out the spot where the misadven* 
“ ture befel him. 

“ When the intelligence of his decease, 
“ which took place near Osnabrugh, in the 
“ end of July, 1727, arrived in London j the 
“ Cabinet having immediately met, thought 
“ proper to despatch the Duke of Dorset 
“ with the news, to the Prince of Wales. 
“ He then resided at Kew, in a state of great 
“ alienation from the King 5 the two Courts 
“ maintaining no communication. Some 
“ little time being indispensable to enable my 
“ father to appear in a suitable manner be- 
‘‘ fore the new Monarch, he sent forward the 
“ Duchess his wife, in order to announce 
‘‘ the event.. She arrived at Kew, just as 
“ the Prince, according to his invariable 
“ custom, having undressed himself after din- 
“ ner, had lain down in bed. The Duchess 
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“ demanding permission to see him im- 
“ mediately, on business of the greatest 
“ importance, the servants acquainted the 
“ Princess of Wales with her arrival; and 
“ the Ducliess, without a moment’s hesita- 
“ tion, informed her Royal Highness, that 
“ George the First lay dead at Osnabrugh; 
“ that the Cabinet had ordered her husband 
“ to be the bearer of the intelligence to his 
“ successor, and that the Duke would follow 
her in a short time. She added, that not 
“ a moment should be lost in communicating 
“ so great an event to the Prince, as the Mi- 
“ nisters wished him to come up to London 
“ that evening, in order to summon a Privy 
“ Council, issue a Proclamation, and take 
“ other requisite measures at the commence- 
“ ment of a new Reign. 

“ To . the propriety of all these Steps the 
“ Princess assented; but at the same time 
informed the Duchess, that she could not 
“ venture to enter Jier husband’s room, as 
“ he had only just taken off his cloaths, and 
composed himself to Sleep. ‘ Besides,' 
“ added she, ‘ the Prince will not give credit 
to the intelligence; but will exclaim that 
“ it ia a trick, designed for the purpose of 
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exposing him.’ The Duchess continuing 
‘‘ nevertheless to remonstrate with Her Royal 
‘‘ Highness, on the injurious consequences of 
“ losing time; and adding, that the Duke of 
“ Dorset would expect to find the Prince not 
‘‘ only apprized of it, but ready to accom- 
“ pany him to London; the Princess of 
‘‘ Wales took off her shoes, opened the Cham- 
“ ber door softly, and advanced up to the 
“ Bed-side, while my Mother remained at 
‘‘ the threshold, till she should be allowed to 
“ enter the Apartment. As soon as the 
“ Princess came near the Bed’ a voice from 
‘‘ under the cloaths cried out in German, 
‘‘ * Was is das ? ’ ‘lam come. Sir,’ an- 
“ swered she, ‘ to announce to you the 
“ death of the King, which has taken place 
“ in Germany.’ ‘ That is one damned lye, 
“ one damned trick von my father,’ returned 
“ the Prince, ‘ I do not believe one word of 
“ it.’ ‘ Sir,’ said the Princess, ‘ it is most 
“ certain. The Duchess of Dorset has just 
“ brought the intelligence, and the Duke 
“ will be here immediately. The Ministers 
“ hope that you will repair to town this 
“ evening, as your presence there is indis- 
“ pensable. Her Royal Highness then threw 
“ herself on her knees, to kiss the new King’s 
2 E 2 
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‘‘ hand; and beckoning to the Duchess of 
“ Dorset to advance, she came in likewise, 
“ knelt down, and assured him of the indis- 
putable truth of his father’s Decease. Con- 
“ vinced at length of the fact, he consented 
“ to get up and dress himself. The Duke of 
“ Dorset arriving in his Coach and six, al- 
“ most immediately afterwards, George the 
“ Second quitted Kew the same evening, for 
“ London.” I return to the progress of 
public affairs. 

November.] When we reflect on the manner 
in which Fox had attained to Power; as well 
as on the long, though ineffectual Resistance 
made by the King; followed by his sullen 
Resignation under a Yoke which he found it 
impossible to elude, or to throw off;—when 
we consider these Facts, it cannot excite 
Surprize, that Fox should meditate the Means 
of confirming and perpetuating his precarious 
tenure of Office. He felt himself personally 
odious to the Sovereign, whom he had too 
deeply offended, easily to obtain Forgiveness. 
From that Quarter therefore, he well knew 
that he might be undermined or subverted; 
but he could not hope to receive a cordial 
Support. Unfortunately, he had likewise re- 
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cently lost in a very considerable Degree, the 
Confidence and Attachment of the People. 
So long as the American War lasted, he re¬ 
tained, in Defiance of his private Irregulari¬ 
ties, their ardent Affection. Of this Senti¬ 
ment, they gave him many Proofs; particu¬ 
larly after his Duel with Mr. Adam, when 
the Wound which he received, exciting Ap¬ 
prehensions for his Life, the Populace sur¬ 
rounded his Lodgings, with Testimonies of 
clamorous Anxiety, as well as of correspond¬ 
ing Resentment against his ministerial and 
personal Opponents, 

Since that Time, the Inhabitants of West¬ 
minster manifesting the same Partiality, had 
elected him one of their Representatives in 
Parliament; a Situation which enabled him 
not only to defend their Liberties in the 
House of Commons; but, conferred likewise 
the Means of convoking, haranguing, and 
propelling them in tumultuary Assemblies, 
convened for the express Purpose, in West¬ 
minster Hall. To a Man of Fox’s Energy 
and Talents, this additional Facility of thus 
presiding in a species of Mob, at the very 
Door of the two Houses of Parliament, as 
well as at a very inconsiderable Distance 
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from the royal Residence, doubled his Conse¬ 
quence; and might be said to render him a 
Tribune of the People, in the most literal 
sense of the Word, nearly as that Office 
was exercised in ancient Rome, previous to 
the Subversion of the Common-wealth. Nor 
had his popularity suffered at all in the ge¬ 
neral Estimation, by his Acceptance of Office 
under Lord Rockingham ; though the Fallacy 
and Delusion of many of his Promises or 
Assertions, had become sufficiently manifest, 
even during his short Stay in the Cabinet, 
under that Administration. On the Motives, 
and on the Propriety or Necessity, of his Re¬ 
signation, after Lord Shelburne’s Elevation to 
the Head of the Treasury, Mankind seemed 
indeed divided; some applauding it, as an 
Act of magnanimous public Virtue, Renun¬ 
ciation, and Self-Devotion; while others be¬ 
held in it only personal Rivality, Enmity, and 
Resentment. 

But, relative to his Junction with his present 
Colleague Lord North, the Suffrages of the 
World, from the highest, down to the lowest 
Classes, united to reprobate it in a greater, or 
in a less Degree. And I have always thought 
that Fox himself, in his Impatience to regain 
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Office, miscalculated, or did not sufficiently 
appreciate, the Operations on the public 
Mind, of his Conduct j in thus taking to 
his Bosom in March, 1783, the very Minis¬ 
ter, on whose Head, in March, 1782, he had 
invoked the utmost Vengeance of an offended 
and ruined Nation. Some longer interval of 
Time was required, to reconcile Men to such 
an apparent Dereliction of Principle, and so 
total a Sacrifice of Decorum, at the shrine of 
Ambition. Here the Transmutation had been 
so rapid, as not only to shock the most ordi¬ 
nary Understandings but even to impress 
with secret Concern or Disgust, many of 
those who, nevertheless, affected to justify, 
and to support the Measure. Pope says. 

Lust, through some certain Strainers well refined, 

“ Is gentle Love, and charms all Female kind.” 

But it must pass through those Refiners, 
and leave its Dross behind, or conceal it, be¬ 
fore Love can charm, or challenge Respect. 
I have heard Colonel Macalister, late Gover¬ 
nor of the island of Penang in the East Indies, 
frequently assert, that there existed in the 
Town of that Colony, a Receptacle or Space 
of Ground, surrounded by walls, into which 
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was commonly thrown every species of cor¬ 
rupted and putrefied Substance. In a hot 
Climate, the process from Dissolution to Re¬ 
vivification, we know, is very quick. Mag¬ 
gots in immense numbers, of a prodigious 
Size, were speedily generated or produced 
from this Filth ; which the Chinese Inhabi¬ 
tants of the Settlement, who possessed no 
Means of regular Subsistence, and who there¬ 
fore, were not fastidious about their Diet, 
used to collect with Rakes, from off the 
Heaps of Carcases, and to devour immediate¬ 
ly, after frying them in Ghee, or melted 
Butter. Colonel Macalister indeed added, 
that the Chinese who used such Aliments, 
became subject to cutaneous and leprous Dis¬ 
eases of the most inveterate Kind. We per¬ 
ceive however, that all animal and vegetable 
Substances perpetually change their Forms; 
and disgusting as this Recital may be, that 
Sentiment only arises from the Rapidity of 
the Metamorphosis. Precisely of the same 
Kind, in a political Sense, appeared the Coali¬ 
tion between Lord North and Fox; a Trans¬ 
formation, which being consummated in the 
Space of a few Hours, was then imposed 
upon the House of Cornmons and the Nation. 
But, the English, indignant at such a com- 
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pact, which revolted their moral Feelings; 
rejected in general with Abhorrence, the 
Dish served up to them, and dismissed the 
State Cooks who had prepared it for the 
Country. 

Well aware as Fox was therefore, that 
though he had a second time forced his way 
into high Employment, yet that he neither 
enjoyed the favor of the Crown, nor any 
longer possessed the affection of the People 
in general; it was natural he should look to 
some other Quarter, for permanent support. 
In the two Houses of Parliament, where he 
commanded a decided majority, he beheld the 
foundation on which he might construct a 
Citadel, unassailable, as he conceived, either 
by the Sovereign, or by the Nation. India, 
which presented the materials for his edifice, 
seemed to invite his exertions to re-model that 
vast Empire, convulsed and half subverted by 
internal discord or corruption, added to ex¬ 
ternal hostilities. Burke, whose friend or re¬ 
lation of the same name, William Burke, was 
already stationed in the East, as Agent with 
the Rajah of Tanjore; and who had, himself, 
taken a most active part in all the Parliamen¬ 
tary Discussions arising out of the Reports of 
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the Secret and Select Committees, during the 
two preceding Sessions; aspired with equal 
ardor, to second Fox in this great under¬ 
taking. It had even been announced from 
the Throne, when the King terminated the 
sitting of Parliament, in the preceding month 
of July, that India would form the first ob¬ 
ject of their Deliberations, on their again 
meeting for business. 

During the course of the Autumn, Fox 
and Burke therefore drew up, and prepared 
the memorable Bill, which it was intended to 
introduce, as soon as the Session should com¬ 
mence in November. They communicated 
all the heads and outlines of it to Lord North; 
with whom, indeed, as being in his Depart¬ 
ment, the Measure ought strictly to have ori¬ 
ginated: but, who was induced in this in¬ 
stance, as in many other cases, to allow the 
superior energies of his Colleague, added to 
the superior information possessed by Burke 
on the subject, to supplant, and in some mea¬ 
sure to supersede him in his official functions. 
The Bill, thus far organized, and having been 
approved in the Cabinet, was then submitted 
to the King, for his private perusal and sanc¬ 
tion ; accompanied with becoming expres- 
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sions on their part, of the wish and desire en¬ 
tertained by Ministers, to accommodate it to 
His Majesty’s ideas upon every point, before 
it should be brought into Parliament. Un¬ 
able of himself, without some assistance, to 
form a competent judgement upon its com¬ 
plicated provisions, operation, and general 
results, it was understood and believed that 
the King had early thought proper to lay it 
confidentially before Lord Thurlow; desiring 
at the same time to know his legal opinion 
respecting its nature. Common rumour added, 
that the opinion delivered by Lord Thurlow, 
represented it as calculated to render Minis¬ 
ters independent of the Crown, and as con¬ 
taining many Clauses injurious to, or nearly 
subversive of, the British Constitution itself: 
but, that His Majesty was advised to wait for 
its more complete developement, before he 
expressed any disapprobation, or attempted 
any resistance. Such might be considered 
the general state and aspect of things in the 
first days of November, when a curious inci¬ 
dent which unexpectedly took place at St. 
James’s, and which excited no little specula¬ 
tion, seemed to shew that the ground on 
which the Ministry stood, was hollow and 
treacherous. 
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Sir Eyre Coote, who long commanded the 
armies of the East India Company, on the 
Coast of Coromandel, with distinguished re¬ 
putation ; after repulsing Hyder Ally, and 
rescuing the Carnatic, expired at Madras, 
worn out and extenuated by disease, on the 
26 th of April, 1783 ^ having survived his An¬ 
tagonist Hyder, scarcely five months. The 
intelligence of his Decease, which was trans¬ 
mitted overland, reached Leaden hall Street, 
early in November. No sooner had it been 
communicated to Fox, than he immediately 
destined the Riband of the Order of the Bath, 
which became vacant on Sir Eyre’s death, 
for one of his intimate friends, Mr. Bielby 
Thompson. This Gentleman, who possessed 
a very fine Estate in Yorkshire, at Wetherby 
Grange, near the town of that name, sat 
at the time in Parliament, as Member for 
Thirske in the County of York. Fox, after 
conferring on the subject, with the Duke of 
Portland and Lord North, whom he ac¬ 
quainted with his intentions, repaired to St. 
James’s; where having gone into the Closet, 
he announced to the King, the event that had 
taken place in India. He then mentioned 
Mr. Thompson, as the person whom he 
wished, on the part of Ministers, to recom- 
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mend for the vacant Riband 3 and His Ma¬ 
jesty in answer, seems to have expressed that 
species of acquiescence, more probably tacit, 
than couched in precise words, which the Se¬ 
cretary at once interpreted, whether judici¬ 
ously or not, to constitute full compliance. 
Without waiting therefore, for any more ex¬ 
plicit declaration from the King on the sub¬ 
ject, as prudence seemed to dictate, Fox in¬ 
formed Mr. Thompson, of his having received 
the royal assent j and added, that the Inves¬ 
titure would take place at the next Levee. 
Directions were accordingly issued to Norroy 
King of Arms, and the proper officers belong¬ 
ing to the Heralds’ College, to attend at St. 
James’s for the purpose. The circumstance 
being publickly known, Mr. Thompson was 
felicitated by anticipation, on the honour des¬ 
tined for him: but the sequel proved that 
Fox had either miscalculated or misunder¬ 
stood, the whole transaction. 

On the day fixed. His Majesty went to St. 
James’s at the usual hour, to prepare for the 
Levee. After he had finished dressing, he 
sent out the Groom of the Bed Chamber in 
waiting, as was his frequent custom, to bring 
him information relative to the number of 
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persons who were arrived. The Gentleman 
returning, acquainted the King, that besides 
a great croud come to attend the Levee, the 
Officers of the Bath stood likewise withouti 
ready for the Investiture. With some sur¬ 
prize marked in his countenance, the King 
asked, what Investiture he meant? To which 
question he replied, not without hesitation; 
that he understood it was intended to confer 
the Order of the Bath on Mr. Bielby Thomp¬ 
son, who was attending there in person for 
that express purpose. His Majesty made no 
answer; and immediately afterwards, the 
Duke of Portland entering, went into the 
Closet. In the course of his Audience, the 
King observed to him, that no official account 
having been as yet received from India, of Sir 
Eyre Coote’s death; however authentic the 
information of that event, transmitted from 
Madras, might prove; and his Riband, toge¬ 
ther with the other Insignia of the Order, not 
having been hitherto delivered back to him¬ 
self; he apprehended it informal to fill up the 
vacancy, till those points were previously as¬ 
certained and executed. The Duke, taken by 
surprize, after attempting respectfully to 
bring His Majesty to another way of think¬ 
ing, withdrew; and finding Mr. Fox in the 



MEMOIRS, • 


431 


1783 .] 

next room, communicated to him this most 
unexpected and mortifying piece of infor¬ 
mation. 

The.Secretary, equally astonished, as well 
as chagrined, instantly went in, when a long 
conversation took place between him and the 
Sovereign. In its progress. Fox stated that 
having, some days preceding, laid the busi¬ 
ness before His Majesty; and conceiving that 
he had obtained his royal approbation and 
consent to confer on Mr. Thompson the va¬ 
cant Red Riband, it had been so signified to 
that Gentleman j who, together with the pro¬ 
per Officers, were then waiting without, in 
readiness for the Cererhony. He added, that 
in Point of Fact, no possible doubt could be 
entertained of Sir Eyre Coote’s deaths and 
that a disappointment, after the preparations 
and publicity of the affair, could not fail to be 
attended with very unpleasant consequences 
to Administration, in the general opinion. 
To all these arguments and expostulations, 
the King, after alleging his own reasons, re¬ 
mained inflexible. Fox therefore quitting the 
Closet, returned to his Colleagues, various of 
whom, assembled in the outer room, were 
waiting under considerable anxiety, and im¬ 
parted to them the unsuccessful result of his 



432 


HISTORICAL 


[ 1783 . 

Audience. No little confusion ensued among 
them. Mr. Thompson, apprized of the mor¬ 
tifying fact, returned home. The officers 
of the Bath^ ordered to withdraw, were ac¬ 
quainted that the Ceremony expected, would 
not take place on that day. Every person 
present, formed his own comments or conjec¬ 
tures, respecting the scene which had just 
passed under his Eyes: and the old Cour¬ 
tiers did not fail to draw inferences from it, 
highly adverse to the Duration of Ministers. 
It was obvious that the King, who felt no dis¬ 
position to oblige them, had got possession of 
the advantage ground in the contest; whereas 
Fox had acted with some degree of indiscre¬ 
tion, as well as Precipitation, in presuming 
upon an assent, rather implied or assumed, 
than unequivocally expressed. Many men 
considered the whole proceeding, as a thing 
concerted, and the result of deeper causes 
than were apparent to common observers. 
By exposing the Administration to ridicule, 
as well as to mortification, it unquestionably 
served to prepare the public mind, for some 
approaching convulsion or. alteration in the 
Government. 

If the business of Sir Eyre Coote’s Riband, 
was attended with these unpleasant results to 
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the Ministry, they received on the otlier 
hand, just at this time, a prodigious acces¬ 
sion of strength and consideration, from the 
avowed junction of the Prince of Wales 5 
who having attained his twenty-first year in 
the preceding month of August, had recently 
established his Court and residence at Carlton 
House. Nature had bestowed uncommon 
Graces on his figure and person. Convivial, 
as well as social in his temper, destitute of 
all reserve, and affable even to familiarity in 
his reception of every person who had the 
honor to approach him; he presented in these 
respects, a contrast to the shy, correct, and 
distant manners of the King his father. En¬ 
dowed with all the aptitudes to profit of in¬ 
struction, his mind had been cultivated with 
great care; and he was probably the only 
Prince in Europe, Heir to a. powerful Mo¬ 
narchy, competent to peruse the Greek, as 
well as the Roman Poets and Historians, in 
their own language. Capable of warm and 
steady Friendship, he possessed a Heart not 
less susceptible of Love, and alive to the Im¬ 
pressions, as well as to the Seduction, of fe¬ 
male Charms. Humane and compassionate, 
his purse was open to every application of dis¬ 
tress; nor was it ever shut against Genius or 
VOL. ii. ’ 2 F 
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Merit. Even if these virtues were mingled 
with considerable alloy, yet his facility, his 
ardent Pursuit of pleasure, and his inatten¬ 
tion to Economy, all might derive some 
Apology from his youth, and the Elevation 
on which he stood; circumstances that ne¬ 
cessarily exposed him to great, as well as 
corresponding temptations of every kind. 

Nor ought we, if we candidly examine the 
subject, to feel either surprize, or any degree 
of moral disapprobation, at the predilection 
and preference which he had imbibed, and 
which he openly manifested for an Adminis¬ 
tration, odious to his father. AVhen he looked 
back on the twenty-three j'-ears of George 
the Third’s Reign, he beheld little matter of 
admiration, though ample reason for regret. 
At the peace of 1763, Lord Bute had sacri¬ 
ficed or restored to France and Spain, almost 
all the acquisitions of Pitt, Wilkes and 

Junius,” aided by Churchill and Mason, 
had covered with Opprobrium or with Ridi¬ 
cule, the Ministers employed between the 
Treaty of Fontainbleau, and the commence¬ 
ment of the American War: nor had the Sove¬ 
reign himself escaped their severe animadver¬ 
sions on his personal conduct and government. 
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In the gulf of the American contest, the 
treasures of England had been expended, her 
Navy disgraced, her commerce nearly der 
stroyed, her public burthens accumulntedi 
her national Debt immensely augmented, her 
Armies defeated or made prisoners, and we 
had finally lost a vast Empire beyond;.the 
Atlantic. Precisely as this calamitous Con¬ 
summation took place, the Prince of Wales, 
enierging from the restraint under which he 
had been hitherto held, made his appearance 
on the theatre of public life, and emancipated 
himself from parental superintendance or 
controul. It was not merely natural, but al¬ 
most unavoidable, that he should view those 
events through the Optics and representations 
of Fox and Burke, rather than through any 
other medium. Neither George the Second, 
nor Frederick his son, could plead the same 
Apology, or exhibit such valid causes to jus¬ 
tify enlisting, as they respectively did, under 
the party adverse to the measures of the 
Crown. Fox and his Friends, who well knew 
how to improve these favourable circum¬ 
stances, contrived to effect a deep, as well as 
a permanent impression on the aflections, no 
less than on the understanding, of the Fleir 
Apparent. 


o F 2 
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11 th November.] The Session of Parlia¬ 
ment now commenced ; a Session rendered 
memorable beyond any other of the long 
reign of George the Third, by the magnitude, 
singularity, and importance of its events. A 
species of ostensible unanimity, like the Calm 
that precedes the Storm, characterized its 
opening j Mr. Pitt concurring in the Address 
to the Throne moved by Administration, for 
approving the definitive Treaties concluded 
with France, Spain, and America: though 
he did not fail to remark with indignant as¬ 
perity, on the inconsistence of thanking the 
Crown for merely consummating the very 
work, of which he and his Colleagues had 
laid all the foundations 3 in consequence of 
which national benefit, they had been driven 
from Office. Fox, with much ingenuity, en¬ 
deavoured to demonstrate to the House, that 
the Definitive Treaties, far from being servile 
transcripts of the Preliminaries, were on the 
contrary, materially altered in favour of this 
Country. And with a view to prove his as¬ 
sertion, he particularized three Articles, on 
each of which, as he asserted, important 
Ameliorations had taken place. These were, 
first, relative, to the condition of the British 
inhabitants of the Island of Tobago ; secondly. 
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an accurate definition of the Geographical 
limits, within which the Gum Trade on the 
coast of Africa might in future be carried on 3 
and lastly, the precise Boundaries affixed to 
the possessions of our Allies in the East Indies. 
I own however, that the aggregate merit of 
these concessions, or rather alterations, did 
not appear to me entitled to much Encomium. 
They seemed to be rather inaccuracies or 
inadvertencies, which every Administration 
must equally have perceived and remedied, 
after the Lapse of a few months. 

Pitt made no answer to the Secretary of 
State’s Speech, in the progress of which, 
he had announced his intention of bringing 
forward almost immediately, his plan for the 
new government of India. But Governor 
Johnstone, with the warmth, not to say vio¬ 
lence, which characterized every sentiment 
that usually fell from his lips, claimed for 
Mr. Hastings all the merit of expelling Tippoo 
Sultan from the Carnatic, as well as of effect¬ 
ing a Treaty of Peace with the Mharatta 
Empire: Services, which, if they were justly 
due to the ability or wisdom of the Governor 
General, might have challenged higher testi¬ 
monies of national or parliamentary appro- 
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bation, than Fox’s boasted improvements? 
contained in the Definitive Treaty made with 
France. Johnstone concluded by warning 
the Ministers, not to enforce any plans for the 
Administration of India, without previously 
consulting the persons, who,-from local know¬ 
ledge and experience, knew the remedies 
most applicable to the disorders of those re¬ 
mote and valuable Possessions. The Trea¬ 
sury Bench observed a profound silence, and 
the House soon afterwards broke up; all men 
looking forward with anxiety to the great 
Measure now announced from official autho¬ 
rity, and of \vhtch the leading features were 
already known from common Report, to be 
of the most vigorous, as well as affirmative 
nature. The celebrated “ East India Bill” 
followed; after the interval of a fevv days. It 
was natural to suppose that I.ord North; 
within whose Department lay all regulation 
of our concerns in that quarter of the Globe, 
would of coui'se open the Measure to the 
House. But, instead of so doing, he ab¬ 
sented himself on account of indisposition; 
leaving Fox to perform the task; a line of 
conduct, which, whether it arose from real 
necessitj’',. or whether it was preconcerted, 
operated very disadvantageously on the minds 
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of many individuals attaclied to Lord North, 
who had hitherto supported the Coalition. 
They beheld themselves in fact, completely 
abandoned by their antient Leader, who 
seemed to have delivered up himself, his fol¬ 
lowers, his Sovereign, and his political prin¬ 
ciples, to the uncontrouled dominion of his 
new Associates, Fox and Burke. 

It is no longer possible, after the lapse of 
above thirty years, to deceive either ourselves 
or mankind, relative to the nature, provisions, 
and effects of the Bill in question. Its most 
determined enemies cannot dispute the ener¬ 
gy, vigor, and decision, which breathed 
through every Clause 3 nor will candid men 
refuse to allow the beneficial tendency of 
many of its regulations. But, neither can the 
friends of Fox, however they may idolize his 
memory, deny the unwarrantable spirit of 
Ambition, rapacity, and confiscation, by 
which it was equally distinguished. The 
instant seizure of all tlie effects, papers, and 
possessions of a great chartered Company; 
the total extinction of the Court of Directors, 
who had so long conducted its affairs; and 
the substitution of two new Boards, named 
by the Ministry, through the medium of Par- 
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liament, for the future Government of India; 

‘—these Measures, however their necessity 
might apparently be made out, seemed rather 
revolutionary subversions of property by ar¬ 
bitrary authority, than suited to the mild, 
moderate, and equitable spirit of the British 
Constitution. Other features of the Billy ap¬ 
peared still more open to objection, since 
they evidently vested in Administration, and 
therefore in Fox, as the Ministerial Leader, 
a power independant of the Sovereign. Such, 
in particular, might be esteemed the Clause, 
which extended the duration of the Act, to 
four, years j a term exceeding the possible 
period to which the existence of the House of 
Commons then sitting, could be protracted, 
they having already entered on their fourth 
Session. 

Many other regulations, growing out of, or 
connected with the Measure, excited just 
alarm. Even in the selection of the Seven 
Commissioners, who were to be appointed 
for the future Administration of the East 
India Company’s affairs at home and abroad. 
Fox’s ascendant over his Colleague was clearly 
defined: Lord Fitzwilliam, as the personal 
representative of the deceased Marquis of 
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Rockingham, being placed at the head of 
the Boards while Mr. Frederick Montagu, 
another most respectable adherent of the 
same political Party, stood second in the list. 
Colonel North, Lord Viscount Lewisham, 
and Sir Gilbert Elliot, the three next Com¬ 
missioners, represented Lord North’s interest 
and connexions. But, in order to secure 
at once the majority of voices, together with 
the efficient controul of the Board itself. 
Sir Henry Fletcher, and Mr. Robert Gre¬ 
gory, were added to the Members. Both 
these last named Gentlemen, well known for 
their devoted attachment to Fox, and pos¬ 
sessing Seats in the House of Commons j 
having likewise in their own persons, re¬ 
cently and repeatedly filled the highest si¬ 
tuations in the East India Direction; it was 
obvious, must be resorted to as guides, on 
account of their local knowledge and ex¬ 
perience in the Company’s concerns. No 
measures, it must be owned, could have been 
more ably concerted, for bringing under Mi¬ 
nisterial influence, and for permanently re¬ 
taining under their subjection, the immense 
patronage, and all the sources of power, or 
of emolument, connected with India: while, 
on the other hand, it was well understood 
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that the First Employments, civil and mili¬ 
tary, from the post of Governor,General of 
Bengal, or Commander in Chief at Calcutta, 
down to the Seats in Council at Madras and 
at Bombay, were already promised or filled 
up, principally with Members of Parliament, 
distinguished for their adherence to Adminis¬ 
tration. The names of the individuals des¬ 
tined for these high situations, became circu¬ 
lated in every company; and as many of 
them were better known among the Club at 
Brookes’s, than in Leadenhall Street; the 
consciousness of all India being speedily sub¬ 
jected to their rapacious hands, by no means 
tended to reconcile or to tranquillize, the 
public mind. 

December.] Fox himself gave mdeed the 
strongest indication of his own apprehensions, 
from the operation of time, or from the inter¬ 
position of delay, by the haste, not to say the 
precipitation, with which he propelled the Bill 
through the House of Commons. Notwith¬ 
standing the Opposition given to it in every 
stage, by Mr. Pitt and his friends; in de¬ 
fiance of petitions presented from the Pro¬ 
prietors, as well as from the Directors, of the 
East India Company; and equally contraiy 
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to the general sentiment .of the Capital, nos 
less than to the almost unanimous voice 
of the Nation, which soon began :to mani¬ 
fest itself; he pushed forward the measure 
with indecent ardor. Scarcely three Weeks 
elapsed, from the time of his moving for leave 
to bring in the Bill, on the 18th of Novem¬ 
ber, to his appearance at the Bar of the 
House of Peers,, on the 9th of December; 
when he presented it in person, magna co^ 
‘‘ mitanle Caterva,'^ after its having passed 
the House of Commons. An ordinary Turn¬ 
pike, Canal, or Enclosure Bill, if opposed 
in its principles or progress, might have taken 
longer time, than did this gigantic experi¬ 
ment to render Administration in some mea¬ 
sure independant of the Crown, and of the 
People. Yet, so well had the Secretary me¬ 
ditated his plan; such was the parliamen¬ 
tary strength possessed by the ‘‘ Coalition,’’ 
and such the ascendancy of Fox over the 
Lower House, that upon every Division,- he 
carried the Question by a vast superiority of 
numbers, generally exceeding the proportion 
of two to one. On the- Question of going 
into the Committee, which took place on the 
first of December, when 217 voted with Go¬ 
vernment, and only 103 against them j I 
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quitted Lord North, whom I had commonly 
supported up to that time, and joined the 
Minority : conceiving it to be, upon every 
view of the subject, improper longer to ad¬ 
here to a Minister, who seemed to have for¬ 
saken himself. 

The consternation which Fox’s Bill occa¬ 
sioned in Leadenhall Street, among that de¬ 
scription of men against whom its Provisions 
were known to be peculiarly levelled, was 
commonly, though erroneously, said to have 
proved fatal to Sir William James, who died 
very suddenly, just at this time. It is how¬ 
ever true that he was seized with an indispo¬ 
sition, while sitting in the House of Com¬ 
mons, during the progress of the ‘‘ East 
“ India Bill,” which compelled him instant¬ 
ly to return home; but he recovered in a 
certain degree the attack, though he never 
afterwards quitted his own Flouse. Flis death 
took place instantaneously, during the per¬ 
formance of the Ceremony of his only daugh¬ 
ter’s Marriage with the late Lord Rancliff, 
then Mr. Boothby Parkyns. I knew Sir Wil¬ 
liam James with great intimacy, and discussed 
with him, the probable results of the East In¬ 
dia Measure, during the short interval which 



MEMOIRS. 


445 


1783.] 

elapsed between his first seizure, and the day 
of his decease, at his Residence in Gerrard 
Street, Soho. His Origin was so obscure, as 
almost to baffle enquiry, and he had derived 
no advantage from Education j but he pos¬ 
sessed strong natural Abilities, aided by a 
knowledge of Mankind. Having been sent 
out early in life, to Bombay, in the East 
India Company’s Naval Service, he there dis¬ 
tinguished himself, b}'- commanding the me¬ 
morable Expedition undertaken against An- 
gria the Pirate; when we made ourselves 
masters of Fort Geriah, his principal Esta¬ 
blishment on the Coast of the Concan. Re¬ 
turning to his native Country after this suc¬ 
cessful Enterprize, by which he acquired not 
only some Fortune, but considerable Reputa¬ 
tion; he rose to the first Employments at the 
India House, as a Member of the Court of 
Directors; sat in successive Parliaments; was 
elevated by the friendship of the late Earl of 
Sandwich, when First Lord of the Admiralty, 
to the Baronetage; and had been elected De¬ 
puty Master of the Trinity House, in the pre¬ 
ceding Month of June, when Lord Keppel 
was chosen Master of that Corporation. 
Those persons who asserted that Fox’s Bill 
killed him, seem to have forgotten that he 



446 


HISTORICAL 


[178S. 

had nearly attained his Seventieth year, when 
he expired. As his dissolution took place on 
the l6th of December, he had not the satis¬ 
faction to witness the Rejection of that ob¬ 
noxious Measure, by the House of Peersi 
which happened on tlie following day. 

Never, probably, was so great a portion of 
intellect brought to bear upon one point or 
subject, in so short a space of time, as the 
House of Commons exhibited between the 
opening of the East India Bill, and its trium¬ 
phant Arrival in the Upper House of Par¬ 
liament. All the sources of Argument, De¬ 
clamation, Wit, and Pathos, were succes¬ 
sively touched by master hands. Every spe¬ 
cies of information enlightened the object un¬ 
der discussion ; nor was any weapon of So¬ 
phistry, Humour, or even severe Invective, 
left untried, which might operate on the un¬ 
derstanding, passions, and feelings of the 
Audience. The salient points of Debate 
Avere so many, so striking, and so animated, 
as to defy the powers of memory; leaving on 
the hearer’s mind, only a confused recollec¬ 
tion of their beauty, delicacy, or severity. 
Histor}^ antient and modern. Poetry, even 
Scripture, all were successively pressed info 
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the service, or rendered subservient to the 
purposes of the' contending parties. AVill it be 
believed that the “Apocalypse” of St.John 
furnished images which, by a slight effort of 
imagination, or by an immaterial deviation 
from the original Text, were made to typify 
Fox, under the form of the “ Beast that rose 
“ up out of the Sea, having seven Heads?” 
Their application to the seven Commissioners 
appointed by the Bill, was at once so happy, 
and so natural, that it could not be mistaken, 
and stood in need of no explanation. Mr. 
Scott, who now as Lord Eldon, holds the 
Great Seal, was the person by whom so cu¬ 
rious an allusion was presented to the House. 
But, Sheridan, though he could not possibly 
anticipate an attack of such a nature, yet 
having contrived in the course of the Debate, 
to -procure some Leaves of “ the Book of 
“ Revelations,” with admirable ability found 
materials in that Work, equally suited to Fox’s 
Defence or Justification 3 transforming him 
at once from “ the Dragon and the Beast,” 
under both which Types he had been desig¬ 
nated, to a species of Angelic Being, by 
producing other quotations from St, John, 
full as applicable in their Tenor to the Secre¬ 
tary of State. 
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The powers of mind exerted throughout 
the progress of the Bill^ seemed to be concen¬ 
trated in the memorable Debate that took 
place on the first of December, which was 
opened by Powis. His beautiful and severe 
animadversion on the double author of the 
Measure: a Metaphor drawn likewise from 
Holy Writ, made a strong impression. “ I 
“ hear indeed,” said he, “ the voice of Ja- 
“ cob,” meaning Fox; but the hands are 
those of Esau.” Lord North, who was 
present at the time, though much indisposed, 
quitted the House in the course of the even¬ 
ing, overcome with the immoderate heat: he 
had however delivered his opinions with equal 
ability and energy, on tlie 27th of November, 
in an earlier stage of the business. Powis, 
who did not hesitate to denominate the Bill, 
“ the Modern Babel, which already almost 
reached the Clouds;” and who compared 
Fox’s treatment of the East India Company, 
with “ Shylock’s demand of a Pound of 
“ flesh, to be cut nearest the Heart;” ex¬ 
pressed nevertheless his personal respect for 
the Secretary ; but added, that “ he wished 
“ to see him the Servant, not the Master, of 
“ his Sovereign.” Burke, unable longer to 
observe silence after such reflexions, then 
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rose; and in a Dissertation rather than a 
Speech, which lasted more than three hours, 
exhausted all the powers of his mighty mind, 
in the justification of his friend’s Measure. 
The most' ignorant Member of the House, 
who had attended to the Mass of Information, 
Historical, Political, and Financial, which fell 
from the. lips of Burke on that occasion, must 
have departed, rich in Knowledge of Indos- 
tan. It seemed impossible to crowd greater 
variety of matter applicable to the subject, 
into a smaller compass; and those who dif¬ 
fered most widely from him in opinion, did 
not render the less justice to his gigantic 
range of ideas, his lucid exposition of events, 
and the harmonic flow of his periods. There 
were portions of this Harangue, in which he 
appeared to be animated by feelings and con¬ 
siderations the most benign, as well as ele¬ 
vated ; and the Classic Language in which he 
made Fox’s Panegyric, for having dared to 
venture on a Measure so beset with Dangers, 
but so pregnant, as he asserted, with Bene¬ 
fits to Mankind, could not be exceeded in 
Beauty. 

But, however persuaded Burke himself 
tiiight be, of the reality and truth of these 



450 ' 


HISTORICAL 


[17831 


predicted advantages which were to flow from 
the Bill of his friend; the moral effect of his 
own Speech in producing Conviction, by no 
means kept pace with the admiration excited 
by his Eloquence. From every quarter of 
the House, the keenest shafts were aimed at 
the Measure; some of which penetrated deep, 
while others only appeared to graze on the 
surface ; but, all left their impression. While 
Pitt, sustained by Mr. William Grenville, 
and Diindas, attacked it with the arms of 
reason ; others tried the operation of irony 
and ridicule. Arden, who soon afterwards 
became Solicitor General, on the change of 
Ministry, clung to it through every stage 
with great pertinacity and spirit, not unac^* 
companied by legal ability. The seven Com¬ 
missioners, and their eight Assistant Direct 
tors, were compared by Mr. Wilberforce, to 
so many Doctors and Apothecaries, sum¬ 
moned for the purpose of putting the Patient, 
the East India Company, to death, accord¬ 
ing to the Rules of Art. Many Members, 
long accustomed to consider Fox as the Star 
by which they guided their political course, 
covered him on this occasion, wdth reproaches 
or maledictions. Mr. Martin, Member for 
Tewkesbury, a man, who though not distin- 
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guished by superior intellectual parts, yielded 
to none in probity, invoked Curses on the 
Coalition^ as the Grave of all Principle. 
Wilkes, in a Speech of considerable length, 
acuteness, and severity, stigmatized the East 
India Bill, as “ a Swindling Bill, drawn up 
“ to obtain Money on false Pretences.” Sir 
Richard Hill, to whom Scripture was familiar, 
compared the Secretary’s conduct in affecting 
to protect and caress the East India Company, 
while he immolated them to his ambition 5 
with the Treachery of Joab to Amasa, who at 
the moment that he pretended to embrace 
him, stabbed him to the heart. In more 
homely language, destitute of adventitious 
ornament, Sir Cecil Wray declared that the 
measure impressed him with Horror, from its 
Enormity, Corruption, and pernicious Conse¬ 
quences to the State. Some of the finest 
Passages of Shakespear, taken from his “ Ju- 
lius Csesar,” were applied by Scott and 
Arden, to Fox, with extraordinary effect. 
Jenkinson, temperately, but in language of 
energy, depictured the unconstitutional na¬ 
ture of the Power thus attempted to be set 
up, which must prove subversive of the Royal 
Prerogative; and from opposite sides. Fox 
was assailed as the Enemy of his Country, 
2 G 2 
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who sacrificed to his insatiable Ambition, the 
Fame, the Character, and the Consideration, 
that he had attained by a long series of pub¬ 
lic Services. 

Not that he by any means wanted De¬ 
fenders distinguished for integrity, as well asr 
for legal and parliamentary ability. Mr. 
Erskine, who, like Mr. Scott, has since at¬ 
tained to the highest honors and dignities of 
the Bar; first spoke, as a Member of the 
House of Commons, in support of this ob¬ 
noxious Measure. His enemies pronounced 
the performance tame, and destitute of the 
animation, which so powerfully characterized 
his Speeches in. Westminster Hall. They 
maintained that, however resplendent he ap¬ 
peared as an Advocate, while addressing a 
Jury, he fell to the level of an ordinary man, 
if not below it, when seated on the Ministe¬ 
rial Bench; where another species of Oratory 
was demanded to impress Conviction, or to 
extort Admiration. To me, who having ne¬ 
ver witnessed his jurisprudential talents, could 
not make any such comparison, he appeared 
to exhibit shining powers of declamation. 
Lee, the Attorney General, in a Speech re¬ 
plete with that coarse, strong, and illiberal 
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species of invective, which usually accom¬ 
panied his Addresses to the House j and which 
always appeared to me, more befitting the 
Robinhood Society, than accommodated to a 
Legislative Assembly j treated with indig¬ 
nant contempt, the repugnance manifested 
to violate the Charter of the East India Com¬ 
pany. He did not even hesitate to describe 
that Charter, esteemed by many Members so 
sacred, and incapable of subversion except 
by arbitrary violence, as “ a mere Skin of 
Parchment, to which was appended a Seal 
of Wax.” This imprudent, if not cen¬ 
surable Declaration, however qualified or pal¬ 
liated it might be by subsequent Explana¬ 
tions, operated injuriously to Ministers. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, irritated at the 
severe animadversions made by Mr. Thomas 
Fitt, on the Rapacity with which Administra¬ 
tion, after having seized on the Reins of Go¬ 
vernment, were now dealing a Death Blow to 
the Constitution of their Country; denied 
the Charge with much indignation. His 
Eloquence fell however far short of his Feel¬ 
ings, and was addressed rather to the moral 
Sense of his Auditors, than it appealed to 
their Understandings, or to their Judgement, 
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. General Burgoyne, arriving Post from Ire¬ 
land, spontaneously, as he asserted; and 
quitting the meaner Duties of Commander- 
in-Chief, which Employment he held in that 
Kingdom, in order to fulfil his higher Obliga¬ 
tions as a Legislator at Westminster ^ spoke 
warmly in favour of the Bill. Having, many 
Years earlier, acted as Chairman of one of 
the first Committees appointed by the House, 
for enquiring into the Affairs of the East, he 
was heard with Attention. He confirmed all 
the Horrors and Enormities attributed by 
Burke, to the Europeans who governed Asia: 
Atrocities, which the General illustrated by a 
Citation prepared for the purpose, extracted 
from the Sixth iEneid of Virgil, descriptive of 
the Guilt of a powerful Criminal, such as 
Hastings might be esteemed, condemned for 
his Crimes on Earth, to undergo the pains of 
Tartarus. Rigby, professing an equal Con¬ 
tempt for Quotations from Shakespear, or 
from Milton, and expressing his Admiration 
at hearing Scripture fall from the lips of a 
Lawyer; with none of which Materials for 
Debate, he said, that he came provided; yet 
professed to have furnished himself with some 
Arguments applicable to the Subject under 
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Discussion. Without Circumlocution, or any 
false Scruples of fastidious Delicacy, he de¬ 
clared his utter Disregard of the chartered 
Rights of the Company, which he said, he 
considered ‘‘ as a Bugbear, only fit to intimi- 
“ date Children.” He even advised their 
Violation, as the primary Step to all Reform 
in the Administration of India. 

No Individual distinguished himself more 
throughout the whole Progress of these inte¬ 
resting Proceedings, than Sheridan 3 whose 
matchless Endowments of Mind, equally 
adapted to Contests of Wit or of Argument, 
and ever under the controul of imperturbable 
Temper, enabled him to extend invaluable 
Assistance to the Minister. But, neither was 
Fox wanting to himself, or to his Friends. 
On the contrary, performing every Function 
of a General and of a private Soldier; com¬ 
bating in the front Ranks; leaving no Charge 
unrepelled, no Insinuation unnoticed, no Ar¬ 
gument unrelated^ he filled with Astonish¬ 
ment, as well as with Admiration, even those 
who thought themselves best able to appreci¬ 
ate the Magnitude and Extent of his parlia¬ 
mentary Talents. After defending his Bill 
from the severe Attacks of Pitt, he did not 
disdain or omit to answer the Allegations 
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made by various Members of inferior weight. 
To Powis, to Scott, to Dundas, and even to 
Martin, be severally directed the most point¬ 
ed Replies, calculated to justify him, not 
only as a Minister, but in his individual and 
moral Capacity. Determined on carrying 
through the Bill, without a Moment’s delay; 
apprehensive of new Obstacles arising, every 
hour, within, as well as without the walls of 
the House 5 and seeming to regard Parlia¬ 
ment as convoked, not for the purpose of De¬ 
liberation, but of Decision; he refused to 
postpone the Measure, even for a single 
Night, Vainly Scott adjured him, in the 
language of Desdemona to Othello, Kill 
“ me not to-night, my Lord ! let me live but 

one day !” The Secretary never relaxed 
his Exertions, till, having surmounted all Op¬ 
position, he carried up the Bill, accompanied 
by a vast Number of his Adherents, who par¬ 
ticipated in his Success, to the Bar of the 
House of Peers. Its passage through that 
Assembly being already secured, as he justly 
conceived, on solid Grounds, the Measure 
seemed apparently to be placed beyond the 
reach of Fortune. 

But, with the Arrival of the East India 
Bill in the House of Lords, terminated never- 
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theless the prosperous Career of Ministers. 
The King, whose Opinions and Wishes, 
however they might have been suspected by, 
or even known to a few Persons, were not as 
yet publickly divulged, or clearly ascertained j 
now coming forward, as the Urgency of the 
Occasion seemed to demand, communicated 
through authentic Channels, his utter Disap¬ 
probation of the Measure. Lord Temple, 
though one of the first Individuals thus au¬ 
thorized, formed by no means the sole or ex¬ 
clusive Medium, through which the Royal 
Pleasure was so signified and circulated. 
Very little Time, in fact, remained to the So¬ 
vereign, if he desired to avert the impending 
Misfortune. For, the Secretary of State, who 
seems to have been well aware that as soon 
as the Measure was felt and understood, it 
would excite universal Alarm ; had betimes 
secured such a Majority in the Upper House, 
as must speedily have left to the Crown no 
possible Means of Relief, excei)t one scarcely 
known to the British Constitution since the 
Revolution of 1688; namely, a Refusal of the 
Royal Assent to the Bill, after its passage 
through both Houses of Parliament. In this 
critical Juncture, His Majesty caused such 
Arguments or Expostulations to be otTered to 
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many Members of the House of Lords, Spiri¬ 
tual, as welljas Temporal; and the Necessity 
of Resistance was so strongly depictured by 
his Emissaries, as to overturn all Fox’s Ma¬ 
chinery in an instant. Proxies given to the 
Minister, were suddenly revoked; and after 
first leaving the Administration in a Minority 
of Eight, upon the Question of Adjournment; 
the Bill itself was subsequently rejected two 
Days later, on the 17th of December, by 
Nineteen votes. One hundred and seventy- 
one Peers voted on the Occasion, either in 
Person or by Proxy; a prodigious Attend¬ 
ance, if we consider the limited Nunibers of 
the British Peerage at that Time. 

The Archbishops of Canterbury and of 
York led the way, though the former Prelate, 
whose Connexions, political and matrimo¬ 
nial, seemed to connect him with the ‘‘ Coa- 
“ lition,” had been previously regarded as a 
firm Supporter of the Measure. Nor can it 
excite Surprize, that all those noble Indivi¬ 
duals without Exception, who occupied Situ¬ 
ations in the Royal Household, or near the 
King’s person, should, without fastidiously 
hesitating, give the example of tergiversation. 
Tliey abandoned Ministers, and joined the 
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Crown j manifesting by their Votes, how vast 
is the personal influence of the Sovereign, 
when strenuously exerted, over the Members 
of the Upper House of Parliament. The 
Prince of Wales, who, when it was moved to 
adjourn on the 15th, had voted in person 
with the Administration; having received a 
notification of his Father’s disapprobation of 
the East India Bill, absented himself on the 
second Division, when that Measure was 
finally rejected. Lord Rivers, one of the 
Lords of the King’s Bedchamber, who had 
given his vote by proxy to the Coalition,” 
on the first Question, withdrew it on the se¬ 
cond Division; as did the Earls ofHardvvicke 
and of Egremont. Lord Stormont, though 
as being a Member of the Cabinet, and Pre¬ 
sident of the Council, he had personally sup¬ 
ported the Bill on the 15th, yet voted on the 
other side, forty-eight hours afterwards. His 
uncle, the Earl of Mansfield, who was sup¬ 
posed to have influenced him in this determir 
nation, exhibited the same example. Both 
were present in the first Division, as support¬ 
ers of the Measure; and both appeared in the 
House as enemies to it, when thrown out on 
the 17th of December. The Earl of Oxford, 
one of his Majesty’s most antient servants. 
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■who had been near his person more than 
twent}' years, in the capacity of a Lord of the 
Bedchamber; having been induced to sup¬ 
port the “ Coalition ” by his Proxy on the 
15th, sent it to the opposite Side, on the sub¬ 
sequent Division. Fox and Burke, together 
with many of their warmest Adlierents, who 
during the progress of the first Debate had 
remained on the steps of the Throne, in order 
by their Presence to encourage their Friends 
in the Upper House, had the Mortification to 
witness the Defeat experienced on that Even¬ 
ing; a Defeat which served as a Warning of 
its final Destiny. 

The Debates which took place in the Upper 
House, on the two questions of Adjournment 
and of Rejection; however inferior an inte¬ 
rest they excited, when compared with the 
discussions that agitated the House of Com¬ 
mons on the same subject; yet strongly ar¬ 
rested national attention. Lord Thurlow, af¬ 
ter reprobating the Bill, and treating with 
contemptuous ridicule the Reports of the 
“ Select Committee,” on which defective or 
erroneous foundations the pretended necessity 
for the measure rested; declared that “ if it 
“ passed, the King would in fact take the 
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Diadem from his own head, and place it 
“ on the head of Mr. Fox.” In more intem¬ 
perate language, scarcely, befitting so digni¬ 
fied an Assembly, the Earl of Abingdon, a 
Nobleman of very eccentric character, and 
restrained by no forms in expressing his ab¬ 
horrence of a Coalition which had given birth 
to this political monster; qualified Charles 
James Fox by name, as “ a Mountebank Se- 
“ cretary of State, accustomed formerly to 
ascend the Stages at Covent Garden and 
at AVestminster Hall, from which he ha- 
rangued the mob; but now calling himself 
‘‘ the Minister of the People, though ani- 
mated by the criminal ambition of Crom- 
‘‘ well, and aiming at regal power.” He 
even accused the Secretary with exceeding in 
violence, by his seizure of the East India 
Company’s Charter, the worst acts of those 
Tyrants, Charles the Second, and his brother 
James. AViih great pertinacity, the Duke of 
Richmond pointed out the injustice of the 
Measure: nor did the ties of Consanguinity 
that connected him with Fox, prevent him 
from severely arraigning the recent grant of a 
Pension of one • thousand Pounds a year, 
made to Sir William Gonlon ; in order, by va¬ 
cating his Seat for Portsmouth, to enable Go- 
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vernment to introduce Mr. Erskine into the 
House of Commons, at this critical juncture. 
Unsolicited, and unconnected with party. 
Lord Camden entered his strong Protest a- 
gainst such an infraction of all law, by bring¬ 
ing forward an Act, not of regulation, but of 
rapacious confiscation. 

Ministers, thus assailed, if they exhibited 
the talents, by no means displayed the ener¬ 
gies, exerted by their opponents. Lord 
Loughborough, on whom devolved the prin¬ 
cipal weight of defending the Government, 
found himself ill supported in that attempt. 
The Speaker, Lord Mansfield, voted indeed 
with Administration on the question of Ad¬ 
journment; but remained altogether silent, 
and extended no active assistance. Conscious 
that his Colleagues had lost the confidence of 
the King, the Duke of Portland alluded with 
warmth, in the course of Debate, to Lord 
Temple’s recent Audience of the Sovereign, 
which he denounced as a violation of the 
Constitution. But, that Nobleman, avowing 
the fact, and justifying it as the privilege of 
an hereditary Counsellor of the Crown, to 
offer advice, called on the Duke to bring for¬ 
ward against him a specific Charge. Lord' 



MEMOIRS. 


465 


1783.] 

Shelburne, though he once, I believe, at¬ 
tended in his place, took no part whatever in 
the discussions, nor ever voted on the Ques¬ 
tion, either in person, or by proxy ; a line of 
conduct, which, when we consider that he 
had been expelled from power by the Coa-- 
‘‘ lition,” only a few Months earlier, opened a 
wide field for political speculation, on the 
motives of his silence or secession. 

It will be readily admitted, that if we try 
the conduct of George the Third, in person¬ 
ally interposing to influence the Debates, and 
to render himself master of the deliberations 
of the Upper House, by the spirit of our 
Constitution, as fixed since the expulsion of 
James the Second ^ it appears at first sight, 
subversive of every principle of political 
Freedom. Such an ill-timed and imprudent 
interference, had in fact laid the foundation 
of all the misfortunes of Charles the First. 
But, the same line of conduct, which in 1641 
excited general indignation, in 1783 awaken¬ 
ed no sentiment of national condemnation. 
On the contrary, the King’s position being 
perfectly understood j the impossibility of his 
extrication from the Ministerial toils wound 
about him, appeared so clearly demonstrated. 
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unless by a decided personal effort to arrest' 
the Bill, that the Country at large affixed its 
sanction to the act. There were, neverthe¬ 
less, it must be admitted, many individuals 
who thought that the royal disapprobation 
should have been earlier signified j and wha 
inclined to accuse the King of something like 
duplicity or deception, in his treatment of 
Administration. We must however candidly 
allow, that he was not bound to observe any 
measures of scrupulous delicacy, with men 
who had entered his Cabinet by violence, 
who held him in Bondage, and who meditated 
to render that Bondage perpetual. Nor was 
it easy for him to discover and to detect, by, 
the force of his own intellect, without legal 
assistance, the invasions on his independence 
and Prerogative, contained in the provisions 
of the B///, as originally submitted to him; 
till they were exposed and made manifest, by 
the discussions that took place in the House 
of Commons. The rapidity with which it was 
carried up to the Peers, and the little delay 
which Fox evidently meant it should there 
undergo, before it was presented for his con¬ 
currence, left him no option, and very little 
time for action. These reasons exculpated 
and justified an interference, apparently so 
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irreconcilable with the genius of the British 
Constitution. A fact not generally known, 
but hot the less true, is, that His Majesty 
was advised, and had taken the resolution, if 
the Bill had actually passed the House of 
Lords, to have refused to it the Royal Assenti 
He would then have instantly changed his 
Ministers, dissolved the Parliament, and 
thrown himself for protection upon his Peo-i 
pie. Those who have had the best opportu-’ 
nities of knowing his Character, and his firm¬ 
ness under the most alarming of distressful 
circumstances, while sustained by the convic¬ 
tion of acting right; will not doubt, or disbe¬ 
lieve the fact. Nor would the Nation, proba¬ 
bly, have condemned his conduct, or have de¬ 
livered him up again into the hands of the' 

Coalition.” Happily however, the middle 
line which he adopted, prevented the neces¬ 
sity of recurring to such painful extremities. 

17 th December.] Though Fox’s Bill was 
thus rejected by the Upper House, he still 
remained, together with Lord North, in pos¬ 
session of their respective Offices, no change 
whatever in Administration having yet taken 
place. Fox even delivered, as Secretary of 
State, from the Treasury Bench, the most bit- 
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ter and animated Philippic ever pronounced 
within the walls of the House of Commons; 
in the course of which, he dealt out every 
accusation against the Sovereign, and those 
Members of the House of Peers j the Praeto¬ 
rian Bands, or rather the Janizaries, he 

denominated them; who had strangled the 
Measure by their Sultan’s order. Nor did 
he hesitate to compare the paper entrusted 
by his Majesty to Lord Temple, which had 
operated such injurious effects to the Admi¬ 
nistration, with the Rescript of Tiberius sent 
to the Roman„ Senate from Caproea, for the 
condemnation of Sejanus, unheard in his de¬ 
fence, and without adducing proofs of his 
guilt. In classic language, and in the words 
of Juvenal, he reprobated such an interfe¬ 
rence, as wholly subversive of the British 
Constitution. 

Vainly, however, Mr. Pitt urged him to 
retire,, and thus to anticipate his dismission 
from Employment. Content with rendering 
the Majority of the House subservient to his: 
.views, by passing various Resolutions, calcu¬ 
lated to stigmatize, as destructive of the Con-- 
stitution, the late interference of the Crown; 
and intended at the same time to prevent 
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the interruption of their Deliberations, by any 
act of Prerogative; the ‘‘Coalition” Ministers 
refused to give in^their resignation. Under 
these circumstances, which called for. deci¬ 
sion, the King displayed no irresolution. 
Conscious that he had advanced too far to 
recede, either with honor or with benefit, he 
passed the whole of the 18th of December, in 
making dispositions for the formation of a new 
Cabinet j and finding, at a late hour of the 
Evening, that the two Secretaries of State 
still declined to resign, he signified to them, 
by a messenger, that he had no further occa¬ 
sion for their services. They received at the 
same time, information, that a personal inter¬ 
view would be disagreeable to himj and were 
ordered to deliver up the Seals of their respec¬ 
tive Departments, through the medium of the 
two under Secretaries, Fraser and Nepean. 
Mr. Fox immediately complied 3 but Lord 
North having deposited the Seal of his Office 
in the hands of his son. Colonel North, one 
of his under Secretaries, who could no where 
be found for a considerable time; the King 
waited patiently at St. James’s, till it should be 
brought to him. Mr. Pollock, first Clerk in 
Lord North’s Office, who had already retired 
to rest, being called out of his Bed, in conse- 
2 H 2 
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quence of the requisition from his Majesty, 
went in search of Colonel North. After a 
long delay, he was found, and produced the 
Seal; which being brought to the King about 
one o’clock in the Morning, he delivered it 
into Lord Temple’s hands, and then returned 
to the Queen’s House. 

19 th December.] On the ensuing Day, it 
being indispensable to form a Government 
with the least possible delay, Mr. Pitt, not¬ 
withstanding his youth, was placed at the 
Head of the New Cabinet, as First Lord of 
the Treasury and Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer; an instance without precedent in our 
Annals, and which will probably never be 
again realized! Lord Bolingbroke, then Mr. 
St. John, had indeed, under Queen Anne, 
been made Secretary at War, as early in life; 
and we have since seen Lord Henry Petty, 
now Marquis of Lansdown, at about the same 
Age, raised to the Chancellorship of the Ex¬ 
chequer, in 1806, after Mr. Pitt’s decease. 
But there is a wide interval, from either of the 
above examples, to the elevation before us. 
If we reflect likewise on the decided majority 
against which Pitt had to contend in the 
House of Commons, conducted by such eper- 
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gies and talents as Fox possessed; we may be 
tempted, on first Consideration, to accuse him 
of imprudence and temerity. The event ne¬ 
vertheless proved, that in accepting Employ¬ 
ment, under all the disadvantages here enu¬ 
merated, he had maturely weighed the peril 
and the consequences. Other impediments, 
not less serious, presented themselves in the 
interior of the Cabinet recently formed; where 
Lord Temple insisted on the immediate Dis¬ 
solution of Parliament, as a Step necessary to 
their ministerial, if not even to their personal, 
preservation. But Pitt, with consummate 
judgement, while he retained in his own hands 
so powerful an engine, which he held sus¬ 
pended over the House of Commons, ab¬ 
stained from using it till the progress of affairs 
should justify the interposition. Conscious 
that no act of the Royal Prerogative, could be 
more generally repugnant to the inclinations 
of the Members of the Lower House, than a 
Dissolution before they had sat half the period 
for which they had been elected, he resisted 
Lord Temple’s proposition; who, in conse¬ 
quence immediately resigned, only three days 
after his Appointment: thus involving the 
half-formed Administration in confusion and 
embarrassment, not wholly exempt even from 
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some degree of ridicule and of danger. Never 
did any Ministry commence its career under 
a more inauspicious and apparently despe¬ 
rate predicament, which was destined so long 
to retain possession of the Reins of Govern¬ 
ment. 

22d December.] Even after Lord Temple’s 
Resignation, when the Cabinet was at length 
compleated, Pitt might be said to constitute 
its whole strength in one House, as Lord 
Thurlow equally did in the other Assem¬ 
bly. The Great Seal was entrusted to the 
latter, for the fourth time under the Reign 
of George the Third. Lord Gower, made 
President of the Council, and the Duke of 
Rutland, who was appointed Privy Seal, 
brought indeed collectively a considerable ac¬ 
cession of Parliamentary interest and con-' 
nexions; but, a very scanty addition of 
eloquence, or of talents. The new Secre¬ 
taries of State, Lord Sydney, and the Mar¬ 
quis of Carmarthen, even if their Abilities 
had been of the most brilliant description; an 
Assertion which assuredly could not be made 
Avith Truth; yet were both Members of the = 
House of Peers: a disadvantage only to be 
surmounted by Pitt’s taking on himself, the 
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whole weight of Business in the House of 
Commons, and thus uniting in some measure 
in his own person, the Defence of every De¬ 
partment. Lord Howe, restored to the Head 
of the Admiralty, was re-admitted into the 
Cabinet^ and the Duke of Richmond returned 
to the Ordnance: but no mention was ever 
made of Lord Shelburne, for any place in the 
Administration. He seemed to be complete¬ 
ly extinct in the public recollection. 

Sir George Howard obtained the Command 
of the Forces; but, neither he, nor the Duke 
of Richmond, were taken into the Cabinet. 
The new Commander-in-Chief, who had long 
been decorated with the Order of the Bath, 
was a man universally esteemed, highly bred, 
and a gallant Soldier: but, like Sir John 
Irwin, of whom I have had occasion to speak, 
he owed his military Elevation and Employ¬ 
ments, more perhaps to Royal favor, than 
to any distinguished talents, or professional 
Services. His descent from, or alliance 
by Consanguinity with the Dukes of Norfolk, 
notwithstanding the apparent evidence of his 
Name, was, I believe, not established on in¬ 
contestable grounds. He attained, as did 
General Conway, not many years afterwards,' 
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to the rank of Field Marshal; a Dignity of 
.which the British service had antecedently 
furnished only a. few examples. For the 
Embassy to Paris, the Duke of Dorset was 
selected by Pitt. As he honoured me with 
his friendship down to the close of his life, it 
may be naturally expected that I should say 
a few .words respecting him. He was the 
son of Lord John Sackville, elder Brother of 
Lord George; and succeeded collaterally to 
the Title, on the Demise of his Uncle, 
Charles, second Duke of Dorset, mentioned 
so frequently in Dodington’s Diary,’* as 
Earl of Middlesex. The Duke, when named 
Embassador to Versailles, had nearly attained 
his fortieth year. His person, if not hand¬ 
some, was highly agreeable j the Expression 
of his Countenance, noble, and interesting 5 
his manners soft, quiet, ingratiating, and 
forrned for a Court; destitute of all Affecta¬ 
tion, but not deficient in Dignity. He dis^. 
played indeed, neither shining parts, nor 
superior A.bilities. Yet, as he possessed good 
sense, matured by knowledge of the world, 
had travelled over a considerable part of Eu¬ 
rope, and had improved his understanding by 
an extensive acquaintance with mankind, he, 
was well calculated for such a Mission. He 
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nourished a strong passion for all the Fine 
Arts, and a predilection for men of Talents 
and Artists j a taste which he indulged, and 
in the gratification of which, he manifested 
that he inherited some of the qualities of his 
celebrated Ancestor, Charles, Earl of Dorset. 
But the Mediocrity of his Estate, when con¬ 
trasted with his high Rank, imposed limits on 
the liberality of his disposition. If considered 
as Embassador to France, though he could 
not sustain a Comparison for Diplomatic Abi¬ 
lity, or Strength of Intellect, with the Earl 
of Stair, or with the first Horace Walpole, 
Brother of Sir Robert, who had represented 
the English Sovereign, at the Courts of Louis 
the Fourteenth and Fifteenth; he might at 
least be regarded as equal in Talents, to any 
of the Noblemen who had filled that Office 
during the last years of George the Second, 
or under the reign of George the Third ; 
if we except, perhaps. Lord Stormont. To 
Marie Antoinette, the French Queen, the 
Duke of Dorset rendered himself highly ac¬ 
ceptable, possessed her Esteem, and enjoyed 
some degree of her personal favor: a circum¬ 
stance by no means unessential in his public 
situation, as that Princess performed a much 
more important part in the Cabinet and 
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Councils of Louis the Sixteenth, than did 
the two Queens, her immediate predecessors. 
Maria Theresa, daughter of Philip the Fourth, 
King of Spain, who espoused Louis the Four¬ 
teenth ; and Maria Leczinska, Consort of his 
Successor, possessed no Shadow of political 
power or interest. Maria Antoinette’s pro¬ 
tection, aided by his connexion with the Po- 
lignacs, had sufficed to procure for the Count 
d’Adhemar, at the conclusion of Peace, the 
Embassy to the Court of England: but he 
was a Man far inferior in every accomplish¬ 
ment of mind and of manners, to the Duke 
of Dorset. 

Mr. Arden became Solicitor General. Na¬ 
ture has seldom cast a human Being in a less 
elegant or pleasing mould. Even Dunning’s 
person would have gained by a comparison 
with Arden. Nor were his legal talents more 
conspicuous in the general estimation of the 
Bar. But, his early acquaintance with Pitt, 
which time had matured into friendship, co¬ 
vered or concealed every jurisprudential de¬ 
ficiency. That powerful protection, in de¬ 
fiance of Lord Thurlow’s avowed dislike, or. 
rather. Antipathy, conducted the new Solici-. 
tor General rapidly to the Honors and DignL . 
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ties of the Law; finally placing him, where 
almost all those individuals patronized by the 
Minister, found their ultimate repose, in the 
House of Peers. It must however be ad¬ 
mitted, that no man in Parliament had given 
a more pertinacious and unremitting opposi¬ 
tion to Fox's East India Bill, than Arden. 
The last Blow aimed at it, before it passed 
the Lower House, came from his lips. For, 
I recollect, that after that obnoxious Measure 
had been carried, on the Third Reading, by 
a Majority of more than two to one; the 
Solicitor General, Mansfield, having risen to 
move for leave to bring up a Clause, declaring 
it to be a Public Bill; Arden exclaimed, that 
he had no objection ; but, that he was not 
surprized at its having escaped his learned 
friend’s memory, as every other person 
“ considered the Bill to be a Private Job.’* 
With that Stigma impressed on the Measure, 
Fox, regardless of the Sarcasm, bore it in 
triumph, to the Bar of the Lords. 

The King’s Table, covered with Badges of 
Office, Seals, Wands, and Gold Sticks, pro¬ 
fusely given in by the Adherents of the dis¬ 
missed Ministers, presented an extraordinary 
Spectacle. Among the foremost to testify 
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l)is Ministerial fidelity, the Honorable Charles. 
Greville, next Brother to the Earl of War¬ 
wick, resigned his Office of Treasurer of the 
Household. Possessing, like his uncle. Sir 
William Hamilton, an elegant mind, and a 
taste for many branches of the Fine Arts, 
which pursuit had carried him into expenses 
beyond the bounds of severe prudence: his 
Resignation of such an Employment could 
not therefore be to him in any sense, a matter 
of indifference. I have heard Mr. Greville, 
whom I very particularly knew, often say, 
that the King most kindly expostulated with 
him, when he entered the Closet to lay down 
his Place, and urged him by no means to 
commit an act so unnecessary; the Treasurer? 
ship of the Household being, not a Ministe? 
rial, but a personal situation in the family of 
the Sovereign. I ought likewise to add that, 
Fpx, who well knew Mr. Greville’s private 
Embarrassments, had, with a liberality of 
mind truly noble, exhorted him to retain his 
Post; absolving him at the same time from 
all considerations of a political kind. But, 
his feelings of honor were too delicate, to per- 
init of his following either the suggestions of 
convenience, the exhortations of Fox, or the 
expostulations of his Sovereign.. He retired 
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for several years from Court, and from public 
life, into comparative obscurity. 


Lord Hinchingbrook, less scrupulous, and 
with better sense, instead of quitting his 
Office of Master of the Buck Hounds ; 
though his father, the Earl of Sandwich, 
followed the fortunes of the ‘‘ Coalition;” 
wisely abandoned that obnoxious Party, and 
declined to give in his Resignation. Sir 
George Yonge went back to his Office of 
Secretary at War, which he had held under 
Lord Shelburne’s Administration; a Post that 
seemed to be Hereditary in his family; his 
father. Sir William Yonge, having occupied 
it with much distinction, under the Reign of 
George the Second. Sir William, who per¬ 
formed no inconsiderable part in the Political 
Annals of that period, was equally distin¬ 
guished likewise among the men of Wit and 
Gallantry. Lady Vane makes honorable 
Mention of him, in her Memoirs, which Smol- 
let has inserted in his “ Peregrine Pickle.” 
I have heard Lord Sackville, who remembered 
him, say, that Sir William Yonge, when Se¬ 
cretary at War, having waited officially on 
John, Duke of Argyle, then Commander-in- 
chief of the Forces, in Order to make his Be- 
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port on a matter of Business; the Duke kept 
him standing, while he himself remained 
seated for a considerable time. Their Minis¬ 
terial Conference being ended, he requested 
Sir William to take a Chair. ‘‘ No, Sir,” re¬ 
plied he, ‘‘ if the Secretary at War is not 
worthy to sit down in the presence of the 
Commander-in-chief; it would be altoge-■ 
“ ther unbecoming Sir William Yonge, to 
be seated in company with the Duke of 
“ Argyle.” So saying, he quitted the room. 
Sir George Yonge did not want talents, 
and he maintained his place in a Debate; 
but in ability he by no means equalled his 
father. 

Meanwhile Fox, who remained completely 
Master of the House of Commons, where 
Mr. Pitt could not even be personally present 
during the Time necessary for his Re-election, 
in consequence of having vacated his Seat 
for Appleby; might be said to sway with ab¬ 
solute Power, the Deliberations of that As¬ 
sembly. His first Cares were directed to pre¬ 
vent either a Prorogation, or a Dissolution 
of Parliament, by passing Resolutions cal¬ 
culated to render each of those Proceedings, 
difficult and dangerous to Ministers, Having 
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carried his Motion by a large Majority, he 
consented to pass the Land-Tax Bill: but, 
no Assurances given by Mr. Dundas from 
the Treasury Bench, though confirmed by 
Mr. Bankes, as the Friend and Representa¬ 
tive of the new First Minister; declaring in 
his Name, and by his Authority, that he 
would neither advise such an Act of Preroga¬ 
tive, nor would continue in Office, if the 
Crown had Recourse to it; could prevail on 
Fox to allow of an Adjournment for the 
Christmas Recess, till he had voted, without 
a Division, an Address to the Throne, of the 
most criminating Nature, which was ordered 
to be presented by the whole House. On re¬ 
ceiving the King’s Answer, which, though 
gracious and conciliating in its Expressions, 
did not breathe the less Determination ; after 
passing upon it the most severe Comments, 
as a Mixture of Duplicity and Ambiguity, 
Fox then permitted of an Adjournment for the 
short period of Sixteen Days; an interval in¬ 
dispensably requisite to complete the Minis¬ 
terial Arrangements. The Resignation or 
Dismission of the new Administration, was 
however confidently anticipated by the Part}", 
and announced by Fox himself in one of his 
Speeches, when he' ventured to predict, that 
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its Duration could not possibly exceed a few 
AVeeks. The most experienced Members 
among them, with .Welbore Ellis at their 
Head, joined in this Opinion 5 which, it must 
be confessed, was built upon all the Prece¬ 
dents known since the Elevation of the House 
of Hanover to the Throne. 

Lord North, who had been absent from the. 
effect of Indisposition, during a great part of 
the Debates, while the East India Bill was in 
its progress through the House of Commons ; 
made ample Compensation for his short and 
involuntary Retreat, by his Presence and Ex¬ 
ertions after the Dismission of Ministers. 
During the number of Years that I sat with 
him in Parliament, I never witnessed a more 
brilliant Exhibition of his intellectual Powers, 
than on the 22 d of December, when Erskine 
moved for an Address to the Throne, depre¬ 
cating a Dissolution. In the commencement 
of his Speech, Lord North justified by cogent 
Arguments, his Union with Fox, as having 
been dictated by State Necessity and public 
Utility; eulogizing in animated Language, 
the Virtues, no less than the Abilities, of his 
late Colleague, whom he wished in future al¬ 
ways to be designated as his Right Honor- 
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** able Friend.” Then, after severely arraign¬ 
ing the Mode of Pitt’s Admission into the 
Cabinet, which he stigmatized as surreptitious 
and unconstitntional; he diverged with in¬ 
conceivable Humour into the path of Ridi¬ 
cule, so analogous to his formation of Mind. 
Alluding to the Wish expressed more than 
once by Mr. Martin, that a Starling should 
be perched on the Speaker’s Chair, who 
might incessantly repeat the Words, Cursed 
“ Coalition! ” he observed, that so long as an 
honorable Member of that House, “ conti- 
‘‘ nued to pronounce those Sounds, as if by 
Rote, and without any fixed Idea, let what 
would be the Subject of Debate; he con- 
“ ceived the Starling to be unnecessary, in- 
asmuch as the Gentleman would make just 
“ as great an Impression as tlie Bird, on his 
“ hearers.” Having convulsed the House 
with Laughter by this Remark, he compared, 
or rather he contrasted, the Conduct of the 
two Men who were shut up in the Eddystone 
Lighthouse, during six Weeks, with the op¬ 
posite Line of Action embraced by Fox and 
himself. ‘‘ Those Men,” said he, “ from re- 
ciprocal Enmity, preferred letting the Fire 
‘‘ go out, and beholding the Navy of Eng- 
land dashed to pieces, rather than lend 
VOL, II. 2 1 
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each other any Assistance. .But we, ani- 
mated by other and more enlarged Senti- 
ments, considered the Preservation of the 
“•Vessel of State, ’ our. primary Duty; and 
“ we agreed, that at all Events, the Fire 
in the Lighthouse should not be extin- 
“ guished.” An allusion so ingenious as 
well as felicitous, almost electrified his Au¬ 
dience; and if Wit could have supported .or 
restored tlie “ Coalition,” it must have over¬ 
borne. every Impediment. But, the moral 
Impression made on the public Mind, to 
their Disadvantage, .daily acquiring Strength, 
finally' compleated their Downfal, .though 
the Catastrophewas protracted for more than 
Three Months, by various .circumstances. 

If the struggle for Power had lain.only be¬ 
tween Pitt and Fox, the former of whom, 
whatever might be the extent of his Talents, 
was unable to command a Majority upon any 
Question in the House of Commons, while 
the latter carried every Motion; .the Contest 
would, no doubt, have been soon decided. 
Or, had the Dispute been, as under .Charles 
the First, between the Sovereign, . claiming 
to. exercise Prerogatives antiquated and op¬ 
pressive on.the ope Hand; and the.repre- 
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sentalive Body on the other, propelled and 
sustained by the People, as their Organs and 
Protectors against arbitrary . Violence j —the 
Termination might have been foreseen with¬ 
out much Penetration. But Fox, though he 
was become by his union with Lord North, 
Master of the Deliberations of the Lower 
House, had sacrificed to that very Union, in 
a considerable degree, the good Opinion of 
the. Country and the remains of his former 
Popularity which survived his Coalition, with 
Lord North, had since been shipwrecked in 
the India Bill. ' He • had therefore impru¬ 
dently; though as it would nevertheless-seem, 
reflectively, engaged in a Conflict, where the 
Crown and the Nation both combined against 
iiim. Without the aid' of the People, the 
Sovereign would, indeed, have been power¬ 
less. As little could the House of Peers, un¬ 
supported by the public Voice, have checked 
his career. It was their Union which became 
irresistible. Fox, who, whatever his Admirers 
may assert, • possessed more Talent- than 
Judgement; does not appear to have-deeply 
weighed and appreciated these Facts, before 
he entered the Lists. Unfortunately for him 
too, the Champion wanted by the Crown, and 
who seemed to be made for the Conjuncture, 
o I o 
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presented himself in Pitt. His Name, ren¬ 
dered illustrious by his Father; the Decorum 
of his Manners, so opposed to those of Fox ; 
even his very Youth, which should have ope¬ 
rated against him, appeared to recommend 
him to National Favor. The King availed 
himself of these Aids, to overwhelm the Coa- 
“ lition” under the ruins of the Fortress which 
they had constructed, and fondly deemed in- 
assailable. Only Time was still wanting, in 
order to awaken and to animate the Nation 
at large; which, not yet fully informed upon 
all the Points of Fox’s Bill, required to be 
roused into Exertion, before the last Address 
should be made to them as Electors. Pitt, 
with a Judgement beyond his Years, instead 
of prematurely dissolving the House of Com¬ 
mons, as a Man of meaner talents, or of less 
Resource, would have done; undertook the 
experiment of endeavouring first to conciliate, 
or to convince, the Majority; thus allqwiflg 
the popular sentiment full leisure to expand, 
and finally to overpower all resistance ; while 
he reserved for the proper moment, whenever 
it should be thoroughly matured, his final 
appeal to the Country, by a Dissolution. 
Such was the real state of Affairs in the last 
Days of December, 1783, at the time when 
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Pitt, contrary to all Precedent, and under 
apparent difficulties the most insurmount¬ 
able, ventured to accept the Reins of Go¬ 
vernment. 

It forms an object of the most natural 
Curiosity, minutely to survey him at this 
critical period of his life. He was not then 
much more than twenty-four years and a half 
old, and consequently had not attained the 
Age, at which many individuals, under the 
testamentary dispositions of their parents, are 
still legally considered to be in a state of tute¬ 
lage or minority. In the formation of his 
person he was tall and slender, but without 
elegance or grace. His Countenance, taken 
as a whole, did not display either the fine 
expression of character, or the intellect of 
Fox’s face, on every feature of which, his 
mind was more or less forcibly depictured. It 
was not till Pitt’s Eye lent animation to his 
other features, which were in themselves tame, 
that they lighted up, and became strongly in¬ 
telligent. Fox, even,when quiescent, could 
not be mistaken for an ordinary man. In his 
manners, Pitt, if not repulsive, was cold, stiff, 
and without suavity or amenity. He seemed 
never to invite approach, or to encourage 
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acquaintance; though, when addressed, he 
could be polite, communicative, and occasion¬ 
ally gracious. Smiles were not natural. to 
liim, even when seated on the Treasury 
Bench ; where, placed at the summit of pow¬ 
er, young, surrounded by followers, admirers, 
and flatterers, he maintained a more sullen 
gravity than his Antagonist exhibited, who 
beheld around him only the companions, of 
his political exile, poverty, and privations. 
From-the instant that Pitt entered the door¬ 
way of the. House.of Commons, he advanced 
up the floor.with a quick and firm step, his 
•Head erect and thrown back, looking neither 
to-the right .nor to the left ; nor favouring 
with a nod or a glance, any of the. individuals 
seated on either side, among whom many.who 
possessed five thousand a year, would have 
been gratified even by so slight, a mark of 
attention. .It was not thus .that.Lord North 
•or Fox treated Parliament; nor from them, 
would Parliament have so patiently endured 
it: but Pitt seemed made to command, even 
more than to persuade or to convince, the 
'Assembly that he addressed. 

In the flower of youth when he was placed 
at the head of Administration, he manifested 
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hone of the characteristic .virtues of;, defects 
usually accompanying that period of life. 
Charles the Twelfth, King of Sweden, could 
not have - exhibited more coldness, indiffer¬ 
ence, or apathy towards women ; a point of 
his character on which his enemies dwelt 
with malignant, though impotent, satisfac¬ 
tion : while his friends laboured with equal 
pertinacity to repel the imputation. To him 
the Opposition applied, as had been done to 
his Father, the description given of a Roman 
youth: 

Multa tulit, fecitque Piier; sudavit et alsit; 

Abstinuit Venere”- 

In order to justify him from such a supposed 
blank in his formation, his Adherents whis¬ 
pered, that he was no more chaste than other 
men, though more decorous in his pleasures; 
and they asserted that he made frequent visits 
to a female of distinguished charms, who re¬ 
sided on the other side of Westminster Bridge : 
but I never could learn from any of them, 
her name or abode. Pitt’s apparent insensi¬ 
bility towards the other sex, and his chastity, 
formed indeed, one of the subjects on which 
the Minority exhausted their wit, or rather 
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their malevolence 5 as if it had been necessary 
that the First Minister of George the Third 
should be, like the Chancellor of Charles the 
Second, the greatest libertine in his Do- 

minions.” I recollect, soon after Pitt be¬ 
came confirmed in power, his detaining the 
House of Commons from the Business of the 
Day, during a short time, while he went up 
to the House of Lords; and as Mrs. Siddons 
was to perform the part of “ Belvidera” that 
Evening, when Fox never failed, if possible, 
to attend in the Orchestra at Drury Lane, 
the Opposition impatiently expected Pitt’s 
return, in order to propose an Adjournment. 
As soon as the Door opened, and he made 
his appearance, one of them, a man of a 
classic mind, exclaimed, 

“ Jam redit et Fir go!” 

If, however, the Minister viewed Women 
with indifference, he was no enemy to "Wine, 
nor to the social conviviality of the table. 
His Constitution, in which a latent and here¬ 
ditary Gout early displayed itself; which 
Disorder, heightened by political distress, do¬ 
mestic and foreign, carried him off at forty- 
seven; always demanded the aid and sti- 
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mulus of the Grape. It was not therefore 
in him, so much a gratification or an indul¬ 
gence, as a physical want, though he un¬ 
questionably yielded to its seductions, with¬ 
out making any great effort at resistance; 
resembling in this respect, a distinguished 
Consular Character of Antiquity, relative to 
whose virtue Horace says, 

Narratur et Prisci Catonis, 

Sagpe Mero caluisse Virtus.” 

In the autumn of 1784, he had indeed nearly 
fallen a victim to one of those festive meet¬ 
ings, at which no severe renunciations were 
enjoined by the Host, or practised by the 
Guests. Returning by way of frolic, very 
late at night, on horseback, to Wimbledon, 
from Addiscombe, the seat of Mr. Jenkinson, 
near Croydon, where the party had dined. 
Lord Thurlow, then Chancellor, Pitt, and 
Dundas, found the Turnpike Gate situate be¬ 
tween Tooting and Streatham, thrown open. 
Being elevated above their usual prudence, 
and having no Servant near them, they passed 
through the Gate at a brisk pace, without 
stopping to pay the Toll; regardless of the 
remonstrances or threats of the Turnpike 
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Man, who running after them, and believing" 
them to belong to some Highwaymen, who 
had recently committed depredations on that 
road, discharged the contents of his Blunder¬ 
buss at their backs. Happily he did no in¬ 
jury. To this curious and narrow escape of 
the First Minister, which furnished matter of 
pleasantry, though perhaps not of rejoicing, 
to the Opposition, Allusion is made in the 
“ Rolliadj” 

“ How as he wander’d darkling o’er the plain, 

. “ His-reason lost in Jenkinson’s Champaign, 

“ A peasant’s hand, but that just Fate withstood. 
Had shed a Premier’s, for a robber’s blood.” 

Probably, no men in high Office, since 
Charles the Second’s time, drank harder than 
Pitt’s companions; as, in addition to the in¬ 
dividuals already named, we should not omit 
the Duke of Rutland and Lord Gower, nei¬ 
ther of whom professed or practised mortifi¬ 
cation. Once, and once only, the House of 
Commons witnessed a deviation from strict 
Sobriety in the first Minister and the Trea¬ 
surer of the Navy ; who having come down 
after a repast, not of a Pythagorean descrip¬ 
tion, found themselves unable to manage the 
Debate, or to reply to the Arguments of the 
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Minority, with their accustomed ability. No 
illiberal notice or advantage was however ta¬ 
ken of this solitary act of indiscretion. The 
House broke up, and it sunk into oblivion. 
Fox never subjected himself, either in, or out 
of Office, to similar comments. He was al¬ 
ways fresh ; but, the Treasury Bench, under 
the Coalition Ministry, had not wanted some 
noble Advocates for the quick' circulation of 
the Bottle. 

Pitt, at his coming into Office, was soon 
surrounded by a chosen Phalanx of young 
men who participated in his triumph, pressed 
near him on a day of expected Debate, and 
constituted the resource of his leisure hours. 
Powis, when describing about this time, “ the 
“ forces led by the Right Honourable Gentle- 
“ man on the Treasury Bench,” in his Speech 
of the 9th of March, 1784, onl}’ a few days pre¬ 
vious to the Dissolution of Parliament ; said, 
“ The first may be called his Body Guard, 
“ composed of light young troops, who shoot 
“ their little Arrows with amazing dexterity, 
“ against those who refuse to swear Allegiance 
“ to their Chief.” High Birth, personal devo¬ 
tion, and political connexion, more than ta¬ 
lents, formed the ordinary foundation of the 
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Minister’s partiality for those distinguished in¬ 
dividuals; most of,.whom, with only one Ex¬ 
ception, we have since seen elevated' to the 
Peerage, or loaded with preferments and sine¬ 
cure Appointments. In general, the Duke de 
Montausier’s observation to Louis the Four¬ 
teenth, when speaking of Versailles, , Votes 
‘‘ avez beau faire. Sire, votis n'en ferez jamais- 

qiCun favori sans meritej^ might, well apply 
to them. With Fox’s associates and comrades. 
Hare, Fitzpatrick, and Sheridan, they could 
sustain no competition for mental endow¬ 
ments. Lord Grenville, then Mr. William 
Grenville, must not however be included in 
this Remark. His near connexion with the 
First Minister, by Consanguinity, when added 
to his distinguished Abilities, placed him on 
far higher ground. As little will the Obser¬ 
vation apply to Lord Mornington, since crea¬ 
ted Marquis Wellesley; to the present ,Earl 
of Harrowby, then Mr. Ryder; or to Wil- 
berforce; all three. Men of undisputed Ta¬ 
lents. 

In suavity of temper,’magnanimity of dis¬ 
position, and oblivion of injury or offence. Fox 
rose superior to Pitt. Even Dundas possessed 
far more liberality of character, as he mani- 
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fested on many occasions. I have heard Fox, 
after dealing out the severest insinuations or 
accusations against Lord North, when that 
Nobleman was at the head of the Treasury, 
towards the end of the American War 5 on 
being convinced that he had exceeded the 
fair limits of Parliamentary Attack, or had 
deviated into personal Abuse, explain, retract, 
and apologize for his violence or indecorum. 
Mr. Pitt,! though he rarely committed such a 
breach of propriety, and was more measured 
in his .censure or condemnation, seldom, if 
ever, made concession. He even tried, at an 
early period of his Ministerial Career, to over¬ 
bear Sheridan, by making sarcastic allusion 
to the theatrical employments or dramatic 
avocations of that eminent Member, as form¬ 
ing a more appropriate object of his atten¬ 
tion, than parliamentary declamation and pur¬ 
suits : Allusions, which, however classic the 
language in which they were couched, might 
be justly deemed illiberal in their nature. 
But,. Sheridan, with admirable presence of 
mind, turned against him his own weapons; 
leaving behind him the impression of his ge¬ 
nius, drawn from the very key on which Pitt 
had pressed, when he applied to the First 
Minister the denomination of the “ Angry 
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“ Boy,” with which Beji Jonson furnished 
him on the instant. 

In classic knowledge and acquirement’s of 
every kind, as drawn from Greek and Roman 
sources, Pitt and Fox might fairly dispute for’ 
pre-eminence; but the latter left his rival far 
behind, in all the variety of elegant informa¬ 
tion derived from Modern History, Poetry, 
and Foreign Languages. We ought not, in¬ 
deed, to be surprized at this superiorit}’-, if 
we recollect that Fox was above ten years 
older than Pitt; that he nourished’ a much 
stronger natural aittachment to polite letters, 
and enjoyed infinitely more leisure for its 
indulgence. Pitt, as far as my"means of in¬ 
formation ever enabled me to form a judge¬ 
ment, possessed comparatively small general 
acquaintance with those Authors, which fur¬ 
nish the Libraries of Men of Taste and Sci¬ 
ence. How indeed, we may ask, should he 
ever have attained it r Several months before 
he compleated his twenty-second year, he 
found himself with a veiy slender fortune, 
placed in the House of Commons, which situ¬ 
ation opened to his aspiring and ambitious 
mind, the most brilliant prospects of Elevation. 
From that period, if we except the Proroga- 
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tion of 1781;—for in 1782, he was Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and in .1783, he visited the 
Continent;—what portion of time could he 
devote to literary pursuits or accomplishment? 
Near seven years later than the period, of 
which I speak, in the Autumn of the year 
1790 , when it was expected that a rupture 
would have taken place between .the Crowns 
of Great Britain and .Spain, respecting the 
affair of Nootka Sound; conversing with him 
on the subject of the Spanish Possessions ly¬ 
ing along the Shore of the Pacific Ocean, he 
owned that he not only never had read, but, 
he assured me, he never had heard of Com¬ 
modore Byron’s Narrative of his Shipwreck 
in the “ Wager,” on the Coast of Patagonia: 
—a Book to be found in every Circulating 
Library. But, on the other hand, the ra¬ 
pidity and facility with which he acquired, 
digested, and converted to purposes of uti¬ 
lity, his knowledge, was altogether wonder¬ 
ful. With the French Language he was 
grammatically conversant; but, at twenty- 
five, he spoke it imperfectly, and wrote in it 
without freedom or facility, though he subse¬ 
quently improved in these particulars. I re¬ 
peat it, as a Secretary of State for the Foreign 
Department, he could have sustained no com- 
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petition with Fox, in all the branches of solid, 
or of ornamental Attainment, that qualify 
for such a Situation. 

It is not easy to decide relative to their re¬ 
spective superiority in Eloquence. Fox’s Ora¬ 
tory was more impassioned: Pitt’s could boast 
greater correctness of diction. The former 
exhibited, while speaking, all the Tribunitian 
rage : the latter displayed the Consular dig¬ 
nity. But, it must not be forgotten that the 
one commonly attacked, while the other ge¬ 
nerally defended; and it is more easy to im¬ 
pugn or to censure, than to justify Measures 
of State. Had they changed positions in the 
House, the character of their Speeches would 
doubtless have taken a tinge, though it would 
not have been radically altered, by such a 
variation in their political Destiny. From 
Fox’s finest specimens of Oratory, much, as 
it appeared to me, might have been taken 
away, without injuring the effect, or maim¬ 
ing the conclusion. To Pitt’s Speeches no¬ 
thing seemed wanting, yet was there no re¬ 
dundancy. He seemed, as by intuition, to 
hit the precise point, where, having attained 
his object, as far as Eloquence could effect it, 
he sat down. This distinctive and opposite 
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Characteristic of the two men, arose, partly at 
least, from an opinion or principle which Fox 
had adopted. He calculated, that one-third 
of his Audience was always either absent, or 
at Dinner, or asleep j and he therefore usually 
made a short resumption or Epitome of his 
Arguments, for the benefit of this part of the 
Members. So that, after speaking at great 
length, and sometimes apparently summing 
up, as if about to conclude; whenever he saw 
a considerable influx of Attendance, he began 
anew : regardless of the impatience manifest¬ 
ed-on the part of those, whose attention was 
already exhausted by long exertion. - Pitt 
never condescended to avail hirnself of such 
a practice; neither lengthening his Speeches, 
nor abbreviating them, from any considera¬ 
tions except the necessity of fully developing 
his ideas. Indeed, so well was'the relative 
proportion of time generally taken up by the 
two Speakers, known to the old Members, 
that they calculated, whenever Fox was three 
hours on his legs, Pitt replied in two. In all 
the corporeal part of Oratorj^ he observed 
likewise more moderation and measure than 
Fox; who on great occasions, seemed like 
the Pythian Priestess, to labour with th’ in- 
spiring God,” and to dissolve in floods of 
VOL. II. 2 K 
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PerspirAtiou. The Minister, it' is true, be¬ 
came sometimes warmed with his subject, 
and had occasionally recourse to his Hand¬ 
kerchief: but, rather in order to take Breath, 
or to recall his thoughts, by a momentary 
pause, than from physical Agitation. 

A vital defect in Pitt’s composition as a 
Man, must be esteemed his want of Econo¬ 
my : it was hereditary, constitutional, and in¬ 
surmountable. The great Earl of Chatham, 
his father, had to contend with the same de¬ 
ficiency; and never understood, as Lord Hol¬ 
land had .done, the art of accumulating a 
Fortune. But, the first Mr. Pitt, besides the 
lucrative Sinecure of the Privy Seal, which 
he held during several years, enjoyed the Es¬ 
tate of Burton Pynsent in the County of So¬ 
merset, bequeathed to him by Sir William 
Pynsent; together with a Pension of three 
thousand Pounds a year, bestowed on him 
by the Crown. None of these possessions 
however descended to his second son, whose 
whole patrimonial inheritance amounted, I 
believe, only to five thousand Pounds; and it 
never received any ostensible augmentation, 
except a Legacy of three thousand Pounds, 
bequeathed him in October, 1787? by the 
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Duke of Rutland. We may therefore be ena¬ 
bled, with these Data, to form some idea of 
the Elevation of Pitt’s mind, his contempt of 
Money, and his disregard of eveiy selfish or 
interested object ; when, on Sir Edward Wal¬ 
pole’s decease in January, 1784, he disdained 
to take the Clerkship of the Pells in the Ex¬ 
chequer, though, as the Head of that De¬ 
partment, he might have conferred it on him¬ 
self; though Lord Thurlow pressed him not 
to reject such a fair occasion of rendering 
himself independant; and though everj’^ man 
in the kingdom must have approved the act, 
on an impartial survey of his situation. For 
he might not have retained his official Em¬ 
ployments, a single Week. Perhaps it is to 
be regretted that he should have made such a 
sacrifice of private interest, to Glory: but it 
operated throughout his whole life, and even 
beyond the Grave, by its effect on Parliament 
and on the Nation. Antiquity cannot exhi¬ 
bit any more shining instance of disinterest¬ 
edness, either drawn from Theban and Athe¬ 
nian Story, or from the Consular Ages of Rome. 
.Tuvenal’s observation on human nature, 

Quis enim virtutem amplectitur ipsam, 

PrJBinia si tollas ?” 
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did not seem to apply to Pitt. Possibly, 
however, on a deep Estimate, he found even 
his pecuniary recompense in this noble act of 
renunciation. The House of Commons would 
hardly have bestowed the posthumous marks 
of solid admiration and respect, which they 
voted in 1806, on any Minister who had en¬ 
joyed, during two and twenty years, a sine¬ 
cure Place of three thousand Pounds per An¬ 
num, in addition to his Official Emoluments. 

The Salaries annexed to the place of First 
Lord of the Treasury and Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, even though unaided by any pri¬ 
vate Fortune, yet undoubtedly, with prudent 
management, might have been found ade¬ 
quate to Pitt’s expenditure. But, unsup¬ 
ported by Economy, they proved wholly in¬ 
sufficient for the purpose. When he was 
appointed First Minister, his youngest sister, 
Lady Harriet Pitt, resided with him, and 
superintended his Establishment in Down¬ 
ing Street. She possessed, in addition to 
other eminent intellectual endowments, that 
quality which her father and brother wanted; 
and so long as she personally controlled his 
domestic affairs, I have been assured that 
they were restrained within very reasdnable 
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limits. Unfortunately for him, in September, 
1785, within two years after he came into 
power, Lady Harriet gave her hand to Mr. 
Elliot, who became Lord Elliot on his father’s 
Demise; and subsequent to her marriage, 
Pitt’s pecuniary concerns fell into the utmost 
disorder. Debts accumulated; and it was 
commonly asserted, that the Collectors of the 
Taxes found more difficulty in levying them 
from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, than 
from almost any other Inhabitant of West¬ 
minster. Even Tradesmen’s Bills were said 
to be frequently paid, not in money, but, by 
ordering new articles,, and thus augmenting 
the pressure of the evil itself. 

It was not till 1792,- on the Earl of Guild¬ 
ford’s Decease, that Mr. Dundas having learnt 
the Intelligence, and knowing his Friend’s 
Disinterestedness, hurried to St. James’s, went 
into the Closet, and asked of His Majesty the 
place of Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, 
for Pitt; which Office the King immediately 
conferred on him, though it had been pre¬ 
viously intended by the Sovereign, as I know, 
for the late Duke of Dorset. Such was the 
Superiority of the first Minister’s Mind, to 
every Object of personal Emolument or Ac- 
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quisition, that he disdained to ask any Re¬ 
ward, even from the Prince whom he had so 
long and so efficaciously served. For my 
knowledge of this curious and interesting 
Fact, I am indebted to the Right Honorable 
William Dundas, Nephew to the late Lord 
Melville, whose Authority on such a Point, 
is superior to all Contradiction. The Salary, 
which in Mr. Pitt’s person was rendered no¬ 
minally Three Thousand, five hundred Pounds 
a year, might have formed a very handsome 
addition to his income: but, the necessary 
deductions of many kinds, to be made from 
that sum; the expenses which he incurred in 
altering or embellishing Walmer Castle; and 
more than both, his facility or liberality in 
granting small Pensions to invalided or aged 
Artificers, of various descriptions, belonging 
to the Cinque Ports; —these combined causes 
reduced the real receipt below half its osten¬ 
sible amount. Yet when he went out of 
Office in 1801, loaded with Debts, he pos¬ 
sessed no other independant means of subsis¬ 
tence. It is indeed true, that as early as 1790, 
he had been elected Master of the Trinity 
House; but I have always considered that 
Appointment, though honourable, as unpro¬ 
ductive of any pecuniary Emolument. When 
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we reflect on the circumstances here enu¬ 
merated, we may regret, but we cannot won¬ 
der, that after holding the Reins of Govern¬ 
ment, almost his whole life; and conferring 
so many Dignities, as well as Offices, during 
a Period of near nineteen years; he should 
die not only poor, but, oppressed under a 
Burthen of Debt. Yet must we distinguish 
between a sort of virtuous, or at least venial 
Poverty, if I may so express myself, caused 
by want of Economy, in a man who devoted 
his exertions to the Public Service; and Fox’s 
similar wants, produced by a rage for Play, 
which not only reduced him from Affluence 
to a state of Dereliction, but finally com¬ 
pelled him to accept an eleemosynary contri¬ 
bution from his political and personal Friends, 
in order to furnish him with the means of 
subsistence. It is unnecessary to contrast 
the two positions, or Characters, which un¬ 
doubtedly excite in our minds very opposite 
sensations, and awaken widely different de¬ 
grees of moral censure or disapprobation. 

Pitt’s great superiority to his Antagonist, 
and his consequent ministerial success, flowed 
principally from two causes. The first was 
his admirable Judgement. That intelligence 
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restrained Ills parliamentary exertions during 
the American War, and induced him, while 
heaping accusations on the Ministers, to 
spare the King. I know that he received, a 
hint, soon after he began to speak in the 
House of Commons, warning him to avoid 
that rock on which Fox had split, and to be 
cautious how he mentioned, or alluded to, the 
Royal Name. He did not despise the advice. 
The same superior intelligence impelled him, 
when Lord North was driven from Power, to 
refuse Office under an Administration, which, 
he foresaw, from its component materials, 
could only be of short duration. It dictated 
to him, to take the Chancellorship of the. Ex¬ 
chequer under Lord Shelburne; but it equally 
suggested to him, the impracticability of re¬ 
taining the situation of First Minister, when 
pressed by his Majesty in March, 1783, to 
assume that high Office, after the Earl of 
Shelburne’s Resignation. In renouncing a 
situation so flattering to his pride and his 
Ambition, though it lay within his grasp, he 
exhibited, when not twenty-four, the deepest 
and calmest discernment: for, if he had 
yielded to the wishes of the Sovereign, it 
seems certain that he could not have main¬ 
tained himself in power against Fox and Lord 
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North, who had not then committed any 
other Act calculated to excite the public 
condemnation, except the mere approxima¬ 
tion of their respective Parliamentary Adhe¬ 
rents, and their own political union. Pitt, 
with consummate Judgement, waited till’the 
Coalition had brought forward the “ East 
“ India Bill,” and could no longer recede, in 
order to profit of their indiscretion. He 
accepted in December, the Employment, 
which; nine Months earlier, he had wisely 
declined; exhibiting, on both occasions, equal 
ability: but he never associated Lord Shel¬ 
burne, to his power, nor allowed hina a 
place in the Cabinet. His whole conduct, 
while struggling against Fox’s Majority in 
the House of Commons, during successive 
Months, formed the triumph of paramount 
capacity, over imprudence and rapacious 
Precipitation. If we were to pursue the com¬ 
parison lower in Pitt’s life, we should trace 
the same effects resulting from similar causes, 
during the critical conflict between him and 
Fox, in the Winter of 1788; when the latter, 
instead of advising the Heir Apparent to 
accept the Regency under any conditions, 
however severe, on which Parliament might 
think proper to confer it during the King’s 
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malady, laid claim to it as a matter of right* 
The Minister instantly perceived, and fast¬ 
ened like ah Eagle, on his adversary’s error; 
which, by producing delay, happily allowed 
time for his Majesty’s Recovery, and of course 
perpetuated the duration of Pitt’s power. 

The second point that gave him an ascen¬ 
dant over Fox, arose from the correctness of 
his deportment, and regularity of life. This 
circumstance, which, under Charles the Se¬ 
cond, would have counted for little in the 
scale, operated with decisive effect under a 
Prince such as George the Third. Nor did it 
produce less beneficial results with the people 
at large. Some internal Guarantee, drawn 
from moral Character, high Integrity, and 
indisputable Rectitude of Intention, seemed 
indeed necessary, in order to justify to the 
Nation, the choice of the Sovereign, when 
entrusting to a young Man, destitute of Pro¬ 
perty, the Finances and Concerns of an Em¬ 
pire, reduced by a long and disastrous War, 
to a state of great depression. Pitt had in 
fact no other stake to deposit, as a Security 
for his good Conduct, unless we take into our 
calculation, his possible reversion of the Earl¬ 
dom of Chatham. He had likewise to con- 
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tend with another deficiency. During the 
whole course of the eighteenth Century, and 
I believe I may say, since the Accession of 
Elizabeth, he is the only English First Minis¬ 
ter who lived and died in a state of Celibacy. 
He was not therefore attached to the Com¬ 
monwealth by those endearing ties, which 
blend the Statesman, with the Husband 
and the Father; thus giving a species of 
compound Pledge for good conduct, to the 
Country. Mr. Pelham, who presided over the 
Councils of Great Britain during ten years, 
under George the Second, was, it is true, 
like Pitt, only a younger Son of a Noble 
House; but his brother, the Duke of New¬ 
castle, might be justly considered as one of 
the greatest Subjects in Fortune, as well as 
in Rank, to be found within the Kingdom. 
Mr. Pelham, who married a daughter of the 
Duke of Rutland, had likewise by her a nu¬ 
merous family, and possessed in his own per¬ 
son, considerable landed property. 

Even Fox, though he remained long un¬ 
married, yet finally entered into that state; 
and he aspired to have done it much earlier 
in life, if his efforts for the purpose had not 
proved unsuccessful. During the early part 
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of Hastings’s .Trial, in 1787, he raised his 
eyes and hopes to the Duke of Newcastle’s 
Box in Westminster Hall, where usually, sat 
Miss Pulteney, afterwards created by Pitt, 
Countess of Bath in her- own right; then 
justly esteemed one of the greatest Heiresses 
in the Kingdom. After exhibiting his powers 
of Oratory, as a public Man, in the Mana¬ 
ger’s Box below, he sometimes ascended in 
his private capacity, to try the effect of his 
Eloquence under the character of a Lover. 
All his Friends aided a cause, which, by ren¬ 
dering their Chief independant in his fortune, 
would have healed the wounds inflicted by 
his early indiscretion. General Fitzpatrick 
usually kept a place for him, near the Lady; 
and for some time the Courtship assumed so 
auspicious an appearance, that I remember. 
Hare, when speculating on the probable .issue 
of the marriage, said, with admirable FIu- 
mour, that “ they would inevitably be Duns, 
‘‘ with Black Manes and Tails alluding to 
the Lady’s fair Complexion and red Hair, 
contrasted with Fox’s dark hue. The af¬ 
fair nevertheless terminated, from-whatever 
Cause, without success. Pitt,' though, at dif¬ 
ferent periods of his life, he distinguished cer¬ 
tain Ladies, some of whom I could name, by 
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marks of great predilection ^ and in one in¬ 
stance seemed even to meditate Marriage, 
yet never persisted in the attempt: but his 
Name, Descent, Abilities, and private Cha¬ 
racter, surmounted every impediment to his 
elevation. Fox could no more have been 
placed at the head of the Treasury, than 
Dean Swift could have been made Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury; or than Lord Boling- 
broke, under Queen Anne, or the Duke of 
Wharton under George the First, could have 
filled the office of First Minister. He want¬ 
ed, like them, an essential quality; high mo¬ 
ral Character. Of this deficiency he was, 
himself, sensible, and was said to have once 
expressed his conviction of it, in laconic, but 
forcible terms. 

While Pitt unquestionably anticipated the 
probable necessity for his ultimately recur¬ 
ring to the measure of calling together a new 
House of Commons; he by.no means dis- 
dained to avail himself of all the means and 
modes that could be suggested, for diminish¬ 
ing, and if possible, annihilating the majority, 
to which Fox owed his actual consequence. 
Every effort was exerted by himself, and by 
his friends, in order to accomplish that point. 
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The Recess, limited to little more than a fort¬ 
night, allowed him only a very short space for 
exertion; and the numbers which had hi¬ 
therto supported the Coalition, during the 
progress of the East India Bill ” through 
the House, in every stage, generally amount¬ 
ed to double, or almost double the Votes on 
the opposite side. Two hundred and seven¬ 
teen Members had voted for its Commitment; 
a great proportion in an Assembly, then 
composed only of five hundred and fifty-eight 
persons. To reduce such a superiority, first 
to something approaching an equality, and 
finally to a Minority, might well seem a hope¬ 
less undertaking; even admitting all the ve¬ 
nality, want of principle, or tergiversation, 
with which that Assembly has been so often 
reproached. Much more success was, how¬ 
ever, expected from applications addressed to 
the part of the Coalition which might be con¬ 
sidered as holding to Lord North; than from 
the adherents of the Rockingham Party, or 
among the personal supporters and friends of- 
Fox. Many of Lord North's political con¬ 
nexions, who had in fact voted with him on 
the India Bill, under a conviction of the 
Measure itself having obtained the consent of 
the Crown ; were naturally disposed to with- 
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draw their support, if not to transfer their 
services, on the discovery of their mistake. 
There existed only three ways by which 
Fox’s majority might be reduced. In conse¬ 
quence of the attendance of new Members, 
who had not hitherto taken any part. By 
the future non-attendance of those, who had 
supported the Coalition up to the present 
time; and lastly, by desertion from the 
enemy’s ranks, over to those of the new Ad¬ 
ministration. The latter Votes, as counting 
double, of course became most sought after 
and valued. 

A separation had, indeed, already taken 
place among Lord North’s immediate per¬ 
sonal followers. Of the two former Secre¬ 
taries of the Treasury, Sir Grey Cooper con¬ 
tinued to support him invariably : but Robin¬ 
son, conceiving himself absolved from any 
Obligation to accompany his antient Prin¬ 
cipal, through all the consequences of his new 
political Alliances, quitted altogether that 
Party. No man in the House of Commons, 
as I have had Occasion to remark, knew so 
much of its original Composition; the means 
by which every individual attained his Seat; 
and in many instances, how far, and through 
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what channels, he might prove accessible. 
Though Mr. Pitt made the fifth First Mini¬ 
ster, whom that Parliament had beheld in the 
short space of little more than twenty-one 
Months i -yet the individual Members com¬ 
posing the Lower House, had undergone 
only a very trifling variation, since the gene¬ 
ral Election. Recourse was therefore had to 
Robinson, under the present delicate and ar¬ 
duous circumstances of public Affairs, in or¬ 
der to obtain his active exertions for Govern¬ 
ment. He complied with the application; 
and unquestionably rendered very essential 
service. I have always considered the Earl¬ 
dom of Abergavenny, as the remuneration 
given by the Crown, for that assistance. Ro¬ 
binson’s only daughter and child, had been 
married some years before, to the Honorable 
Henry Neville, eldest son of Lord Aberga¬ 
venny; who was placed at the head of. the 
list of Earls, created by Pitt, on the 11th of 
May, 1784, not five Months after the facts 
took place, under our discussion. 

While I am engaged on the Subject of the 
House of Commons, and of the influence or 
Corruption by which it has been always ma¬ 
naged, particularly during the last, and a 
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Part of the present Reign > I shall relate some 
Particulars, Which cannot perhaps be intro¬ 
duced with more Propriety than in this 
Place. AVe may see in the “ Memoirs of 
Prince Eugene of Savoy,” what Influence he 
attributes to the “ Presents of Champagne 
“ and Burgundy” made by Marshal Tallard, 
then a Prisoner of War in England, to 
“ Right Honourable Members of Parliament.” 
Nay, the Prince asserts positively, that in the 
same Year, 171 15 when he came over in Per¬ 
son to London, with the avowed object of re¬ 
taining, if possible. Queen Anne and her Mi-i 
nisters in the Grand Alliance against France ; 
he had recourse, himself, to Corruption. 

des P?'csens” says he, ‘‘ car on pent 

acheter beaucoup en AngleterreP If such 
constituted the ordinary practice under the 
last Princess of the Stuart Line, at a Time 
that Parliaments were not septennial, but 
only triennial-, we may be quite assured, that 
they did not become more virtuous after the 
Accession of the reigning Family, when the 
House of Commons was elected for seven 
Years. 

Proofs of the Venality practised by Sir 
Robert Walpole, during the whole course 

VOL. II. 2 L 
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of his long Administration, it seems unne¬ 
cessary to produce, as that Minister did not 
disclaim or resent the Imputation. Nor did 
his political Adversaries disdain, whatever 
Professions of public Virtue they might make, 
to have Recourse to the same unworthy Ex¬ 
pedients, in order to effect his Removal. 
We have the authority of a Member of their 
own Body, for the Fact. Don Carlos,’* 
(Frederick, Prince of Wales,) says Mr. Glover 
in his “ Memoirs,” recently published, “ told 
“ me, that it cost him Twelve Thousand 
“ Pounds in Corruption, particularly among 
“ the Tories, to carry the Westminster and 
“ Chippenham Elections in 1742, and other 
“ Points, which compelled Lord Orford, at 
“ that Time Sir Robprt Walpole, to quit the’ 
“ House of Commons.” It is difficult to ad¬ 
duce more satisfactory and unimpeachable 
Proof of any Fact, as Glover was a man of 
strict Veracity. Neither was Mr. Pelham, 
who, after a short Interval succeeded Sir Ro¬ 
bert, and who held his situation near eleven 
Years; though he may be justly esteemed 
one of the most upright Statesmen who pre¬ 
sided in the Councils of George the Second; 
less liable to the Accusation of corrupting 
Parliament, than his Predecessor. 
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A friend of mine, a Man of Rank and high 
Character, whom I do not name, because, 
being still alive, I consider myself not at li¬ 
berty to divulge it ^ but, whose Name would 
at once stamp the Veracity and Authenticity 
of whatever he relates j has frequently assured 
me, that about the Year 1767, he was person¬ 
ally acquainted with Roberts, who had been 
Secretary of the Treasury under Mr. Pelham • 
but who was then old, infirm, and near his 
End. He lies buried in Westminster Abbey; 
in Poets’ Corner, where his Epitaph describes 
him, as “ the most faithful Secretary of the 
Right Honourable Henry Pelham.” This 
Gentleman conversing with Roberts, upon 
the Events of those Times when he held a 
place under Administration, and particularly 
on the Manner in which the House of Com¬ 
mons was then managed; Roberts avowed 
without Reserve, that while he remained at 
the Treasury, there were a number of Mem¬ 
bers who regularly received from him their 
Payment or Stipend, at the end of every Ses¬ 
sion, in Bank Notes. The Sums, which va¬ 
ried according to the Merits, Ability, and 
Attendance of the respective Individuals, 
amounted usually from Five Hundred Pounds, 
to Eight Hundred Pounds, per Annum, 
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“ This Largess I distributed,” added Roberts, 
« in the Court of Requests, on the day of the 
Prorogation of Parliament. I took my 
« stand there; and as the Gentlemen passed 
me, in going to, or returning from the 
House, I conveyed the Money, in a squeeze 
“ of the hand. AVhatever person received 
“ the Ministerial Bounty in the manner thus 
“ related,. I entered his name in a Book, 
which was preserved in the deepest secrecy; 
it being never inspected by any one, except 
“ the King and Mr. Pelham. On the de- 
“ cease of that Minister in 1754, his Brother 
“ the Duke of Newcastle, Mr. Fox, after- 
“ wards Lord Holland, and others of the Ca- 
“ binet, who succeeded to Power; anxious. 
“ to obtain an accurate Knowledge of the 
private State of the House of Commons, 
and particularly to ascertain the Names of 
“ all the Individuals who received Money 
during Mr. Pelham’s Life, applied to me 
“ for Information. They further demanded 
of me to surrender the Book, in which, as 
“ they knew, I was accustomed to enter the 
above Particulars. Conceiving a Compli- 
ance to be dishonourable, I peremptorily 
refused to deliver it up, except by the 
King’s express command, and to His Ma- 
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jesty in person. In consequence of my re- 
fusal, they acquainted the King of the cir- 
cumstance, who sent for me to St. James’s, 
“ where I was introduced into the Closet- 
more than one of the above mentioned Mi- 
nisters being present. George the Second 
ordered me to return him the Book in ques- 
tion, with which injunction I immediately 
complied. At the same time taking the 
Poker in his hand, he put it into the fire, 
made it red hot, and then, while we stood 
round him, he thrust the Book into the 
flames, where it was immediately reduced 
“ to ashes. He considered it in fact, as too 
sacred and confidential a Register, to be 
“ thus transferred over to the new Ministers, 
and as having become extinct with the Ad- 
“ ministration of Mr. Pelham.” 

It is unquestionable that the Duke of New¬ 
castle, though he failed in getting possession 
of his Brother’s secret information, in conse¬ 
quence of Roberts’s firmness; yet pursued the 
same mode of management, on becoming, 
himself. First Lord of the Treasury. Un¬ 
der Lord Bute’s Government, when, from a 
variety of causes, a violent Opposition in Par¬ 
liament arose, which required the whole 
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power of Ministry to stem, similar practices 
were carried to a greater length. John Ross 
Mackay, who had been private Secretary to 
the Earl of Bute, and afterwards, during se¬ 
venteen years was Treasurer of the Ord¬ 
nance ^ a man with whom I was personally 
acquainted 3 frequently avowed the fact. He 
lived to a very advanced age, sat in several 
Parliaments, and only died, I believe, in 1796 . 
A Gentleman of high professional rank, and 
of unimpeached veracity, told me, that dining 
at the late Earl of Besborough’s in Cavendish 
Square, in the year 1790, where only four 
persons were present, including himself 3 
Ross Mackay, who was one of the number, 
gave them the most ample information upon 
this subject. Lord Besborough having called, 
after Dinner, for a Bottle of excellent Cham¬ 
pagne, of which wine Mackay was fond 3 and 
the conversation accidentally turning on the 
means of governing the House of Commons, 
Mackay said that Money formed, after all, 
the only effectual and certain method.” 
“ The Peace of 1763,” continued he, was 
“ carried through and approved by a pecuni- 
“ ary distribution. Nothing else could have 
“ surmounted the difficulty. 1 was, myself, 
the channel through which the monej^ 
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passed. With my own hand I secured 
‘‘ above one hundred and twenty Votes, on 
“ that vital question to Ministers. Eighty 
“ thousand Pounds were set apart for the pur- 
“ pose. Forty Members of the House of 
“ Commons received from me, a thousand 
“ Pounds each. To eighty others, I paid five 
‘‘ hundred Pounds apiece.” Mackay after¬ 
wards confirmed more than once, this fact, to 
the Gentleman above mentioned, who related 
it to me. He added, that Lord Besborough 
appeared, himself, so sensible of the impru¬ 
dence, as well as impropriety of the avowal 
made by Mackay, at his Table ; that His 
Lordship sent to him, and to the fourth per¬ 
son who had been present on the occasion, 
next morning, to entreat of them, on no ac¬ 
count to divulge it during Mackay’s life. 

Wilkes was however perfectly well in¬ 
structed on the subject, and made no secret of 
his information, even at the time when the 
Treaty of Fontainbleau was a recent transac¬ 
tion. In his memorable Letter addressed 
from Paris, 22d October, 1764,” to the 
Electors of Aylesbury, he says, ‘‘ I will not 
“ compliment the present profligate Majority 
“ in the House of Commons, so far as to say. 



520 


HISTORICAL 


[1785. 


they were so well informed, that they knew 
the exact truth of eoery assertion in the 
^ North Briton,’ No. 45. One particular, 
however, came within their knowledge; 
the means by which it is hinted that the 
entire Appj'ohation of Parliament^ even of 
“ the Preliminary Articles of the late inglo- 
rious Peace, was obtained; and the pre- 
vious step to the obtaining that entire Ap- 
pi'obatiovy the large Debt contracted on the 
“ Civil List. They knew this Assertion was 
“ extremely true, and I am as ready to own 
‘‘ that it was extremely scandalous.'* It is im¬ 
possible to convey a charge of such a nature, 
in less equivocal or ambiguous language. 

Relative to the three successive Administra¬ 
tions, namely that of George Grenville, of the 
Marquis of Rockingham, and of the Duke 
of Grafton, which comprized the period of 
time between April 1765, and January, 1770, 
I can state nothing from my own personal 
knowledge. Bradshaw conducted that De¬ 
partment, under the Duke of Grafton. The 
same System certainly continued during the 
period of the American War, when Robinson, 
and under him, Brummell, were its Agents. 
I incline nevertheless strongly to doubt 
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whether, towards the termination of Lord 
North’s Ministry, these practices subsisted 
in all their force; by which I mean to say, 
that I question whether any individual Mem¬ 
ber of the House of Commons, was paid for 
his vote and support in Bank Notes; as it 
would appear had been done under Walpole, 
Pelham, and most, if not all their Successors, 
down to that time. More refinement had in¬ 
sensibly been introduced into the distribution 
of Gratifications; which were conveyed in 
oblique shapes, such as Lottery Tickets, 
Scrip, Jobs, Contracts, and other beneficial 
forms, by which the Majority was kept to¬ 
gether, in defiance of a most unfortunate, if 
not an ill conducted war. Lord North, when 
First Minister, was supposed to command 
full one hundred and seventy Members at 
his absolute devotion, who were prepared 
to vote with him upon every Question: nor 
would his head, indeed, have been secure, 
from 1777 down to 1782, unless he could 
have counted upon such a steady and nu¬ 
merous support, at a time when every Month 
teemed with misfortunes or defeats. Of this 
great Body, only a comparatively small portion 
had however continued to adhere to him, 
after he joined with Fox; and many more 



522 


HISTORICAL 


[1783. 

had quitted him on the first introduction of 
the “ India Bill.” Still, even in the last days 
of December, 1783, when dismissed from 
Employment, he remained the nominal head 
of a considerable Party; upon many indivi¬ 
duals composing which, it was natural to sup¬ 
pose, that an impression might be made, by 
representations addressed to their principles, 
their passions, or their interests. Nor can 
Mr. Pitt, standing as he did, in the critical, 
as well as hazardous predicament, of having 
accepted the first Offices of Government, un¬ 
supported in one House of Parliament; be 
blamed for availing himself of every fair or 
honorable means, to diminish the Majority 
possessed by his Adversaries. I am at the 
same time persuaded, from the Elevation of 
his mind, and the purity of his principles, 
that he was incapable of authorizing, no less 
than Robinson would have disdained to prac¬ 
tise, any other methods of procuring Adhe¬ 
rents, than such as the British Constitution 
either recognizes, or which are in fact in¬ 
separable from its practical Existence. 

Among the Persons of Eminence to whom 
Mr. Pitt had recourse for support, at this 
delicate Crisis of his Ministerial Life, when 
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every parliamentary aid which could sustain 
him against the Coalition, was anxiously 
sought after, the late Lord Sackville attracted 
his attention. That Nobleman had hitherto 
taken no decided part in the Debates, during 
the progress of the “ East India Bill,” though 
he voted against it personally in both the 
Divisions which took place on the 15th and 
17 th of December, in the House of Peers. 
He had, indeed, early considered it to be a 
Measure which would excite great fermenta¬ 
tion throughout the Country, as well as op¬ 
position on the part of the Crown, when its 
political consequences came to be well appre¬ 
ciated and understood. He even repeatedly 
predicted, that it would probably overturn the 
Ministry of Lord North and Fox. Impressed 
with these sentiments, he exhorted his Ne¬ 
phew, the Duke of Dorset, who arrived in 
London from Paris, soon after the Session 
opened; to be cautious how he engaged him¬ 
self too far in supporting it, till he had ascer¬ 
tained and sounded the ground. The Duke 
profited of the Advice. Lord Sackville, be¬ 
sides his own vote, and his Brother-in-law 
Lord Milton’s Proxy, of which, from his in¬ 
fluence over that Nobleman’s mind, he might 
be said to dispose, in the same House of Par- 
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liament; brought in gratuitously two Mem^ 
bers at East Grinstead;—for he had a mind 
too noble ever to sell either of the Seats;—thus 
commanding or influencing four Votes, in ad¬ 
dition to his own personal weight and con^ 
nexions. 

During the Christmas recess, after the ad¬ 
journment of the two Houses, having quitted 
London, he went down to his Seat at Dray¬ 
ton. Mr. Pitt having applied to a Member 
of the House of Peers, requesting his. exer¬ 
tions to procure Lord Sackville’s personal at¬ 
tendance and support, at a moment of such 
diflTiculty j he mentioned my name to the 
Minister, as a person capable, from the friend¬ 
ship with which Lord Sackville honored me, 
of facilitating his wishes on the subject. The 
Nobleman in question having subsequently 
called on me, at a very late hour of the night, 
of the 29th of December, after I was in bed, 
acquainted me with the above-mentioned cir¬ 
cumstances. Impelled by the wish of serving 
Mr. Pitt, I waited on him, at his Brother 
Lord Chatham’s House in Berkeley Square, 
next Morning, and at his desire undertook 
the service. But I candidly informed him 
at the same time, that, from my knowledge 
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of Lord Sackville’s sentiments, and for the 
obvious reasons which must render Lord 
Howe, as well as the Marquis of Carmarthen, 
who were both Members of the New Admi¬ 
nistration, personally distasteful to him; I 
doubted his compliance, unless the solicita¬ 
tions were sustained from various quarters. 
And I exhorted him, not only to write, him¬ 
self, to Lord Sackville, but to procure similar 
applications from his three personal Friends 
in the Cabinet; the Chancellor, the Lord 
President, and Lord Sydney. Mr. Pitt rea¬ 
dily adopted the suggestion. I then assured 
him that I would set off on the following 
Dayj it being previously settled, that the 
Messenger, who was to be charged with the 
ministerial letters for Drayton, should not pass 
me on the road, but allow me to arrive before 
him at my destination. 

On the ensuing Morning, being the 31st of 
December, I left London very early, in order 
to have time to see and to converse with the 
Duke of Dorset, in my way to Lord Sack¬ 
ville. . The Duke was then on a visit at Lord 
Salisbury’s, at Hatfield. I acquainted him 
with the object of my journey, in the success 
of which he co-operated with all his exertions. 



526 HISTORICAL [1783. 

It was past ten at night when I reached 
Drayton, in most inclement weather. Lord 
Sackville, whom I found engaged at Chess 
with his youngest Daughter, expressed some 
surprize at my first entrance into the Apart¬ 
ment. But, his natural penetration soon led 
him to conceive, that my visit at such a 
Season, must have a deeper motive than 
friendship or amusement. As soon as we 
were alone, I therefore told him the cause of 
my unexpected Arrival, and related every 
circumstance that had taken place, except 
the advice which I had ventured to offer Mr. 
Pitt, respecting applications from his Friends 
in the Cabinet. Next day, the Messenger 
brought the Dispatches j and Lord Sackville, 
after perusing them, returned the answer 
which I had foreseenj namely, that ‘‘though 
“ he would accept no Office under Ministry, 
“ nor ask any favour from the Administra- 
“ tion recently formed; yet, that his Prin- 
“ ciples, and the dutiful submission that he 
“ felt towards His Majesty, would impel him 
“ to give every support to the New Govern- 
“ raent, in the present arduous Crisis of af- 
“ fairs.’* He punctually performed this pro¬ 
mise, evincing himself a steady Friend to the 
Ministry, during the whole future progress of 
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the eventful Contest then carrying on in Par¬ 
liament. 


It was not, however, by individual applica¬ 
tions of any kind, nor even by private exer¬ 
tions and assistance, however successful they 
might be, nor even by the personal interfe¬ 
rence of the Sovereign himself, that Mr. Pitt 
could have been maintained in Office. The 
Public, and the Public only, enabled him to 
defeat the powerful Phalanx drawn up against 
him. During the two first weeks of Decem¬ 
ber, while the fate of the “ India Bill ” remain¬ 
ed still doubtful, the Committee of Proprie-- 
tors, which sat unintermittingly in Leadenhall 
Street, sounded the alarm from one end of the 
Kingdom, to the other extremity. A Mem¬ 
ber of that Committee, who took an active 
part in their Deliberations, assured me, that 
in the circular letters which they addressed 
to almost every Town or Corporate Body 
throughout Great Britain, they contented 
themselves with saying in few words, “ Our 
Property and Charter are forcibly invaded. 
“ Look, to your own.” A copy of Fox’s 
Billy enclosed, which served as the best Com¬ 
mentary on the text, soon produced a corres¬ 
ponding and general effect. Kidicule and Sa- 
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tyre joined their aid to expose the Coati-, 
‘‘ lion.” Two Prints in particular, con¬ 
ceived with admirable humour, were circula¬ 
ted throughout the Metropolis. In one. Fox, 
under the Character of a.“ Political Samp-; 
“ son,’" appeared carrying away on hisshouU 
ders the India House, that he had pulled 
down j out of the windows of which Edifice,, 
the .terrified Directors were endeavouring to 
effect their escape. The other Print, deno¬ 
minated The triumphal entry of Carlo, 

Khan into Delhidisplayed the Secretary, 
of State, habited in the Costume of a Mogul 
Emperor, seated on an Elephant, whose coun-, 
tenance bore a most striking resemblance to, 
Lord North; and preceded by Burke, as his 
Trumpeter. It is difficult to conceive the 
moral operation, and wide diffusion, of these 
Caricatures, through every part of the Coun¬ 
try. 

About the close of the year, the new First 
Minister exhibited, (perhaps not without pro¬ 
found design,) a proof of. Power, which his 
predecessors had never been able to display ; 
in elevating his relation and active supporter,. 
Mr. Thomas Pitt, to the Peerage. Before the 
Month of January had elapsed, two other in- 
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dividuals were raised by him to the same 
Dignity. He probably meant to shew his 
Adherents, as well as his Opponents, in the 
House of Commons, the facility with which 
he disposed of the Honors of the Crown, 
withheld by the Sovereign from the “ Coali- 

tion i” and consequently the rewards which 
might attend the early repairing to the royal 
Standard. In order to counteract this display 
of Ministerial favor, and with a View to keep 
their forces together, his Antagonists were 
said to have promised a long list of contin¬ 
gent British Peerages, exceeding thirty in 
number, to their principal friends in the Low¬ 
er House. The names of these Gentlemen 
were in general circulation ; and the greater 
part of them have since, at difl’erent periods 
subsequent to the French Revolution, re¬ 
ceived from Pitt the Boon, which they had 
failed to obtain from the Coalition Adminis¬ 
tration. 

1784. 12th January.] Whatever favorable 
effect, the Peerage conferred by the Minister 
on Mr. Thomas Pitt, might produce within 
the walls of the House of Commons; an act 
which he performed soon afterwards, operated 
far more beneficially for him without doors, 

VOL. II. 2 M 
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on the minds of the Public. Sir Edward 
Walpole’s death having vaeated the lucrative 
post of Clerk of the Pells in the Exchequer; 
Pitt, instead of taking it for himself, or con¬ 
ferring it on his Brother Lord Chatham, as 
might not only have seemed natural and ve¬ 
nial, but as he was urged to do by his poli¬ 
tical friends; immediately gave it to Colonel 
Barre, in order to extinguish the ample Pen¬ 
sion enjoyed by him ever since Lord Shel¬ 
burne’s accession to power. So unusual a 
proof of superiority to pecuniary temptation, 
exhibited by a man destitute of patrimonial 
Fortune; even though it might have origina¬ 
ted in deep policy, more than in disinterest¬ 
edness, as his enemies asserted or insinuated; 
yet attracted just admiration, and extorted 
general applause. Fox, nevertheless, while 
he admitted the abstract merit of the action 
itself, did not reprobate with less severity, the 
principles on which Pitt had acquired pos¬ 
session of Office. Nor did he display with 
less ostentation, on the day when the House 
of Commons met, after its short Adjournment, 
the unlimited command that he exercised over 
the Majority of that Assembly. Of this em¬ 
pire he gave the most convincing proof, by 
not only, in Parliamentary language, taking 
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possession of the House when it re-assem¬ 
bled ; but, by precluding tlie Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, in subversion of all usage, 
from being heard, though charged with a 
Message from the King, till Fox had sub¬ 
mitted and carried five Resolutions, in a Com¬ 
mittee on the State of the Nation. Three of 
these, he moved, himself. The other two, he 
delegated to Lord Surrey, who was said to 
have been selected from among the numerous 
Candidates for Parliamentary Service, in con¬ 
sequence of a classic recommendation. It 
having been agitated at the Meeting of the 
Opposition, held on the preceding Evening, 
at Burlington House j what individual to 
choose for bringing forward two of the Reso¬ 
lutions next day, in the House of Commons; 
one of the persons present, on being appealed 
to for his opinion, exclaimed with Richard^ 


Saddle black Surrey for the field to-morrow! ” 

Throughout the whole Debate which took 
place on that occasion. Fox appeared as the 
Arbiter of the scene, propelling, restraining, 
and directing the machine, according to his 
volition; while the Minister, sustained only 
by the vast powers of his mind, and a con- 
2 M 2 
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sciousness of possessing equally the royal, aad 
the popular favor, struggled vainly against the 
current. He was borne away, together with 
his followers, by its violence, after making an 
eloquent and masterly appeal to the candor 
of his audience. One of Lord Surrey’s Mo¬ 
tions, calculated to stigmatize the King per¬ 
sonally, as having permitted his sacred 
Name to be unconstitutionally used, in 
‘‘ order to affect the Deliberations of Parlia- 
menty’ was voted by a very considerable 
Majority, in a crowded House, at seven 
o’clock in the morning. Yet, even amidst so 
conspicuous a triumph. Fox might find sub¬ 
ject for just apprehension, in his already di¬ 
minished numbers. Instead of dividing, as 
he had done before the Recess, nearly two to 
one upon almost every Question, He carried 
the first Division against Administration, upon 
going into the Committee on the Order of 
‘‘ the Day,” by on]y thirty-nine; though four 
hundred and twenty-five Members voted on 
the occasion. Lord Surrey’s Motion passed^ 
it is true, hy^fifty-four; but, as only three hun¬ 
dred and thirty-eight persons voted on that 
Question, it appeared evident that the aug¬ 
mentation on the side of Opposition, arose 
from the better discipline and closer attend- 
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ance enforced among tlieir followers, than was 
observed by the adherents of Government. 
When Fox, elated by his advantage, attempted, 
four days afterwards, on the l6th of January, 
to make the House declare, that “ the Con- 
tinuance of Ministers in Office, was con- 
“ trary to the Principles of the Constitution,” 
he found his Majority declined to twenty - one ^ 
on a Division where three hundred and eighty- 
nine Members voted. His Parliamentary As¬ 
cendancy therefore, however apparently im¬ 
posing, palpably rested on a most precarious 
and decaying foundation. 

Never, in the History of Parliament, were 
Debates conducted with more asperity and 
personal recrimination, than during the period 
of Pitt’s and Fox’s contest for power. Ac¬ 
cusations the most futile and unbecoming in 
their Nature, were preferred on both sides, 
with the view of rendering each other odious 
to the Nation. Sir Richard Hill, Member for 
Shropshire, animadverted with some severity, 
on the attendance, and marks of interest ex¬ 
hibited by the Prince of Wales, while present 
in the lower House. His Royal Higliness, 
though from deference to his Father’s avowed 
wishes, he had absented himself on the day 
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when the East India Bill” was finally re* 
jected in the House of Peers; yet did not 
the less retain his predilection for its authors. 
His presence in the Plouse of Commons, 
might therefore be considered as indirectly- 
encouraging to Fox and “ the Coalition.” 
Frederic, Prince of Wales, his Grandfather, 
had however given the same marks of partia¬ 
lity to the Minority which drove Sir Robert 
Walpole from power, in the beginning of 
1743, witliout exciting any comment or dis¬ 
approbation. Pulteney, then at the head 
of Opposition, even alluded in one of his 
Speeches, to his consciousness of the august 
Personage before whom he spoke. Sir Richard 
Hill was one of the most upright, disinterest¬ 
ed, and honest men who ever sat in Parlia¬ 
ment. Andrew Marvel was not more incor¬ 
rupt : but his religious cast of character laid 
him open to the shafts of ridicule. The 
“ Rolliad” describes him as 

Friend of King George, but of King Jesus more.” 

In the same Manner, the Earl of Dartmouth, 
while a Member of Lord North’s Cabinet, 
being likewise known to entertain very deep 
sentiments of Religion, had obtained from 
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the Opposition, the nick-name of the Psalm 
Singer.” 

The indecorous personality of Debate that 
distinguished the Lower House, during this 
extraordinary crisis of affairs, produced sceries 
apparently unbecoming the Assembly where 
they originated, and such as we would vainly 
expect to find in more tranquil periods of our 
Parliamentary History. General Ross rising 
in his place, accused a Lord of the Bed¬ 
chamber, the Earl of Galloway, with endea¬ 
vouring to influence his Vote, by allusions or 
direct intimations of the royal displeasure at 
his supporting “ the Coalition.” Lord Gal¬ 
loway’s Brother, the Honorable Keith Stewart, 
read a written denial of the assertion : but the 
General persisted in maintaining the charge. 
Lampoons, a weapon in the management of 
which, the Opposition unquestionably ex¬ 
celled their opponents, were circulated with 
great assiduity and effect. In one of them, 
Stewart was thus Apostrophized j 

“ Captain Keith, Captain Keith, 

Keep your tongue in your teeth, 

Lest you Bedchamber secrets betray. 

And if )OU want more, 

Wliy, my bold Commodore, 

You may borrow of Lord Galloway.” 



HISTORICAL 


[ 1784 . 


A3<) 

Keith Stewart had incurred, as a profes¬ 
sional Man, some censure or reflexions, per¬ 
haps unjustly, during the War with Holland, 
for having allowed a homeward bound Dutch 
ship of war to slip through the Downs, and 
reach the Texel, while he was said to have 
been on shore at Deal. His Brother, Lord 
Galloway, having;very defeelive teeth, it was 
well known, used a eomplete set of artifieial 
teeth. Sir Richard Hill, who almost always 
xlrew his allusions or anthorities from Holy 
Writ, endeavoured to prove the benefit of 
secret Influence, by adducing the instances of 
Hainan and of Mordecai. The honest Israel- 
“ ite,” he observed, ‘‘ repaired privately to 
“ Court, and averted the danger which threat- 
ened the People of God from Haman’s Am- 
“ bition; who being driven from the Cabinet, 
was finally suspended from a Gibbet.” I 
thought however, at the Time when Sir 
Richard pronounced this Speech, that Mr. 
JPitt was not perfectly pleased at the Com¬ 
parison made between himself and Mordecai. 
Even Mr. Dundas, who might have been 
esteemed incapable of descending to such 
modes of attack 3 yet, referring to Lee’s very 
imprudent assertion, that “ a Charter was 
“ only a Scroll of Parchment, with a piece of 
“ wax dangling to it observed, that it had 
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been asked, What was the great harm of 
hanging an Attorney General ? An hanged 
‘‘ Attorney General, was only a carcase dang- 
** ling at the end of a rope.” Sheridan, how¬ 
ever, retorted on him with equal ability and se¬ 
verity, for this Metaphor. Lord North accused 
the Ministers with canvassing for Votes, from 
one extremity of the kingdom, to the other : 
an imputation repeated in still stronger lan¬ 
guage by General Conway, who denomi¬ 
nated their Agents, Rat Catchers; but, which 
Charge was repelled by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, as destitute of proof. On the 
other hand, Rigby complained that Robinson, 
in the anticipation of a speedy Dissolution of 
Parliament, had made use of Ministerial in¬ 
fluence, to affect the future Election of a 
Member for the Borough of Harwich; though 
he did not think proper to ground any specific 
Motion on his Complaint. 

Alluding to the reflexions thrown out by 
Sir Richard Hill, on the Prince of Wales, for 
attending Questions under agitation in that 
House, Fox exclaimed with warmth, God 
forbid, that Royal Personage should not 
participate in its political concerns ! Where 
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can he so well imbibe a knowledge of the 
principles of our Constitution, as within 
“ these walls? How can he better illustrate 
the excellence of his Character, than 
by thus blending personal respect for the 
“ King his Father, with attachment to his 
“ Country ?” Not deterred b}^ such observa¬ 
tions, from animadverting on other circum¬ 
stances connected with Flis Royal Highness’s 
personal appearance under the Gallery; the 
new Treasurer of the Navy remarked hypo¬ 
thetically, that “ if the great Personage in 
“ question, not content with merely listen- 
ing to the Debates, should on any occa- 
sion testify by his behaviour or gesticula- 
“ tions, while in the House, a predilection 
“ or partiality for any set of men; such 
marks of his preference would be unbe- 
“ coming, and might operate as a means of 
“ influence.” No .answer was given by any 
Member of the Opposition, to the supposed 
case thus stated: but Lord North, in the 
course of the Evening, after expatiating on 
the eminent virtues of the Heir Apparent, 
expressed a becoming admiration at “ his at- 
tending the House of Commons, where he 
might, imbibe the true spirit of our Con- 
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stitution, and become acquainted with the 
“ nature of this limited Government, rather 
‘‘ than listening to flatterers.” The Com¬ 
ments on this delicate subject, proceeded no 
further, and were not renewed during the re¬ 
mainder of the Parliament. 


I6th January.] The City of London led 
the way to the rest of the Kingdom, by going 
lip at this Juncture to the foot of the Throne, 
with an Address, thanking his Majesty for 
the very interference, which the House of 
Commons had pronounced to be subversive of 
the Constitution. They retorted at the same 
time, upon the framers of Fox’s India Bill, 
the charge of “ raising a power unknown to 
‘‘ this free Government, and highly inimical 
“ to its safety.” Encouraged by such une¬ 
quivocal demonstrations of the affection of the 
Metropolis, and of the corresponding defection 
in the Ranks of the Opposition, Pitt ventured 
to propose another East India Bill, framed by 
himself, the second reading of which took 
place on the 23d of January. All the faculties 
of the two great Leaders, who had originated 
those respective Measures, were exerted in the 
attack and the defence of Pitt’s Bill, which 
was rejected only by eight Votes, out of four 
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hundred and thirt\’'-six persons who divided. 
Such, indeed, was Fox’s consciousness of 
these Victories finally terminating in Defeat, 
that no sooner had he thrown out the Bill of 
the Minister, than he moved for leave to in¬ 
troduce his own Bill a second time; but, so 
changed and modified in its leading Princi¬ 
ples, as to be scarcely recognizable for the 
same Measure. He unquestionably perceived 
when too late, the error into which his own 
ill regulated Ambition, propelled by Burke’s 
ardent and theoretical Spirit, had precipitated 
the Party. In order therefore to conciliate 
the Favour of the House, and of the Coun¬ 
try, to the Measure, he now offered to aban¬ 
don almost all its obnoxious provisions ; par¬ 
ticularly the Patronage, which had excited so 
much obloquy and clamour. There remained 
only two fundamental principles or features, 
which he declared himself unable to retract; 
namely, the permanency of the System for 
the Government of India, under Parliamen¬ 
tary Authority; and secondly, that the su¬ 
preme Controul itself should be established, 
not on the Ganges, but here at home. The 
proposition, however, appeared to be no 
longer suited to the Exigency. It is impossi¬ 
ble not to accuse Fox of want of judgement. 
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throughout every part of the transactions 
which led to his ministerial dovvnfal. A cau¬ 
tious, or a temperate Politician, would not 
have furnished the Sovereign, to whom he 
was personally unacceptable, with the means 
of precipitating him from the elevation to 
which he had attained with so much labour. 
Had the “ Coalition” made a judicious and 
moderate use of their power, the King, how¬ 
ever he might have lamented his situation, 
could not have liberated himself from their 
yoke. They enabled him, by their errors, to 
emancipate himself. When we reflect that 
another Coalition, formed by Lords Grenville 
and Grey, in 1807, uninstructed by expe¬ 
rience, renevved and exhibited nearly the 
same error, followed by the same results, it 
affords no common matter of astonishment. 

After the rejection of the Minister’s Bill 
for the Government of India, Fox, sustained 
by Members in various parts of the House, 
endeavoured to force from Pitt an explicit 
Declaration of his intentions relative to a Dis¬ 
solution of Parliament: but, neither interro¬ 
gatories nor menaces could prevail over his 
Determination to observe a profound silence 
on that point. He was with difficulty in- 
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duced, on the following day, to guarantee the 
Existence of the House of Commons, even 
for eight and forty hours. 

23d January.] Notwithstanding the rising 
indignation of the Capital and the Country, 
which every day manifested itself with aug¬ 
menting Energy, in favour of Administration; 
yet the Minister’s situation at this juncture, 
equally painful in itself, as it was without pre¬ 
cedent, appeared to be at times not wholly 
exempt from personal Danger. Fox might 
be said, without either Metaphor or exagge¬ 
ration, to hold suspended over his head, the 
severest marks of the indignation' of an of¬ 
fended House of Commons. His removal 
from the King’s Presence and Councils, as an 
Enemy to his Country ; his Impeachment, 
or his Commitment to the Tower;—any, or 
all of these propositions, might probably, nay 
might certainly have been carried, in mo¬ 
ments of effervescence, when the passions of a 
Popular Assembly, inflamed by such a Con¬ 
ductor as Fox, seemed to be ripe for any act 
of violence. The irritation and impatience 
produced by Debates, protracted or repeated 
night after night, rendered his followers sus¬ 
ceptible of impressions the most hostile to the 
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Minister; who, in sullen Majesty, or in con¬ 
tumelious Silence, heard, unmoved, their cla¬ 
morous Denunciations, seated calmly on the 
Treasury Bench. Mr. Pitt displayed in that 
situation, during successive weeks, a combi¬ 
nation of fortitude, self-possession, and abi¬ 
lity, which I never recollect without admira¬ 
tion. He did not indeed manifest the suavity, 
amenity, and wit, of Lord North, or of Sheri¬ 
dan. But, always preserving the command 
of himself, he was never led into deviations 
from caution and prudence, even when he 
seemed most to set at defiance the menaces of 
his Adversaries. If we reflect on his period of 
life, our surprize is augmented. He constb 
tuted indeed in himself, the Administration 
which he defended; and which, without him, 
could not have been maintained in existence^ 

It may naturally be asked why Fox, hold¬ 
ing in his hand so powerful an Engine as the 
Majority of a House of Commons, which As¬ 
sembly, he well knew, might every day be 
dissolved; and the individual Members com¬ 
posing which superiority, he saw diminishing 
after almost every Debate or Division, in 
consequence of the natural operation of a va¬ 
riety of obvious causes; yet should never 
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have let fall its vengeance on the Head of the 
Minister, whom he apparently held in his 
Power? Why, when he saw all the ordinary 
expedients exhausted or ineffectual, which 
might compel the King to dismiss his Admi¬ 
nistration, or induce the Ministry to resign; 
did he tamely wait, till Mr. Pitt’s Measures 
being ripe, and the Country having declared 
almost unanimously on his side, a Dissolution 
reduced the Coalition ” to insignificance, 
and overwhelmed their ill-concerted schemes 
for perpetuating their Authority ? Fox want¬ 
ed neither vigor, decision, nor inclination, to 
have anticipated his own downfal, and the 
extinction of his ambitious plans. Nor could 
he deceive himself relative to the political de¬ 
struction which impended over the “ Coali- 

tion,” if they did not prove victorious in the 
actual contest. How then are we to explain 
this seeming contradiction in his Conduct? 

Fox possessed no absolute certainty in the 
first place, whatever he might believe, that 
the same Majority which had supported him 
in voting Remonstrances to the Throne, 
would either stop the Supplies, or carry up an 
Address for Mr. Pitt’s removal. Various 
Country Gentlemen called for a Union, and 



1784.] MEMOIRS. d45 

thought that no Administration from which 
he should be excluded, was equal to the Na¬ 
tional Emergency, Even many of Fox’s Sup¬ 
porters among them, deprecated all extremi¬ 
ties. They might abandon him. He might 
therefore be left in a Minority, and all his 
consequence, as the Head of a great Party, 
>vould thus be lost by one imprudent Step. 
But, granting however, as seemed most pro¬ 
bable, that he should carry a personal Ques¬ 
tion against Mr. Pitt, by ten, twenty, or thir¬ 
ty Votes, in a crowded House; what would be 
the inevitable effect of such a victory? That 
the King, sustained by the voice of the Coun¬ 
try, and not susceptible of Fear, when he be¬ 
lieved himself to be acting right; instead of 
dismissing his Ministers, would dissolve the 
Parliament, and confidently appeal to the 
People, against their own Representatives. 
In that case. Fox, far from attaining his ob¬ 
ject, would only have accelerated a Dissolu¬ 
tion ; and would afford to his Antagonist, a 
plausible, if not a solid excuse, for advising 
the Sovereign to adopt that Measure. These 
were unquestionably, the real causes of Fox’s 
apparent moderation. Nor did Pitt, on the 
other hand, want motives equally powerful in 
restraining him from any precipitate move- 
VOL. II. 2 N 
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ment. The County Members who supported 
him, were adverse to a Dissolution, unless 
circumstances rendered it indispensable. By 
temporizing and protracting, however irk¬ 
some, and even in some degree humiliating, 
might be considered his Situation in Parlia¬ 
ment 5 he gave time for the public Sentiment 
to be loudly, as well as generally pronounced, 
and could avail himself of it at any moment. 
Such were the. considerations which mutually 
withheld the two Chiefs from proceeding to 
extremities, till the natural and unavoidable 
progress of Affairs, produced the final Con¬ 
summation. 

26 th January.] The idea of endeavouring 
to reconcile two Men, who combined in their 
Characters, almost all the great Endowments 
fitted for Government; if it could be realized, 
seemed apparently pregnant, at first view, 
with incalculable benefit to the Country. 
Some Individuals of respectability in the 
House of Commons, impelled by these feel¬ 
ings, undertook the Experiment. However 
specious in Theory, it nevertheless proved 
impracticable, and only served to demon¬ 
strate the futility of the attempt. The St. 
Alban’s Tavern became the scene ,of this Ex- 
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hibition, to which place repaired about sixty 
or more Members, distinguished for Charac¬ 
ter, large Property, and Uprightness of In¬ 
tention. Though they chose Mr. Thomas 
Grosvenor for their nominal Chairman, their 
Deliberations and Proceedings were chiefly 
conducted by two Gentlemen, who had - al¬ 
ready, \on various occasions, taken a Lead 
in the Debates carried on within the walls of 
the House. ’ The first, the Honourable 
Charles Marsh am, Son and Heir of Lord 
Romney, though a Man by no means pre¬ 
possessing or engaging in his Manners, which 
were coarse and rude; attracted deservedly 
general consideration in his Parliamentary 
Capacity: The other, Mr. Povvis, Member 
for the County of Northampton, who com¬ 
monly prefaced his Speeches, on occasions 
of interest,- by a copious discharge of tears, 
which he seemed to command at will ; chal¬ 
lenged attention from his recognized integrity, 
and assumed impartiality. 

The Duke of Portland, as nominal head of 
one Party, and Pitt, as Leader of the other, 
affected equally to receive with deference, 
the propositions made to each, on the part of 
the associated Members. It is probable, 
2 N 2 
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however, that the Duke, in this profession, 
might be more sincere than the Minister. 
Difficulties and objections, either to a per¬ 
sonal interview, or to a negociation, were 
started in turn by both. Pitt refusing to re¬ 
sign, or even to hear of a virtual resignation, 
which was required of him, as a previous step 
to any conference for the purpose of forming 
an extended Administration; the overtures 
were suspended, and finally broken off, in 
consequence of these preliminary impedi¬ 
ments. But, the patriotic zeal of the St. 
Alban’s Meeting, was not to be overcome by 
ordinary obstacles; and they returned to the 
charge, apparently under more propitious 
Auspices. In compliance with their sugges¬ 
tion and wishes, the King was even induced 
to send a message to the Duke of Portland, 
recommending a conference between him 
and Pitt, with a view to constitute a Minis¬ 
try, on a wide Basis, and on fair and equal 
terms.” Instead of instantly closing with 
such a proposition, from which neither the 
Sovereign, nor the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer, whatever might have been their secret 
wishes, could easily recede, without incur¬ 
ring the imputation of insincerity ; the Duke 
of Portland and Fox thought proper to cavil 
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about the acceptation of the term “eqiial.^’ 
At this opening, with which they furnished 
him, Pitt escaped, by refusing to define 
any expressions, before the proposed inter¬ 
view. 

All further efforts were abandoned there¬ 
fore, with a view to produce a political union 
between two Men, whose mutual animosity 
and rivality seemed to have derived new force, 
from the unsuccessful attempts made to effect 
a reconciliation. With whatever compla¬ 
cency and ostensible alacrity, Pitt received 
the propositions for such a junction, it is 
difficult to persuade ourselves that he could 
cordially desire their accomplishment. He 
beheld the prize for which they were con¬ 
tending, nearly attained and secured. His 
Ambition impelled him to govern alone, 
without an equal and a Co-adjutor in the 
Cabinet, of such energy as Fox. Their 
mutual recriminations in Parliament, which 
had been so acrimonious and so recent, 
seemed hardly to admit of being buried in 
instant oblivion. We are warranted there¬ 
fore in believing, that an accommodation, 
forced on both by imperious circumstances, 
would have proved hollow, insincere, and of 
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short duration. They appeared to be not 
formed for acting together, nor did.they ever 
coalesce for an instant, during their whole re¬ 
maining lives. . The French Revolution itself, 
which brought over to Government, as to an 
Asylum against Anarchy, accompanied by all 
the Evils of a sanguinary Republic, so many 
other Individuals, at whose head were ^ the 
Duke of Portland, Burke, and AVindham; 
could never induce Fox to quit the Opposi¬ 
tion Bench. He. remained fixed there above 
two and twenty years, till Death liberated 
him from his Antagonist; and he then-only 
became a Minister, when his own career 
drew to its close. 

February.] The Discussions which took 
place in the House of Commons, betvveen 
the close of January, and the middle of the 
ensuing Month, though equally violent and 
acrimonious with the preceding Debates, 
contained less matter of interest, or of novel¬ 
ty. Accusations, levelled against the “ East 
India Bill,” from the Treasury Bench; or 
against Secret Influence, from the opposite 
side; began to weary their hearers, and made 
little impression. Fox continued, it is true, 
master of the deliberations of the Lower 
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House of Parliament; his Majorities some¬ 
times falling as low as nineteen, and at other 
times rising to thirty-one: but this superiority 
was far overbalanced by his decline in the 
popular esteem. No eloquence, nor. any 
exertions of Sophistry, could reconcile the 
Public to his Union with Lord North, 
followed immediately by a measure obviously 
calculated to cement their political power at 
the expense of the Crown, which it must 
have reduced to a state of vassalage. In the 
course of the Debate that arose on the 3d of 
February, Sheridan avowed without circumlo¬ 
cution, that when Fox first communicated to 
him, the proposition of coalescing with his 
antient adversary, he advised his right honor¬ 
able friend by no means to accede to it; 
as the insurmountable prejudices imbibed 
throughout the Nation, would infallibly pro¬ 
duce the loss of his popularity, character, 
and geheral estimation. Sheridan added in¬ 
deed, that on maturely weighing the motives 
of State Necessity by which it was dictated; 
when sustained by his experience of the 
honour, principles, and steadiness of Lord 
North; he rejoiced at the union which had 
taken place, even in contradiction to his own 
advice. But, it is evident from this disclosure 
•of his sentiments, that he reasoned more dis- 
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passionately than Fox; who, seduced by hiS 
Ambition, goaded by his Wants, and behold-i 
ing only the ascendant which Lord North’s 
junction would give him, in one, if not in 
both. Houses of Parliament, imagined that 
he could coerce the Sovereign, and either 
persuade, delude, or despise the People. 
The event fully justified Sheridan’s opinion, 
and manifested the superiority of his judge* 
ment: since, even though w^e should admit 
that Lord Shelburne would inevitably have 
remained in power, if Fox had not joined 
Lord North, yet the former must have occu¬ 
pied the most imposing situation, as a public 
Man, at the Head of the Rockingham Party, 
while maintaining his original ground of 
Opposition ; and could not have been long 
excluded from a participation in the Counsels 
of the Crown, even by Pitt himself. 

In vain did Sheridan, with admirable wit, 
endeavour to shew that an equal sacrifice 
of all political principle had taken place on 
the Ministerial side of the House, as among 
the Members opposite them: an assertion 
which he attempted to illustrate by the spec¬ 
tacle which the Treasury Bench exhibited, 
v;here the individuals now seated side by side, 
were recently acting in hostility towards each 



MEMOIRS. 


533 


1784.] 

other. Bat, the union of inferior or subordi¬ 
nate persons, did not excite sentiments of 
equal repugnance, nor awaken such moral 
condemnation, as the coalition of two prin¬ 
cipals, the one of whom had, for successive 
years, been loaded by the other, with the 
severest imputations, and denounced as a just 
object of national vengeance. In vain did 
Fox accuse the First Minister, ‘‘ after assas- 
“ sinating the Constitution, by secret Influ- 
“ ence in one House of Parliament; with 
having recourse to methods of the basest 
“ corruption, in order to procure a majority 
in another.” As vainly did Rigby reproach 
Pitt with lavishing Peerages for the same pur¬ 
pose ; while it was notorious that the late 
Administration was debarred from conferring 
similar Dignities, and had not been able to 
make even a single British Peer. With as 
little effect did Marsham read the Resolutions 
adopted by the Meeting at the St. Alban’s 
Tavern, affirming “ that any Administration 
“ founded on the total exclusion of the Mem- 
“ bers of the last, or of the present Ministry, 
‘‘ would be inadequate to the public exigen- 
“ cies: ” or did Povvis urge the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer to resign, as a necessary 
preliminary to all conciliation. Pitt, though 
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he professed to desire an union, provided 
“ it could be effected vi^ithout a sacrifice of 
“ principle or of honour;” yet not only 
refused previously to retire from Office, but 
started many ulterior impediments to the 
accomplishment of the object itself. 

No symptoms of approximation between 
the contending parties, beyond unmeaning 
professions of mutual disposition to bury in 
oblivion past animosities, took place: while 
among their respective adherents, a spirit of 
inveterate enmity was exhibited. -Lord Mul- 
grave charged Fox with “ trampling the 
“ House of Brunswic under foot,” by his 
“ East India Bill;” and though called to 
order by the late Secretary of State, inveighed 
against him as “ a plunderer and an invader.” 
Governor Johnstone said, that “ if an elec- 
“ tion for a King were to take place in this 
“ Country, Mr. Fox should have his vote; 
“ so high an opinion did he entertain of those 
“ transcendant Abilities which the Right Ho- 
“ nourable Gentleman possessed: but, wish- 
“ ing to preserve the Constitution, he had 
“ negatived a Bill which would have placed 
“ its author above all controul.” Wilber- 
force declared, that “ even if that obnoxioqs 
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“ Measure had passed the House of Peers, 
by as great a Majority as it did the Lower 
House, yet he should equally have thanked 
the Crown for dismissing the late Minis- 
“ ters.” Mr. Beaufoy levelled his censures 
against Lord North, for ‘‘ preserving the hi- 
“ larity of his temper, and insulting the sor- 
‘‘ rows of Britain with his jokes, after ruining 
her finances, shedding the Blood of her 
“ People, and losing the half of her Empire.” 
Pitt himself, treated with defiance, as well as 
with contempt. Fox’s indirect attempts to 
force his resignation, called on his Antago¬ 
nist to come boldly forward; and either to 
criminate his conduct as a Minister, or to 
move a personal Question for his removal from 
Office. Professing his own purity, both as a 
man, and as a public functionary, he avowed 
his indifference for all the clamour of Party, 
or the unfounded imputations brought against 
the mode of his attaining power; and con¬ 
cluded by trusting that the House would do 
justice to the motives, which actuated his 
present line of conduct. 

11 th February.] Burke by no means took 
the same active or conspicuous part in the 
Debates that followed the rejection of the 
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“ East India Bill,” as he had exhibited while 
the Measure was on its progress to the Upper 
House. With the loss of the Pay Office, he 
seemed to have lost much of his energy of 
mind. Even Lord North scarcely occupied 
the second place in these parliamentary con¬ 
vulsions, where Sheridan and Erskine, Powis 
and Marshara, severally attracted almost as 
much attention, as the late First Minister. 
His Blue Riband, seen conspicuous among 
the great Coats, buff Waistcoats, and dirty 
Boots of his new Allies, involuntarily recalled 
the reflexion of his having given the law from 
the Treasury Bench, during twelve years, to 
the same Assembly, in which he now per¬ 
formed so humiliating and inferior a charac¬ 
ter. He bore nevertheless, this political 
change, under which many men would have 
sunk, with that imperturbable serenity and 
equality of temper, which ever distinguished 
him through life. He acquired even the ap¬ 
plauses of every Party, by the manly prompti¬ 
tude, and cheerful readiness, which he shewed 
to sacrifice all personal objects or interests, to 
the public tranquillity. When Pitt avowed, 
that however highly he might respect that 
Nobleman’s abilities, or private character, yet 
they could never sit together in the same Ca- 
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binet; Lord North, while he loudly censured 
the contemptuous dignity, and unaccommo¬ 
dating spirit of the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer; yet declared, that no considerations re¬ 
lative to himself, should for an instant impede 
the formation of a new Ministry, consonant 
to the general wishes of the Country. This 
Declaration called out the warmest expres¬ 
sions of admiration from Marsham and Powis; 
Eulogiums the more noticed, as no indivi¬ 
duals in the House, had treated him with 
greater acrimony, when First Lord of the 
Treasury, during the latter part of the Ame¬ 
rican War. He was nevertheless unable to 
prevent the Borough of Banbury, for which 
place he sat, and where his family had always 
possessed a decisive influence; from joining in 
the general cry against the Coalition,” and 
even framing an Address, thanking His Ma¬ 
jesty for the recent dismission from Oflice, of 
their actual Representative in the House of 
Commons. A Delegation from the inhabitants 
of Banbury, waited on me in London, bringing 
with them the Address itself; accompanied by 
a request that I would present it to the King 
on the first Levee Day at St. James’s. But, 
on full consideration, I declined taking such 
a personal part against a Nobleman whom 
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I greatly respected, loved, and honoured, 
though I had withdrawn from the Party with 
which he had connected himself. Lord North, 
alluding afterwards, during the Debate which 
took place on the 27th of February, to this 
Address, declared that "‘-he had the conso- 
latio.n to know, it was not signed by one 
of those individuals, his Constituents, who 
returned him to Parliament.” It spoke 
nevertheless, the sentiments of a large and 
respectable portion of the inhabitants and 
householders of the place. 

ISth February.] No circumstance could 
more forcibly demonstrate the ’ little appre¬ 
hension felt by Pitt, of the indignation of 
Parliament, or prove in a stronger manner 
the confidence with which his own popularity 
inspired, him, than his conduct at this junc¬ 
ture. Almost immediately after the extinc¬ 
tion of the fallacious expectations awakened 
by the St. Alban’s Tavern ^ Meeting, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer rising in his 
place, calmly acquainted the House, that 
“ the King, notwithstanding their Resolu- 
“ tions, had not thought proper to dismiss his 
Ministers; and that they had not resigned.’* 
Such a piece of information, so delivered. 
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seemed meant to force the Coalition” on 
some measure of violence. Fox, neverthe¬ 
less, while he did not affect to conceal his in¬ 
dignation at the affront .offered to the legisla¬ 
tive Body, and at the defiance conveyed in 
the Minister’s words ^ yet knew too well the 
feeble state of. the Machine over which he 
presided, to press heavily upon its springs. 
He reprobated indeed, the treatment which 
the House experienced; a treatment demand¬ 
ing, he said, exemplary punishment. But he 
concluded with only proposing an Adjourn¬ 
ment of eight and forty hours, in order to 
give the Minister time for reflexion. This 
Motion, so distinguished by involuntary For¬ 
bearance, he carried by twelve j a very slender 
superiority, where above four hundred Mem¬ 
bers divided. Fox, on this occasion, though 
he pretended to. deprecate any intemperate 
step, and only demanded a respite of one or 
two days; exclaiming with Dido, while he 
accommodated her Complaints to his own 
Feelings, 

Tempus inaue peto; spatium requiemque Fttrori 

yet endeavoured, by a most able and laboured 
appeal to the wounded Pride of the House, 
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to inflame their Passions, while he directed 
their resentment against the Minister. 

Pitt, on the other hand, charged him and 
his Adherents, with systematically withholding 
the Supplies; thus sacrificing their Country, 
to private Faction, Enmity, or Ambition. A 
distinction was however drawn by the Oppo¬ 
sition, between withholding the Supplies, and 
only postponing them; which latter line of 
conduct, Powis, in moderate language, and 
Marsham, with much stronger asseveration, 
declared to constitute their sole intention. The 
last mentioned Member recriminated with as¬ 
perity on the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as 
expecting from him the same servile submis¬ 
sion in registering the ministerial Edicts, 
which the French Sovereigns exacted in the 
Assemblies denominated Parliaments. With 
more ability. Fox attempted to make a Com¬ 
promise with the Minister ; offering instantly 
to vote the Supplies, provided that the House 
might receive assurances from him, that “ His 
‘‘ Majesty would comply with the desires of 

his faithful Commons.” But, Pitt, after 
first declaring the conviction of his personal 
“ Honour being inseparably connected with 
** his present official Situation, and his deter- 
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mination never to resign, as £t prelude to 

Negociation peremptorily refused to bar¬ 
ter Office for Supply, or to enter into any 
stipulation on the subject. From this Reso¬ 
lution, expressed in laconic, but energetic 
terms, neither menaces, blandishments, nor 
expostulations, could induce him to recede: 
and after a prolonged Debate of two succes¬ 
sive days. Fox, as the Master of the House, 
finally moved to adjourn the sitting on the 
State of the Nation, which was carried with¬ 
out a Division. He was all-powerful within 
those Walls; but Pittas superiority lay without 
doors, in every County, Town, and Village. 

Already, Addresses crowded in, from Lon¬ 
don down to New Sarum; a Borough which, 
though consisting only of one solitary Farm 
House, yet, ^s belonging to Lord Camelford, 
who had just been elevated to the Peerage, did 
not omit to offer its Tribute of Loyalty to the 
Crown, and of abhorrence for the Measures 
of the Opposition. Middlesex, Southwark, 
even Westminster, abandoning Fox, approach¬ 
ed the Throne with Congratulations, or with 
Testimonies of Approbation at the Dismission 
of the late Ministers. York, a Ciiy where the 
Cavendish Interest had always been predomr- 
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nant, and which place the late Chancellor of 
the Exchequer actually represented in Parlia¬ 
ment; Edinburgh, Worcester, Exeter, and ma¬ 
ny other inferior towns, followed the example, 
which spread with rapidity throughout the 
whole Island. When we reflect on these 
facts, we shall probably think that Mr. Pitt, 
whatever professions he might either make, 
himself, or whatever wishes for “ an united 

and extended Administration,” he might 
judge proper to put into his Royal Master’s 
mouth, ■ in reply to the Addresses of the 
House of Commons; yet could have nourished 
no serious intentions of dividing his power 
with Fox. 

February 4th—l6th.] The House of Peers,, 
which Assembly, after arresting the pro¬ 
gress of the “ East India Bill,” as if exhaust¬ 
ed by that effort,' had ever since remained- 
silent and supine spectators of the contest 
between the Crown and the Commons; exhi-^ 
bited some symptoms of animation about this 
time, by adopting, early in the Month of 
February, two Propositions, of a nature tend¬ 
ing to condemn the conduct of the lower 
House, and to strengthen the hands of the 
Sovereign. The Earl of Effingham, who 
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during many years of his life, had manifested 
the.most decided hostility to the King’s Go- 
vernment;' and who, as late as June, • 1780, 
was accused of personally mixing in the Riots 
of .the Capital; now appeared as the zealous 
Defender of Prerogative. He was sustained 
by, the Duke of Richmond, whose political 
Character and Opinions had undergone since 
1782, ,a similar transformation: while on the 
other hand, the'Resolutions moved by Lord 
Effingham, found the warmest Opponents in 
Lord .Mansfield, in Lord Stormont, and Lord 
Loughborough, so long the systematic Cham¬ 
pions of Royalty. 

Few Debates more animated, as well as 
acrimonious. and personal, have ever taken 
place within the Walls of the Upper House, 
than occurred on this occasion.^ While Lord 
Fitzwilliam’drew the most unfavourable por¬ 
trait of the young First Lord of the Treasury, 
whom he described as deficient. not only in 
experience, and averse to every social source 
of information, but as'devoured by an .over¬ 
weening and insatiable thirst of power; the 
Duke of Richmond panegyrized his Industry, 
his Abstraction from Dissipation, his Appli¬ 
cation to public Business, his Frugality, and 
2 0 2 
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Elevation of Mind; the last of which quali¬ 
ties had been so conspicuously displayed in 
his recent renunciation of a lucrative sinecure 
place. Lord Stormont endeavoured to point 
the public indignation against him, for his 
presumption in continuing to retain his situa¬ 
tion, in defiance of the Votes and Resolutions 
of the House of Commons: while his Prede¬ 
cessors in Office, Sir Robert Walpole, ,Lord 
North, and the Earl of Shelburne, had each 
in turn anticipated, or respectfully obeyed, 
the 6rst demonstrations of the pleasure of that 
Branch of the Legislature. The Earl of 
Mansfield, with the political timidity so cha¬ 
racteristic of his whole life, in every situation, 
judicial or parliamentary j deprecated, as the 
greatest of calamities, any Resolution, which, 
by interrupting the harmony subsisting be¬ 
tween the two Houses, might lead to a Dis¬ 
solution. He seemed to contemplate such an 
event, as commensurate with the destruction 
of the British Constitution itself; as disband¬ 
ing the Army, laying up the Navy, suspend¬ 
ing the Functions of Government, and throw¬ 
ing the Country into irremediable confusion. 
The House, neither deterred nor intimidated 
by these Denunciations, voted the Resolutions 
by a large Majority of forty-seven^ and fal- 
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lowed them immediately with an Address to 
the Throne, expressive of their reliance on 
His Majesty’s wisdom in the selection of his 
confidential Servants, as well as by the assur¬ 
ances of their Support, in the just exercise of 
those Prerogatives entrusted to him for the 
Protection of his People. It was difficult 
to imagine a triumph more decisive over the 
‘‘ Coalition,” or a more opportune and im¬ 
portant accession of strength to the First 
Minister, struggling against a Majority in 
the House of Commons. The King received 
and replied to the Address, in laconic, but 
warm and aftectionate language. 

In other periods of our History, such an 
Interference, followed by such a Censure, 
might, and unquestionably would, have called 
oiit the Resentment of the Representatives of 
the People. But, as Fox justly dreaded all 
Occasions of Rupture, or of Dispute between 
the two Houses, which might afford the New 
Ministers a plausible pretence for the Disso¬ 
lution of Parliament; he contented himself 
with dictating and carrying six Counter Reso¬ 
lutions, tending to justify the Line of Con¬ 
duct that liad been adopted by the House of 
Commons. Lord Beauchamp was selected 
for the performance of this service; and after 
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a series of Debates^which occupied eleven 
days, distinguished throughout by the same 
asperity as had been exhibited in every pre¬ 
ceding Discussion, the Resolutions finally 
passed without a Division. In the'progress 
of these, gladiatorial exhibitions of parliamen¬ 
tary ability and dexterity-—for such they 
•could only be deemed j—Fox, conscious that 
the conflict in which he had engaged, wore 
from day to day a more sinister appearance, 
and. must, however protracted, terminate in 
his downfal;'assumed every shape, and tried 
every means, of inducing his Adversary to 
propose, or to accept, some Principles of Ac¬ 
commodation. At one time he denounced the 
First Lord of the Treasury, and held him’up 
to national execration, as a Conspirator, who 
aimed at the life of the House of Commons; 
whom he at the same time daily insulted,.’by 
appearing among them as a confidential Ser¬ 
vant of the Crown, though destitute of their 
Confidence or Support. Changing altogether 
his tone, a few days afterwards, in soothing 
accents, calculated to win their way into the 
heart, he complimented Pitt’s abilities; pro¬ 
fessed respect for his political Principles; ex¬ 
pressed his readiness, nay, his eagerness, to 
form an Union, provided it was grounded, not 
on private Interest or Aggrandizement, but 
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on great public meritorious motives of action ^ 
apologized for any harsh or unguarded ex¬ 
pressions, which might have occurred in the 
warmth of Debate; avowed his Ambition and 
love of Glory, as sentiments which he felt in 
common with the First Lord of the Treasury; 
and finished by protesting- that he would 
make every personal Sacrifice at the Shrine 
of his Country. 

In further corroboration of these conciliat¬ 
ing dispositions, Fox took.occasion to declare, 
tliat he was ready to. accommodate and mo¬ 
dify his obnoxious Bill for the Government of 
India, so as to meet the public wish, and to 
acquire the.public confidence. He would 
abandon the patronage which it conferred, 
and would submit every Clause or Regulation 
of the Measure itself, to the Discussion of 
Parliament. His Noble Friend, Lord North, 
would prove no obstacle to union between 
the two Parties. There remained only one 
stipulation, from which he could never re¬ 
cede; namely, Mr. Pitt’s virtual resignation; 
as indispensable in itself, and as an expiation 
to the violated Constitution of Great Britain. 
In reply to these alternate. Menaces and 
Blandishments, the Minister, on his part. 
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afTected and professeti an equal desire of union,: 
on bases of principle and honour; disclaimed 
all personal views in the line of conduct which 
he had adopted, by his acceptance of Office; 
declared that he should ever think he had' 
performed an essential Service to his Country, 
by defeating a Measure big with destruction* 
to the Constitution; expressed his consolation 
at finding that Fox was disposed to renounce- 
any of its pernicious features; protested that 
he and his Colleagues were all ready to resign 
their Employments, as soon as a prospect 
presented itself of forming an Administration, 
by which the State might be effectually servr* 
ed; but concluded by declaring, that he could 
neither reconcile it to the Duty which he, 
owed his Sovereign and the people of England, 
nor to his own Honour, to lay down his 
Office, before he beheld such a prospect. It 
was evident that, amidst these reciprocal pro-, 
fessions and demonstrations, not the smallest 
advance was made on either side, towards 
real approximation. 

20th February.] However decidedly the. 
sentiments of the Capital and of the Nation, 
had been already pronounced in favour of the 
new Ministers, yet Fox still retained firm 
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possession of the House of Commons j though 
he held that Assembly, as he well knew, only 
by a frail and decaying tenure. Powis, who. 
notwithstanding his avowed disapprobation 
of “ the East India Bill,” and his invincible 
repugnance to the “ Coalition,” did not the 
less condemn and oppose the formation of 
the new Administration, as wholly subversive 
of the dignity and inherent rights of the Lower 
House of Parliament; rising in his place, 
originated another effort for compelling the 
King to dismiss the First Lord of the Trea¬ 
sury. A most animated, long, and acrimo¬ 
nious Debate ensued, terminating in favour 
of Opposition, at a very late hour of the 
Morning, after two Divisions, both which 
Fox carried ; the first, by a Majority of twenty ; 
the last by twenty-one. The Address voted, 
was ordered to be presented by the whole 
House. But, this Triumph, however appa¬ 
rently gratifying, might be considered rather 
as nominal, than real; not extending in fact 
beyond the threshold of the Lobby, and being 
neither calculated to intimidate the Sovereign, 
nor to accelerate the First Minister’s resig¬ 
nation. 

I have never witnessed greater oratorical 
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exertions made by Fox, than on that Even¬ 
ing. In a speech of prodigious length, which 
might be said to try the patience of the House, 
he endeavoured to concentrate every Argu¬ 
ment, and to exhaust every topic of Declaina- 
tion. But, his Antagonist, elevated by'the 
victories obtained without- doors, in various 
Towns and Counties j as well as nearer home, 
at Hackney, wdiere the Freeholders of Mid¬ 
dlesex had been convened; and above all in 
Westminster itself, where Fox had just re¬ 
ceived the most unequivocal marks of the dis¬ 
approbation, or rather indignation, of his own 
Constituents ;—elated by his consciousness 
of these advantages, Pitt, with far more 
brevity, but in a higher tone than he had 
ever yet assumed, retorted on his adversary 
with inconceivable severity. After exposing 
to derision, the inconsistence of his present 
conduct, in becoming the Champion of a small 
Majority of the House of Commons, instead 
of constituting the distinguished organ of the 
popular voice, as he once was; and compli¬ 
menting him on the dexterity, with which he 
supported in turn the most opposite political 
Characters; Pitt justified himself from the 
charge of imposture in representing to the 
Nation, the pernicious consequences to the 
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Constitution, that must have resulted from 
“ the East India Bill.” Then descending to 
personal objects,the Right Honourable 
“ Gentleman,” said he, calls me a mere 
nominal Minister, the Puppet of! Secret 
“ Influence. It is because I disdain to be- 
‘‘ come AzV puppet, by resigning my Office, 
that he thus denominates me. But, his 
‘‘ contemptuous expressions shall never pro- 
voke me to resignation.^ My own honour 
“ and reputation I never will resign, to'place 
“ myself under his protection, to accept a no- 
“ mination from him, and thereby to become 
a poor, powerless, self-condemned, unpro- 
‘‘ fitable Minister in his train: a Minister, 
“ serviceable to him perhaps, but altogether 
“ incapable of serving my King, or my 
“ Country.” He concluded by levelling the 
severest reproaches on-Fox, for stopping, or 
as the Opposition termed it, suspending and 
postponing the Supplies ;• thus sacrificing the 
public interests, to private Animosity or Am¬ 
bition. No reply was made to this eloquent 
Harangue, which seemed finally to extinguish 
all the fallacious hopes, so long nourished by 
sanguine or credulous individuals, of behold¬ 
ing an Administration .founded on a broad 
Basis. It became evident, that no intentions 
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of such a nature, were seriously cherished or 
encouraged; and it was equally palpable, that 
one of the two contending parties must ulti¬ 
mately sink under the superiority of his Op¬ 
ponent. 

21st— 27 th February.] Already Fox’s Ma¬ 
jority, undermined by many Causes, began to 
exhibit symptoms of rapid decay. While 
some Members abandoned the ‘‘ Coalition,” 
in deference to the public voice, or to the re¬ 
monstrances of their immediate Constituents j 
others yielded to suggestions of a personal or 
interested nature, and withdrew from a sink¬ 
ing Party, whose approaching extinction 
they anticipated. These latter individuals 
drew on themselves the bitterest sarcasms for 
their desertion, not only from Fox, but, at 
different times, from various Members of the 
Opposition. The King’s Answer to the last 
Address, drawn up with consummate skill, 
gracious in its language, conciliating in its 
professions, declaring how anxiously His Ma¬ 
jesty desired to form ‘‘ a firm, efficient, ex- 
“ tended, and united Administration;” but, 
lamenting the inefficiency of his efforts for 
that purpose; denying that it would be ad¬ 
vanced or facilitated by the previous dismis- 
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sion of his Ministers, against whom no charge 
or complaint was preferred; observing that 
numbers of his Subjects had expressed their 
satisfaction at the late change in his Councils; 
and finally declining to vacate the essential 
Offices of executive Government, till he 
should see a prospect of such a union as his 
faithful Commons recommended :—this reply 
augmented the embarrassments, while it added 
to the dismay, of the Coalition"-Leaders. ‘ 

On the Question being agitated, of ad¬ 
journing its Consideration for two or three 
Days; after a short Debate, Fox found him¬ 
self indeed still in a Majority: but it con¬ 
sisted only of sevetiy though near three hun¬ 
dred and fifty Members voted. He made 
nevertheless, on the first Day of the ensuing 
Month, when the 'Royal Answer was read, 
another desperate attempt to carry the mi¬ 
nisterial trenches by storm, and sustained it 
by his accustomed display of Eloquence. The 
Debates themselves had however ceased to 
excite the same interest, or to awaken the 
same attention, as they had produced in 
earlier stages of the contest. Yet in a very 
full House, falling little short of four hundred, 
the Opposition maintained their superiority. 
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and- even rose to twelve. ■ Another Address 
was voted; but,though it still besought the 
Sovereign “ to lay, the foundation of a strong 
‘‘.and stable .Government, by the previous 
“ removal of his present Ministers;” it;la¬ 
mented ‘‘ the failure of his endeavours for 
“ forming an united Administration; and 
“ their concern, as well as disappointment, 
“ at His Majesty’s not having been advised 
“ .to take any further steps for effecting the 
“ object.” It was impossible more clearly to 
admit their inability to*dictate to the Crown, 
and their desire of dividing with Pitt the 
power, of which it had become evidently im¬ 
practicable wholly to deprive him. ; ; 

4th and 5th March.] In his Answer to 
their Address, the King nearly repeated his 
preceding Declaration ; only subjoining, that 
“ he did not consider the failure of his recent 
“ endeavours to form an extended and united 
“ Administration, as constituting, a final bar 
“ to its accomplishment, if it could have 
“ been obtained on principles of fairness and 
“ equality.” But, as though he had been de¬ 
sirous at the same time, of extinguishing any 
such expectations, he added, “ I know of no 

farther steps that I can take, that are likely 
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to remove the difficulties that obstruct that 
‘^ desirable:end.” Fox, who beheld as in a 
mirror, the sentence of his perpetual exclu¬ 
sion from Office,'conveyed under these ex¬ 
pressions of-the Sovereign; .after first-post¬ 
poning the Consideration.of His Majesty’s re¬ 
ply for four Days, endeavoured to throw an 
insurmountable barrier in the way of Disso¬ 
lution, by delaying the progress of the Mutiny 
Bill through the House. -An animated De¬ 
bate ensued on the subject; in which, while 
the two Leaders took only a comparatively in¬ 
ferior share. Lord North spoke at considerable 
length, and with great ability. Under the 
possible anticipation that the Majority might 
prevent the Mutiny Bill from passing, opinions 
had been hazarded from the Ministerial 
Benches, that even though that annual Act 
should be suffered to expire, yet the King 
might keep the • Army together; both the 
Men, and the Money for their payment, being 
already voted.’ When therefore the consent 
of the House of Peers should be obtained, 
the Crown, it was asserted, might have an 
Army, with the recognized approbation of 
Parliament. 

This Doctrine, which, it must be confes- 
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seel, was not to be found in the Bill of 
Rights;” and which might, in its effects, 
have proved subversive of the British Con¬ 
stitution ; received, it is true, no direct sanc¬ 
tion from Pitt: but it did not the less pro¬ 
voke and produce from various quarters, the 
severest animadversion. Lord North observed, 
that such a discovery, if founded in Law, 
might well make every man tremble for 
his Liberty. But, those who maintained it, 
“ must likewise assert that the Army might 
“ be kept together without discipline, and 
without punishment; the first being only 
enforced, and the latter only inflicted, 
‘‘ under the Mutiny Act.” He concluded by 
reminding Ministers, “ that notwithstanding 
the money had been voted for the payment, 
of the Army; yet until the Act specifically 
appropriating it to that branch of service, 
had passed; no power or right existed in 
‘‘ Administration, to issue any sum, however 
“ small, for the purpose.” Finally he warned 
them, that “ as a Prorogation or Dissolution 
“ does away every Vote of Supply, not pre- 
‘‘ viously carried into an Act of Parliament; 

if therefore the A'linister should have re- 
“ course to such a Measure, the Votes of 
Army, Navy,‘ Ordnance, and Supply of 
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every kind, must instantly be destroyed 
“ and fall to the ground.” No Answer was 
made or attempted from the Treasury Bench, 
to these Denunciations, which did not indeed 
admit of any constitutional reply; and only 
served to shew the critical, as well as awful 
position of the Country, left without a Go¬ 
vernment, and apparently on the verge of a 
suspension or extinction of all its Establish¬ 
ments. 

Powis and Marsham, who commonly acted 
in concert, uniting their efforts on this occa¬ 
sion, attacked the Minister in language of 
equal energy and acrimony. The former, 
after expressing his amazement at the King’s 
Answer, and wishing for time to shed a tear 
over the expiring dignity of the House of 
Commons; lamented that Administration ap¬ 
peared to be determined on prosecuting their 
mad career, and on elevating Prerogative 
above Privilege. Marsham reiterated the 
same sentiments, while he protested that no 
Act could be more remote from his intention, 
than to delay the public business, or to 
plunge the Country into confusion. Rigby, 
who had been called on by the Attorney 
General, only a few days before, to pay into 

VOL. II. 2 P 
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the Exchequer, the vast Balances of public 
money remaining in his hands ; a demand of 
'which he loudly complained, as harsh and 
illiberal, though he could not venture di¬ 
rectly to oppose or resist it; came forward 
very conspicuously in the course of the De¬ 
bate. With that blunt, bold, dictatorial, 
and coarse Style of Oratory, which always 
characterized him ; but of which, since the 
extinction of Lord North’s Government, he 
had exhibited very few Specimens; he repro¬ 
bated the Audacity of a Minister who pre¬ 
sumed to remain in Office, with a Majority 
of the House of Commons against him : ob¬ 
serving, that it was reserved for the present 
days, to produce a Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer who said to Parliament, ‘‘ I care not 
“ for your Majority. The King has ap- 
‘‘ pointed me, and you have nothing to do 
with the business.’’ He finished by declar¬ 
ing, that his Blood boiled with indignation, at 
the bare mention of retaining an Army with¬ 
out a Mutiny Bill. Pitt did not condescend 
to notice these personal Sarcasms or Animad¬ 
versions; which, he well knew, however they 
might operate within the Walls of the As¬ 
sembly where they were pronounced, would 
produce no injurious consequences to him 



1784.] 


MEMOIRS. 


579 


among the.People without Doors. On the 
Division for adjourning the Committee upon 
the Mutiny Bill, he was again left in a 
Minority of nine i the nunibers being 171 
against 162; Fox still retaining his slender 
possession of the House. 

8 th March.] . But the-terriiination of this 
great Conflict, on which not only England, 
but all Europe had their eyes fixed, and which 
had already lasted near eleven Weeks, to the 
suspension of every kind of public Business, 
could not be longer protracted by any efforts 
of Eloquence. The King, in terms of gra¬ 
cious, yet firm determination, had twice re¬ 
fused, to comply with the demand of a Ma¬ 
jority of the Lower House; and tliat Majority 
was become not less odious to the People, 
than hostile to the Crown or Administration. 
So unnatural a state of things, carried in its 
essence the, seeds of its speedy extinction. 
Fox though apparently Master of the House, 
found himself unable to advance; and he 
could not remain stationary without exposing 
his Party to ridicule, while they were silently 
undermined from day to day. His embar¬ 
rassments, which did not admit of conceal¬ 
ment, necessarily augmented the confidence 
2 P 2 
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of his ministerial Adversaries. Nor did he 
attempt to disguise them, when the considera¬ 
tion of His Majesty’s Answer to the last Ad¬ 
dress, came before the House. In terms of 
querulous indignation, he stigmatized the 
Reply, as a compound of contradiction, Dur 
plicity. Insult, and Violation of the British 
Constitution. Having attempted to justify 
and defend the right of the Commons to de¬ 
mand the removal of Ministers, without 
stating their reasons, or assigning any specific 
cause for such dismission; he avowed that 
the only becoming Measure now left, was to 
move a Resolution, that “ whoever should 
‘‘ advise His Majesty to continue his present. 
“ Administration, was an Enemy to fiis 
Country.” But, however disposed and 
desirous he might be to proceed to this Act, 
he was restrained by his consciousness that he 
could not carry with him even a Majority of 
the most limited description, if he made the 
attempt. Many of his Adherents had already 
announced to him their determination to pro¬ 
ceed no further, accompanied with menaces 
of withdrawing their support, if he tried so 
desperate an experiment. Thus situated. 
Fox stopped; and after loading Ministers 
with the bitterest reproaches, for having, as 
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he asserted, overset the Country, involved 
public Credit in remediless confusion, suffered 
our foreign concerns to run to ruin, and in¬ 
curred the guilt of leaving our East Indian 
Possessions a prey to every species of Enor¬ 
mity, Peculation, and Tyranny; he declared 
that it was not his intention to stop the Sup¬ 
plies. While he charged Pitt with inordinate 
Ambition, as well as with having manifested 
a decided aversion to political union; he 
finished by only moving, not an Address, 
but a Representation to the King. It was long, 
expostulatory, argumentative, if not crimi¬ 
nating; and recapitulated all the points, on 
which the Crown and the Commons had so 
obstinately contended; but it contained no 
new matter, except lamenting that “ His Ma- 
jesty’s Advisers had not thought fit to 
“ suggest any farther steps, for removing the 
difficulties which impeded the formation of 
an extended Administration.'’ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer took little 
or no part in the Debate which ensued on 
that Evening. Dundas, however, supplied 
his place, with great acuteness, energy, and 
severity. Retorting on the Opposition, all 
the accusations of pursuing a mad and des- 
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perate career, to the subversion of the Con¬ 
stitution, whose true Principles they out¬ 
raged ; he endeavoured to shew that Fox’s 
experience proved the incapacity of the 
House of Commons itself, however powerful 
a Branch of the Legislature it might be; to 
enforce.its own unconstitutional Resolutions. 
He treated the Representatioii, as a Mani¬ 
festo, calculated to delude the Nation, by 
disguising the real intention of Fox; which 
aimed at elevating the Speaker’s Mace above 
the Royal Sceptre, and giving virtually to the 
Representatives of the People, the Right of 
naming Ministers. Towards the conclusion 
of his able Harangue, after vindicating Pitt 
from the imputation of opposing a union of 
Parties, if it could have been effected on fair 
and honourable Principles; he alluded with 
great force, though guardedly and hypotheti¬ 
cally, to the well authenticated lists of Peer¬ 
ages, Offices, and Emoluments, known to be 
promised to their Adherents, by the Opposi¬ 
tion Leaders, who thus condescended to avail 
themselves of every engine of seduction or 
corruption : engines, by which, it was ob¬ 
vious, the Country might be as completely 
enslaved, and the constitution subverted, as 
by the worst Minion of the most wicked. 
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or arbitrary Monarch. Burke, who, ever 
since the rejection of “ the East India Bill,” 
as if overcome by his second dismission from 
the Pay Office, had scarcely once risen in 
the House, or taken his accustomed share in 
the Discussions within its Walls , made ample 
amends on that night, for his preceding 
silence. He spoke with great animation, 
and with equal Eloquence: but no exertions 
could sustain a declining, as well as unpopu¬ 
lar Party, or infuse new vigour into its compo¬ 
nent Members. Even the subject of controver¬ 
sy itself, agitated and exhausted by so many 
repetitions, no longer inspired the same in¬ 
terest ; the greatest ingenuity being scarcely 
able to suggest any new ideas, or to strike 
out any fresh matter of argument. Uncom¬ 
mon anxiety was manifested, and impatience 
displayed, for the Division, which took place 
about Midnight; when Fox’s Majority be¬ 
came reduced to one solitary Vote, the num¬ 
bers on each side considerably exceeding 
those on the Division of the 5th of March. 
Three hundred and eighty-five Members were 
present, of whom 191 divided with Opposi¬ 
tion, arid 190 with Administration. Great 
exultation was expressed by the ministerial 
side of the House, while corresponding de- 
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pression appeared on the opposite Benches, 
at so decisive a proof of the approaching fall 
of the “ Coalition.” 

9th March.] The Spell which had so long 
suspended and paralysed all the functions of 
Government, was now dissolved; and on the 
ensuing day, the Mutiny Bill, no longer op¬ 
posed, passed through the Committee. Fox, 
divested of that controul which he had exer¬ 
cised over the Assembly ever since it met in 
November, appeared there j but, shorn of 

his Beamsnor can we consider the Dis¬ 
cussions which subsequently arose on various 
points, as other than mere Conversations, 
since no Division was ever again attempted by 
the Opposition, down to the period of the 
Prorogation and Dissolution of Parliament. 
Yet scarcely any Debate which took place 
during the interesting Session under our re¬ 
view, opened more curious matter of specula¬ 
tion or of controversy, than the one that foU 
lowed Fox’s defeat. Powis and Marsham, 
who had taken so conspicuous a part through¬ 
out the whole contest, appeared for the last 
time on the Theatre. The former, in a 
Speech replete with pointed animadversions, 
and conceived with great powers of mind, en- 
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deavoured, while he justified himself from the 
charge of inconsistency in his conduct, to 
throw on Pitt the accusation of duplicity, in 
his pretended negociation for forming an ex¬ 
tended Administration. He admitted that 
the House of Commons was conquered; “ for 
“ though scarcely a Century had elapsed, 
“ since a Vote of the Commons could be- 
“ stow a Crown, it could not in 1784, pro- 
“ cure the dismission of a Minister.” Hav¬ 
ing related, with apparent exactitude, the 
leading points on which had hinged the at¬ 
tempt to produce an interview between the 
Duke of Portland and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, as forming the first indispensable 
step towards union ; he hesitated not to de¬ 
clare, that “ all the concession was on one 
“ side, while the Minister refused either ex- 
“ planation, or the smallest advance leading 
“ to conciliation.” Pitt made, it is true, a 
prompt, able, and animated reply to this im¬ 
putation: but I will fairly own that it im¬ 
pressed me as more rhetorical, than solid, and 
carried with it no conviction ; though the 
reasons assigned by him for the rupture of the 
proposed Conference, if not severely scruti¬ 
nized, appeared specious and reasonable to the 
Ear. 
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Those persons who best knew the secret 
Springs of Affairs, at the period under our re¬ 
view, have, I believe, felt, and some of them, 
have candidlj" avowed, that the First Minister 
could not sincerely desire, or even mean, to 
form a Coalition with Fox. Nor, if he had 
wished it, can we easily conceive on what 
Basis it could have reposed, that offered ^ 
prospect of completion, and still less, of dura¬ 
tion. The Cabinet must have preponderated 
in favour of one, or of the other. Candidate 
for power. And which of them would have 
submitted to become the subordinate ? When 
Lord North struck his Bargain with the 
Rockingham Party, he consented to act un¬ 
der them a secondary part; receiving in com¬ 
pensation, a share of the ministerial Spoils, 
and obtaining from them protection against 
Impeachment, for the errors or calamities of 
the American War. The motives therefore 
for his conduct, were obvious, natural, venial, 
perhaps justifiable in every sense. Lord 
North did not demand to be received among 
his New Allies, on fair and equal terms.” 
He exacted only Indemnity, Oblivion, and a 
Participation of Offices. But Pitt must have 
begun, like Sylla in Antiquity, or like Fair- 
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fax in our own History, by laying down his 
power, at a moment too when he had nearly 
consolidated it. 

Other motives for avoiding such a con¬ 
nexion with Fox, would unquestionably sug¬ 
gest themselves to his mind. The late Secre¬ 
tary of State was no longer an object, either 
of popular affection, or of Royal Apprehen¬ 
sion. His own imprudence. Ambition, and 
rapacious policy, had precipitated him from 
his double elevation. Nor could the Minister 
have formed a junction with the Colleague of 
Lord North, the author in his own Person of 
the “ East India Bill,” without perhaps in¬ 
curring some degree of political condemna¬ 
tion, if not of moral contamination or cen¬ 
sure. Fox, indeed, might, and probably 
would, have consented to modify that ob¬ 
noxious Measure, in a way to render it harm¬ 
less to the Constitution. But, experience of 
the bitter fruits produced by the late Co- 

alition,” held out no encouragement to Pitt 
for concluding a second similar union. He 
stood moreover on far higher ground than his 
Antagonist; combining at once the favour of 
the Sovereign, the attachment of the People, 
and the command of the House of Peers. 
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How is it to be supposed, that he would vo¬ 
luntarily descend from such a situation, and 
consent to mingle his future fortunes in some 
measure with a Man, whose line of public 
action he had stigmatized with the severest 
Epithets; merely to conciliate the suffrages 
of the Gentlemen who met at the St. Alban’s 
Tavern ? These reflections may probably in¬ 
duce us to believe, that neither George the 
Third, nor his Minister, could really intend 
to replace Fox in any degree, on the Emi¬ 
nence from which he had fallen; though du¬ 
ring the progress of a contest, in which he 
remained, for many successive weeks. Master 
of a Majority in the House of Commons, 
Deference towards that Branch of the Legis¬ 
lature, dictated an apparent compliance with 
their anxious wishes. 

Pitt, with great ability, in the course of his 
reply to Powis, probably conscious that he 
could not altogether disprove, however he 
might deny or repel, the charge of insin¬ 
cerity, contrived to bring forward a counter 
accusation against him and Marsham; to 
both of whom he indirectly applied the Ap¬ 
pellation of “ a Spy,” as having obtained by 
a pretended impartiality, access to the secrets 
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of the two contending Parties. They took 
fire at the term; and after respectively vindi¬ 
cating themselves from so dishonourable an 
imputation, Marsham read in his place, the 
Letter addressed by the Duke of Portland to 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. It served 
fully to prove that the Chief of the Opposi¬ 
tion Party, as anxiously desired to commence 
a Negociation with the First Minister, as the 
latter dexterously eluded and avoided a Con¬ 
ference. Marsham professed his own perfect 
conviction of the fact. So did Fox himself, 
who spoke with his usual ability, though not 
in the commanding tone that had character¬ 
ized him, when conscious that he could dic¬ 
tate his pleasure to an obsequious Majority. 
With more bitterness than was natural to 
him, he felicitated his rival on having at- 
“ tained to something like a Majority to sup- 
port him r,” nor did he spare his severest 
animadversions on those individuals, who hav¬ 
ing long voted with Opposition, had recently 
changed sides, and joined the Administration. 
Fox concluded by pointing out the delusion 
of Pitt’s proposition, to treat on ‘‘ equal 
terms,” while he rejected the offer made by 
the Duke of Portland, that the Ministerial 
Arrangement should be conducted with at- 
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tention to principles of equity and fair-- 
‘‘ ness.” There could remain no doubt in 
the mind of any impartial person, that the ex¬ 
pressions fair and equal,” were in them¬ 
selves ambiguous, and understood in different 
or opposite senses, by the two contending 
parties. But these recriminations, however 
they might for a moment agitate the minds of 
men, no longer impeded the progress of pub¬ 
lic Business ; the House voting on the ensu¬ 
ing Evening, the Extraordinaries of the Navy, 
wjthout a Division. 

11th March—22d.] It became indeed 
more and more apparent from day to day, 
that,Pitt’s Machinery being now nearly com¬ 
plete, a Dissolution of Parliament would not 
be long delayed. Yet, the Opposition still 
fondly indulged a hope; for, it did not amount 
to a belief; that, as. no Act of Appropriation 
had passed, though the Supplies were voted. 
Ministers would not dare to apply the public 
IMoney to specific purposes, contrary to all 
precedent, if not to law; and in direct vio¬ 
lation of the Prohibitions of the House. Va¬ 
rious attempts were made to sound the Minis¬ 
ter on this delicate point, but, without effect. 
Fox took however no personal part in them; 
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and though he occasionally attended in his 
place, I believe he hardly, if ever, spoke on 
any subject, during the last eleven or twelve 
Days that Parliament continued in existence. 
Burke remained equally mute; while Powis 
and Marsham, engaged in Preparations for 
an approaching general Election, disappeared 
altogether from a scene, where they had re¬ 
cently performed the principal Characters. 
The little degree of opposition experienced 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, arose 
from the Adherents of Lord North, or was 
made by that Nobleman himself. Sir Grey 
Cooper, on the Order of the Day being 
moved, for going into a Committee of Supply, 
on the Estimates for the Extraordinaries of 
the Army; conscious that it offered the last 
occasion which would present itself, for pro¬ 
testing against a Dissolution ; expatiated with 
considerable energy, on the Infraction of the 
Constitution that would arise from .such a 
Measure. He at the same time warned the 
Ministers, that to issue money for the pay 
‘‘ of the Forces, contrary to a Resolution of 
the Flouse, declaring such an Act to be a 
“ high Crime and Misdemeanour, and with- 
‘‘ out any Appropriation Act,” was not only 
illegal, but, a subversion of the very tenure 
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by which the King held his Crown. No an¬ 
swer whatever was returned to these denun¬ 
ciations, from the Treasury Bench ; but tdie 
Supply being voted in the Committee, without 
any Division, the House adjourned to the 
following Day. 

23d March.] As the immediate Dissolu¬ 
tion of Parliament, had now become matter 
of universal notoriety, and preparations for 
carrying it into effect, were already making 
in the Public Offices; a considerable attend¬ 
ance was produced in the Lower House, by 
curiosity to witness its extinction, rather than 
by any other Motive. The First Minister 
appearing in his place, was assailed from va¬ 
rious quarters, on the question being put by 
the Speaker, that “ the Report on the Army 
“ Extraordinaries, should be read a First 

Time.” Mr. Eden led the way, and was 
followed by Lord North, as well as by Ge¬ 
neral Conway. While each of them avowed 
that they considered themselves as addressing 
for the last time, an Assembly, which they 
knew was on the point of being dissolved; 
they did not remonstrate or menace in less 
animated terms, on the supposition that such 
a measure should be actually carried into 
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execution. Every argument adduced in the 
preceding Debate, was reiterated, pressed, and 
urged with augmented force of language. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer remaining ne¬ 
vertheless contumeliously silent, the Report 
was read : but on a Motion being made for 
the Second Reading, Lord North once more 
rose; and after some Expostulations relative 
to the contemptuous treatment experienced 
by the House upon the present occasion, 
demanded, on what principle of Law, on 
what doctrine respecting the Constitution, 
on what argument, or on what authority, 
“ when Parliament should be dissolved, would 
Ministers presume to issue Money for the 
Subsistence of the Army ?” 

Pitt had not however advanced so far, to 
be now deterred from consummating his tri¬ 
umph, by the impotent threats of a powerless 
and exhausted, as w'ell as an unpopular Fac¬ 
tion. He cut the knot, which he was unable 
to untye; declined any discussion of those 
great constitutional points which he could not 
solve, and the infraction of which, he could 
not abstractedly justify; and confidently 
trusted to the universal sentiment of national 
Approbation, for covering any deviation from 
VOL. II. 2 Q 



HISTORICAL 


594 


[1784. 


Parliamentary usage. Like lago, who in re¬ 
ply to every Enquiry, answers. 


Ask me no questions; what you know, you know 


he briefly observed, that Gentlemen might 
“ make whatever Speeches they chose, and 
“ the House might act as it thought proper j 
“ he would not say one word upon the sub- 
ject.” The Report being then read a second 
time, the House adjourned, and was sum¬ 
moned on the following Day, to attend the 
House of Peers j where the King having pro¬ 
rogued the Parliament, after pronouncing a 
short, but judicious Speech from the Throne, 
well calculated for the Emergency, stated it 
to be a duty which he owed to the Consti- 
“ tution and the Country, under its actual 
“ circumstances, to recur as speedily as pos- 
“ sible, to the sense of his People, by con- 
yoking a new Parliament.” A Dissolution 
followed within twenty-four Hours; and the 
“Coalition,” confounded, as well as over¬ 
whelmed, amidst the storm which they had 
injudiciously excited, disappeared in an in¬ 
stant, leaving the fragments of their political 
Greatness scattered in all directions. 


25th March.] I have related these EventSj 
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as they passed under my own Eyes, with the 

most rigid impartiality. And if I have dwelt 

minutely on the Transactions or Debates that 

took place in the House of Commons, during 

the contest between Fox and Pitt; it must 

be remembered, that within the walls of that 

Assembly, the History and the very 

ence of the Country^ 

- ^ concentred durinff 

^ ciian three Months. We would vainly 
seek them elsewhere. All the functions of 
Government stood still: while the Sovereign, 
the Peers, and the Nation looked on, expect¬ 
ing the issue of so extraordinary a conflict, 
which must necessarily impress a new cha¬ 
racter on the opening year. Never did any 
King of Great Britain contend for so vast a 
stake, since Charles the First! lu contem¬ 
plating the scene, Mr. Pitt arrests our first 
attention. 

Nothing in the History of this Country, 
subsequent to the Accession of the House of 
Brunswic, bore any Analogy to his position. 
"When we consider that he struggled against 
a Majority of the House of Commons, con¬ 
ducted by such Talents as those of Fox, from 
the 19 th of December, 1783, up to the 9th of 
March, 1784; on any Day of which interval, 
2 Q 2 



historical 


o96 


[1784. 


he might possibly have been impeached; and 
if we reflect that he vanquished so vast a 
combination of Party, without prematurely 
recurring to a Dissolution, till all his neces¬ 
sary arrangements of every kind were com¬ 
pleted, and the whole Nation had declared 
on his side 3 we shall probably admit that, 
as no such instance occurs before him, no 
similar example will probably ever be agaiii. 
exhibited. If, in compliance with Lord 
Temple’s opinion, he had begun by dissolving 
the Parliament as soon as he was appointed 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, in December, 
1783 3 when the People at large, and when 
even the Inhabitants of London, as well as 
of Westminster, were imperfectly informed 
on the nature and tendency of ‘‘ the East 
“ India Bill 3” it is possible that a very 
different result might have been the conse¬ 
quence. 


Fox’s defeat arose from one fundamental 
error or miscalculation, into which he was 
nevertheless led by the experience of all par¬ 
liamentary contest; namely, that a Majority 
of the House of Commons, could compel the 
Crown to dismiss its Ministers, or could oblige 
the Ministers themselves to give in their own 
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resignation. In his hands, this constitutional 
weapon, hitherto irresistible, lost its edge, 
and became harmless. He attributed its fai¬ 
lure to a spirit of Delusion, which, as he as¬ 
serted, and as his Adherents maintained, had 
incapacitated the British People to distinguish 
truth from error, imposture from reality. 
There is, however, no Sophistry capable of 
blinding completely a whole Nation, upon 
points so level to every understanding; and 
if there existed any Delusion in the estimate 
formed by the Country, respecting the nature 
and tendency of ‘‘ the East India Bill,” the 
Delusion still survives at this day, in all its 
force. But, there existed another Delusion 
into which Fox himself fell, when he errone¬ 
ously conceived, that a Majority of the Lower 
House, in whatever manner acquired, and 
whatever measures or objects it might pursue, 
must ncooccaril^' Jictcitc ils picasurc to the 
Sovereign, to the House of Peers, and to 
the Public. The two former, would, indeed, 
if unsupported by the Body of the People of 
England, have been found only dust in the 
Balance, when engaged in a struggle with the 
genuine Representatives of that People, the 
real organs of their will and opinion. Charles 
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the First, and James the Second, each, made 
the experiment; by which the former lost 
bis Head, and the latter, his Crown. But, 
George the Third, neither attempted to exer¬ 
cise oppressive and antiquated, if not illegal 
Prerogatives; nor to impose on us a Religion 
prohibited by Law, and odious to his Subjects. 
And never did the British Constitution mani¬ 
fest its latent Energies so strongly, as in the 
very Act of arresting that Assembly- wlpqK 
calling itself the Representatives of the Na¬ 
tion, became in the instance before us, the 
instruments of the Ambition of a Faction, or 
rather, of an individual. 

The steadiness, the principles, and the re¬ 
pugnance of the King towards the “ Coali- 
“ tion,” operated as powerful secondary 
agents; but they were not primary causes. 
Fox, attentive only lo ilic ihrcc Branches of 
the Constitution, which he considered as om¬ 
nipotent, regarded as null the Nation itself. 
But, when awakened, roused, and informed, 
the People hurled him in an instant from his 
situation. For, it was not the Dissolution of 
Parliament, which would have reduced hiih 
and his party to insignificance, if the public 
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opinion and confidence had accompanied him. 
Of this truth, a great example was exhibited 
in 1780, when Lord North dissolved the Par¬ 
liament. The Government was not idle on 
the occasion, and a' large sum was believed 
to have been expended in endeavours to pro¬ 
cure favourable returns to the new House of 
Commons. Yet so unpopular was the Sove¬ 
reign at that Time, so weak the Administra¬ 
tion, and so odious the American War, that 
the First Minister derived little permanent 
strength or advantage from the Measure. He 
held out with difficulty for one Session, and 
surrendered early in the next, on the 20th of 
March, 1782. Fox on the contrary remained 
for many years, only an illustrious victim of 
his inordinate Ambition, seated on the Op¬ 
position Bench ; till the memorable Malady 
of his Majesty in 1788, recalled him for a 
moment into plunge him de¬ 

servedly anew into greater political Depres¬ 
sion. 


The obligations which the King owed to 
Pitt, for liberating him from the Chains of the 
“ Coalition,” at the time when they were 
about to have been rivetted, were certainly of 
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the first magnitude. No other Subject in his 
Dominions, would probably have attempt¬ 
ed, but assuredly no other individual would 
have successfully performed, so important 
and arduous a service. , After witnessing the 
formation and extinction of three Administra¬ 
tions, within the space of little more than 
twenty Months, George the Third beheld in 
prospect, domestic tranquillity, personal free¬ 
dom, and national prosperity. Nor were 
these the only benefits that resulted to him, 
from the events that we have related. All the 
errors and misfortunes of his Reign, seemed 
to be swallowed up and forgotten, in the 
Grave of the “ Coalition.” The odium of 
Lord Bute’s Ministry, and the Peace of 1763, 
aggravated by the prosecution of Wilkes; the 
humiliating Negociation and Compromise re¬ 
lative to Falkland Islands, which the pen of 
Junius” LcuJ r'anQigned to perpetual repro¬ 
bation ; lastly, the disgraces of the American 
War, followed by the loss of an Empire be¬ 
yond the Atlantic, for which national defal¬ 
cation of Power and Territory, the King was 
regarded by a large portion of his Subjects, 
as peculiarly responsible; — the accumulated 
evils of three and twenty years, disappeared 
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at once, and were obliterated. Only the Vir¬ 
tues of the Sovereign seemed to survive in the 
memory of his People. The same Prince, 
who, in March, 1782, labored under a load 
ofprejudice and unpopularity; was considered 
in March, 1784, as the Guardian of the Con¬ 
stitution, worthy the warmest testimonies of 
Affection, Gratitude, and Respect. They 
poured in upon him from all quarters, ac¬ 
knowledging the Blessings of his paternal 
Government, and approving the recent Inter¬ 
ference of his Prerogative, for the Destruction 
of an unprincipled Faction. Wilkes, who 
had been among the most ardent opposers of 
“ the East India Bill,” and among the fore¬ 
most supporters of Pitt in Parliament, as 
Member for Middlesex; re-appeared at St. 
James’s, where he met with the most gracious 
reception. A new order of Events, and a 
new iEra, seemed to commence from this aus¬ 
picious date. In fact, if we would point out 
the period of time, from the commencement 
of this long, as well as eventful Reign, during 
which the Sovereign and the Country equally 
enjoyed most Felicity; we should not he¬ 
sitate to name the interval, comprizing about 
four years and a half, that succeeded Pitt’s 
VOL. II. 2 R 
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triumph over Fox, in the Spring of 1784, 
down to the King’s severe seizure, in the 
Autumn of 1788. Here, therefore, as at a 
Political Land Mark, I shall conclude the 
Second Part of the Historical Memoirs of my 
own Time. 



